
 

Board Approval Date: August 19, 2025 

Course Title: Grade 7 SS 

Course Description: Civics is the study of citizenship and government. This one-semester course provides students with a basic 
understanding of civic life, politics, and government, and a short history of the government's foundation and development in this country. 

 
 

Course Sequence & Pacing 

Estimated 
Number  
of Blocks 

Marking Period 1 Estimated 
Number  
of Blocks 

Marking Period 3 

 Unit 1: Foundational Concepts and Principles  Unit 3: The Constitution, American Ideals  
and the American Experience 

5 Natural Rights of Man 5 American Ideals 

2 Authority 5 Justice vs. Fairness 

8 Democratic Means of Conflict Resolution 5 Equality 

5 Common Good & Civic Virtue 8 The Constitution & Human Rights: Freedom of 
Speech, Assembly & Petition 

 

5 American Ideals 8 The Constitution & Human Rights:  
Freedom of Religion 

12 Elections 8 The Constitution & Human Rights: Liberty vs.  



Domestic Tranquility 

Estimated 
Number  
of Blocks 

Marking Period 2 Estimated 
Number  
of Blocks 

Marking Period 4 

 Unit 2: Foundational Documents  Unit 4: The Role of the Citizen in a Democratic 
Society 

5 Historical Foundations of the American Republic 3 Rights & Responsibilities of Citizenship 

5 Federalism & The Constitution 3 Local & State Government 

7 The Executive Branch 2 Public Policy 

7 The Legislative Branch 3 Citizen Action: Identifying A Problem 

7 The Judicial Branch 5 Citizen Action: Developing & Proposing a Solution 

3 The Amendment Process 10 Citizen Participation: Active Citizenship &  
Sustaining Democracy 

5  The Bill of Rights  Unit 5: Personal Financial Literacy 

  14 Civic Financial Responsibility 
Credit & Debt Management 

Credit Profile 
Economic & Government Influenece 

Financial Institutions 
Financial Psychology 
Planning & Budgeting 

Risk Management & Insurance 

 



 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 1-  Foundational Concepts and Principles 
 
Unit Summary: This unit will address the natural rights of man, authority, democratic means of conflict resolution, the common good, the 
virtues of civics, American ideals, and the election process. 

Unit Learning Targets 

NJSLS Standards:  
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1:  Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and how they are best protected 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.1: Evaluate, take, and defend a position on why government is necessary, and the purposes government should serve 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.1:  Analyze primary sources to explain how democratic ideas in the United States developed from the historical experiences 
of ancient societies, England and the North American colonies. 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.5:  Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how 
conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on varying perspectives on causes of climate change (e.g., crosscultural, gender-specific, generational), and 
determine how the data can best be used to design multiple potential solutions  

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2).  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option (e.g., 
MS-ETS1-4, 6.1.8.CivicsDP.1). 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors that led to a positive or 
negative outcome. 



9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues. 
8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 
8.2.8.ITH.3: Evaluate the impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system.   
8.2.8.ITH.4: Identify technologies that have been designed to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies and explain the change in impact.  
8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in 
one society but not in another.  
Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc. 
 
2023 NJSLS-ELA Grade 7 Standards: 
 
Language Domain 
 

L.KL.7.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
A.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
B.  Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 
Reading Domain 
 

RI.CR.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an informational text      
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.CI.7.2. Determine a central idea in an informational text and explain how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a  
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RI.IT.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact including how a text makes connections and distinctions among  
individuals, events, and ideas (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

 
RI.AA.7.7. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence  
is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  



 
Writing Domain 
 

W.AW.7.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) 
to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

A.  Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically.  

 
W.IW.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

A.  Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures 
(e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and 
multimedia) when useful to aid in comprehension.  
D.  Use precise language and domain/ grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

 
W.RW.7.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening Domain 
 

SL.PE.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

A.  Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by  
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

 
SL.ES.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

 
Climate Change:  
6.3.8.CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. 



6.3.8.EconET.2: Assess the impact of government incentives and disincentives on the economy (e.g., patents, protection of private property, 
taxes). 

Holocaust & Amistad:  
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1:  Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and how they are best protected. 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.1:  Analyze primary sources to explain how democratic ideas in the United States developed from the historical experiences 
of ancient societies, England and the North American colonies. 
Unit Essential Questions:  

●​ How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions 
interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common 
good? 

●​ How can natural rights best be protected? 
●​ Why do we need a government? 

●​ What makes authority legitimate? 

●​ How can conflicts be resolved peacefully? 
 

●​ How does the idea of the “common good” give rise to the 
social contract? 

●​ Why is “civic virtue” necessary for a democracy to survive? 

●​ What are American Ideals? 

●​ Why is the right to vote critical in a democratic republic? 
 
Inquiry Questions: 

●​ Do the ways we identify ourselves change over time? 
●​ How are our identities today shaped by society? 
●​ What is the difference between feeling proud and feeling 

superior? 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Locke and other natural rights philosophers said that the 

purpose of government is to protect natural rights. Thomas 
Jefferson agreed and in the Declaration of Independence 
argued that the protection of rights is the main purpose of 
government. 

●​ Legitimacy of political authority exists in the eyes of its 
citizens. 

●​ Conflicts can be peacefully resolved through diplomacy. 
●​ The common good refers to what is beneficial for all or most 

members of a given society and therefore citizens enter into 
the social contract with their government to protect members 
of it's society. 

●​ Civic virtue describes the character of a good citizen. The 
Founders designed the American republic with those qualities 
in mind and believed they were essential to upholding it. 

●​ The American Dream is a national ethos of the United States, 
the set of ideals 
(democracy, rights, liberty, opportunity and equality) in 
which freedom includes the opportunity for prosperity and 
success, as well as an upward social mobility for the family 
and children, achieved through hard work in a society with 
few barriers. 

●​ Another responsibility of citizens is voting. The law does not 
require citizens to vote, but voting is a very important part of 



●​ Why might people not feel safe to express all their 
identities? 

 

any democracy. By voting, citizens are participating in the 
democratic process. Citizens vote for leaders to represent 
them and their ideas, and the leaders support the citizens' 
interests. 

Students will know:  
●​ Economic decision-making involves setting goals, weighing 

costs and benefits, and identifying the resources available to 
achieve those goals.  

●​ Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Economic Ways 
of Thinking  

●​ Governments have different structures which impact 
development (expansion) and civic participation.  

 
 

 

Students will be able to: 
●​ Analyze primary sources to explain how democratic ideas in 

the United States developed from the historical experiences of 
ancient societies, England, and the North American colonies. 

●​ Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and 
how they are best protected. 

●​ Evaluate, take, and defend a position on why government is 
necessary, and the purposes government should serve. 

●​ Analyze primary sources to explain how democratic ideas in 
the United States developed from the historical experiences of 
ancient societies, England, and the North American colonies. 

●​ Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and 
how they are best protected. 

●​ Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how 
conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic 
society. 

 
  

 

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  

●​ Student Mock Election  
●​ DBQ: Foundations of American Democracy 

Formative Assessments:  

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/mock-election
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gSv2gplHybvXOImazQwwfF-IF99eirXQQXRTbocYYHk/edit?usp=sharing


●​ Citizenship Pretest 
●​ Classroom Declaration 
●​ Natural Rights 
●​ Current Event Analysis 
●​ Election Process 
●​ Why Is Government Necessary? 

Common Benchmark Assessments:  
●​ Student Mock Election  
●​ Analysis of the benefits of democratic government 
●​ Writing assignment on American Ideals 

 
Alternative Assessments:  
Current event portfolio identifying the Bill of Rights and citizens rights. 
 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Topic Skill Supporting Questions Learning Objectives Learning Activities & 
Differentiation 

(Asian American & Pacific 
Islanders,  

LGBTQ and People with 
Disabilites,  

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
[DEI],) 

Timefr
ame 

(Days 
or 

Weeks) 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/mock-election


Natural 
Rights of 

Man 

Analyze primary 
sources to explain 
how democratic ideas 
in the United States 
developed from the 
historical experiences 
of ancient societies, 
England, and the 
North American 
colonies. 

●​ What would 
life be like in a 
state of nature? 

●​ What are 
natural  rights?​
 

●​ How do natural 
rights represent 
the dignity of 
each human 
being?  

●​Identify the 
basic ideas on 
government 
from Thomas 
Hobbes and 
John Locke. 

●​Define the 
terms: state of 
nature, natural 
rights, 
sovereign. 

●​Trace the 
development of 
the idea of the 
social contract 
from Hobbes 
and Locke. 

 

●​ Take Action 

●​ iCivics: John Locke 

●​ iCivics: The Enlightenment 

Mini-Lesson 

●​ What is Citizenship? 

●​ iCivics: Why Government? 

●​ Holocaust and slavery. - How 

were the Natural Rights of 

Man violated? 

5 days 

Authority Construct an 
argument as to the 
source of human 
rights and how they 
are best protected. 

 

●​ Why is the 
government 
necessary to 
balance 
absolute 
freedom versus 
security and 
order? 

●​ How does the 
government 
protect 
individual 
rights while 

●​Identify major 
forms of 
government 
(autocracy, 
monarchy, 
dictatorship, 
representative 
and direct 
democracy, 
oligarchy, 
theocracy, 
anarchy) 

 
●​ iCivics: Who Rules?  

 

 
2 days 

  

https://www.icivics.org/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Locke_StudentDocs.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/enlightenment-mini-lesson?back-ref-search=natural%20rights%20of%20man&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/enlightenment-mini-lesson?back-ref-search=natural%20rights%20of%20man&back-ref-filter=
https://www.learningforjustice.org/learning-plan/what-is-citizenship
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/why-government?back-ref-search=why%20government%3F&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/who-rules?back-ref-search=who%20rules%3F&back-ref-filter=


maintaining 
order? 

●​ What is the 
difference 
between 
authority and 
power? 

●​ What forms can 
the government 
take? 

●​ What are the 
advantages and 
disadvantages 
of each? 

●​ Why is the rule 
of law 
important?​
 

●​ What is the 
government's 
role on 
taxation, 
employment 
laws, 
employment, 
education, 
circulation of 
money, 
inflation, 
currency rates 

●​Compare and 
contrast the 
major features 
of different 
forms of 
government 

●​Analyze 
examples of 
real-world 
governments  

●​Analyze how 
taxes affect 
personal 
finance, 
government 
agencies that 
affect the 
financial 
industry, and 
consumer 
protection laws. 



and consumer 
fraud? 

Democrati
c Means 
of Conflict 
Resolution 

Evaluate, take, and 
defend a position on 
why government is 
necessary, and the 
purposes government 
should serve. 

●​ What are the 
sources of 
conflict? 

●​ How are 
conflicts 
 between 
individuals 
resolved? 

●​ How are 
conflicts 
between 
countries 
resolved? 

●​ When is 
compromise 
necessary?​
 

●​ How can 
conflicts be 
resolved 
peacefully in a 
democratic 
society?​
 

●​ Why is respect 
for diverse 
perspectives a 
crucial 

●​Define foreign 
policy 

●​Distinguish 
between 
isolationism 
and 
internationalis
m 

●​Explain the 
relationship 
between the 
national interest 
and U.S. 
foreign policy 

●​Explain the role 
of the three 
branches of 
government in 
foreign policy 

●​Make 
judgments 
about the 
effectiveness of 
various 
diplomatic 
strategies in a 
variety of 
situations 

 
 

●​ iCivics: Foreign Policy & 
Diplomacy 

●​ iCivics: Diplomacy 
●​ iCivics: Conflict & 

Cooperation 
●​ iCivics: International 

Influence 

8 days 

https://www.icivics.org/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Diplomacy_StudentDocs_0.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Diplomacy_StudentDocs_0.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/diplomacy?back-ref-search=foreign%20policy%20and%20diplomacy&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Conflict%20and%20Cooperation_StudentDocs.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/Conflict%20and%20Cooperation_StudentDocs.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/International%20Influence_StudentDocs_0.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/sites/default/files/lesson_plan/International%20Influence_StudentDocs_0.pdf


component of 
civil discourse? 

●​ What strategies 
can help us 
better 
incorporate 
multiple 
perspectives 
into civil 
conversations? 

●​Distinguish 
between aid, 
sanctions, and 
military force 
as foreign 
policy tools 

 

Common 
Good & 
Civic 
Virtue 

Analyze primary 
sources to explain 
how democratic ideas 
in the United States 
developed from the 
historical experiences 
of ancient societies, 
England, and the 
North American 
colonies. 

●​ What classical 
ideals about the 
need for civic 
virtue did the 
Founders 
adopt? 

●​ What is the 
“common 
good”?​
 

●​ How does the 
“social 
contract” 
balance the 
need for social 
order and 
individual 
liberty? 

●​ How does the 
social contract 
limit individual 

●​Analyze the 
ideas behind 
America’s 
founding 
documents 

●​Recognize how 
various 
individuals and 
groups 
contributed to 
the 
development of 
the U.S. 
government 

●​Identify the 
ideas of various 
Enlightenment 
thinkers who 
influenced 

 
 

●​ iCivics: John Locke Mini 
Lesson 

●​ iCivics: Thomas Hobbes 
Mini-Lesson 

●​ iCivics: Rousseau 
Mini-Lesson 

●​ Primary Sources: Two 
Treatises of Government, 
1690 

 
 

 
 
 

5 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/john-locke-mini-lesson?back-ref-search=John%20Locke&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/john-locke-mini-lesson?back-ref-search=John%20Locke&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/thomas-hobbes-mini-lesson?back-ref-search=thomas%20hobbes&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/thomas-hobbes-mini-lesson?back-ref-search=thomas%20hobbes&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/rousseau-mini-lesson?back-ref-search=social%20contract&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/rousseau-mini-lesson?back-ref-search=social%20contract&back-ref-filter=
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1690locke-sel.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1690locke-sel.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1690locke-sel.asp


freedom for the 
common good? 

America’s 
founders 

●​Big 
Ideas: tabula 
rasa/ blank 
slate, state of 
nature, natural 
rights (life, 
liberty, 
property), 
purpose of 
government, 
social contract, 
An Essay 
Concerning 
Human 
Understanding  

 

American 
Ideals 

Construct an 
argument as to the 
source of human 
rights and how they 
are best protected. 

●​ Where in our 
founding 
documents do 
find American 
Ideals listed?​
 

●​ What does 
“consent of the 
governed” 
mean and do 
we find this 
concept in our 

●​Analyze the 
American 
fundamental 
beliefs & 
Constitutional 
principles 

●​Define the rule 
of law 

●​Recognize the 
influence of the 
rule of law on 
the 
development of 

 
 

●​ Teaching History: Life, 
Liberty, & Property: 
What’s The Big Idea? 
 

 

 
 

5 days 

https://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/english-language-learners/24139
https://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/english-language-learners/24139
https://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/english-language-learners/24139


founding 
documents? 

●​ What do we 
mean by 
“equality” and 
where do we 
find this 
concept in our 
founding 
documents?​
 

●​ What is fairness 
or “justice” and 
where do we 
find this 
concept in our 
founding 
documents? 

●​ What is the 
“rule of law”? 

●​ Why was 
religious 
tolerance 
important? 

the American 
legal, political, 
and 
governmental 
systems 

●​Examine how 
the rule of law 
affects 
everyday life 

●​Explain how 
the rule of law 
protects 
individual 
rights and 
preserves the 
common good 

●​Analyze the 
necessity of 
establishing 
and enforcing 
the rule of law 

●​Identify the 
effect of 
Marbury v. 
Madison and its 
relationship to 
the rule of law 

Elections Engage in simulated 
democratic processes 
(e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial 

●​ What are the 
responsibilities 
of elected 
representatives? 

●​Explain the 
steps taken 
from the 

 
●​ iCivics: Rule of Law 
●​ iCivics: Mock Election 

 
 

12 
days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/rule-law?back-ref-search=rule%20of%20law&back-ref-filter=
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/mock-election?back-ref-search=mock%20election&back-ref-filter=


proceedings, 
elections) to 
understand how 
conflicting points of 
view are addressed in 
a democratic society. 

●​ How can we 
evaluate 
candidates for 
positions of 
authority? 

●​ How can we 
determine the 
accuracy of 
what we read 
and view? 

●​ What is the role 
of political 
parties and 
interest groups?​
 

●​ Who represents 
you in New 
Jersey and 
Washington, 
D.C.? 

●​ Why are local 
and state 
elections 
important? 

primary season 
to the election 
through 
scaffolded 
activities 

●​Demonstrate 
the voting 
process in 
primary and 
class wide 
elections 

●​Describe the 
impact of an 
election at the 
classroom level 
in an open 
response 
activity 

●​Engage in a 
simulated 
democratic 
process 

●​ Why Local Elections 
Matter 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/why-local-elections-matter
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/why-local-elections-matter


iCivics 
Articles 

●​ Current Event Articles:   
○​ Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept) 
○​ 9/11 
○​ Constitution Day 
○​ Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

●​ Specific articles related to the content. 
 

IXL 
●​ Identify types of government 
●​ The Natural Rights of Man 
●​ Principles of Government 
●​ Government & Society 
●​ Influences on US Government 

 
Wonderopolis 

●​ Should You Believe Everything You Hear? 
●​ What Is Suffrage? 
●​ Why Do We Vote On Tuesdays? 
●​ Can You See Both Sides of an Issue? 
●​ What Is A Democracy? 

BrainPop 
●​ Elections 

○​ Census 
○​ Primaries & Caucuses 
○​ Political Party Origins 
○​ Political Parties 
○​ Voting 

●​ US Government 
○​ Democracy 

 



○​ Voting 
Venn Diagrams 
Graphic Organizers 
Political Cartoons 
 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  

○​ Audio book 
○​ Podcasts 

●​ Use of prompts  
○​ Compare and Contrast  
○​ Sentence Starters 
○​ Note-taking Skills 

●​ Modification of content and student products  
○​ Reduced questions 
○​ Reduced writing 
○​ Note-Taking Guides 

●​ Testing accommodations  
○​ Student Mock Election  
○​ Analysis of the benefits of democratic government 
○​ Writing assignment on American Ideals 

●​ Authentic assessments  
○​ Student Mock Election 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/mock-election


●​ Small group/One to one 
●​ Additional time 
●​ Review of directions 
●​  Student restates information 
●​ Space for movement or breaks 
●​ Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts 
●​ Preferential seating 
●​ Follow a routine/schedule 
●​ Rest breaks 
●​ Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task 
●​ Checklists 
●​ Immediate feedback 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
○​ Scaffolded reading 

●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  

○​ Writing arguments & debates 
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  

○​ Enrichment Questions 
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  

○​ Current Events 
●​ Problem-based learning 
●​ Interest-based research 
●​ Authentic problem-solving 



 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Personal vocabulary 
●​ Text-to-speech 
●​ Simplified instructions 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced  English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support At-Risk Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
○​ Note-taking skills 

●​ Guided reading 
●​ Introduce key vocabulary before lesson  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Work in a small group   
●​ Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach  
●​ Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
●​ Use visuals / Anchor Charts  
●​ Leveled texts according to ability  



○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Choice Boards 
●​ Literature circles 
●​ Project-based learning 
●​ Graphic organizers 

○​ Graphic organizers and visuals 
●​ Choice books 
●​ Mini-Workshops  to reteach or extend 
●​ Jigsaw 
●​ Goal-setting with students 
●​ Use of a reading buddy 
●​ Exploration based on interest 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with 504 Plans:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
●​ Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
●​ Amplification system as needed 
●​ Leveled texts according to ability 

○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
●​ Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
●​ Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

○​ Vocabulary chart 

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 



Unit Title #: Unit 2 - Foundational Documents 
 
Unit Summary: This unit will address the historical foundations of the American Republic, Federalism, the three branches of government, 
the amendment process and the Bill of Rights will be analyzed. 

Unit Learning Targets 

NJSLS Standards:  
6.1.8.CivicsPI.3a Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national government 
met the goals established in the Constitution.  
6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.a:  Use primary sources as evidence to explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key 
principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy  
6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.d:  Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution in terms of the 
decision-making powers of national government. 
6.1.8.CivicsPI3.d. Use data and other evidence to determine the extent to which demographics influenced the debate on representation in 
Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans. 
6.1.8.Civics.PD.3.a:  Cite evidence to determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.5:  Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how 
conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on varying perspectives on causes of climate change (e.g., crosscultural, gender-specific, generational), and 
determine how the data can best be used to design multiple potential solutions  

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2).  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option (e.g., 
MS-ETS1-4, 6.1.8.CivicsDP.1). 



9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors that led to a positive or 
negative outcome. 

9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  

9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues. 
8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 
8.2.8.ITH.3: Evaluate the impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system.   
8.2.8.ITH.4: Identify technologies that have been designed to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies and explain the change in impact.  
8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in 
one society but not in another.  
Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc. 
2023 NJSLS-ELA Grade 7 Standards: 
 
Language Domain 

 
L.SS.7.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking.  

D.  Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old green  
shirt). 
E.  Recognize spelling conventions.  

 
L.KL.7.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

A.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
B.  Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 
Reading Domain 
 

RI.CR.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an informational text  
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 



 
RI.CI.7.2. Determine a central idea in an informational text and explain how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a  
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

 
RI.TS.7.4. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text and how it contributes to the text as a whole, including using  
knowledge of text structures (e.g., cause-effect, proposition-support) and genre features (e.g., graphics, captions, indexes) to  
organize and analyze important information. 
 
RI.AA.7.7. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence  
is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  

 
Writing Domain 
 

W.AW.7.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) 
to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

B.  Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of 
the topic or text, using credible sources.  

 
W.IW.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

B.  Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
D.  Use precise language and domain/ grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

 
W.WP.7.4. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning; flexibly 
making editing and revision choices and sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; and focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 

 
W.RW.7.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening Domain 



 
SL.PE.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

B.  Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as  
needed.  

 
SL.ES.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

 
Climate Change: N/A 
Holocaust & Amistad:  
6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.a:  Use primary sources as evidence to explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key 
principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy  
Unit Essential Questions:  

●​ How have economic, political, and cultural decisions 
promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, 
individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human 
dignity? 

●​ To what extent did the founding documents (Declaration of 
Independence, Constitution Bill of Rights) articulate and 
establish/ensure American Ideals? 

●​ How is federalism a key part of the structure of the U.S. 
government? 

●​ Should the legislative branch continue to be considered 
“first among equal” branches? 

●​ How can the American government best ensure effective 
administration while protecting against abuse of power? 

●​ Should the number of justices of the U.S. Supreme Court be 
expanded? 

●​ Did the Constitution need a Bill of Rights?  
 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
●​ EU1: The Declaration, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights 

are based on the idea that all people have certain fundamental 
rights that governments are created to protect.  

●​ EU2: Democratic norms are in place to facilitate a peaceful, 
respectful, smoothly-run government. 

●​ EU3: Federalism limits government by creating two sovereign 
powers, the national government and state governments, 
thereby restraining the influence of both. 

●​ EU4: Separation of powers imposes internal limits by dividing 
the government against itself, giving different branches 
separate functions and forcing them to share power. 

●​ EU5: On April 15, a group of House and Senate Democrats 
introduced the Judiciary Act of 2021, seeking to expand the 
size of the U.S. Supreme Court from 9 justices to 13. 

●​ EU6: The first 10 amendments to the Constitution make up 
the Bill of Rights. Federalists argued that the Constitution did 



 
Inquiry Questions 

●​ How have people advocated and fought for justice 
throughout history? 

●​ What is a just society? 
●​ How do bias and prejudice undermine equal rights? 
●​ Why do we feel empathy for others when they are 

mistreated? 
●​ How would society be affected if no one took responsibility 

for standing up for others? 
●​ What happens when we speak up to bigotry and what 

happens when we do not? 
●​ How can people with less power stand up to people with 

more power? 
●​ What is the difference between being treated unfairly by 

another person and receiving unequal treatment under the 
law? 

●​ Can progress take place without action? 
●​ Why do some people stand up to prejudice and unfairness 

while others choose not to? 
 

not need a bill of rights, because the people and the states kept 
any powers not given to the federal government. 

 

Students will know:  

●​ The historical foundations of the American Republic 
●​ The concept of Federalism 
●​ The Legislative Branch 
●​ The Executive Branch 
●​ The Judiciary Branch 
●​ The amendment process 
●​ The Bill of Rights 

Students will be able to: 
●​ Use primary sources as evidence to explain why the 

Declaration of Independence was written and how its key 
principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American 
democracy  

●​ Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the 
United States Constitution in terms of the decision-making 
powers of national government. 



 
 

 

●​ Use data and other evidence to determine the extent to which 
demographics influenced the debate on representation in 
Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and 
Virginia plans. 

●​ Cite evidence to determine the role that compromise played in 
the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights 

●​ Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how 
conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic 
society. 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  

●​ Simulated Federal Convention 
●​ Analysis of Supreme Court Cases 
●​ Non-Fiction Writing: Impact of the  Compromise 
●​ Branches of the US Government 

 

Formative Assessments:  

●​ The Legislative Branch Quiz 
●​ The Executive Branch Quiz 
●​ The Judiciary Branch Quiz 
●​ The Amendment Process Quiz 
●​ The Bill of Rights Mini-Project 

 

https://www.savvasrealize.com/content/viewer/standalone/loader/view/7ba8342f-9657-3eb8-b2a8-85e2c0c1aec1/13/nonscorable?programId=b76569aa-eca8-39b4-be42-97d025a7b3c2&programVersion=0&containerId=8f1cb55f-21f6-31c6-abe5-6a6b77cf7c0b&containerVersion=13&backUrl=https:%2F%2Fwww.savvasrealize.com%2Fdashboard%2Fprogram%2Fb76569aa-eca8-39b4-be42-97d025a7b3c2%2F0%2Ftier%2F13c69fe2-7eef-3928-8cc5-03df166751e4%2F0%2Flesson%2F8f1cb55f-21f6-31c6-abe5-6a6b77cf7c0b%2F13&locale=en


Common Benchmark Assessments:  
●​ Analysis of Supreme Court Cases 

 
Alternative Assessments:  
Spotlight On Change 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Topic Skill Supporting Questions Learning Objectives Learning Activities & 
Differentiation 

(Asian American & Pacific 
Islanders,  

LGBTQ and People with 
Disabilites,  

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
[DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

Historical 
foundation
s of the 
American 
Republic 

Use primary sources 
as evidence to explain 
why the Declaration 
of Independence was 
written and how its 
key principles evolved 
to become unifying 
ideas of American 
democracy  
 

●​ What led to the 
Declaration of 
Independence? 

●​ What did the 
Founders 
believe about 
government? 

●​ Why was the 
Declaration of 
Independence 
written? 

●​ What is popular 
sovereignty? 

●​ How did the 
Constitution 
address the 
problems of the 

●​ Identify key 
causes resulting 
in the 
Declaration Of 
Independence 
and the 
Revolutionary 
War 

●​ Describe the 
colonies’ 
grievances with 
Britain 

●​ Explain the 
effects of 
British 
economic and 

 

●​ Got Grievances? 

●​ The Declaration of 
Independence 

●​ Declaration of 
Independence and Rights 
of Women 

●​ African- American Rights, 

Women's Rights, and 

Persons with Disabilities, 

victims of the Holocaust. 

5  days 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/learning-plan/washington-state-civics
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/got-grievances?keywords=declaration%20&type%5B1%5D=1&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/090417/5-minute-guide-to-the-us-constitution.html
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/090417/5-minute-guide-to-the-us-constitution.html
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/issues/2018-19/090318/5-minute-guide-to-the-era/JS-090318-ERAPrimarySource.pdf
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/issues/2018-19/090318/5-minute-guide-to-the-era/JS-090318-ERAPrimarySource.pdf
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/issues/2018-19/090318/5-minute-guide-to-the-era/JS-090318-ERAPrimarySource.pdf


Articles of 
Confederation? 

●​ How does the 
U.S. 
Constitution 
organize 
government to 
prevent an 
abuse of 
authority? 

●​ How do the 
three branches 
of government 
interact: 
separation of 
powers vs. 
Checks and 
balances? 

●​ How does the 
Constitution 
promote 
economic 
development? 

political 
policies on the 
colonies 

●​ Explain social 
factors that 
influenced the 
writing of the 
Declaration of 
Independence 

●​ Analyze ideals 
found in the 
Declaration of 
Independence 

●​ How do bias and prejudice 
undermine equal rights? 
(Holocaust, slavery, 
persons with disabilities, 
women) 

●​ Why do we feel empathy 
for others when they are 
mistreated? 

●​ How would society be 
affected if no one took 
responsibility for standing 
up for others? 

●​ What happens when we 
speak up to bigotry and 
what happens when we do 
not? 

Federalis
m & The 
Constituti
on 

Compare and contrast 
the Articles of 
Confederation and the 
United States 
Constitution in terms 
of the 
decision-making 

●​ What is 
federalism? 

●​ How does 
federalism 
work? 

●​ What powers 
have been 
delegated to the 
national 

●​  Define 
federalism and 
explain the 
division of 
power between 
states and the 
federal 
government. 

●​ The "Federal" in 
Federalism 

●​ 5 Minute Guide to the 

Constitution  

●​ The Constitution 

●​ Anatomy of the 

Constitution 

 
5 days 

  

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/federal-federalism
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/federal-federalism
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/090417/5-minute-guide-to-the-us-constitution.html
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/090417/5-minute-guide-to-the-us-constitution.html
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/constitution
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/anatomy-constitution?referer=node/674&page_title=The%20Constitution
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/anatomy-constitution?referer=node/674&page_title=The%20Constitution


powers of national 
government. 
 
Use data and other 
evidence to determine 
the extent to which 
demographics 
influenced the debate 
on representation in 
Congress and 
federalism by 
examining the New 
Jersey and Virginia 
plans. 

government 
and which have 
been retained 
by or shared 
with state 
governments? 

●​ Why is the 
Supremacy 
Clause 
important? 

●​ How does the 
U.S. 
Constitution 
balance the 
interests of 
individuals and 
states with the 
need for a 
strong national 
government? 

●​ Identify 
expressed, 
implied, 
reserved, and 
concurrent 
powers. 

●​ Explain the 
significance of 
the Supremacy 
Clause and the 
Necessary and 
Proper Clause. 

●​ Describe the 
ongoing tension 
between federal 
and state 
power. 

●​ Compare and 
contrast 
federal, 
confederal, and 
unitary forms 
of government. 

●​ Identify the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
federalism. 

●​ Explain the 
structure, 
function, and 
powers of the 
U.S. 

●​ Interactive Constitution  

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/in-the-classroom


government as 
established in 
the 
Constitution. 

●​ Identify the 
roles of the 
three branches 
of government. 

●​ Describe the 
constitutional 
amendment 
process. 

●​ Interpret the 
intentions of 
the Preamble of 
the 
Constitution. 

The 
Legislativ
e Branch 

Engage in simulated 
democratic processes 
(e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial 
proceedings, 
elections) to 
understand how 
conflicting points of 
view are addressed in 
a democratic society 
 

●​ What are the 
powers, 
responsibilities, 
limits and role 
of the 
Congress? 

●​ How can we 
protect against 
abuse of 
authority by 
Congress? 

●​ Explain the 
structure and 
powers of the 
legislative 
branch of the 
U.S. federal 
government. 

●​ Describe the 
legislative 
process in the 
U.S. Congress. 

●​ Identify the 
legislative 
branch's role in 

 

●​ Congress In A Flash 

●​ The Three Branches of 
Government - Reading A 
Diagram 

●​ The Three Branches of 
Government  

●​ The Legislative Branch 

●​ Making Laws Webquest 

●​ How A Bill Becomes A 

Law (LawCraft) 

7 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/congress-flash?referer=node/676&page_title=The%20Legislative%20Branch
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/pages/news/2019/121819-impeachment-trial/JS-Impeachment-ThreeBranches.pdf
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/pages/news/2019/121819-impeachment-trial/JS-Impeachment-ThreeBranches.pdf
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/090417/the-three-branches-of-government.html
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/090417/the-three-branches-of-government.html
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/legislative-branch
https://www.icivics.org/products/webquests?referer=node/676&page_title=The%20Legislative%20Branch
https://www.icivics.org/games/lawcraft
https://www.icivics.org/games/lawcraft


the system of 
checks and 
balances/separa
tion of powers. 

●​ Analyze a 
primary source 
(excerpts of 
Article I). 

 

 

The 
Executive 
Branch 

Engage in simulated 
democratic processes 
(e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial 
proceedings, 
elections) to 
understand how 
conflicting points of 
view are addressed in 
a democratic society 
 

●​ What are the 
powers, 
responsibilities, 
limits and role 
of the 
President? 

●​ How and why 
has the 
authority of the 
President 
expanded over 
time? 

●​ How can we 
protect against 
the abuse of 
authority by the 
President? 

●​ Identify powers 
of the executive 
branch 
described in 
Article II of the 
U.S. 
Constitution 

●​ Describe the 
responsibilities 
of the president 
and vice 
president 

●​ Evaluate the 
difficulty of 
certain 
presidential 
responsibilities 

●​ Name the 
current 
president and 
vice president 

 

●​ The Executive Branch 

●​ For The President, All In A 

Day's Work 

●​ Being A President 

Webquest 

●​ Branches of Power Game 

 

 

 
7 days 

https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/executive-branch
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/president-all-days-work?referer=node/677&page_title=The%20Executive%20Branch
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/president-all-days-work?referer=node/677&page_title=The%20Executive%20Branch
https://www.icivics.org/node/598/resource?referer=node/677&page_title=The%20Executive%20Branch
https://www.icivics.org/node/598/resource?referer=node/677&page_title=The%20Executive%20Branch
https://www.icivics.org/node/74/resource?referer=node/677&page_title=The%20Executive%20Branch


and their 
political party 

●​ Recall the 
length of a 
president’s term 
and the number 
of terms to 
which a 
president may 
be elected 

●​ Understand 
presidential 
succession and 
identify the 
officeholders 
next in line to 
become 
president 

●​ Identify key 
departments in 
the executive 
branch 

 

The 
Judicial 
Branch 

Engage in simulated 
democratic processes 
(e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial 
proceedings, 
elections) to 
understand how 

●​ How does 
Judicial Review 
function? 

●​ How and why 
has the scope of 
judicial review 
expanded over 
time? 

●​ Identify the 
basic levels and 
functions of the 
judicial branch. 

●​ Compare the 
three levels of 
the United 

 

●​ The Judiciary Branch 

●​ Judicial Branch In A Flash 

●​ The Courts In A NutShell 

Webquest 

 
 

7 days 

https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/judicial-branch
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/judicial-branch-flash?referer=node/678&page_title=The%20Judicial%20Branch
https://www.icivics.org/node/618/resource?referer=node/678&page_title=The%20Judicial%20Branch
https://www.icivics.org/node/618/resource?referer=node/678&page_title=The%20Judicial%20Branch


conflicting points of 
view are addressed in 
a democratic society 
 

●​ Can we ensure 
that all citizens 
are equal 
before the law? 

●​ How can we 
best protect 
against the 
abuse of power 
and authority? 

States court 
system. 

●​ Demonstrate 
the progress of 
a case as it 
moves through 
the system.  

 

 

Amendme
nt Process 
and Bill of 
Rights 

Cite evidence to 
determine the role 
that compromise 
played in the creation 
and adoption of the 
Constitution and Bill 
of Rights 

●​ Was the 
omission of a 
list of protected 
rights a flaw in 
the Constitution 
as first 
adopted? 

●​ What is the 
process for 
amending the 
U.S. 
Constitution? 

●​ What 
fundamental 
human rights 
are protected in 
the Bill of 
Rights? 

●​ How does the 
Bill of Rights 
ensure that 
fundamental 
human rights 

●​ Describe the 
circumstances 
and debate that 
led to the Bill 
of Rights. 

●​ Compare and 
contrast the 
positions of the 
Federalists and 
Anti-Federalists 
as to the Bill of 
Rights. 

●​ Identify the 
rights granted 
by the Bill of 
Rights and key 
later 
amendments. 

●​ Categorize 
rights in the 
Bill of Rights 
as individual 

●​ Marbury V. Madison 

●​ Checks & Balances - 

Reading A Diagram 

●​ You’ve Got Rights! 

 
 

8 days  
(3 - The 

Amendmen
t Process; 5 
- The Bill 
of Rights) 

https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/issues/2018-19/100818/this-election-could-change-your-future/JS-100818-ChecksBalances.pdf
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/issues/2018-19/100818/this-election-could-change-your-future/JS-100818-ChecksBalances.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/youve-got-rights?referer=node/674&page_title=The%20Constitution


are protected? freedoms, 
protection from 
government 
power, or rights 
of the accused. 

●​ Predict what 
might happen if 
key rights were 
missing from 
the 
Constitution. 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
iCivics 
Articles 

●​  Current Event Articles:  
○​ Upcoming Elections(Nov.): Who is running for local, state, 

and national office? 
○​ Veteran’s Day 
○​ Native American Heritage Month 
○​ International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
○​ Muslin Heritage Month 
○​ MLK Day 

●​ Specific articles related to the content. 
 
IXL 

●​ Source Analysis: The Declaration of Independence 

 



●​ The Articles of Confederation 
●​ The Constitutional Convention 
●​ Source Analysis: The Federalist Papers 
●​ Introduction To The Consitution 
●​ Federalism 
●​ Constitutional Amendments 
●​ Interpreting The Constitution 
●​ The Executive branch 
●​ Execustive Separtments & Independent Agencies 
●​ The Legisative branch 
●​ How A Bill Becomes A Law 
●​ The Judicial Branch 
●​ Checks & Balances 
●​ Supreme Court Cases On The Balance Of Power 

 
Wonderopolis 

●​ Who Is Sonia Sotomayor? 
●​ Who Was Thuragood Marshall? 
●​ Who Was Ruth Bader Ginsberg? 
●​ Who Was Barack Obama? 
●​ What Do Vice President’s Do? 

 
BrainPop 

●​ US Government 
○​ Articles of Confederation 
○​ Bill of Rights 
○​ Branches of Government 
○​ Court System 
○​ Supreme Court 
○​ Bill of Rights 

Venn Diagrams 



Graphic Organizers 
Political Cartoons 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  

○​ Audio book 
○​ Podcasts 

●​ Use of prompts  
○​ Compare and Contrast Articles of Confederation & The Constitution 
○​ Sentence Starters 
○​ Note-taking Skills 

●​ Modification of content and student products  
○​ Reduced questions 
○​ Reduced writing 
○​ Note-Taking Guides 

●​ Testing accommodations  
○​ Analysis of the benefits of democratic government 
○​ Branches of government quizzes 

●​ Authentic assessments  
○​ Bill of Rights Mini-Project 

●​ Small group/One to one 
●​ Additional time 
●​ Review of directions 
●​  Student restates information 
●​ Space for movement or breaks 



●​ Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts 
●​ Preferential seating 
●​ Follow a routine/schedule 
●​ Rest breaks 
●​ Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task 
●​ Checklists 
●​ Immediate feedback 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
○​ Scaffolded reading 

●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  

○​ Writing arguments & debates 
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  

○​ Enrichment Questions 
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  

○​ Current Events 
●​ Problem-based learning 
●​ Interest-based research 
●​ Authentic problem-solving 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Personal vocabulary 



●​ Text-to-speech 
●​ Simplified instructions 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced  English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support At-Risk Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
○​ Note-taking Skills 

●​ Guided reading 
●​ Introduce key vocabulary before lesson  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Work in a small group   
●​ Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach  
●​ Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
●​ Use visuals / Anchor Charts  
●​ Leveled texts according to ability  

○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Choice Boards 
●​ Literature circles 
●​ Project-based learning 
●​ Graphic organizers 



○​ Graphic organizers and visuals 
●​ Choice books 
●​ Mini-Workshops  to reteach or extend 
●​ Jigsaw 
●​ Goal-setting with students 
●​ Use of a reading buddy 
●​ Exploration based on interest 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with 504 Plans:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
●​ Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
●​ Amplification system as needed 
●​ Leveled texts according to ability 

○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
●​ Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
●​ Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

○​ Vocabulary chart 

 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 3 -The Constitution, American Ideals & the American Experience 
 



Unit Summary: This unit will focus on what is considered to be the American ideal, justice and fairness, equality, the Constitution and 
human rights including: freedom of speech, assembly, right to petition, freedom of religion, and how the Constitution relates to human 
rights. 

Unit Learning Targets 

NJSLS Standards:  
6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a. Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national 
government met the goals established in the Constitution. 
6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.b and 6.3.8.CivicsPR.2: Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the 
governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances and individual rights) in establishing a 
federal government that allows for growth and change over time. 
6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:  Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or not the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence were 
fulfilled for women, African Americans and Native Americans during this time period 
6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.a:  Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of  government during the Early Republic 
(i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) 
6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b:  Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery on the political and economic expansion of the United States 
6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.c:  Construct an argument to explain how the expansion of slavery violated human rights and contradicted American 
ideals. 
6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a:  Examine sources from a variety of perspectives to describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery and 
other issues during the Antebellum period. 
6.3.8.CivicsDP.2:  Make a claim based on evidence to determine the extent and limitations of First Amendment Rights (e.g., Supreme Court 
decisions)  
6.3.8.CivicsDP.3:  Use historical case studies and current events to explain why due process is essential for the protection of individual 
rights and maintenance of limited government 
6.1.8.CivicsDP.4.a:  Research and prioritize the most significant events that led to the expansion of voting rights during the Jacksonian 
period. 
6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.a:  Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the United State Constitution from multiple 
perspectives. 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.3:  Take a position on an issue in which fundamental ideals and principles are in conflict (e.g., liberty, equality)  



6.3.8.CivicsPR.5:  Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how 
conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on varying perspectives on causes of climate change (e.g., crosscultural, gender-specific, generational), and 
determine how the data can best be used to design multiple potential solutions  

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2).  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option (e.g., 
MS-ETS1-4, 6.1.8.CivicsDP.1). 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors that led to a positive or 
negative outcome. 

9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  

9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues. 
8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 
8.2.8.ITH.3: Evaluate the impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system.   
8.2.8.ITH.4: Identify technologies that have been designed to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies and explain the change in impact.  
8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in 
one society but not in another.  
Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc. 
2023 NJSLS-ELA Grade 7 Standards: 
 
Language Domain 
 

L.KL.7.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  



A.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
B.  Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 
L.VL.7.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

A.  Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to  
the meaning of a word or phrase.  
B.  Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent,  
bellicose, rebel).  
C.  Analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.  

 
Reading Domain 
 

RI.CR.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an informational text  
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.CI.7.2. Determine a central idea in an informational text and explain how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a  
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RI.PP.7.5. Determine how an author conveys or develops perspective or purpose in a text through distinguishing their position from  
that of others using evidence. 
 
RI.AA.7.7. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence  
is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  

 
Writing Domain 
 

W.AW.7.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) 
to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

C.  Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.  
 



W.IW.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

C.  Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
D.  Use precise language and domain/ grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

 
W.WR.7.5. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions for further research and investigation.  

 
W.RW.7.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening Domain 
 

SL.PE.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

C.  Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and  
ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

 
SL.ES.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

 
Climate Change: N/A 
Holocaust & Amistad:  
6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.b and 6.3.8.CivicsPR.2: Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the 
governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances and individual rights) in establishing a 
federal government that allows for growth and change over time. 
6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:  Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or not the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence were 
fulfilled for women, African Americans and Native Americans during this time period. 



6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.c:  Construct an argument to explain how the expansion of slavery violated human rights and contradicted American 
ideals. 
6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a:  Examine sources from a variety of perspectives to describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery and 
other issues during the Antebellum period. 

Unit Essential Questions:  
●​ How have economic, political, and cultural decisions 

promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, 
individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human 
dignity? 

●​ How well has the U.S. met the fundamental principles 
established in the Constitution?  

●​ To what extent has the American experience succeeded in 
ensuring that “all men (people) are created equal”? 

●​ Should there be limits on freedom of speech or the ability to 
protest and petition the government? 

●​ Should there be restrictions on free speech in social media? 
●​ How do we best balance conflicts between religious beliefs 

and the protection of the rights of others? 
●​ How well has the U.S. balanced the need for order 

(“domestic tranquility”) and the protection of individual 
rights (“liberty”)?  

 
Inquiry Questions: 

●​ How do we ensure that people are treated fairly?  
●​ How would society be affected if no one took responsibility 

for standing up for others? 
●​ Can progress take place without action? 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
●​ EU1: The Framers of the Constitution found a way to agree 

on the following basic principles: "We the People of the 
United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the United States of 
America." 

●​ EU2: Due process is the legal requirement that requires the 
state to respect all the legal rights owed to a person. Due 
process balances the power of the state and protects the 
individual person from the power of the state. 

●​ EU3: The quotation "all men are created equal" is part of the 
sentence in the U.S. Declaration of Independence, which 
Thomas Jefferson penned in 1776 during the beginning of the 
American Revolution that reads, "We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness".  

●​ EU4: The First Amendment guarantees freedoms concerning 
religion, expression, assembly, and the right to petition.  It 
forbids Congress from both promoting one religion over 
others and also restricting an individual’s religious practices.  
It guarantees freedom of expression by prohibiting Congress 
from restricting the press or the rights of individuals to speak 



freely.  It also guarantees the right of citizens to assemble 
peaceably and to petition their government.    

●​ EU5: The principle of religious liberty should extend to all 
people, not only ones who come from a specific set of 
religious beliefs. 

●​ EU6: The Preamble to the Constitution is an introductory, 
succinct statement of the principles at work. "We the people 
of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the United States of 
America. 
 

Students will know:  
●​ Ideals of American Government 
●​ The Constitution & Human Rights 
●​ Justice 
●​ Fairness 
●​ Equality 
●​ Liberty vs. Domestic Tranquility 

 
 

Students will be able to: 
●​ Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the leadership 

and decisions of early administrations of the national 
government met the goals established in the Constitution. 

●​ Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the 
Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, 
federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks 
and balances and individual rights) in establishing a federal 
government that allows for growth and change over time. 

●​ Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or not 
the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence were 
fulfilled for women, African Americans and Native 
Americans during this time period 



●​ Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were 
impacted by acts of  government during the Early Republic 
(i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) 

●​ Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery on the 
political and economic expansion of the United States 

●​  Construct an argument to explain how the expansion of 
slavery violated human rights and contradicted American 
ideals. 

●​ Examine sources from a variety of perspectives to describe 
efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery and other 
issues during the Antebellum period. 

●​ Make a claim based on evidence to determine the extent and 
limitations of First Amendment Rights (e.g., Supreme Court 
decisions)  

●​ Use historical case studies and current events to explain why 
due process is essential for the protection of individual rights 
and maintenance of limited government 

●​ Research and prioritize the most significant events that led to 
the expansion of voting rights during the Jacksonian period. 

●​ Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th and 15th 
Amendments to the United State Constitution from multiple 
perspectives. 

●​ Take a position on an issue in which fundamental ideals and 
principles are in conflict (e.g., liberty, equality)  

●​ Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how 



conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic 
society. 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  

●​ Constitution Scavenger Hunt 

●​ Teaching Six Big Ideas in the Constitution 

●​ Non-Fiction Writing: Write a speech for the Constitutional Covention For or Against the Viginia Plan/New Jersey Plan 

●​ Crossover Unit: Freedom Walkers DBQ/RST Writing 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Justice Activity 
●​ Landmark Supreme Court Cases Webquest 
●​ Research Project Checkpoints 
●​ Human Rights Collage 
●​ Journal Entries/Reflections 
●​ Choice Board activity 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution and/or other simulated legislative hearing or judicial hearing about current day 
issues. 

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Journalism for Justice 
 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

https://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources/education/constitution-scavenger-hunt
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources/education/constitution
https://www.learningforjustice.org/learning-plan/justice-project-2020-2021


Topic Skill Supporting Questions Learning Objectives Learning Activities & 
Differentiation 

(Asian American & Pacific 
Islanders,  

LGBTQ and People with 
Disabilites,  

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
[DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 



American 
Ideals  

Cite evidence to 
evaluate the extent to 
which the leadership 
and decisions of early 
administrations of the 
national government 
met the goals 
established in the 
Constitution. 
 
Construct an 
argument to explain 
how the expansion of 
slavery violated 
human rights and 
contradicted 
American ideals 
 
Use historical case 
studies and current 
events to explain why 
due process is 
essential for the 
protection of 
individual rights and 
maintenance of 
limited government. 
 

●​ How has 
extending the 
right to vote 
supported the 
concept of the 
consent of the 
governed? 

●​ What are 
examples 
where the rule 
of law has 
prevented abuse 
of authority 
(e.g. 
impeachment)? 

●​ What are 
examples 
where 
federalism or 
checks and 
balances has 
prevented abuse 
of power by the 
national 
government? 

●​ What are 
examples 
where the U.S. 
has expanded 
or limited 
Individual 
rights?  

●​ Explain how 
voting rights 
expanded and 
contracted over 
time 

●​ Identify the 
laws and 
amendments 
that altered 
U.S. voting 
laws 

●​ Evaluate 
obstacles to 
voting 

●​ Determine 
whether 
individuals 
living at various 
times in U.S. 
history would 
have been able 
to vote 

●​ Identify voting 
as a direct way 
for citizens to 
participate in 
federal, state, 
and local 
governments 

●​ Examine how 
voting rights 

●​ Due Process Defined 

●​ Who Deserves Due 

Process? 

●​ Crime & Due Process 

●​ The Rule of Law: Due 

Process 

●​ The Rule of Law in 

American Govt: Due 
Process 

●​ DBQ: How did the 
expansion of slavery violate 
human rights and 
contradict American 
ideals? 

●​ DBQ: How did the 
Holocaust violate human 
rights and contradict 
American ideals? 

●​ 5th Amendment: Due 
Process 

●​ Dredd Scott v, Sanford 
●​ Gideon v. Wainwright 
●​ Korematsu v. US 
●​ Miranda V. Arizona 

●​ Voting Rights 
●​ Voting Age 
●​ Voting: Will You Do It? 

5 days 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/d/due-process.asp
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/re-gault-1967?keywords=due%20process&type%5B1%5D=1&type%5B2%5D=2&type%5B3%5D=3&type%5B5%5D=5&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/re-gault-1967?keywords=due%20process&type%5B1%5D=1&type%5B2%5D=2&type%5B3%5D=3&type%5B5%5D=5&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.ushistory.org/gov/10c.asp
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/middle-school-programs/the-rule-of-law-due-process/
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/middle-school-programs/the-rule-of-law-due-process/
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/lesson_plans/2019/PDF_TROL_MS/PDF_TROL_MS-DUPRO/TROL-MSDUPRO1&2%20(teacher).pdf
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/lesson_plans/2019/PDF_TROL_MS/PDF_TROL_MS-DUPRO/TROL-MSDUPRO1&2%20(teacher).pdf
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/lesson_plans/2019/PDF_TROL_MS/PDF_TROL_MS-DUPRO/TROL-MSDUPRO1&2%20(teacher).pdf
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/voting-rights?keywords=voting%20rights&type&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.icivics.org/node/1054663/resource?keywords=voting%20rights&type&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/voting-will-you-do-it?keywords=voting%20rights&type&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results


Take a position on an 
issue in which 
fundamental ideals 
and principles are in 
conflict (e.g., liberty, 
equality)  
 

have expanded 
over time 

●​ Recognize that 
voting 
requirements 
and policies are 
governed by 
states and that 
different states 
have different 
rules 

●​ Describe 
current issues 
surrounding 
voting and their 
impact 

●​  The Constitution - PBS 
Episode 1 “A More Perfect 
Union” 

●​ Thinking About 
Impeachment Like A 
Historian 

●​ The Constitution - PBS 
Episode 2 “We The 
People” 

 
 

 

Justice/Fai
rness 

Evaluate the 
effectiveness of the 
fundamental 
principles of the 
Constitution (i.e., 
consent of the 
governed, rule of law, 
federalism, limited 
government, 
separation of powers, 
checks and balances 
and individual rights) 
in establishing a 
federal government 

●​ What is the best 
definition of 
“fairness”? 

o​ What 
are 
textboo
k 
definitio
ns of 
justice 
and how 
do they 
compar
e to 
what we 
brainsto

●​ Describe the 
14th 
Amendment 
“due process of 
law” 

●​ Identify the 
main arguments 
put forth in the 
case. 

●​ Describe the 
Supreme 
Court’s 
decision and 
analysis. 

 

●​ Due Process Defined 
●​ Who Deserves Due 

Process? 
●​ Crime & Due Process 
●​ The Rule of Law: Due 

Process 
●​ The Rule of Law in 

American Govt: Due 
Process 

●​ 13th, 14th, 15th 
Amendments 

●​ Plessy v. Ferguson 

5 days 

https://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/classroom/
https://americanhistory.si.edu/blog/impeachment?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+OSayCanYouSee+%28O+Say+Can+You+See%3F-+National+Museum+of+American+History+Blog%29
https://americanhistory.si.edu/blog/impeachment?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+OSayCanYouSee+%28O+Say+Can+You+See%3F-+National+Museum+of+American+History+Blog%29
https://americanhistory.si.edu/blog/impeachment?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+OSayCanYouSee+%28O+Say+Can+You+See%3F-+National+Museum+of+American+History+Blog%29
https://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/classroom/
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/d/due-process.asp
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/re-gault-1967?keywords=due%20process&type%5B1%5D=1&type%5B2%5D=2&type%5B3%5D=3&type%5B5%5D=5&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/re-gault-1967?keywords=due%20process&type%5B1%5D=1&type%5B2%5D=2&type%5B3%5D=3&type%5B5%5D=5&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.ushistory.org/gov/10c.asp
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/middle-school-programs/the-rule-of-law-due-process/
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/middle-school-programs/the-rule-of-law-due-process/
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/lesson_plans/2019/PDF_TROL_MS/PDF_TROL_MS-DUPRO/TROL-MSDUPRO1&2%20(teacher).pdf
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/lesson_plans/2019/PDF_TROL_MS/PDF_TROL_MS-DUPRO/TROL-MSDUPRO1&2%20(teacher).pdf
https://justiceintheclassroom.net/lesson_plans/2019/PDF_TROL_MS/PDF_TROL_MS-DUPRO/TROL-MSDUPRO1&2%20(teacher).pdf


that allows for growth 
and change over time. 

rmed in 
class? 

●​ What is “due 
process” and 
how does it 
protect 
individual 
rights? 

●​ How should 
criminal actions 
be fairly 
addressed? 

●​ Identify the 
impact of the 
Court’s 
decision. 

●​ Analyze 
fairness and 
due process 

 

●​ Civil Rights Act 
●​ Voting Rights Act 
●​ Nuremberg Trials 

 

 

Equality 

Use primary and 
secondary sources to 
assess whether or not 
the ideals found in the 
Declaration of 
Independence were 
fulfilled for women, 
African Americans 
and Native Americans 
during this time 
period 
 
Evaluate the impact 
of the institution of 
slavery on the 
political and 

●​ What does the 
14th 
Amendment 
mean by “equal 
protection 
under the law”? 

●​ What is 
equality of 
opportunity? 

●​ What is 
“affirmative 
action”? 

●​ Is there equality 
of opportunity 
in the United 
States? 

●​ Predict what 
might happen if 
key rights were 
missing from 
the Constitution 

●​ Identify key 
rights granted 
by the Bill of 
Rights and the 
13th, 14th, 
15th, 19th, and 
26th 
Amendments 

●​ Recall the 
specific 
amendment that 
guarantees a 
particular right 

 

●​ Amendment Mini-Lesson 

●​  The Constitution - PBS 

Episode 3 “Equality” 

●​  The Constitution - PBS 

Episode 4 “Built To Last?” 

●​ To Sign or Not To Sign? 

(The Constitution) 

 

5 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/amendment-mini-lesson?keywords=bill%20of%20rights&type%5B1%5D=1&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/classroom/
https://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/classroom/
https://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/To_Sign_or_Not_To_Sign.pdf
https://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/To_Sign_or_Not_To_Sign.pdf


economic expansion 
of the United States 
 
Examine sources from 
a variety of 
perspectives to 
describe efforts to 
reform education, 
women’s rights, 
slavery and other 
issues during the 
Antebellum period. 
 
Research and 
prioritize the most 
significant events that 
led to the expansion 
of voting rights 
during the Jacksonian 
period. 
 
Analyze the 
effectiveness of the 
13th, 14th and 15th 
Amendments to the 
United State 
Constitution from 
multiple perspectives 

●​ Determine if 
client 
complaints are 
covered by a 
constitutional 
right 

●​ Determine if 
any rights were 
missing from 
the Constitution 

 



 
 

The 
Constituti
on and 
Human 
Rights: 
Freedom 
of Speech, 
Assembly, 
and Right 
to Petition 

Explain how and why 
constitutional civil 
liberties were 
impacted by acts of  
government during 
the Early Republic 
(i.e., Alien and 
Sedition Acts) 
 
Make a claim based 
on evidence to 
determine the extent 
and limitations of 
First Amendment 
Rights (e.g., Supreme 
Court decisions)  
 

●​ How does the 
First 
Amendment 
protect free 
expression? 

●​ Why is 
freedom of 
speech 
important for 
sustaining a 
democracy? 

●​ What are 
examples of the 
“right to 
assemble and 
petition the 
government” 
being used to 
protect 
individual 
rights and/or 
prevent abuse 
of authority? 

●​ What are the 
relevant court 
cases about 
freedom of 
expression and 
how do they 

●​ Identify that 
"free speech" is 
protected by 
the First 
Amendment. 

●​ Define hate 
speech and 
anti-Semitism. 

●​ Describe 
different types 
of speech that 
are and are not 
protected by 
the First 
Amendment 
according to 
the Supreme 
Court. 

●​ Explain how 
the Supreme 
Court has ruled 
regarding hate 
speech and 
First 
Amendment 
free speech 
protections. 

 

●​ Stipulating Speech 

●​ First Amendment 101 

●​ First Amendment 101 

Activity 

●​ Free Speech - Junior 

Scholastic 

●​ First Amendment In The 

Classroom 

●​ First Amendment 

Resources 

●​ Freedom of Speech 

 

 

 

8 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/stipulating-speech?keywords=freedom%20of%20speech&type&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/010818/first-amendment-101.html#960L
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/issues/2017-18/010818/first-amendment-101/JS-010818-TG-KTN-FirstAmendment.pdf
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/issues/2017-18/010818/first-amendment-101/JS-010818-TG-KTN-FirstAmendment.pdf
https://junior.scholastic.com/pages/search-results.html?text=free%20speech%20restrictions&tab=article&asort=relevance&isort=relevance&arows=12&path=/content/classroom_magazines/junior/new-home-page-logged-in
https://junior.scholastic.com/pages/search-results.html?text=free%20speech%20restrictions&tab=article&asort=relevance&isort=relevance&arows=12&path=/content/classroom_magazines/junior/new-home-page-logged-in
https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/page/in-the-classroom
https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/page/in-the-classroom
https://mtsu.edu/first-amendment/post/457/the-12-best-sites-for-teaching-the-first-amendment
https://mtsu.edu/first-amendment/post/457/the-12-best-sites-for-teaching-the-first-amendment
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/12/learning/lesson-plans/freedom-of-speech-a-lesson-on-understanding-the-protections-and-limits-of-the-first-amendment.html


apply to 
contemporary 
events? 

●​ How has social 
media changed 
public 
discourse and 
what problems 
has it created? 

●​ How can we 
address the 
spreading of 
propaganda and 
lies in social 
media? 

●​ Identify and 
extract 
arguments from 
written texts. 

The 
Constituti
on and 
Human 
Rights: 
Freedom 
of 
Religion 

Make a claim based 
on evidence to 
determine the extent 
and limitations of 
First Amendment 
Rights (e.g., Supreme 
Court decisions)  

●​ What is the 
difference 
between “the 
establishment 
of religion” and 
the “free 
exercise of 
religion”? 

●​ What are the 
relevant court 
cases regarding 
freedom of 
religion and 
how do they 
apply to 
contemporary 
events? 

●​ Understand 
Freedom of 
Religion 

●​ Examine their 
own actions 
when someone 
believes 
differently than 
they do. 

●​ Identify ways 
that we can be 
more accepting 
of different 
belief systems. 

●​ Freedom of Speech 

●​ Teaching About Freedom 

of Religion 

●​ Religious Liberty: 

Landmark Supreme Court 
Cases 

8 days 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/12/learning/lesson-plans/freedom-of-speech-a-lesson-on-understanding-the-protections-and-limits-of-the-first-amendment.html
https://educators4sc.org/teaching-about-freedom-of-religion/
https://educators4sc.org/teaching-about-freedom-of-religion/
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/e-lessons/religious-liberty
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/e-lessons/religious-liberty
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/e-lessons/religious-liberty


The 
Constituti
on and 
Human 
Rights: 
Liberty 
versus 
“Domestic 
Tranquilit
y” 

Make a claim based 
on evidence to 
determine the extent 
and limitations of 
First Amendment 
Rights (e.g., Supreme 
Court decisions)  
 
Engage in simulated 
democratic processes 
(e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial 
proceedings, 
elections) to 
understand how 
conflicting points of 
view are addressed in 
a democratic society 

 
 

●​ What is 
“liberty”? 

●​ What is 
“domestic 
tranquility”? 

●​ What is 
“privacy”? 

●​ What are the 
relevant court 
cases involving 
the Fourth 
Amendment  
and how do 
they apply to 
past and current 
events? 

●​ How has the 
U.S. balanced 
the need for 
order and the 
protection of 
individual 
rights during 
times of peace 
and times of 
war? 

●​ Identify 
constitutional 
rights 
guaranteed by 
the Bill of 
Rights and the 
13th, 14th, 
15th, 19th, and 
26th 
Amendments 

●​ Recall the 
specific 
amendment that 
guarantees a 
particular right 

●​ Recognize 
complaints not 
involving 
constitutional 
rights 

 

●​ Do I have a right? 

●​ Do I Have A Right 
Resources 

●​ Amendment Guide 

●​ Human Rights Education 

 

8 days 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 

https://www.icivics.org/games/do-i-have-right
https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf?path=/sites/default/files/Guide_DoIHaveARight_2017_2.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf?path=/sites/default/files/Guide_DoIHaveARight_2017_2.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf?path=/sites/default/files/Amendment%20Guide_English_2.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/pdfs/HumanRightsAndServiceLearningPt1.pdf


iCivics 
Articles 

●​ Current Event Articles: 
○​ Black History Month 
○​ President’s Day 
○​ Women’s History Month 
○​  

●​ Specific articles related to the content. 
 

 
IXL 

●​ What Are Civil Liberties and Civil Rights? 
●​ Supreme Court Cases on the Bill of Rights 
●​ Supreme Court Cases on the 14th Amendment 

 
Wonderopolis 

●​ Do Kids Have Rights? 
●​ What Is A Civil Right? 
●​ What Is Black History Month? 
●​ Why Do We Celebrate Women’s History? 

BrainPop 
●​ The Law 

○​ Bill of Rights 
○​ Sisability Rights 
○​ Miranda Rights 
○​ Student Rights 

●​ Black History 
○​ Black History Month 
○​ Civil Rights 
○​ MLK 
○​ Voting Rights 

 



○​ Juneteenth 
●​ Women’s History 

○​ Sonia Sotomayor 
○​ Eleanor Roosevelt 
○​ Sally Ride 
○​ Women’s Suffrage 
○​ Feminism 

 
 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  

○​ Audio book 
○​ Podcasts 

●​ Use of prompts  
○​ Compare and Contrast  
○​ Sentence Starters Freedom Walkers DBQ/RST Writing 
○​ Note-taking Skills 

●​ Modification of content and student products  
○​ Reduced questions 
○​ Reduced writing 
○​ Note-Taking Guides 

●​ Testing accommodations  
○​ USSC Cases 



○​ Freedom Walkers DBQ/RST Writing 
●​ Authentic assessments  

○​ Human Rights Project 
○​ Webquets 

●​ Small group/One to one 
●​ Additional time 
●​ Review of directions 
●​  Student restates information 
●​ Space for movement or breaks 
●​ Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts 
●​ Preferential seating 
●​ Follow a routine/schedule 
●​ Rest breaks 
●​ Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task 
●​ Checklists 
●​ Immediate feedback 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
○​ Scaffolded reading 

●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  

○​ Writing arguments & debates 
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  

○​ Enrichment Questions 
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  



○​ Current Events 
●​ Problem-based learning 
●​ Interest-based research 
●​ Authentic problem-solving 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Personal vocabulary 
●​ Text-to-speech 
●​ Simplified instructions 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced  English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support At-Risk Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
○​ Note-taking Skills 

●​ Guided reading 
●​ Introduce key vocabulary before lesson  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Work in a small group   



●​ Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach  
●​ Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
●​ Use visuals / Anchor Charts  
●​ Leveled texts according to ability  

○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Choice Boards 
●​ Literature circles 
●​ Project-based learning 
●​ Graphic organizers 

○​ Graphic organizers and visuals 
●​ Choice books 
●​ Mini-Workshops  to reteach or extend 
●​ Jigsaw 
●​ Goal-setting with students 
●​ Use of a reading buddy 
●​ Exploration based on interest 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with 504 Plans:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
●​ Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
●​ Amplification system as needed 
●​ Leveled texts according to ability 

○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
●​ Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
●​ Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

○​ Vocabulary chart 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 4 -The Role of the Citizen in a Democratic Society 
 
Unit Summary: This unit will analyze the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, roles of local and state government, public policy, and 
demonstrate an understanding of what it means to be an active citizen. 

Unit Learning Targets 

NJSLS Standards:  
6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.c:  Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, political parties, interest groups, and  the media in a variety of 
governmental and nongovernmental contexts. 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.7:  Compare how ideas become laws at the local, state and national level. 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.4:  Investigate the role of political, civil, and economic organizations in shaping people’s lives and share this information 
with individuals who might benefit from it. 
6.3.8.CivicsPD.1:  Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments and develop a reasoned 
conclusion. 
6.3.8.CivicsPD.2:  Propose and defend a position regarding a public policy issue at the appropriate local, state or national level. 
6.3.8.CivicsDP.1:  Identify an issue of inequality, develop multiple solutions and communicate the best one to an appropriate government 
body. 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.4:  Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.6:  Seek the perspectives of multiple stakeholders with diverse points of view regarding a local budget issue and take a 
position on proposed policy. 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.5:  Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how 
conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 



6.3.8.CivicsPD.3:  Construct a claim as to why it is important for democracy that individuals are informed by facts, aware of diverse 
viewpoints and willing to take action on public issues. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on varying perspectives on causes of climate change (e.g., crosscultural, gender-specific, generational), and 
determine how the data can best be used to design multiple potential solutions  

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2).  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option (e.g., 
MS-ETS1-4, 6.1.8.CivicsDP.1). 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors that led to a positive or 
negative outcome. 

9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  

9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues. 
8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 
8.2.8.ITH.3: Evaluate the impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system.   
8.2.8.ITH.4: Identify technologies that have been designed to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies and explain the change in impact.  
8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in 
one society but not in another.  
Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc. 
2023 NJSLS-ELA Grade 7 Standards: 
 
Language Domain 

 
L.KL.7.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  



A.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
B.  Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 
L.VL.7.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

D.  Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of  
a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  
E.  Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in  
context or in a dictionary). 

 
Reading Domain 
 

RI.CR.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an informational text  
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.CI.7.2. Determine a central idea in an informational text and explain how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a  
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RI.MF.7.6. Compare and contrast texts to analyze the unique qualities of different mediums, including the integration of information  
from multiple formats and sources to develop deeper understanding of the concept, topic or subject and resolve conflicting  
information. 
 
RI.AA.7.7. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence  
is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  

 
Writing Domain 
 

W.AW.7.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) 
to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

E.  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
 



W.IW.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

D.  Use precise language and domain/ grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
F.  Provide a concluding statement or section (e.g., sentence, part of a paragraph, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs) that 
follows the flow of ideas, reflects back on the topic, and supports the information or explanation presented. 

 
W.SE.7.6. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation.  
 
W.RW.7.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening Domain 
 

SL.PE.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

D.  Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 
 

SL.ES.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

Personal Financial Literacy 
9.1.8.CR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, volunteer service, and charities in community development and the quality of 
life in a variety of cultures.  
9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors.  
9.1.8.CR.3: Relate the importance of consumer, business, and government responsibility to the economy and personal finance.  
9.1.8.CR.4: Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions.  
9.1.8.CDM.1: Compare and contrast the use of credit cards and debit cards for specific purchases and the advantages and disadvantages of 
using each.  
9.1.8.CDM.2: Demonstrate an understanding of the terminology associated with different types of credit (e.g., credit cards, installment 
loans, mortgages, lines of credit) and compare and calculate the interest rates associated with each. 



9.1.8.CDM.3: Compare and contrast loan management strategies, including interest charges and total principal repayment costs.  
9.1.8.CDM.4: Evaluate the application process for different types of loans (e.g., credit card, mortgage, student loans). 
9.1.8.CP.1: Compare prices for the same goods or services. • 9.1.8.CP.2: Analyze how spending habits affect one’s ability to save. • 
9.1.8.CP.3: Explain the purpose of a credit score and credit record, the factors and impact of credit scores.   
9.1.8.CP.4: Summarize borrower’s credit report rights. 
9.1.8.CP.5: Compare the financial products and services available to borrowers relative to their credit worthiness. 
9.1.8.EG.1: Explain how taxes affect disposable income and the difference between net and gross income 
9.1.8.EG.2: Explain why various sources of income are taxed differently.  
9.1.8.EG.3: Explain the concept and forms of taxation and evaluate how local, state and federal governments use taxes to fund public 
activities and initiatives. 
9.1.8.EG.4: Identify and explain the consequences of breaking federal and/or state employment or financial laws. 
9.1.8.EG.5: Interpret how changing economic and societal needs influence employment trends and future education. 
9.1.8.EG.6: Explain the economic principle of the circular flow of money in different situations regarding buying products or services from 
a local or national business and buying imported or domestic goods. 
9.1.8.EG.7: Explain the effect of the economy (e.g., inflation, unemployment) on personal income, individual and family security, and 
consumer decisions. 
9.1.8.EG.8: Analyze the impact of currency rates over a period of time and the impact on trade, employment, and income.  
9.1.8.EG.9: Identify types of consumer fraud, the procedures for reporting fraud, the specific consumer protection laws, and the issues they 
address. 
9.1.8.FI.1: Identify the factors to consider when selecting various financial service providers. • 
9.1.8.FI.2: Determine the most appropriate use of various financial products and services to borrow and access money for making purchases 
(e.g., ATM, debit cards, credit cards, check books, online/mobile banking).  
9.1.8.FI.3: Evaluate the most appropriate financial institutions to assist with meeting various personal financial needs and goals.  
9.1.8.FI.4: Analyze the interest rates and fees associated with financial products. 
9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.  
9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making financial decisions.  
9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to managing money (e.g., delayed gratification, impulse buying, peer pressure, etc.). 
9.1.8.FP.4: Analyze how familial and cultural values influence savings rates, spending, and other financial decisions.  
9.1.8.FP.5: Determine how spending, investing, and using credit wisely contributes to financial well-being. 
9.1.8.FP.6: Compare and contrast advertising messages to understand what they are trying to accomplish.  
9.1.8.FP.7: Identify the techniques and effects of deceptive advertising. 
9.1.8.PB.1: Predict future expenses or opportunities that should be included in the budget planning process.  



9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect one’s personal budget.  
9.1.8.PB.3: Explain how to create budget that aligns with financial goals.  
9.1.8.PB.4: Construct a simple personal savings and spending plan based on various sources of income and different stages of life (e.g. 
teenager, young adult, family). 
9.1.8.PB.5: Identify factors that affect one’s goals, including peers, culture, location, and past experiences.  
9.1.8.PB.6: Construct a budget to save for short-term, long term, and charitable goals. 
9.1.8.PB.7: Brainstorm techniques that will help decrease expenses including comparison shopping, negotiating, and day-to-day expense 
management. 
9.1.8.RM.1: Determine criteria for deciding the amount of insurance protection needed.  
9.1.8.RM.2: Analyze the need for and value of different types of insurance and the impact of deductibles in protecting assets against loss. 
9.1.8.RM.3: Evaluate the need for different types of warranties. 
9.1.8.RM.4: Explain the purpose of insurance products and the reasons for property product and liability insurance protection. 
Climate Change:  
6.3.8.CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. 
6.3.8.EconET.2: Assess the impact of government incentives and disincentives on the economy (e.g., patents, protection of private property, 
taxes). 

Holocaust & Amistad:  
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1:  Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and how they are best protected. 
Unit Essential Questions:  

●​ How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions 
interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common 
good? 

●​ What is a citizen? 
●​ How do the three branches of government function at the 

local and state level in New Jersey? 
●​ How can citizens and civil society influence public policy? 
●​ What are the challenges facing my democracy and my 

community and how can I help sustain it? 
●​ What are the skills necessary for effective informed 

citizenship? 
●​ What is the value of civic engagement? 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  

EU1: The Framers of the Constitution found a way to agree on the 
following basic principles: "We the People of the United States, in 
Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America." 

EU2: Due process is the legal requirement that requires the state to 
respect all the legal rights owed to a person. Due process balances the 



 
Inquiry Questions: 

●​ How has the US been an unequal democracy? 
●​ What can we do to make this a more perfect Union? 

 

power of the state and protects the individual person from the power 
of the state. 

EU3: The quotation "all men are created equal" is part of the sentence 
in the U.S. Declaration of Independence, which Thomas Jefferson 
penned in 1776 during the beginning of the American Revolution that 
reads, "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness".  

EU4: The First Amendment guarantees freedoms concerning religion, 
expression, assembly, and the right to petition.  It forbids Congress 
from both promoting one religion over others and also restricting an 
individual’s religious practices.  It guarantees freedom of expression 
by prohibiting Congress from restricting the press or the rights of 
individuals to speak freely.  It also guarantees the right of citizens to 
assemble peaceably and to petition their government.    

EU5: The principle of religious liberty should extend to all people, 
not only ones who come from a specific set of religious beliefs. 

EU6: The Preamble to the Constitution is an introductory, succinct 
statement of the principles at work. "We the people of the United 
States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 

 

Students will know:  Students will be able to: 



 
●​ Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship 
●​ Local and state government 
●​ Public policy 
●​ Citizen Action 

○​ Identifying a problem 
○​ Developing and proposing a solution 

●​ Civic Participation 
○​ Active citizenship  
○​ Sustaining democracy 

 
 

●​ Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, 
political parties, interest groups, and  the media in a variety of 
governmental and nongovernmental contexts. 

●​ Compare how ideas become laws at the local, state and 
national level. 

●​ Investigate the role of political, civil, and economic 
organizations in shaping people’s lives and share this 
information with individuals who might benefit from it. 

●​ Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, 
consider opposing arguments and develop a reasoned 
conclusion. 

●​ Propose and defend a position regarding a public policy issue 
at the appropriate local, state or national level. 

●​ Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and 
how they are best protected. (Holocaust & Amistad) 

●​  Identify an issue of inequality, develop multiple solutions and 
communicate the best one to an appropriate government body. 

●​ Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a 
public policy related to climate change. 

●​ Seek the perspectives of multiple stakeholders with diverse 
points of view regarding a local budget issue and take a 
position on proposed policy. 

●​ Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how 
conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic 
society. 



●​ Construct a claim as to why it is important for democracy that 
individuals are informed by facts, aware of diverse viewpoints 
and willing to take action on public issues. 

●​ Identify and reflect on their personal values, financial habits, 
and mindsets.  

●​ Define and identify opportunity cost in a given scenario.  

●​ Describe and prioritize the components of a budget based on 
an individual’s preferences.  

●​ Prioritize and differentiate between an individual’s needs and 
wants.  

●​ Apply comparison shopping methods, such as gathering price 
and quality information, comparing spending & non-spending 
alternatives, and comparing unit price information.  

●​ Analyze whether information from sources are accurate and 
reliable when comparing products and services. 

●​ Choose when to use different available payment methods 
(including cash, debit, credit, mobile, online, direct deposit, 
prepaid cards).  

●​ Model positive strategies for using credit.  

●​ Summarize the effects of not paying off a credit card balance 
in full. • Assess the benefits and costs of using credit. 

●​ Describe the potential consequences of using “easy access” 
credit.  

●​ Understand the importance of a credit score and recognize the 
components that affect your score. Describe different sources 
of income, including wages, salaries, stipends, and benefits.  



●​ Identify common withheld state and federal taxes by 
examining a paycheck. 

●​ Match personal skills and interests to various career options. 

●​ Compare education and training requirements, income 
potential and primary duties between multiple jobs of interest. 

●​ Compare the costs of post-secondary education with the 
potential increase in income and lifetime earnings from a 
career choice.  

●​ Devise a strategy to minimize the costs of post-secondary 
education.  

●​ Describe how changes in the labor market (specifically supply 
and demand, and economic conditions) can affect worker’s 
income or unemployment.  

●​ Analyze a budget to calculate revenue, expenses, and 
profit/loss.  

●​ Model how to open a deposit account at a financial institution. 

●​ Compare different interest-bearing accounts, including 
savings, checking and certificates of deposit, based on their 
interest rate, liquidity, minimum balance requirements and fee 
structure.  

●​ Describe how regular contributions and compounding 
frequency impact the growth of savings.  

●​ Summarize the effect of inflation and deflation on the price of 
goods and purchasing power over time. 

●​ Model insurance decisions that can be used to minimize the 
risk of financial loss.  



●​ Categorize the kinds of expenses that typical auto, renters’, 
homeowners’ and health insurance policies cover.  

●​ Describe the differences between a premium, deductible, 
copayment, and coinsurance.  

●​ Investigate the use of liability insurance to cover accidental 
bodily harm or damage to another person’s property.  

●​ Describe and compare stocks, bonds, and mutual funds based 
on their typical risk and return levels.  

●​ Suggest appropriate investment types for people based on 
their risk tolerance and investment growth timeframe. 

●​ Explain how money invested regularly over time may grow 
exponentially.  

●​ Explain how stock markets facilitate the buying and selling of 
securities. 

●​ Understand that attitudes and values affect financial decisions. 

●​ Identify and reflect on their personal values, financial habits 
and mindsets.  

●​ Apply systematic decision making to setting and achieving 
financial goals.  

●​ Construct and prioritize personal financial goals.  

●​ Determine the cost of achieving a goal.  

●​ Give examples of how decisions made today can affect future 
opportunities.  

●​ Devise a strategy to finance the costs of post-secondary. 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 



Summative Assessments:  

●​ Action Campaign Choice Presentation 
●​ Letter to… 

Formative Assessments:  

●​ Project Based Learning (PBL) Checkpoints 
○​ Action Citizenship - Identifying a problem 
○​ Action Citizenship - Developing a solution 
○​ Active Citizen - Proposing a Solution 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ Project Citizen 

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Generation Citizen or other citizen action activity. 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Topic Skill Supporting Questions Learning Objectives Learning Activities & 
Differentiation 

(Asian American & Pacific 
Islanders,  

LGBTQ and People with 
Disabilites,  

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
[DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

Rights and 
Responsibilities 
of Citizenship 

Construct a 
claim as to why 
it is important 
for democracy 
that individuals 

●​ Who is a 
citizen? 

●​ How does an 
immigrant 

●​ Define 
citizenship 

●​ Define 
citizenship on 

 

●​ Citizenship: Just the Facts 

3 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/citizenship-just-facts?keywords=citizenship&type%5B1%5D=1&type%5B2%5D=2&type%5B3%5D=3&type%5B5%5D=5&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results


are informed by 
facts, aware of 
diverse 
viewpoints, and 
willing to take 
action on public 
issues. 

become a 
citizen? 

●​ What rights and 
responsibilities 
does a citizen 
have that 
non-citizens 
(resident aliens) 
do not have? 

●​ What should be 
U.S. policy 
towards 
immigrants? 

●​ What is my 
role, in my 
community, to 
be financially 
responsible? 

 

five levels 
(home, school, 
city, state, 
nation) 

●​ Describe key 
rights and 
responsibilities 
of citizens. 

●​ Identify ways 
to become a 
U.S. citizen 

●​ List rights and 
responsibilities 
of both U.S. 
citizens and all 
U.S. residents 

●​ Trace the 
progress of 
citizenship and 
voting rights 
for different 
groups over 
time 

●​ Examine 
reasons people 
migrate from 
their home 
nations and 
come to the 
United States 

●​ Explore the 
requirements 

●​ Citizen Me 

●​ Immigration & Citizenship 

●​ Immigration & Citizenship  

●​ Understanding Immigration 

 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/citizen-me?referer=node/3016&page_title=Citizenship%20%26amp%3B%20Participation
https://www.icivics.org/node/5150/resource?keywords=immigration&type&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.icivics.org/viewpdf?path=/sites/default/files/web_quest_docs/WQ_Immigration%20&%20Citizenship%20Companion%20Worksheet.pdf
https://www.ilctr.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Teaching-Immigration-with-the-Immigrant-Stories-Project-FINAL_opt.pdf


for legal 
residence, 
including the 
distinction 
between legal 
residents , 
visitors, and 
undocumented 
immigrants 

●​ Describe the 
naturalization 
process and the 
value many 
immigrants 
place on U.S. 
citizenship 

 

Local and state 
government 

Compare how 
ideas become 
laws at the local, 
state, and 
national level. 

●​ How do ideas 
become laws or 
rules at local, 
state and 
national levels? 

●​ How does 
government 
function in 
New Jersey and 
in your local 

●​ Read articles 
about two local 
or county 
issues. 

●​ Collect 
information 
from the 
articles. 

●​ Analyze why 
the issues are 
significant. 

●​ Action Citizenship Project 

○​ Step 1 

■​ We’ve Got 

Issues 

○​ Step 2 

■​ Local/Count

y Solutions 

 

3 day 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/step-one-weve-got-issues?referer=node/273155&page_title=County%20Solutions%20Civic%20Action%20Plan
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/step-one-weve-got-issues?referer=node/273155&page_title=County%20Solutions%20Civic%20Action%20Plan
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/countysolutions
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/countysolutions


community/sch
ool district?  

 

●​ Identify 
personal 
connections to 
the issues. 

●​ Select one issue 
to tackle for the 
County 
Solutions 
project 

●​ Evaluate how 
issues can turn 
into laws 



Public policy 

Deliberate on a 
public issue 
affecting an 
upcoming 
election, 
consider 
opposing 
arguments, and 
develop a 
reasoned 
conclusion. 

  

Seek the 
perspectives of 
multiple 
stakeholders 
with diverse 
points of view 
regarding a local 
budget issue and 
take a position 
on proposed 
policy. 

 

●​ What is public 
policy? 

●​ What is civil 
society? 

●​ How do 
institutions of 
civil society, 
such as interest 
groups, 
fraternal 
groups, 
business 
groups, etc. 
Influence 
public policy? 

●​ How have those 
without full 
political rights 
(women before 
1920, and 
minorities 
before the Civil 
Rights 
Movement) 
affected 
change? 

●​ How can I 
engage with 
others to 
improve my 
local, state, 

●​ Define public 
policy 

●​ Identify action 
and regulation 
as two types of 
public policy 

●​ Define the 
following 
terms: public 
sphere, public 
agenda, & 
public opinion 

●​ Identify the 
relationships 
among the 
public sphere, 
the public 
agenda, public 
opinion, and 
public policy 

●​ Step 3 

○​ All About Public 
Policy 

●​ The Public Sphere 

●​ Climate Change Project 

2 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/step-five-all-about-public-policy?keywords=public%20policy&type&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/step-five-all-about-public-policy?keywords=public%20policy&type&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/public-sphere?keywords=public%20policy&type&page&referer=search-results&page_title=Search%20Results
https://www.oerproject.com/Climate-Project-Extension


national and/or 
global 
community? 

Citizen Action: 
Identifying a 
problem 

Identify an issue 
of inequality, 
develop multiple 
solutions, and 
communicate the 
best one to an 
appropriate 
government 
body. 

●​ How can I 
identify 
problems that 
are important to 
be addressed at 
the local, state, 
national and/or 
global level? 

●​ What matters to 
me and why? 

●​ How can the 
Universal 
Declaration of 
Human Rights 
help us to 
identify 
important 
issues at the 
state, local or 
national level? 

●​ Why are issues 
involving 
human rights 
important? 

●​ Why are issues 
involving 
climate change 
and 

●​ Work in a 
group to 
brainstorm 
solutions for 
the class 
problem. 

●​ Evaluate 
potential 
effectiveness of 
ideas the class 
has 
brainstormed. 

●​ Evaluate the 
ideas for cost 
and simplicity. 

 

●​ Step 4 

○​ Brainstorm 

 

 

 
 

3 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/step-seven-brainstorm-brewin?referer=node/273155&page_title=County%20Solutions%20Civic%20Action%20Plan


environmental 
issues critical? 

●​ How do issues 
of economic 
justice involve 
human rights? 

Citizen Action: 
Developing and 
proposing a 
solution 

Propose and 
defend a 
position 
regarding a 
public policy 
issue at the 
appropriate 
local, state, or 
national level. 

  

Use evidence 
and quantitative 
data to propose 
or defend a 
public policy 
related to 
climate change. 

 

●​ How can I 
identify the 
appropriate 
branch or 
agency of 
government 
with authority 
to address my 
important 
issue? 

●​ How can I use 
digital tools for 
civic 
participation?  

●​ How can I 
research an 
important 
problem and 
develop the 
best solution? 

●​ How can I 
assess the 
credibility of 
online or 
printed 

●​ Summarize the 
problem and 
the research 
they have 
completed in 
earlier steps. 

●​ Describe their 
proposed 
solution using a 
5W + H 
graphic 
organizer. 

●​ Analyze the 
benefits/limitati
ons or the roles 
of various 
actors in the 
proposed 
regulation or 
action. 

●​ Predict the 
long-term effect 
of the proposed 
solution. 

●​ Step 5 

○​ Positions Please 

 

 

5 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/step-eight-positions-please?referer=node/273155&page_title=County%20Solutions%20Civic%20Action%20Plan


information? 
●​ How can I 

determine 
whether a 
source is 
biased? 

●​ Why is it 
important to 
research and 
carefully listen 
to opposing 
viewpoints? 

●​ How can I 
investigate my 
issue and find 
high quality 
information? 

●​ How can I work 
collaboratively 
with my 
classmates? 

●​ How can I 
determine what 
is the best 
solution to the 
problem that I 
have identified? 

●​ Why should I 
carefully 
consider several 
alternative 
solutions? 



●​ How can I 
develop a 
written and/or 
oral 
presentation 
advocating 
your solution? 

Civic 
Participation: 
Active 
citizenship and 
sustaining 
democracy 

Propose and 
defend a 
position 
regarding a 
public policy 
issue at the 
appropriate 
local, state, or 
national level. 

●​ Why do 
democracies 
fail? 

●​ What are the 
duties, 
obligations, and 
responsibilities 
of citizenship 
in democracy? 

●​ What are the 
benefits of 
citizenship in a 
democracy? 

●​ What might 
happen if 
citizens did not 
participate in 
democratic 
government at 
the local, state, 
or federal 
levels? 

●​ How do 
extensive 

●​ Identify a 
variety of 
strategies for 
building public 
awareness and 
support. 

●​ Evaluate the 
best strategies 
to use for 
different 
objectives. 

●​ Create 
components of 
an action 
campaign for 
the solution the 
class chose. 

●​ Explore a 
nonprofit 
organization in 
your 
community. 

●​ Step 6 

○​ Action Campaign 

 
 

10 days 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/step-nine-action-campaign?referer=node/273155&page_title=County%20Solutions%20Civic%20Action%20Plan


citizen 
participation 
and multiple 
viewpoints 
affect the 
possible 
solutions to an 
identified 
problem? 

●​ What can 
individuals do 
to help ensure 
that the 
American 
experiment 
with democracy 
continues? 

●​ In what ways 
do 
philanthropic 
and charitable 
organizations 
support 
communities? 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 



iCivics 
Articles 

●​  Current Event Articles:  
○​ Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

○​ Jewish American History Month 

○​ Memorial Day 

●​ Specific articles related to the content. 
 
IXL 

●​ Introduction To State and Local Governments 

●​ Rights and responsibilities of active citizenship 

●​ New! Immigration and naturalization 

●​ The U.S. naturalization test 

●​ Rights and responsibilities of active citizenship 

Wonderopolis 
●​ Can You Count On The Census? 
●​  

BrainPop 
●​ US Government 

○​ Citizenship 
●​ US History 

○​ Harvey Milk 

Citizenship & Participation 

Project Citizen: engaging students in the active exercise of responsible 
citizenship 

Generation Citizen 

Civic Action Project 

 

https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/citizenship-participation
https://www.euroclio.eu/resource/project-citizen/
https://www.euroclio.eu/resource/project-citizen/
https://generationcitizen.org/
https://crfcap.org/


NJ Center for Civics Education 

Civic Educator 

 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  

○​ Audio book 
○​ Podcasts 

●​ Use of prompts  
○​ Compare and Contrast  
○​ Sentence Starters 
○​ Note-taking Skills 

●​ Modification of content and student products  
○​ Reduced questions 
○​ Reduced writing 
○​ Note-Taking Guides 

●​ Testing accommodations  
○​ Active Citizen Project Checkpoints 

●​ Authentic assessments  
○​ Active Citizen Project  

●​ Small group/One to one 
●​ Additional time 
●​ Review of directions 

http://civiced.rutgers.edu/njlessons.html
https://civiceducator.org/what-is-project-citizen-civics-education/


●​  Student restates information 
●​ Space for movement or breaks 
●​ Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts 
●​ Preferential seating 
●​ Follow a routine/schedule 
●​ Rest breaks 
●​ Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task 
●​ Checklists 
●​ Immediate feedback 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
○​ Scaffolded reading 

●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  

○​ Writing arguments & debates 
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  

○​ Enrichment Questions 
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  

○​ Current Events 
●​ Problem-based learning 
●​ Interest-based research 
●​ Authentic problem-solving 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 



●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Personal vocabulary 
●​ Text-to-speech 
●​ Simplified instructions 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced  English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support At-Risk Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
○​ Note-taking Skills 

●​ Guided reading 
●​ Introduce key vocabulary before lesson  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Work in a small group   
●​ Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach  
●​ Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
●​ Use visuals / Anchor Charts  
●​ Leveled texts according to ability  

○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Choice Boards 
●​ Literature circles 



●​ Project-based learning 
●​ Graphic organizers 

○​ Graphic organizers and visuals 
●​ Choice books 
●​ Mini-Workshops  to reteach or extend 
●​ Jigsaw 
●​ Goal-setting with students 
●​ Use of a reading buddy 
●​ Exploration based on interest 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with 504 Plans:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
●​ Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
●​ Amplification system as needed 
●​ Leveled texts according to ability 

○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
●​ Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
●​ Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

○​ Vocabulary chart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 5- Personal Financial Literacy 
 
Unit Summary: In this unit, 7th grade students will learn essential personal financial literacy skills, including how to make 
responsible choices about spending, saving, and borrowing. They will explore the role of civic financial responsibility, understand 
credit and debt, and learn how their actions impact their credit profile. The unit also covers how government and the economy 
influence personal finances, the functions of financial institutions, and how emotions and habits affect money decisions. Students will 
practice creating budgets, setting goals, and planning for the future, while also learning how insurance helps manage financial risks. 

Unit Learning Targets 

NJSLS Standards: 
Personal Financial Literacy 
9.1.8.CR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, volunteer service, and charities in community development and the 
quality of life in a variety of cultures.  
9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors.  
9.1.8.CR.3: Relate the importance of consumer, business, and government responsibility to the economy and personal finance.  
9.1.8.CR.4: Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions.  
9.1.8.CDM.1: Compare and contrast the use of credit cards and debit cards for specific purchases and the advantages and 
disadvantages of using each.  
9.1.8.CDM.2: Demonstrate an understanding of the terminology associated with different types of credit (e.g., credit cards, 
installment loans, mortgages, lines of credit) and compare and calculate the interest rates associated with each. 
9.1.8.CDM.3: Compare and contrast loan management strategies, including interest charges and total principal repayment costs.  
9.1.8.CDM.4: Evaluate the application process for different types of loans (e.g., credit card, mortgage, student loans). 
9.1.8.CP.1: Compare prices for the same goods or services. • 9.1.8.CP.2: Analyze how spending habits affect one’s ability to save. • 
9.1.8.CP.3: Explain the purpose of a credit score and credit record, the factors and impact of credit scores.   
9.1.8.CP.4: Summarize borrower’s credit report rights. 
9.1.8.CP.5: Compare the financial products and services available to borrowers relative to their credit worthiness. 
9.1.8.EG.1: Explain how taxes affect disposable income and the difference between net and gross income 
9.1.8.EG.2: Explain why various sources of income are taxed differently.  



9.1.8.EG.3: Explain the concept and forms of taxation and evaluate how local, state and federal governments use taxes to fund public 
activities and initiatives. 
9.1.8.EG.4: Identify and explain the consequences of breaking federal and/or state employment or financial laws. 
9.1.8.EG.5: Interpret how changing economic and societal needs influence employment trends and future education. 
9.1.8.EG.6: Explain the economic principle of the circular flow of money in different situations regarding buying products or services 
from a local or national business and buying imported or domestic goods. 
9.1.8.EG.7: Explain the effect of the economy (e.g., inflation, unemployment) on personal income, individual and family security, 
and consumer decisions. 
9.1.8.EG.8: Analyze the impact of currency rates over a period of time and the impact on trade, employment, and income.  
9.1.8.EG.9: Identify types of consumer fraud, the procedures for reporting fraud, the specific consumer protection laws, and the 
issues they address. 
9.1.8.FI.1: Identify the factors to consider when selecting various financial service providers. • 
9.1.8.FI.2: Determine the most appropriate use of various financial products and services to borrow and access money for making 
purchases (e.g., ATM, debit cards, credit cards, check books, online/mobile banking).  
9.1.8.FI.3: Evaluate the most appropriate financial institutions to assist with meeting various personal financial needs and goals.  
9.1.8.FI.4: Analyze the interest rates and fees associated with financial products. 
9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.  
9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making financial decisions.  
9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to managing money (e.g., delayed gratification, impulse buying, peer pressure, 
etc.). 9.1.8.FP.4: Analyze how familial and cultural values influence savings rates, spending, and other financial decisions.  
9.1.8.FP.5: Determine how spending, investing, and using credit wisely contributes to financial well-being. 
9.1.8.FP.6: Compare and contrast advertising messages to understand what they are trying to accomplish.  
9.1.8.FP.7: Identify the techniques and effects of deceptive advertising. 
9.1.8.PB.1: Predict future expenses or opportunities that should be included in the budget planning process.  
9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect one’s personal budget.  
9.1.8.PB.3: Explain how to create budget that aligns with financial goals.  
9.1.8.PB.4: Construct a simple personal savings and spending plan based on various sources of income and different stages of life 
(e.g. teenager, young adult, family). 
9.1.8.PB.5: Identify factors that affect one’s goals, including peers, culture, location, and past experiences.  
9.1.8.PB.6: Construct a budget to save for short-term, long term, and charitable goals. 
9.1.8.PB.7: Brainstorm techniques that will help decrease expenses including comparison shopping, negotiating, and day-to-day 
expense management. 



9.1.8.RM.1: Determine criteria for deciding the amount of insurance protection needed.  
9.1.8.RM.2: Analyze the need for and value of different types of insurance and the impact of deductibles in protecting assets against 
loss. 9.1.8.RM.3: Evaluate the need for different types of warranties. 
9.1.8.RM.4: Explain the purpose of insurance products and the reasons for property product and liability insurance protection. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on varying perspectives on causes of climate change (e.g., crosscultural, gender-specific, 
generational), and determine how the data can best be used to design multiple potential solutions  

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2).  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 
(e.g., MS-ETS1-4, 6.1.8.CivicsDP.1). 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors that led to a positive or 
negative outcome. 

9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  

9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues. 
8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 
8.2.8.ITH.3: Evaluate the impact of sustainability on the development of a designed product or system.   
8.2.8.ITH.4: Identify technologies that have been designed to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies and explain the change in 
impact.  8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate 
and sustainable in one society but not in another.  
Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc. 
2023 NJSLS-ELA Grade 7 Standards: 
 
Language Domain 



 
L.KL.7.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

A.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
B.  Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 
L.VI.7.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

D.  Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined,  
respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending). 

 
Reading Domain 
 

RI.CR.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an informational  
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.CI.7.2. Determine a central idea in an informational text and explain how it is conveyed through particular details; provide  
a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RI.AA.7.7. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the  
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  

 
RI.CT.7.8. Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) how two  
or more authors writing informational texts about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing  
different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

 
Writing Domain 
 

W.AW.7.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language 
Arts) to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

D.  Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.  
 



W.IW.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, 
or technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content.  

D.  Use precise language and domain/ grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
E.  Establish and maintain a formal style academic style, approach, and form.  

 
W.RW.7.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening Domain 
 

SL.II.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.  
 
SL.ES.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

 
Unit Essential Questions:  

Civic Financial Responsibility 

●​ How do our personal financial choices affect our 
community and government?​
 

●​ Why is it important for citizens to pay taxes and contribute 
to public services?​
 

Credit & Debt Management 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  

Civic Financial Responsibility 

●​ Responsible citizens understand that paying taxes and 
making informed financial decisions support the 
well-being of their communities and the nation. 

●​ Personal financial behavior impacts not just individuals 
but society as a whole.​
 

Credit & Debt Management 

●​ Credit can be a useful tool when managed wisely, but 
poor debt management can lead to long-term financial 



●​ When is it smart to use credit, and how can we avoid falling 
into debt?​
 

●​ How does borrowing money today affect our financial 
future? 

Credit Profile 

●​ What is a credit score, and why is it important to manage it 
carefully?​
 

●​ How do our financial habits today help build a strong credit 
profile for the future? 

Economic & Government Influence 

●​ How do changes in the economy or government policies 
affect our personal finances?​
 

●​ What role does the government play in protecting 
consumers and managing the economy? 

Financial Institutions 

●​ How do financial institutions help individuals manage, save, 
and borrow money?​
 

●​ What are the risks and benefits of using different types of 
financial institutions? 

Financial Psychology 

problems.​
 

●​ Understanding interest, repayment, and responsible 
borrowing is key to maintaining financial health. 

Credit Profile 

●​ A person’s credit history and behavior directly affect 
their financial opportunities and independence.​
 

●​ Building and maintaining a good credit profile requires 
consistent, responsible financial actions. 

Economic & Government Influence 

●​ Economic conditions and government policies influence 
personal finances in areas like income, taxes, prices, and 
job opportunities.​
 

●​ Government plays an important role in regulating the 
economy and protecting consumers. 

Financial Institutions 

●​ Financial institutions offer essential services that help 
people manage, save, and grow their money.​
 

●​ Choosing the right financial tools and institutions is 
important for achieving financial goals.​
 

Financial Psychology 



●​ How do emotions, advertising, and peer pressure influence 
how we spend and save money?​
 

●​ What can we do to make smart financial decisions even 
when we feel pressured? 

Planning & Budgeting 

●​ How can creating and sticking to a budget help us reach our 
financial goals?​
 

●​ Why is it important to plan how we spend and save money? 

Risk Management & Insurance 

●​ How does insurance protect us from unexpected financial 
losses?​
 

●​ What kinds of risks can we prepare for, and how can we 
protect ourselves financially? 

●​ Emotions, habits, and social influences can impact 
financial decisions.​
 

●​ Self-awareness and discipline are necessary for making 
smart financial choices. 

Planning & Budgeting 

●​ Creating and following a budget is a powerful way to 
manage money, achieve goals, and avoid financial 
stress.​
 

●​ Financial planning helps individuals prepare for both 
everyday expenses and future needs. 

Risk Management & Insurance 

●​ Life is full of financial risks, but tools like insurance 
help protect against major losses.​
 

●​ Planning for the unexpected is a key part of being 
financially responsible. 

Students will know:  
●​ Civic Financial Responsibility 
●​ Credit & Debt Management 
●​ Credit Profile 
●​ Economic & Government Influenece 
●​ Financial Institutions 
●​ Financial Psychology 
●​ Planning & Budgeting 

Students will be able to: 
●​ Identify and reflect on their personal values, financial 

habits, and mindsets.  

●​ Define and identify opportunity cost in a given scenario.  

●​ Describe and prioritize the components of a budget 
based on an individual’s preferences.  



●​ Risk Management & Insurance 
 

 

●​ Prioritize and differentiate between an individual’s 
needs and wants.  

●​ Apply comparison shopping methods, such as gathering 
price and quality information, comparing spending & 
non-spending alternatives, and comparing unit price 
information.  

●​ Analyze whether information from sources are accurate 
and reliable when comparing products and services. 

●​ Choose when to use different available payment 
methods (including cash, debit, credit, mobile, online, 
direct deposit, prepaid cards).  

●​ Model positive strategies for using credit.  

●​ Summarize the effects of not paying off a credit card 
balance in full.  

●​  Assess the benefits and costs of using credit. 

●​ Describe the potential consequences of using “easy 
access” credit.  

●​ Understand the importance of a credit score and 
recognize the components that affect your score. 
Describe different sources of income, including wages, 
salaries, stipends, and benefits.  

●​ Identify common withheld state and federal taxes by 
examining a paycheck. 

●​ Match personal skills and interests to various career 
options. 



●​ Compare education and training requirements, income 
potential and primary duties between multiple jobs of 
interest. 

●​ Compare the costs of post-secondary education with the 
potential increase in income and lifetime earnings from 
a career choice.  

●​ Devise a strategy to minimize the costs of 
post-secondary education.  

●​ Describe how changes in the labor market (specifically 
supply and demand, and economic conditions) can 
affect worker’s income or unemployment.  

●​ Analyze a budget to calculate revenue, expenses, and 
profit/loss.  

●​ Model how to open a deposit account at a financial 
institution. 

●​ Compare different interest-bearing accounts, including 
savings, checking and certificates of deposit, based on 
their interest rate, liquidity, minimum balance 
requirements and fee structure.  

●​ Describe how regular contributions and compounding 
frequency impact the growth of savings.  

●​ Summarize the effect of inflation and deflation on the 
price of goods and purchasing power over time. 

●​ Model insurance decisions that can be used to minimize 
the risk of financial loss.  



●​ Categorize the kinds of expenses that typical auto, 
renters’, homeowners’ and health insurance policies 
cover.  

●​ Describe the differences between a premium, 
deductible, copayment, and coinsurance.  

●​ Investigate the use of liability insurance to cover 
accidental bodily harm or damage to another person’s 
property.  

●​ Describe and compare stocks, bonds, and mutual funds 
based on their typical risk and return levels.  

●​ Suggest appropriate investment types for people based 
on their risk tolerance and investment growth 
timeframe. 

●​ Explain how money invested regularly over time may 
grow exponentially.  

●​ Explain how stock markets facilitate the buying and 
selling of securities. 

●​ Understand that attitudes and values affect financial 
decisions. 

●​ Identify and reflect on their personal values, financial 
habits and mindsets.  

●​ Apply systematic decision making to setting and 
achieving financial goals.  

●​ Construct and prioritize personal financial goals.  

●​ Determine the cost of achieving a goal.  

●​ Give examples of how decisions made today can affect 
future opportunities.  



●​ Devise a strategy to finance the costs of post-secondary. 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  

●​ Econ Ed Link Essay Questions 
●​ Student Budget Project 

Formative Assessments:  

●​ Banzai Vocabulary Quiz 
●​ Everfi post-module quiz 
●​ Econ Ed Link module assessments 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ Econ Ed Link Essay Questions 
●​ Student Budget Project 

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Other Online Course Modules 
○​ Financial Fitness for Life 
○​ Hands On Banking 
○​ MoneySKILL 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Topic Skill Supporting Questions Learning Objectives Learning Activities & 
Differentiation 

Timefram
e 



 (Days or 
Weeks) 

Personal 
Financial 
Literacy 

Civic Financial 
Responsibility 

●​ Understand 
how paying 
taxes 
supports 
public 
services 
(e.g., 
schools, 
roads, 
emergency 
services).​
 

●​ Recognize 
the role of 
citizens in 
making 
responsible 
financial 
choices that 
affect their 
community.​
 

●​ Identify 
ways to give 
back 
financially 
(like 

●​ What are taxes 
used for?​
 

●​ What happens 
when people 
don’t pay their 
taxes?​
 

●​ How can 
donating or 
volunteering 
support the 
common good?​
 

●​ How does 
financial 
responsibility 
connect to being 
a good citizen? 

●​ What is the 
difference 
between credit 
and debt?​
 

●​ What are the 
benefits and risks 
of using a credit 
card?​
 

●​ Identify and 
reflect on their 
personal values, 
financial habits, 
and mindsets.  

●​ Define and 
identify 
opportunity 
cost in a given 
scenario.  

●​ Describe and 
prioritize the 
components of 
a budget based 
on an 
individual’s 
preferences.  

●​ Prioritize and 
differentiate 
between an 
individual’s 
needs and 
wants.  

●​ Apply 
comparison 
shopping 

Everfi 

FutureSmart: Financial 
Literacy 

●​ Welcome Mayor!  

●​ Smart Shopping  

●​ Ways to Pay 

●​ Investing in You 

Banzai 

Middle School Personal 
Finance 

●​ Life Scenerios 

●​ Consumer 
Smarts 

●​ Banking 

●​ Finance Summer 
Camp 

Econ Ed Link 

●​ Tic, Tac, Taxes 
●​ What Was a 

Dollar Worth? 
●​ Comparing Pizza 

Prices 

 
 
 
 
 

14 days 

https://everfi.com/courses/k-12/financial-literacy-middle-school/
https://everfi.com/courses/k-12/financial-literacy-middle-school/
https://banzai.org/courses/finlit/middle-school
https://banzai.org/courses/finlit/middle-school
https://econedlink.org/


donations or 
volunteering 
time) for the 
common 
good.​
 

Credit & Debt 
Management 

●​ Understand 
the 
difference 
between 
credit and 
debt.​
 

●​ Identify 
good vs. bad 
reasons to 
use credit.​
 

●​ Describe 
how to avoid 
excessive 
debt and how 
interest 
works on 
loans.​
 

●​ Explain the 
importance 

●​ What is interest 
and how does it 
work?​
 

●​ What are some 
ways to stay out 
of debt? 

●​ What is included 
in a credit 
report?​
 

●​ What financial 
behaviors help 
build a good 
credit score?​
 

●​ How does a low 
credit score 
affect borrowing 
or renting?​
 

●​ What can 
damage your 
credit profile? 

●​ What is inflation 
and how does it 
affect prices?​
 

●​ How do interest 
rates impact 
saving and 
borrowing?​

methods, such 
as gathering 
price and 
quality 
information, 
comparing 
spending & 
non-spending 
alternatives, 
and comparing 
unit price 
information.  

●​ Analyze 
whether 
information 
from sources 
are accurate and 
reliable when 
comparing 
products and 
services. 

●​ Choose when to 
use different 
available 
payment 
methods 
(including cash, 
debit, credit, 

●​ Why Do We 
Need Money? 



of paying 
bills on time.​
 

Credit Profile 

●​ Explain what 
a credit score 
is and why it 
matters.​
 

●​ List basic 
factors that 
affect a 
person’s 
credit score 
(payment 
history, debt 
amount, 
etc.).​
 

●​ Understand 
how 
responsible 
borrowing 
builds a 
positive 
credit profile 
over time.​
 

Economic & 
Government 

 
●​ What 

government 
programs help 
protect 
consumers?​
 

●​ How does 
unemployment 
affect the 
economy and 
individuals? 

●​ What are the 
main types of 
financial 
institutions?​
 

●​ What services do 
banks and credit 
unions offer?​
 

●​ What are the 
advantages of 
using a bank 
account?​
 

●​ How do banks 
keep your money 
safe? 

●​ What is the 
difference 
between a need 

mobile, online, 
direct deposit, 
prepaid cards).  

●​ Model positive 
strategies for 
using credit.  

●​ Summarize the 
effects of not 
paying off a 
credit card 
balance in full.  

●​  Assess the 
benefits and 
costs of using 
credit. 

●​ Describe the 
potential 
consequences 
of using “easy 
access” credit.  

●​ Understand the 
importance of a 
credit score and 
recognize the 
components 
that affect your 
score. Describe 



Influence 

●​ Describe 
how 
government 
actions (like 
interest rates 
or taxes) can 
affect 
personal 
finances.​
 

●​ Identify 
examples of 
how 
economic 
conditions 
(like 
inflation or 
unemployme
nt) influence 
spending and 
saving.​
 

●​ Understand 
the role of 
government 
in protecting 
consumers 
(e.g., 
through laws 
or 

and a want?​
 

●​ How can social 
media influence 
spending?​
 

●​ What feelings 
can lead to 
impulse buying?​
 

●​ How can we 
control 
emotional 
spending? 

●​ What are the 
parts of a basic 
budget?​
 

●​ Why is it 
important to save 
money?​
 

●​ How can you 
track your 
spending?​
 

●​ What are some 
strategies to 
avoid going over 
budget? 

●​ What are 
common types of 

different 
sources of 
income, 
including 
wages, salaries, 
stipends, and 
benefits.  

●​ Identify 
common 
withheld state 
and federal 
taxes by 
examining a 
paycheck. 

●​ Match personal 
skills and 
interests to 
various career 
options. 

●​ Compare 
education and 
training 
requirements, 
income 
potential and 
primary duties 
between 



regulations).​
 

Financial Institutions 

●​ Identify 
different 
types of 
financial 
institutions 
(banks, 
credit 
unions, 
payday 
lenders).​
 

●​ Explain the 
purpose of a 
checking and 
savings 
account.​
 

●​ Understand 
the role of 
financial 
institutions 
in helping 
people save, 
borrow, and 
manage 
money 
safely.​

insurance?​
 

●​ How does 
insurance work?​
 

●​ What kinds of 
risks can 
insurance cover?​
 

●​ Why is it 
important to have 
insurance even if 
you don’t use it 
often? 

​
 

 

multiple jobs of 
interest. 

●​ Compare the 
costs of 
post-secondary 
education with 
the potential 
increase in 
income and 
lifetime 
earnings from a 
career choice.  

●​ Devise a 
strategy to 
minimize the 
costs of 
post-secondary 
education.  

●​ Describe how 
changes in the 
labor market 
(specifically 
supply and 
demand, and 
economic 
conditions) can 
affect worker’s 



 

Financial Psychology 

●​ Recognize 
how 
emotions and 
peer pressure 
can influence 
spending 
habits.​
 

●​ Identify 
personal 
values and 
goals that 
affect money 
decisions.​
 

●​ Understand 
the 
difference 
between 
needs and 
wants.​
 

Planning & 
Budgeting 

●​ Create a 
simple 
personal 

income or 
unemployment.  

●​ Analyze a 
budget to 
calculate 
revenue, 
expenses, and 
profit/loss.  

●​ Model how to 
open a deposit 
account at a 
financial 
institution. 

●​ Compare 
different 
interest-bearing 
accounts, 
including 
savings, 
checking and 
certificates of 
deposit, based 
on their interest 
rate, liquidity, 
minimum 
balance 
requirements 



budget 
including 
income, 
savings, and 
expenses.​
 

●​ Set 
short-term 
financial 
goals (like 
saving for a 
new phone).​
 

●​ Track 
spending to 
stay within a 
budget and 
avoid 
unnecessary 
expenses.​
 

Risk Management & 
Insurance 

●​ Explain why 
people buy 
insurance 
(health, car, 
property) to 
protect 
against 

and fee 
structure.  

●​ Describe how 
regular 
contributions 
and 
compounding 
frequency 
impact the 
growth of 
savings.  

●​ Summarize the 
effect of 
inflation and 
deflation on the 
price of goods 
and purchasing 
power over 
time. 

●​ Model 
insurance 
decisions that 
can be used to 
minimize the 
risk of financial 
loss.  



financial 
loss.​
 

●​ Identify 
common 
types of 
insurance 
and what 
they cover.​
 

●​ Understand 
that not 
planning for 
risks (like 
accidents or 
illness) can 
lead to 
serious 
financial 
problems. 

 

●​ Categorize the 
kinds of 
expenses that 
typical auto, 
renters’, 
homeowners’ 
and health 
insurance 
policies cover.  

●​ Describe the 
differences 
between a 
premium, 
deductible, 
copayment, and 
coinsurance.  

●​ Investigate the 
use of liability 
insurance to 
cover accidental 
bodily harm or 
damage to 
another 
person’s 
property.  

●​ Describe and 
compare stocks, 



bonds, and 
mutual funds 
based on their 
typical risk and 
return levels.  

●​ Suggest 
appropriate 
investment 
types for people 
based on their 
risk tolerance 
and investment 
growth 
timeframe. 

●​ Explain how 
money invested 
regularly over 
time may grow 
exponentially.  

●​ Explain how 
stock markets 
facilitate the 
buying and 
selling of 
securities. 

●​ Understand that 
attitudes and 



values affect 
financial 
decisions. 

●​ Identify and 
reflect on their 
personal values, 
financial habits 
and mindsets.  

●​ Apply 
systematic 
decision 
making to 
setting and 
achieving 
financial goals.  

●​ Construct and 
prioritize 
personal 
financial goals.  

●​ Determine the 
cost of 
achieving a 
goal.  

●​ Give examples 
of how 
decisions made 
today can affect 



future 
opportunities.  

●​ Devise a 
strategy to 
finance the 
costs of 
post-secondary. 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Online Resources Notes 
Financial Literacy Resources 

●​ Everfi 
●​ Banzai 
●​ Econ EdLink 
●​ Brain Pop 

 
Articles 

●​ Current Events Articles 
○​  LGBTQ & Pride Month 

 
IXL 

●​ Economic Systems 
●​ Free Trade & Protectionism 
●​ Government Services & Taxes 
●​ Fical & Monetary Policy 

 
Wonderopolis 

 

https://everfi.com/k-12/financial-education/?source=701VY00000Fh4kX&utm_source=Agile&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=K12-finlit_districts_search&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22134335924&gbraid=0AAAAApW8TrzHHgf8C1p0XL5Fs5NkX2Pr5&gclid=CjwKCAjw9uPCBhATEiwABHN9K3ju6mO9IepOCtKraLjvvv55YqU6Dzf7MudSyoYaPFxoTIW5Rl2JyBoCGZAQAvD_BwE#middle-school
https://banzai.org/
https://econedlink.org/
https://www.brainpop.com/subject/social-studies/


●​ What Is A Recession? 
●​ How Does The Stock Market Work? 

BrainPop 
●​ Economics 

○​ Banking 
○​ Budgets 
○​ Comparing Prices 
○​ Credit Cards 
○​ Debt 
○​ Interest 
○​ Mortgages 
○​ Recession 
○​ Stock Market 
○​ Taxes 

 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  

○​ Audio book 
○​ Podcasts 

●​ Use of prompts  
○​ Compare and Contrast  
○​ Sentence Starters 
○​ Note-taking Skills 



●​ Modification of content and student products  
○​ Reduced questions 
○​ Reduced writing 
○​ Note-Taking Guides 

●​ Testing accommodations  
○​ Banzai Vocabulary Quiz 
○​ Everfi post-module Quiz 
○​ Econ Ed Link module assessments 

●​ Authentic assessments  
○​ Student OBudhet Project 

●​ Small group/One to one 
●​ Additional time 
●​ Review of directions 
●​  Student restates information 
●​ Space for movement or breaks 
●​ Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts 
●​ Preferential seating 
●​ Follow a routine/schedule 
●​ Rest breaks 
●​ Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task 
●​ Checklists 
●​ Immediate feedback 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
○​ Scaffolded reading 

●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  

○​ Writing arguments & debates 



●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  

○​ Enrichment Questions 
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  

○​ Current Events 
●​ Problem-based learning 
●​ Interest-based research 
●​ Authentic problem-solving 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Personal vocabulary 
●​ Text-to-speech 
●​ Simplified instructions 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced  English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support At-Risk Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 



●​ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
○​ Note-taking Skills 

●​ Guided reading 
●​ Introduce key vocabulary before lesson  

○​ Vocabulary lessons 
●​ Work in a small group   
●​ Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach  
●​ Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
●​ Use visuals / Anchor Charts  
●​ Leveled texts according to ability  

○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Choice Boards 
●​ Literature circles 
●​ Project-based learning 
●​ Graphic organizers 

○​ Graphic organizers and visuals 
●​ Choice books 
●​ Mini-Workshops  to reteach or extend 
●​ Jigsaw 
●​ Goal-setting with students 
●​ Use of a reading buddy 
●​ Exploration based on interest 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with 504 Plans:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
●​ Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
●​ Amplification system as needed 
●​ Leveled texts according to ability 



○​ Scaffolded texts 
●​ Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
●​ Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
●​ Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

○​ Vocabulary chart 
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