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To promote student safety and contribute to the maintenance of a positive 
school climate, the Governing Board encourages the development of school-
based conflict resolution and peer mediation programs designed to help 
students learn constructive ways of handling conflict. The Board believes that 
such programs can reduce violence and promote communication, personal 
responsibility, and problem-solving skills among students. 
 
Conflict resolution , restorative practices implementation, and peer mediation 
programs may be considered as part of each school's comprehensive restorative 
practices implementation, safety plan and incorporated into other district 
discipline procedures as appropriate. Such programs shall not supplant the 
authority of district staff to take appropriate action as necessary to prevent 
violence, ensure student safety, maintain order in the school, and institute 
disciplinary measures. 
 
Such programs may incorporate peer mediation strategies in which selected 
student volunteers are specifically trained to work with their peers in resolving 
conflicts. This training may involve affective and effective communication and 
listening, critical thinking, problem-solving processes, and the use of 
negotiation to find mutually acceptable solutions. Additionally, the training 
may address the ethical and social development of students, respect for 
diversity, and interpersonal and behavioral skills. 
 
Participation in a peer mediation program by a student engaged in a conflict 
shall be voluntary and kept confidential by all parties involved. 
 
In developing a conflict resolution and/or peer mediation program, school-site 
teams shall address, as appropriate:  

1. The grade levels and courses in which the conflict resolution curriculum 
shall be delivered 
  

2. Staff development related to the implementation of the curriculum and 
modeling of appropriate behaviors and communication skills 
  

3. The selection of peer mediators involving, to the extent possible, a cross-
section of students in terms of grade, gender, race, ethnicity, and 
socioeconomic status, and including some students who exhibit their 
own behavioral challenges   among peers 
  



 
Students 
 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION/PEER MEDIATION    BP 5138 
 
 
 

Highlighted Section is PUSD exclusive language  
Page 2 of 4 

 

4. Training and support for peer mediators, including training in mediation 
processes and in the skills related to understanding conflict, 
communicating effectively and listening 
  

5. The process for identifying and referring students to the peer mediation 
program 
  

6. The types of conflicts suitable for peer mediation 
  

7. Expectation for confidentiality regarding who participated, what was 
discussed, and how any conflict was resolved 
  

8. Scheduling and location of peer mediation sessions 
  

9. Methods of obtaining and recording agreement from all disputants 
  

10. The appropriate involvement of parents/guardians, the 
community, and staff, including counseling/guidance and security staff 
  

11. Communications to students, parents/guardians, and staff 
regarding the availability of the program 
  

12. Methods of following up with students to determine the 
effectiveness of the process 
  

13. Development of assessment tools to periodically evaluate the 
success of the program including, but not limited to, measurements of 
whether there has been a reduction in violence at the school and whether 
the school's suspension rates have fallen since the program has been 
introduced 
  

14. Selection of and requirements to train as peer mediators 

 
  
Policy Reference Disclaimer: 
These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the 
basis or authority for the Governing Board to enact this policy. Instead, they are 
provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the policy.  
State Description 
CA Constitution Article 1, Section 28 Right to Safe Schools 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC.%2028.&article=I#
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Ed. Code 32280-32289.5 School safety plans 
Ed. Code 32295.5 Teen court programs 
Ed. Code 35291-35291.5 Rules 
Ed. Code 44807 Teachers' duty concerning conduct of students 
Ed. Code 51240 Excuse from instruction due to religious beliefs 
Management Resources Description 
Court Decision S.E. v Grey 782 F.Supp.3d 939 (S.D. Cal 2025) 
Court Decision Mahmoud v. Taylor (2025) 606 U.S. ____ (2025 WL 

1773627) 
Website CSBA District and County Office of Education Legal 

Services 
Website California Department of Education, Safe Schools 
Cross References 

Policy Description 
0450 Comprehensive Safety Plan 
0450 Comprehensive Safety Plan 
1313 Civility 
3515 Campus Security 
3515 Campus Security 
4131 Staff Development 
4231 Staff Development 
5116.2 Involuntary Student Transfers 
5125 Student Records 
5125 Student Records 
5131 Conduct 
5131.1 Bus Conduct 
5131.1 Bus Conduct 
5131.2 Bullying 
5131.2 Bullying 
5131.4 Student Disturbances 
5131.4 Student Disturbances 
5131.5 Vandalism And Graffiti 
5131.7 Weapons And Dangerous Instruments 
5131.7 Weapons And Dangerous Instruments 
5136 Gangs 
5136 Gangs 
5137 Positive School Climate 
5141.52 Suicide Prevention 
5141.52 Suicide Prevention 
5142 Safety 
5142 Safety 
5144 Discipline 
5144 Discipline 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=1.&title=1.&part=19.&chapter=2.5.&article=5.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=1.&title=1.&part=19.&chapter=2.5.&article=5.5.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=3.&title=2.&part=21.&chapter=2.&article=10.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=44807.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=51240.#
https://legalservices.csba.org/#
https://legalservices.csba.org/#
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/oese/safe-supportive-schools#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=KJOKlhLPULYsuUfvDoAA6g==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=c2XNSqxTLrqfsjRESY6plusRQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=vP7cUJGhBANBpX60E0MUFA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=8SiCNdHqFikslshBbO1twWlLw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=EYdC8t8rvNGbMei1gpodVQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=w3AXoA8vl7AC7HLfttplusmjA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=TdDslshPM3FElcWplus1cDGhZCfQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=8NRdREqlJCmkuGvWwhVahg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=a6K6cDLDplusmRNHLcbwBxq3A==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=YiYF8bAkxlslshqL6Qd7Y7pyQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=NokyrGumvzhO4WmlLSPRDg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=wwrW7k9U7T4MwR8HLXaAzQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=4vYQkKplussMr5wYfmU1yecXg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=YULq9THreX4fhd1GmcJVEw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=yqyq6vXpF6MswEqSAbk2kQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=5fEYNMFzplus6o8FmrUrIEuKQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=dujffGbh8UMxamslshWudSYSQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=Mih0xslshjzplusLSBXYslshYNSIXslshA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=hmemznLBHnlFSmWlmSQQAw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=DoSNOOTFFB7OS9BEVSrfAw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=5gFvHqy3pq3nJG6LI0oHLA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=vGslshiR6d1lj8Vmv32iiplusZEg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=FbLkRReAyqkprjye9UnWZA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=PmrxBAQBvLxfyVpplusXVm1Eg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=N7vWbI5kUBSCpSREh2z2EA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=plusbhU8slshRWOJDQGmW0s3FRgg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=a2sNMkdU3DIVEZsuvZ3z6w==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=l15v81NEkSW8F7QuIXSrlw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=IHa7HFplus5qqdBnBqguBplusWQA==#
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5144.1 Suspension And Expulsion/Due Process 
5144.1 Suspension And Expulsion/Due Process 
5144.2 Suspension And Expulsion/Due Process (Students With 

Disabilities) 
5145.3 Nondiscrimination/Harassment 
5145.3 Nondiscrimination/Harassment 
5145.7 Sexual Harassment 
5145.7 Sexual Harassment 
5145.9 Hate-Motivated Behavior 
6141.2 Recognition Of Religious Beliefs And Customs 
6141.2 Recognition Of Religious Beliefs And Customs 
6142.8 Comprehensive Health Education 
6142.8 Comprehensive Health Education 
6143 Courses Of Study 
6143 Courses Of Study 
6164.2 Guidance/Counseling Services 
6173.1 Education For Foster Youth 
6173.1 Education For Foster Youth 
6184 Continuation Education 
6184 Continuation Education 
 
 
 
Policy     PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Adopted:  February 25, 2016          Pasadena, California 
Revised: 03/26/2026; 

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=p2e5vLCKslshUT9cB6FDf0l2g==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=rB3wM2yCTpaf8nq4Jpw1BQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=vfPoexG25tslshepJ1plusmeOU9w==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=vfPoexG25tslshepJ1plusmeOU9w==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=GslshzgFIo4RoqMjocblE69iw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=IsgyA7p1x3NYXhplusMY7xOmA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=fFxslshzpDYH2NslshTfa6QcADHw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=sMUxJmkO7HcplushPYhvO7Q7Q==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=h94TPKkDBYT22l40plusWVBwg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=25BTQEYWDvzQ0K0pJTUiog==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=Q6pRYplusKWUEGO9ADG3urvGg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=SplusjVnXfeIf1vS7tplusEgx4qQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=8tP7N4AZOplusrHWTslshxCgYwsg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=eVYKR8bMpmbahrQdCimx0A==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=gJRcejyknWGVCJmaX7oeqw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=KwzfepplusR5NBdP8xrIVj49Q==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=mFslshKdFzLJa8BuxRGhl6TtA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=tMrHixoU4BK6frRC0zEtslshg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=YdgplusM1VKIt6NB7RDvh9jRg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=LKrgzaGXqlyqCBwavuE30w==#
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