
 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

Board Curriculum Committee 

Minutes of March 5, 2026 

Mr. Doran called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. in the FNSBSD Administrative Center boardroom, 520 
Fifth Avenue, Fairbanks, AK. Committee members attended in person and via Zoom. 

Members Present:  Nonvoting Members:  

Joshua Peter Shiela Paraggua Chane Beam 

Beth Zirbes  Tim Doran 

Kenli Donahou   

Ed Paxson   

Lynsy Carrell   

  

Members Absent:  Guests: 

Heather McFarlin Elisabeth Nadin Tara DeVaughn 

Allyson Nicholson   

Heather Stewart  Committee Support: 

Hannah Harp  Pamela Metzger 

 

B. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

- Kenli motioned to approve the March 5, 2026 agenda, Shiela second. 

- Agenda unanimously approved. 

C. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

- Kenli moved to approve January 8, 2026 minutes, Ed second. 

- Without objection the minutes from February 5, 2026 were approved. 



 

-Roll call completed, quorum established. Land Acknowledgement and Mission Statement read by Mr. 
Doran. 

D. CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) UPDATE 

Tara DeVaughn discussed the CTE timeline informing the committee that business management and 
administration will be out for public comment the week after spring break, so we will be able to go over 
public comment in April. The other two CTE clusters will be completed throughout the summer and go 
for public comment in the fall. 

Tim: Looking at this, students are not required to take the AP exam to take the class? 

Tara: Correct. Students are not required to take the AP exam for any AP class. 

 

E. CURRICULUM UPDATES 

Tara DeVaughn discussed curriculum updates to include public comment on draft three closes March 6, 
Social Studies materials have circulated through the schools for teachers to review, and some vendors 
meet with us or sent us videos to discuss the online features. Biggest changes for draft three are that U.S. 
History is two semesters long, from three semesters. This is the same for World History. Also the Wars 
and Conflicts class has become two semesters from one. It was meant to be two semesters as there is too 
much content for just one semester. 

Tim: For the vendors, which did teachers lean towards? 

Tara: Attendance was low as the timing is difficult with the end of third quarter. A survey was sent when 
materials were in buildings. Another survey will be sent this week for the teacher's final choice. 

Chane: We spoke last time specifically that World History would be three semesters, but mostly it is two 
semesters from around the nation. The writers pulled back U.S. History and made it two. The biggest 
things with world history being three semesters would be scheduling, but also that not all three semesters 
would be taught at all schools. Students moving within our district could have gaps. Administratively it is 
recommended that world history be brought back to two semesters. 

Tara: So World History 1 and 2 will make up now World History 1 and what was World History 3 is now 
World History 2. 

Tim: For the record Beth has arrived. 

Josh: What eras are covered now in world history?  

Tara: Our world history covers from 500 to current. 

Josh: It is very important that world history two or three is what got us here today. 



 

Tara: Yes - it is 1900 to now and our current draft reflects two semesters. 

Tim: To confirm world history three is now world history two. 

Tara: Yes. 

Kenli: I was having this conversation with some friends and we all agree that three semesters, also that 
U.S. History seems to be covered in World History. 

Chane: I think that has a lot to do with the US becoming a world power as the US has involved. 

Josh: Hopefully  there is a way to make sure that the content is not too redundant or repetitive. 

Tim: U.S. History perspective from the U.S. World History is more broad, but not too euro-centric. We 
are always adding and what do we take out? We have the same instruction days, there should be enough 
leeway to teach most but may not cover everything. 

Chane: Teachers should cover everything, but most won’t to the same depth. I heard a someone say not 
every standard is created equal. 

Tim: We should express that in the guide, or highlight that. 

Tim: For record, do we have any objections for taking World History back to two semesters? 

Ed: I support this completely, glad the second semester focuses on the 20th century. 

Tara: Public comment yielded four, but we usually receive less comments towards the end, all were 
positive for draft three. There is still choice as well, like schools and teachers can choose to teach U.S. 
History: Wars & Conflicts to meet graduation requirements. Draft three is out now, public comment 
closes tomorrow, and this will be the final draft we bring to the April meetings. 

Chane:We will bring the recommendation letters, you will edit. Then the second meeting you vote to 
approve, then I write a letter and Tim presents it to the school board.  

Tara: Now that we have had the vendor’s virtual presentations, there is a list of vendors on the next slide, 
next is to gather additional feedback from teachers. How we had it set up is that middle school was per 
grade, so teachers would select which publisher they think fits the curriculum best. At high school 
teachers would pick which publisher they preferred per topic/class and filled out the google form. This 
week I will reach out and ask them to pick their top publisher. Public comment for the top two or three 
will be the week after spring break. Public comment for social studies materials will be in person, the 
public will have the ability to get into the online resources. Teaching and Learning will also be open to 6 
p.m. one evening. 

Ed: Wars & Conflicts becoming two semesters, which negates redundant, this was a good idea. It goes 
back to colonial days and change, makes the class interesting and strong. 



 

Tara: This class came about from Lathrop and WVH with ROTC, peaking their interest. The course had 
too much for one semester, it will use the same book at U.S. History. 

Tim: From a military perspective, I assume from the French Revolution to the 20th Century. 

Tim: We will officially adjourn the meeting before we go downstairs to view materials so that those 
online do not have to wait around for us to come back and if some need to go they can. 

Tara: The set-up is the same now as it will be for public comment, there are three publishers to look at: 
McGraw Hill, Savaas, and TCI. Samples of teacher books and students books, plus some extra pieces. 
Including AP choices. We won’t have online access, but this will be available for public comment after 
spring break.  

Ed: What will happen if no feedback on which AP world history book, district does not have one. 

Tara: We have one, could change if not cared for. Most use a lot of support from the AP classroom.  

Beth: When the textbook aligns it’s great. If not, it is challenging. 

Tara: College board recommends books, most, about a quarter take AP U.S History. We could pause on 
purchasing an AP textbook. 

Tim: The materials we are going to look at, have been written in the last year or so, unlike our materials? 

Tara: Correct. 

Tim: Many have experience, what tips would you look for? 

Tara: 1) How busy are the pages? Due graphics match what is being taught? Does the layout make sense? 

2) What is the primary source access? Are they embedded? Online makes this easier. 

3) How are we supporting different groups? IEP, English Language Learners, etc, 

Chane: One thing I keep in mind is are the visuals easy enough for me to use as a teaching tool? 
Reenforce content and can we teach the students to read the graph? 

Beth: What does that entail? 

Tara: Images, charts, graphs and such exist online allowing students to draw on them. However, limiting 
screen time, as this can be distracting. Can we be intentional with cognitive load, support teaching, and 
student learning. 

Tara: Committee members for next week, Mon-Wed, could come see materials, the following week after 
spring break week is public comment. 



 

Chane: As we have three teachers in the room, we want teachers' feedback on materials. Previously they 
didn’t feel they had much say so in materials. Now we physically take books from school to school. The 
hope is that teachers will take time to put their input. As we aren’t teaching in the classroom, we don’t 
care which materials are selected. Teaching & Learning does not have an agenda, we are about the 
process. What we do want is that whatever materials are chosen, that folks use them. To get input and 
give feedback with colleges. 

Tim: Curriculum is curriculum - not the materials. Materials support the curriculum. That is why there are 
separate adoptions, one for curriculum and one for materials. 

Shiela: What is the length of contract with vendors? 

Chane: Generally six years. Theoretically we will do Social Studies again in six years. 

Shiela: Do they revise books during that time? 

Chane: Yes, but we have the actual books, digital materials may update and most elementary materials are 
consumable. 

Tara: Some publishers will update consumables, and we would get the new consumables, but we will still 
have the original textbooks. 

Tim: Let’s do round table comments: 

Lynsy: I’m good. 

Josh: I’m good. 

Beth: I’m a math teacher - but two semesters seems good. 

Ed: It will be interesting to see, in our April meeting, we will get results from textbook choice in April? I 
am especially interested in middle school. 

Tara: Sixth grade teachers are very excited to have a physical book. As our current materials were from 
when sixth grade was in elementary, then moved up to middle school but no new materials. Interestingly 
high school and middle school did not pick the same publisher. 

H. GENERAL COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 

Tim: Let’s do round table comments: 

Lynsy: I’m good. 

Josh: I’m good. 

Beth: I’m a math teacher - but two semesters seems good. 



 

Ed: It will be interesting to see, in our April meeting, we will get results from textbook choice in April? I 
am especially interested in middle school. 

Tara: Sixth grade teachers are very excited to have a physical book. As our current materials were from 
when sixth grade was in elementary, then moved up to middle school but no new materials. Interestingly 
high school and middle school did not pick the same publisher. 

Tim: During public comment at the School Board meeting, there were three people that spoke of the 
250th year of the constitution founding. I spoke of at least three times throughout education that we cover 
the constitution and civics. Really learning civics throughout k-12. Depending on how much the teacher 
wants to cover, there will be a tradeoff. Not everything can be covered. 

Tara: Teaching & Learning is located on the second floor for those of you that would like to review 
materials this evening. 

I. ADJOURNMENT 

-Without objection, motion to adjourn moved. 

Tim adjourned the meeting at 6:36 p.m. 

 


