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Part 1: General Academic Information
● HHCA Graduation Requirements

● Course Levels and Weight

● GPA - Unweighted/Weighted

● Transcript



HHCA Graduation Requirements

● 4 English* 
● 4 Math* 
● 4 Science* 
● 4 Bible* 
● 3+ Social Studies 

(Req: US History, Gov/Econ, + 1 other)

● 2+ World Language (Same language)

● 1 Computer Science 
● 1 Physical Education 
● 1 Fine Arts 
● 0.5 Personal Finance

(S.C. requirement beginning with Class of 2027)

24.5 Total Credits + Electives

* must be enrolled each year in 
grades 9-12 



High School - Every Class Counts
● All high school courses count on transcript for college 

admissions

● Weighted GPA is on a 6.0 scale (SC UGP)

● Unweighted GPA is on a 4.0 scale

● Bottom Line: Do your best! Correct course placement matters!



Course Levels and Weight

● College Preparatory (CP)- carries no additional weight

● Honors (H)- carries .5 additional weight

● Advanced Placement (AP)/Dual Enrollment (DE)- 
carries 1.0 additional weight



Unweighted GPA (for Colleges*)

A 4.0

B 3.0

C 2.0

D 1.0



Weighted GPA (SC Uniform Grading Policy)

Grade CP Honors 
(+0.5)

AP/DE
(+1.0)

100 5.0 5.5 6.0

88 3.8 4.3 4.8

75 2.5 3.0 3.5

GPA 3.77 4.27 4.77

https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/state-accountability/uniform-grading-policy/



● Academic rigor not taken 
into account

● CP, H and AP/DE all the 
same value

● Used by college admissions 
for even playing field across 
US schools

● Includes the academic rigor of 
each course

● CP, H and AP/DE valued by 
quality points (0, +.5, +1)

● Used for class rank for SC 
scholarship purposes 

Unweighted GPA Weighted GPA



Courses in 
Progress

Credit 
Accumulation

GPA

Future Impacts:
● College Admissions
● Scholarships, 

Grants, Aid
● Internships
● Jobs
● Military Service

Grades

Transcript



Transcript
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Final Grades
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s

GPA



Transcript

https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/state-accountability/uniform-grading-policy/
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Part 2: Upper School Programs
● Advanced Placement (AP)
● Dual Enrollment (DE)
● Project Lead The Way (PLTW)
● Internships
● Diploma with Distinction



AP Program & Courses
● The AP Program offers college-level courses and exams that 

you can take in high school. 
● AP Course Descriptions 

Social Studies:
AP Human Geography
AP European History
AP US History
AP Government & 
      Politics
AP Microeconomics

Math:
AP Precalculus
AP Calculus AB
AP Statistics

Science:
AP Biology

English:
AP English Language & 
      Composition
AP English Literature & 
      Composition

Electives:
AP Seminar 
AP Research 
AP Psychology
AP Music Theory
AP Art



AP Capstone Program Overview

● Video Link - AP Capstone: A Paradigm Shift from Content to Skills



HHCA Dual Enrollment Program
● Eligible juniors and seniors can take college courses in high 

school for both high school and college credit (on both 
transcripts)

● Extra cost
● 1.0 credit is awarded with an additional weighting of one 

quality point 
● HHCA partners with Technical College of the Lowcountry (TCL)



AP (Advanced Placement) Credit Dual Enrollment Credit
● AP classes offer the possibility of earning college 

credit by taking a test in May.
● Dual Enrollment courses offer high school and college credit 

at the end of a semester. 

● AP classes incur a fee of about $95 per course. ● Dual Enrollment courses incur fees determined by the 
institution, starting around $300 per course, plus book fees.

● AP classes are taught by HHCA mentors on the 
HHCA campus in a Christ-centered environment.

● Dual Enrollment courses are taught by college professors on 
college campuses (or online). 

● Each college has its own policy for AP credit 
acceptance, which you can explore here: 
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-cre
dit-placement/search-policies/course/5 

● Dual Enrollment courses usually transfer in state, but may or 
may not transfer out-of-state.

● Explore SC dual enrollment transfer credit acceptance here: 
https://www.sctrac.org/Student/Search-for-Course-Equivalen
cies

● Score range for college credit is 3 to 5. ● IN STATE (SC), 86 dual credit classes (www.sctrac.org) are 
guaranteed to transfer to state universities with a certain 
grade. 

● OUT OF STATE: Dual Enrollment courses should be checked 
for transferability on the desired college’s website.



PLTW - Project Lead The Way 

● PLTW: Where STEM Curriculum Meets Career Readiness
● Project- and problem-based curriculum
● Students apply what they know, identify problems, find 

unique solutions, and lead their own learning
● Courses Offered: 

○ Computer Science
○ Engineering Essentials

○ Biomedical Science*
○ Human Body Systems*

(prereq: Biomedical Science)

* Possibility to earn college credit



● Junior and Senior Years
● Why Intern?

○ Real-World Experience and Insights 
■ Get Your Questions Answered

■ Build Your Resume
■ Hone in on Your Skillset

○ Community Connections and Potential Future Placements

Internships



DwD Mentor: 
Mr. Collins

Visit https://www.hhca.org/academics/upper-school for more info & past project examples



Part 3:  The IGP Process
● Mentor Recommendations

○ Criteria
○ Waiver Process

● IGP meeting to select 9th grade courses

○ Freshman Courses/Course Request Form

○ Graduation requirement tracking

● Student schedules released August 2026
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Recommendation Criteria
Grades/MAP Scores

Attendance/Preparation/Organization

Desire/Passion/Engagement

Classroom Performance/Participation

Critical Thinking/Communication Capacities

Upcoming Content Concerns

Illness/Extenuating Circumstances Impacted Performance

  * Strongly consider mentor recommendations each year *



Course Waiver Form



Part 4: Blue Folder-Left Side

● Graduation Planning Worksheet

● Course Request Form

● Course Progression

● Elective Course Descriptions



Graduation 
Planning 
Worksheet



Freshmen Courses and Course Request Form

● English
● Math
● Science
● Social Studies
● Bible
● Spanish
● Fine Arts
● PE



Hilton Head Christian Academy Course of Study

English Social Studies World Languages Mathematics Science

Upper School Courses

Juniors and seniors with a 3.0 GPA (unweighted) may enroll in dual enrollment courses with one of our college partners.

AP English Literature
AP Government &

Politics

British Literature

(CP/H)

AP English Language

American Literature

(CP/H)

Government (CP/H) +

Economics (CP/H)

AP US History

US History (CP/H)

AP Statistics AP Biology

AP Calculus AB AP Chemistry
(not offered in 2025-2026)

AP European History
World Literature

(CP/H)
Spanish 3 (CP/H) AP PreCalc

World History (CP/H)

AP Human Geography

English 1 (CP/H) Spanish 2 (CP) Statistics (CP)
Human Geography

(CP/H)

Personal Finance

(CP)
Spanish 1 (CP)

Physics (H)

PLTW Human Body

Systems (H)

PLTW Biomedical

Sciences (H)

Algebra 3 (CP/H)

Algebra 2 (CP/H)

Geometry (CP/H)

Algebra 1 (CP/H)

Environmental

Science (CP/H)

Marine Biology

(CP/H)

Chemistry (CP/H)

Biology (CP/H)

SANCТЕ ET SAPIENTER

CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY

1979



Electives Course Offerings/Descriptions

 



Blue Folder-Right Side

● 9/10 College Planning

● AP Capstone Overview

● Who Am I? Form



Part 5: Next Steps and Staying Connected
1. Schedule an Individual Graduation Planning (IGP) meeting  

using Calendly link provided in previous email communications. 
Meetings run until March 31.

2. Review packet and bring with you to your IGP meeting

3. Complete the Who Am I? Form and bring to IGP meeting



Staying Connected
● Remind: HHCA Class of 2030- text @hhca2030 to 828db7

● Guidance webpages: www.hhca.org/guidance
www.hhca.org/college

● Director of Guidance, Mrs. Megan Robbins: 
mrobbins@hhca.org

● College & Career Advisor, Mrs. Haley Artime: 
hartime@hhca.org



Questions?



Getting a Head Start 
Preparing for College



What are colleges looking for?
● Academics

○ Course Rigor
○ Test Scores
○ Grades/GPA

● Extracurriculars
○ What are you spending your time on? What’s important to you?
○ Leadership
○ Consistency 

● Intellectual Vitality
○ Curiosity
○ Passion 
○ Exploring New Ideas



How can you start preparing?
● Grades matter!
● Build relationships (LOR)
● Build a resume
● Career exploration
● ACT/SAT Strategy

○ Start test prep in winter/early spring of Sophomore year.
■ Ideally have taken, or are taking, Algebra 2.

○ Take your first test summer/early fall of Junior year.




