


Focus for Bellingham’s 20-Year Plan:

• Urban villages connected by transit corridors.
• Healthy community design
• Housing Affordability and Choice
• Sustainability
• Innovation



Bellingham Public Schools
Student Enrollment 2017

• Total enrolled = 11,479 students.
• 96% live inside District
• 81% live inside Bellingham or 

the Urban Growth Area.
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(about 29,000 new people)



Annual population increase for 
Bellingham is typically:

1,350 People Per Year

25% Natural Increase
(more births than deaths)

75% In-Migration
(more people moving here
than moving away)



Household size in Bellingham (2015 ACS)

70% are 1-2 Person 
Households

(66% in 2000)



Single-Family
Multi-Family
Mixed-Use Multi-Family

Existing Housing

56% SF
44% MF



Infill Toolkit Housing

Townhomes
Duplex/Triplex
Small-lot cottages
Accessory Dwelling Units
Carriage Homes (above garage apts)



















New Students
Elementary   = 1,288
Middle           = 589
High               =  829    
Total               = 2,706

Average of 135 students per year
or 5-6 classrooms per year
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Elementary Attendance Areas



Percent Free/Reduced Meals



Current and near-term 
development activity

2,295 SF & 3,429 MF Units
Assume about 50% completed in 
next 3-5 years.
Estimate 565 new students or 
about 115 to 190 per year (5 to 8 
classrooms)








