METROPOLITAN NASHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD MEETING -
April 23, 2024

Members Present: Rachael Anne Elrod, Chair, Freda Player, Vice-chair,
Erin O’'Hara Block, Cheryl Mayes, Berthena Nabaa-McKinney, TK Fayne,
Abigail Tylor, Emily Masters and Sharon Gentry

Student Members Present: Alayna Mitchell and Christine Tran
Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m.

CONVENE AND ACTION

A. Call to Order — Rachael Anne Elrod called the meeting to order.

B. Pledge of Allegiance - Led by Alayna Michell, Senior Student Board
Member.

C. Adoption of Agenda
Motion to adopt the agenda with the removal of Item A-1-c-
A Resolution Recognizing Earth Day 2024
By Rachael Anne Elrod, seconded Cheryl Mayes
Vote: 9-0 — unanimous

D. Election of TSBA Legislative Liaison
Rachael Anne Elrod nominated Cheryl Mayes to serve as TSBA
Legislative Liaison.
The Board voted to assign Cheryl Mayes to serve as TSBA
Legislative Liaison.
Vote: 9-0 — unanimous

AWARDS AND RECONGITIONS

A. Dr. Dorothy Gunn - Recognition of Distinguished Service — The
Board and Dr. Battle recognized Dr. Dorothy Gunn.

B. Class of 2024 Valedictorians and Salutatorians - The
Board and Dr. Battle recognized the students.

C. Percy Priest/Paragon Mills/Lakeview Partnership - The
Board and Dr. Battle recognized the partnership.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Dr. Battle presented a report the Vanderbilt Collaboration and Brick
Church School Transition Update




A. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A.

Megan Gary - Addressed the Board concerning the proposed
Charter application for Emcompass Community School charter
Application.

Thomas Rhodes - Addressed the Board concerning the proposed
Charter application for Emcompass Community School charter
Application.

. Charlene Cumberson - Addressed the Board concerning the

Public Publication policy change and also teacher planning times.

. Jeffery Berry — Addressed the Board to express his support of

The Earth Day resolution.

Mary Jo Cramb - Addressed the Board concerning the Operating
Budget and teacher wages.

Shayne Moore - Addressed the Board concerning the Operating
Budget and teacher wages.

. Andrea Sykes-Pointer — Addressed the Board concerning Nurses

Middle College Nashville charter application.

. Bobbie Lynn?? - Addressed the Board concerning the Operating

Budget and teacher wages.

Mandi Williams - Addressed the Board concerning Nurses

Middle College Nashville charter application.

Dewayne Tucker — Addressed the Board concerning Lead Public
Schools charter application.

Ricky Gibbs - Addressed the Board concerning Lead Public Schools
charter application.

Stepahnie Jarthrow - Addressed the Board concerning Lead Public
Schools charter application.

. Rosalie Lawrence - Addressed the Board concerning Sunrise

Hillsboro.

. Hay Legends - Addressed the Board concerning Sunrise

Hillsboro.
Hudson Mills - Addressed the Board concerning Sunrise
Hillsboro.
Sophia Payne - Addressed the Board concerning Sunrise
Hillsboro.

. Amanda Galden - Addressed the Board concerning Sunrise

Hillsboro.



GOVERNANCE ISSUES
a. Minutes - 04.09.2024 - Regular Meeting
b. Awarding of Purchases and Contracts
1. A-Z Office Resource, Inc.
2. Allegis Group Holdings, Inc. dba TEKsystems, Inc.
3. Apple, Inc.
4 Carlos Lewis and Sons Housemovers
5. Imagine Learning, LLC
6. Millrose Ventures, Inc. dba Southern Kitchen
Services, Inc.
7. Paxton Patterson, LLC
8. Sedia Systems
9. SRI International (SRI)
10. W.P. Camp & Sons
d. Nutrition Services Fund - Recommendation of Budget and
Finance Committee
e. Strategic Investments: Federal Programs and Grants Fund -
Recommendation of Budget and Finance Committee

The Board adopted the agenda as amended.
By Sharon Gentry, seconded Berthena Nabaa-Mckinney
Vote: 9-0 Unanimous

Motion to approve the Earth Day 2024 Resolution
By Erin O’'Hara-Block, seconded Abigail Tylor
Vote: 9-0 Unanimous

A RESOLUTION, RECOGNIZING EARTH DAY 2024, CELEBRATING
PROGRESS BEING MADE FOR CLIMATE SUSTAINABILITY IN
METRO NASHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, AND IDENTIFYING
ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

WHEREAS, April 22, 2024 celebrates Earth Day across the globe;
and WHEREAS, Earth Day was first celebrated on April 22, 1970;
and

WHEREAS, Earth Day is an annual event promoting
environmental citizenship year- round; and

WHEREAS, Earth Day encourages environmental action around
the world, reminding people to find ways to protect the
environment and live sustainably, including managing their own
environmental impact; and



WHEREAS, schools have a tremendous opportunity to support
students to become leaders in making the Earth and their own
community a healthier and more ecologically sustainable place;

WHEREAS, student leaders are actively engaging in their schools,
the district, and their community to promote climate awareness
and a more sustainable Nashville; and

WHEREAS, over the past three years, Metro Nashville Public
Schools has taken an aggressive approach to energy,
conservation, and sustainability, with an initial focus related to
energy waste and conservation including the formation of MNPS
Energy - a collaboration of district staff and community energy
experts; and

WHEREAS, to date, the combined efforts of MNPS Energy have
resulted in an annual reduction of 20% in energy consumption
which equates to 260,000 metric tons of annual carbon emission
reduction into the environment; and

WHEREAS, MNPS Energy has focused all new construction and
major renovations designed and built to a minimum LEED Silver
or Gold Standard; ensured all HVAC and other capital
improvements are designhed and installed to meet current
ASHREA and Energy Standards; installed Solar Energy Production
at Lawson High School, Whites Creek High School, McMurray
Middle School, Geothermal HVAC Systems installations at Cane
Ridge High School, Goodlettsville Elementary School, Lawson
High School, and a Green Roof at Lawson High School; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Environmental Council (TEC) has
worked with school administrators to install 20 pollinator
gardens using solely native plants at 15 MNPS schools since Fall
2020, (including Stratford High School, Martin Luther King Jr.
Magnet, Hillsboro High School and more), and there is growing
interest from more and more MNPS schools to install pollinator
gardens on their campuses; and

WHEREAS, several schools including Westmeade Elementary,
Buena Vista Elementary, Whitsitt Elementary, Crieve Hall
Elementary, Lockeland Design Center have installed gardens
and/or outdoor classrooms that support STEM learning and
expose students to sustainability concepts at an earlier age; and



WHEREAS, MNPS has begun including sustainability-focused
classes and pathways across the district including: 1.B.
Environmental Systems and Societies, AP Environmental Science,
Environmental Science, with growing interest among students
both in high school and earlier, and

WHEREAS, according to the Environmental Defense Fund, the
demand for sustainability-minded professionals is growing
exponentially in almost all industries and expanding
sustainability concepts taught in both science and non-science
MNPS core classes; as well as augmenting the number of green
career options represented in district-wide and school-specific
career fairs, would prepare students for a variety of careers
focused on climate, justice, and equity

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the METROPOLITAN
NASHVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION recognize April 22 as Earth
Day each school year; and

FURTHERMORE, pledge to support student leaders in an equitable
transition to a sustainable Metro Nashville Public School District;
support and encourage the continued work of MNPS Energy to
reduce the carbon footprint of the district through green building
and transportation efforts; support collaborative sustainability
efforts across MNPS departments and schools; support and
encourage the continuation of existing food redistribution,
pollinator gardens, and composting initiatives; encourage
connections between student leaders, parents, faculty, school
PTSOs, and knowledgeable local environmental organizations,
such as Urban Green Lab, the TN Environmental Council and the
Compost Company; encourage efforts at our schools and other
facilities to reduce food waste in landfills and increase diversion
of paper and cardboard recyclables; encourage student groups or
clubs that focus on sustainability; support the incorporation of
sustainability concepts for student learning by making
meaningful connections to existing curriculum, and pushing for
more sustainability curriculum to be included in state standards,
when possible; and encourage our staff and schools to continue
to recognize the importance of environmental stewardship and
education year-round.



ADOPTED BY THE ELECTED METROPOLITAN NASHVILLE BOARD
OF EDUCATION, on the 23rd of April, 2024, with this Resolution
to take immediate effect, the public welfare requiring it.

2. Certification Charges of Dismissal

Motion to approve the Certification Charges of Dismissal
By Freda Player, seconded Cheryl Mayes
Vote: 9-0 Unanimous

3. Charter School Applications

Motion to deny Emcompass Community Charter School due to the
school not meeting nor exceeding any of the Academic,
Operations, Financial, Portfolio and Performance standards when
evaluated by the MNPS charter review team and in according to
the Tennessee Department of Education’s rating and evaluation
guidance. And due the deficiencies noted by the Charter review
team and the charter office board report.

By Rachael Anne Elrod, seconded Sharon Gentry

Vote: 9-0 Unanimous

Motion to deny Nashville School of Excellence charter application
due to the school not meeting nor exceeding any of the
Academic, Operations, Financial, Portfolio and Performance
standards when evaluated by the MNPS charter review team and
in according to the Tennessee Department of Education’s rating
according to the Tennessee Department of Education’s rating and
evaluation guidance. And due the deficiencies noted by the
Charter review team and the charter office board report.

By Rachael Anne Elrod, seconded Freda Player

Vote: 9-0 Unanimous



Motion to deny LEAD Cameron Elementary School charter
application due to the school not meeting nor exceeding any of
the Academic, Operations, Financial, Portfolio and Performance
standards when evaluated by the MNPS charter review team and
in according to the Tennessee Department of Education’s rating
according to the Tennessee Department of Education’s rating and
evaluation guidance. And due the deficiencies noted by the
Charter review team and the charter office board report.

By Rachael Anne Elrod, seconded Cheryl Mayes

Vote: 9-0 Unanimous

Motion to deny LEAD Southeast School charter application due to
the school not meeting nor exceeding any of the Academic,
Operations, Financial, Portfolio and Performance standards when
evaluated by the MNPS charter review team and in according to
the Tennessee Department of Education’s rating according to the
Tennessee Department of Education’s rating and evaluation
guidance. And due the deficiencies noted by the Charter review
team and the charter office board report.

By Rachael Anne Elrod, seconded Cheryl Mayes

Vote: 9-0 Unanimous

Motion to deny Nurses Middle School charter application due to
the school not meeting nor exceeding any of the Academic,
Operations, Financial, Portfolio and Performance standards when
evaluated by the MNPS charter review team and in according to
the Tennessee Department of Education’s rating according to the
Tennessee Department of Education’s rating and evaluation
guidance. And due the deficiencies noted by the Charter review
team and the charter office board report.

By Rachael Anne Elrod, seconded Emily Masters

Vote: 8-1 (Gentry recused)

BOARD REPORTS

A. Freda Player - Gave a brief update on the budget.

B. Cheryl Mayes - Gave an update on Student School Board Members
application process.

Ms. Elrod adjourned the meeting at 7:47 p.m.
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Chris M. Henson Rachael Anne Elrod Date
Board Secretary Board Chair



