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Finishing the Year Strong—Together

As we move into April, we're excited to share opportunities and
resources to support your family as the school year comes to a
close. This month’'s Family Engagement highlights focus on helping
families stay informed, connected, and confident through our
Family Academy sessions, access to community resources, and tips for finishing the year strong.

Whether you're looking to strengthen routines at home, partner more closely with your child’s
school, or learn about supports available in the community, there’'s something for everyone. We
invite you to join us, stay engaged, and continue working alongside teachers and school leaders to
ensure a successful end to the year and a strong transition into what'’s next.

< Thank you for being such an important part of your child’s learning journey.

CMS Family Academy Virtual Lunch & Learns!

Have you attended a Family Academy Lunch and Learn? It's easy to stay connected!
Every Thursday, 12 -1 PM, Login using_bit.ly/CMSFamilyAcademy,

e April 16: Planning for the Future with CEFNC

o April 23: Meaningful Medicine: Bringing_telemedicine, virtual therapy, and career readiness
programs direct to students

o April 30: Together We Grow: DIBELS and iReady Assessment End of Year Overview



http://bit.ly/CMSFamilyAcademy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ny8bxyYVD2C0XN-hiXKptKhFa97w8-XZ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mq2iZX6RpqtU3n-zYMk5SjXN-DRig6ux/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mq2iZX6RpqtU3n-zYMk5SjXN-DRig6ux/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bw7n2-w-y2i8VpNR-Na_Umdo36THZIML/view?usp=drive_link

Family Academy Coffee Chat

Tuesday, April 28 (9-10 AM): Saving_for College with SECU
Link to Join: bit.ly/CMSFamilyAcademy

)

April 289 -10 am

{ Join us for Saving for College with SECU. During this session,
you'll learn about college savings accounts and how to save for
college expenses. Families will also explore investment options
as well as 529 and Coverdell Account features.

Save the Date!

Join us on May 21 at 6:00 pm at Family Academy on the Go STEAM into Summer! Families will
connect with CMS Departments and community organizations while engaging in interactive
experiences and gaining resources to support learning throughout the summer months.
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SUMMER

Welcoming All CMS Families & Students
(Grades K-12)

May 21, 2026 | 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.
505 Main Street, Pineville, NC 28134
This is an outdoor event.

FREE
STEAMKITS

Fl'lrIl and community resources
hands-on while suppliss last!

STEAM

Tools and
activities resources to

Phoaming

CELEEBRATE A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR AND CONTIMUE LEARNING THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER!



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UAPMNuirdFoaTr3Rhf1e0hNXwMD7zHdO/view?usp=sharing
http://bit.ly/CMSFamilyAcademy

Family Portal

Visit the Family Portal for a one-stop shopping experience!

55, - EieAG Access district instructional resources, learning tools, curriculum

EARIOE Ry BOxe Ll guides, and more—all in one convenient location. Whether you're

Family Portal helping with homework or planning ahead, everything you need is
just a click away.

=8 Explore the portal today at www.cmsk12.org/familyportal and
stay connected every step of the way!

Have you explored the CMS Family Portal?

Calling all High School Families: Have you explored the high school pathway? As we approach the
4th Quarter, we invite you to explore the High School Resources Pathway. Find College and Career
Readiness supports, Math 1 information, and more at the tip of your fingers!

Math College and Career Readiness

Parent Leadership Session: Forward Focus:
Parents Leading the Way

Join us for the final Parent Leadership Session of the year as we
look ahead to how parents/guardians will continue to shape
student success in the 2026—-27 school year.

2.5X0 s cowmunry
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All sessions will be held virtually from 12-1pm and 6-7pm. Please
log on using the following meeting link: Parent Leadership



http://www.cmsk12.org/familyportal
https://www.cmsk12.org/staff-and-community-engagement/family-community-engagement/family-academy-homepage/family-portal/high-school-resources
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzlmZWE0NTMtMWY2My00MDIxLTg0YTgtYWM3MTExNjg1ZGMy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%222fb36de5-296a-43c7-b5d2-ae73931f0aa3%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220493d61-d3ff-4eab-b768-b96bab6dd3aa%22%7d

Become a CROWN Community Ambassador!

Are you passionate about advancing the mission of
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools? We are looking for "boots-on-the-
ground" champions, parents, family members, and community
leaders, to serve as CROWN Community Ambassadors.

¥ CROWN

L AMBASSADORS

As an ambassador, you will serve as a trusted voice, helping families navigate district resources,
sharing important information, and attending community events to promote the great things
happening in CMS. This is a fantastic opportunity to use your lived experience to ensure our
messaging is family-friendly and culturally responsive.

Why Join?
e Help ensure vital information reaches every family
¢ Gain practical skills through focused training
¢ Gain valuable experience connecting with the community and staff

Important Dates:
¢ Program Timeframe: July 2026-May 2027
e Application: Available April 13, 2026

Strengthening Home-School Partnerships

The Family and Community Engagement team would like to extend
a special thank you and "shout out" to the following schools for
their leadership in piloting our new Parent Empowerment
workshops:

¢ Garinger High School
o Eastway Middle School
¢ Sterling Elementary School

¢ Nations Ford Elementary School
e Hornets Nest Elementary School

These schools collaborated closely with our team to deliver interactive sessions designed to
provide parents and guardians with actionable resources. The workshops focused on critical
pillars of student success, including:

Navigating the transitions through middle and high school

Establishing effective schedules, routines, and attendance habits
Building strong, transparent relationships with school staff
Practical strategies for home reading and incorporating DIBELS drills



We are excited to expand and strengthen this opportunity into the school year.

We've got you covered, families! & S —

let’s grow together!

Need a fresh Family Academy poster for your community space?
Just fill out this quick form—we'll take care of the rest!

7+ Request a Poster HERE

Each manth, we'll be out in the community with
jing sessions and valuable resources.

=l A

2 Missed aSession?

5 NoProblem!

»  Visit Family Academy on Demand and choose
from cur session library at your convenionce.

Already have a poster? Great! You can also share our digital Family
Academy poster with your family and community members. It's

Stay connected!
Vit cma - ,

available in multiple languages so everyone can stay connected: ageie

) M5 Family & Community Engagement

e English
¢ French

» Portuguese
e Russian
* Spanish
¢ Vietnamese

=4 Share these links with your community to help families access resources in their preferred
language!

District and Community Resources

e, Looking for resources in your home language?

CIMS |iopase. 33V 23

Language * - .. . el

Acquisition &% \J o Visit: CMS Learning_and Language Acquisition Webpage
Make the Invisible, Visible

2e¢ StayConnected, Stay Engaged:

9.0
‘;. Instruction

Daily Attendance Matters!

Being in school each day helps students learn, connect, and thrive. When unexpected absences
happen, learning can still continue! The resources provided help students stay engaged, practice
key skills, and keep their routines strong until they're back in the classroom. These tools support
learning, but nothing replaces being at school!


https://bit.ly/cmsfaposterrequest
https://bit.ly/familyacademyenglish
https://bit.ly/familyacademyfrench
https://bit.ly/familyacademyportuguese
https://bit.ly/familyacademyrussian
https://bit.ly/familyacademyspanish
https://bit.ly/familyacademyvietnamese
https://www.cmsk12.org/learning-teaching/learning-language-acquisition

Stay Connected, Stay Engaged: Instructional Resources

Finishing the Year Strong: PreK-12 Family
Resource

With less than two months remaining before end-of-year

assessments, now is a great time to reinforce key reading and

— math skills at home. Explore the resources for easy ways to
' support your child's reading and math skills: PreK-12 Family.
Resource

State Employees Credit Union

At SECU, “People Helping People “is more than our philosophy, it's a way of life. SECU employees
are committed to helping members and communities prepare for successful financial futures by
offering consumer education presentations for all ages.

Interested in learning more? Check out the flyers linked below, or email outreach@ncsecu.org to
learn more!

Adult Education: Community
Adult Education: SECU Members
Reality of Money

Adventure Awaits: Healthy Kids Day at
Camp Thunderbird

Looking for the ultimate way to kick off spring? Join us at YMCA
Camp Thunderbird on Sunday, April 19 (12:00 PM - 3:00 PM) for
Healthy Kids Day! Explore the camp, enjoy paddle sports on Lake
Wylie, take a guided tour, and dive into interactive crafts. It's a great



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1IQEGmZ10IFu-e9zPeXi9I03GuKWFwmCXl1eQMpC92ns%2Fedit%3Ftab%3Dt.0&data=05%7C02%7Cronnyep.boone%40cms.k12.nc.us%7C3632c7b11b63441a237408de69831fcd%7C2fb36de5296a43c7b5d2ae73931f0aa3%7C0%7C0%7C639064209069938239%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rK5tej25nscZ7CMx9BnwprYTdnFt8n%2BUN4QPxAcy3UU%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hqPh1kfFuPQ5oMcJOPcGK1NWBPe3F5fE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hqPh1kfFuPQ5oMcJOPcGK1NWBPe3F5fE/view
mailto:outreach@ncsecu.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H2fOisBx13jXrCa-i5nAEtGRbcac-nXX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hFnjLkyY4BSz3Y-hs3cgnJaMC7_Bc3vc/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RbolKfuqod9xQ-RryWPzKgRZCuF_lr34/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.ymcacharlotte.org/events/healthy-kids-day2

opportunity for new families to see the magic of camp and for returning campers to reconnect with
the shores of Lake Wylie.

For more information visit: Healthy Kids Day

tmats Mecklenburg County
Y= Park and Recreation ARBORGLENO
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Go to parkandrec.com
Click Programs & Activities
Search Keyword #178876g7

HRBDR GLEN DUTRE&EH [’.EHTER

THE HUNT BEGINSAT 11:06-2PM
ge 2-6 11a-12p ~Age 7-12 1p-2p

Charlotte SHOUT!, presented by Bank of America, is a beloved,
annual celebration of the city’s art, culture, and community. Built on
the pillars of art, music, food, and ideas, Charlotte SHOUT! is an
inclusive and inspirational sensory feast for all ages, with more

than 200 events and attractions taking place from April 3-19 in
Uptown, Charlotte.

To learn more about additional activities over spring break, click here.



https://www.ymcacharlotte.org/events/healthy-kids-day2
https://charlotteshout.com/

STARBASE: Intro to Coding - Spring Break
Camp!

STARBASE Charlotte, a Department of Defense Youth program,
will be offering a STEM Careers summer camp at no cost at West

Boulevard Library. The camp will focus on hands-on STEM
experiments and experiences. Camp will be for students in Grades 4 — 6. Camp will be Monday
through Thursday, April 6,2026 - April 9, 2026, from 9:15 AM -2:30 PM.

Interested in other opportunities at the library this spring break? Check out Spring Break at the
Library events using the link below.

CM Library Spring Break Events

American Heart Association

The American Heart Association's Life's Essential 8 are the key

©
*

measures for improving and maintaining cardiovascular health. ﬁ\
Supporting good heart and brain health early helps lower the risk for

-

i
¥

heart disease, stroke and other major health problems later in life.

Check out heart.org/lifes8forkids to learn more!

Join Us: Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies,
Healthy Lives!

CMS families and staff are invited to a wellness event hosted by
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools and Novant Health. Enjoy a day
dedicated to community health with lunch, prizes, and expert e — S

wellness information. Healthy Minds,"H€
Bodies, Healthy Live

A wellness event for CMS families and staff.

B NOVANT

o When: Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. B Sourasy. Ao 25,202 ++
e Where: Goodwill Opportunity Campus, 5301 Wilkinson Blvd. aso S0l Cpportunity Compus
 Activities: Immunizations, dental screenings, mammograms, imns ey e,
yoga, and financial literacy sessions. RSVP by April 10
r ACAN ME i

¢ Action: Please RSVP by April 10 by scanning the QR code on
the flyer.



https://cmlibrary.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?q=spring%20break%20
http://heart.org/lifes8forkids
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeH1XqbO-HFsRVfRh718V7hqgshpNYQ-sRYRajE4Lf3nvK97w%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Cchristina1.hunter%40cms.k12.nc.us%7Cc8bbfcb8dd254b10103208de8e77571b%7C2fb36de5296a43c7b5d2ae73931f0aa3%7C0%7C0%7C639104840370488290%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3w6rUy5qw%2Bpd%2BYRkzeWNKmxLwipRUZ9LQIECtAavGXA%3D&reserved=0

2026 UNC Charlotte STEAM Innovation
Expo

The UNC Charlotte Center for STEM Education, UNC Charlotte

STEM departments, and community stakeholders will facilitate

events focused on engaging and interactive STEM learning 8%8%’%’&
opportunities. Through hands-on activities, STEM talks, lab tours, CENTER FOR STEM EDUCATION
nature experiences, exhibits and performances, the UNC Charlotte

STEAM Expo engages a wide range of public audiences while

inspiring future generations.

Topics will include: Art & Design, Business & Careers, Chemistry, Earth & Space Sciences,
Engineering, Environment, Food, Health, Life Sciences, Mathematics, Physics, Science & Society,
Technology

WHEN: April 26, 2026, 1:00-4:00 PM

WHERE: UNC Charlotte Main Plaza, 8838 Crave Road, Charlotte, NC 28223
AUDIENCE: Children, Families, Pre-K, Teens

ADMISSION: Free

For additional information: UNC Charlotte STEAM EXPO

Poem in Your Pocket Day 2026 will take
place on April 30th.

Poem in Your Pocket Day takes place every year during National
Poetry Month.

Poem in Your Pocket Day was initiated in April 2002 by the Office
of the Mayor in New York City, in partnership with the city’s

Departments of Cultural Affairs and Education. In 2008, the Academy of American Poets took the
initiative to all fifty United States, encouraging individuals around the country to participate.

Ways to Participate:
¢ Select a poem and share it on social media using the hashtag #PocketPoem.
¢ Record a video of yourself reading a poem, then share it on Instagram, Twitter, Facebook,
Pinterest, or another social media platform you use.
¢ Email a poem to your friends, family, neighbors, or local government leaders.
¢ Schedule a video chat and read a poem to your loved ones.
¢ Add a poem to your email footer.
¢ Read a poem out loud from your porch, window, backyard, or outdoor space.

Discover more ways to celebrate National Poetry Month in the classroom or at home:
National Poetry Month



https://ncsciencefestival.org/events/2026-unc-charlotte-steam-innovation-expo/
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/30-ways-celebrate-national-poetry-month-classroom

& LLLiteracy, Math, Science, Social Studies,
and World Languages Resources @

We're excited to share resources that will help you stay connected to what your child is learning
this quarter!

Families can explore resources for Literacy, Math, Science, Social Studies, and World Languages
by using this link.

Scholarship Opportunities

APPL
5/6/2026
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Big Opportunity: The 2026 Gantt-McColl Scholarship is Now Open!

Attention Mecklenburg County seniors! If you are looking for a significant boost to your college
fund, the Gantt-McColl Scholarship—offered in partnership with UNCF—is officially accepting
applications. This is a prestigious renewable scholarship that can provide up to $30,000 over four
years ($7,500 per year) to help cover your educational expenses.

Key Dates & Contact Info
e Application Deadline: May 6, 2026.
¢ Apply Online: Visit_opportunities.uncf.org to start your application today.

For more information, feel free to reach out to Wayne Wilson Il at wwilson@uncf.org.
Transforming the Future: The 2026 Kieth and Serena Cockrell Scholarship

Students in the Charlotte region have another incredible opportunity to fund their higher education
through the Kieth and Serena Cockrell Scholarship. Dedicated to "Honoring the Legacy and
Transforming our Future," this program offers a renewable scholarship of up to $30,000. Selected
recipients will receive $7,500 per year for four years to support their college journey.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S9TBjjuXkndczjoOpkEHiWo-7EwIlfj3EIJhQvCKYy0/edit?tab=t.0
https://opportunities.uncf.org/s/program-landing-page?id=a2iVJ00000hgTo1YAE
https://opportunities.uncf.org/s/program-landing-page?id=a2iVJ00000hgSyPYAU
https://opportunities.uncf.org/

Key Dates & Contact Info
e Application Deadline: May 6, 2026.
o Where to Apply: Visit_opportunities.uncf.org to get started.
¢ Questions? Reach out to Wayne Wilson Il at wwilson@uncf.org for more information.

Need Support With Infinite Campus?

Infinite Campus is our new student information system for this
school year! Just like PowerSchool last year, Infinite Campus gives CAM PUS
families easy access to important information—announcements, )

assignments, attendance, grades, your child’s schedule, and so
much more—all in one convenient place.

The instructions for creating your Parent Portal account and
completing your back-to-school forms are below. Please carefully
review them. Be sure to enter your student's full legal name.

English Version
Arabic Version
Chinese Version

French Version
Hindi Version

Portuguese Version
Russian Version

Spanish Version
Tamil Version

Telugu Version
Ukrainian Version

Vietnamese Version

Save the Date!

Bases Loaded: Back-to-School Celebration 2026 — Grand Slam Start!

We are excited to host the 2026 Back to School Celebration at Truist Field, home of the Charlotte
Knights, on August 1, 2026 from 9am-1pm. This annual event brings families together for a day of
connection, information, and fun as we kick off the new school year.

Our goal is to ensure every family walks away with their questions answered and feels fully
supported heading into 2026—-2027. We look forward to another amazing experience with our CMS

students, families, staff and community partners.

Registration will open June 1st!


https://opportunities.uncf.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13X5zoegPLtQjXDOSfV4fNu6R1l3ipe2zbXhZt6HDu6A/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cq3s4TF-hjE6fZTHo-FsyIPHcnCkdlaY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CQM82teb3P3iatg1hX7Qf7M5Z9DcdLl0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14gvsy5S2IdS64Ym2Ikg1GIheUMgZTVy6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vXdu9FKL4snX1RoFS9C-2bLz3riDJleG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lqm00LSIzB9pnI1Y9D6iMtIlrFSkZ-0G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TK2gVBjfXM9snEz-q5bWg-Ft6QvlD8Zw/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11eOfHa3Eusl9SQByetfJBwVdIyuN9Zi9DZIXwAM9f9A/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eZ5DMVSg17KnlpTeNeWqBlNWNEJR55L7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d4jG9Dna5AftyULErJGT5iX6WKfln6BE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T1gAOnquofn3rK4nfcqm1tu-fhoYiQQr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1etKHygFURVMvL8sflEmHUMWKHbQ7vgOT/view?usp=sharing

BASES LOADED:
ACK-TD-SCHOOL
CELEBRATION
& - T

SAVE THE DATE l

Saturday
August 1, 2026
9 a.m. - 1p.m.
Truist Field

Home of the Charlotte Knights
324 S. Mint St., Charlotte, NC 28202

A fun-filled day with engag

h engs
resources for the whole family

s, and helpful
5 to attend!

Engage with Us!

CMS Family and Community Engagement is excited to support and % 5X18 FAvILY & CoMMUNTTY
. B . cms S ENGAGEMENT

promote family engagement opportunities within the community. Ay

From hosting professional learning sessions to sharing resources

and engaging with your organization, we are here to support you! Please complete the form linked

below to engage with our team related to your upcoming event. A member of our team will

connect with the point of contact listed in the form.

https://bit.ly/CMSCommunityEngagementEvents

" omnecT CMS Family and Community Engagement

w W ) U s Email: familyengagement@cms.k12.nc.us
Website: CMS Family and Community Engagement

Facebook: facebook.com/CMScpfe



https://4f08.edulnk.com/e/7nvea/GcGw3J?__$u__
mailto:familyengagement@cms.k12.nc.us
https://www.cmsk12.org/Domain/7138
https://facebook.com/CMScpfe

<3 CMS Family and Community Engagement

familyengagement@cms.k12.nc.us




