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Language is central to all learning, thinking, inquiry, and communication. At Poe, we are a community of learners who actively use

and develop language skills in a supportive environment of trust, collaboration, and academic rigor.

We are committed to:

Honoring and supporting a student's mother tongue.
Developing multilingual learners prepared to thrive as global citizens.
Embedding language across the curriculum and units of inquiry.

Embracing technology to enhance language acquisition and communication.

Language learning at Poe fosters the attributes of the IB Learner Profile and nurtures personal, cultural, and academic growth.

Language Learning at Poe

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

Students are taught to listen actively
and attentively in a variety of
contexts; from classroom instructions
to peer presentations. Listening is
viewed as essential for understanding
purpose, tone, and point of view.

Examples of Listening Activities:
e Read-alouds and audiobooks
® Peer presentations
e Shared writing and buddy reading
e Listening comprehension tasks
e Poetry from diverse voices
o (Classroom discussions
e Novel Studies

Speaking is taught as a means of
expression, persuasion, instruction,
and performance. Students learn to
organize their thoughts, use
appropriate vocabulary, and
communicate clearly and confidently.

Examples of Speaking Opportunities:

® Morning meetings and classroom
discussions

® Presentations during units of
inquiry

e Reader's Theater and reading
clubs

e Exhibition presentation (Grade 5)

Students engage with a wide range of
texts for pleasure, information, and
research. Reading is connected to
writing and inquiry across all content
areas.

Reading Strategies and Activities:

e Phonemic awareness and guided
reading

e Interactive teacher read-alouds

e Vocabulary development

e Independent reading with
conferencing

® Research during units of inquiry

e Rcading in all genres and content
areas

Writing instruction is integrated with
speaking and reading and includes
drafting, revising, editing, and
publishing across genres and
disciplines.

e Writer's workshop with notebooks
and seed ideas

o Genre studies: memoirs, essays,
fiction, poetry, informational

e Grammar, sentence structure, and
spelling

e Peer editing, proofreading, and
publishing

e Writing for authentic audiences
and purposes

Spanish Language Instruction

Beginning in kindergarten, students who are not in our bilingual cluster receive bi-weekly Spanish instruction. The program
emphasizes listening, speaking, reading, and writing in Spanish and fosters cultural understanding.

Language Policy

Updated May 2025




Program Highlights:

e Guest speakers and cultural experiences
e Spanish and bilingual books in the library
e Integration with IB Learner Profile and PYP attitudes

English as a Second Language (ESL)

Poe supports English Language Learners (ELLs) with ESL-certified teachers, a print-rich environment, and targeted instruction that
develops proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Poe also supports Emergent Bilingual students whose mother tongue
is Spanish by offering students a bilingual cohort in grades k-4.

Supports for ELLSs Include:

e Small group and individualized instruction

e Technology-based resources and translation tools

® Peer helpers and bilingual classroom support

e Multilingual books and media

e Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) oversight

Technology and Media Literacy

-Poe recognizes that technology is integral to modern communication and inquiry. Students develop proficiency in digital literacy to
support research, collaboration, and the production of original work.

Technology Tools and Practices Include:

Classroom laptops and Clevertouch boards

Clever apps and websites (IXL, Reading A-Z, Canvas, etc.)
Blogging and digital publishing

Multilingual online resources

Assessment of Language

Language development is assessed through a variety of formative and summative tools to guide instruction and measure growth.

District and State Assessments Teacher Assessments Student Self-Assessments
e District benchmark assessments e Running Records (reading levels) e Peer editing checklists
e State of Texas Assessments of Academic e Comprehension and spelling assessments e Reading and writing rubrics
Readiness (STAAR) e Conferring notes e Portfolios showcasing exemplary work
e Woodcock-Johnson e Unit of Inquiry's summative assessments o Self reflection activities
o CogAT
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