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School Modernization Overview & 
Next Phase

Update on Current Projects

Constraints on Modernization Design  - Division of State 
Architect Rehabilitation by Cost IR EB 4

Desert Springs Middle – Constructed 1993

Mt. San Jacinto High Constructed 1995

Vista del Monte Elementary – Constructed 1962 Reset 1996

Cielo Vista Charter – Constructed 1955 Reset 1996
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Della S. Lindley Elementary 
Modernization – Completion 

Summer 2026

James Workman Middle 
Modernization – Completion 

Winter 2027 

Sunny Sands Elementary 
Modernization – Completion 

Fall 2026

Projects in Construction

Landau Elementary 
Modernization – Completion 

Fall 2026

Cathedral City High 
Modernization Phase 2 – 

Completion Summer 2028

Cathedral City High 
Modernization Phase 3 –    

Winter 2030
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Bubbling Wells 
Elementary 

Modernization

333 South Farrell 
Interior Building 

Renovation 

Ed Services ELOP 
Warehouse 

Projects Bidding or In-Design

DHS HS Athletic 
Trainer/Aux Gym/ Field 

Restrooms

Desert Hot Springs 
Parent Engagement 

Center (EWEC)

Mt. San Jacinto High 
Portables
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333 South Farrell Building

March 2026
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333 South Farrell Building
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333 South Farrell BuildingRevised Layout Existing Layout
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333 South Farrell Building
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333 South Farrell Building
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Educational Services Supply Center 
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Educational Services Supply Center 
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Educational Services Supply Center 
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Purpose / trigger
DSA uses a cost-comparison test to decide whether a proposed modernization (reconstruction/alteration/addition) to an existing school building 
must be treated as a full rehabilitation under the California Administrative Code (CAC). If the project cost reaches the rehabilitation threshold, the 
building must be brought into conformance with current safety standards.

The numeric threshold — 50% of replacement value
The basic rule: when the cost of the reconstruction/alteration/addition exceeds 50% of the building’s replacement value, the work is treated as 
a rehabilitation. DSA may also treat projects “close to” this threshold as rehabilitations in certain cases. 

Practical implications for modernization projects  If the modernization estimate approaches or exceeds 50% of replacement value, plan for full 
rehabilitation scope (seismic, accessibility, life-safety upgrades as required by California Administrative Code).  Districts should document the 
chosen replacement-value method (default vs. alternate) and submit supporting cost estimates with the DSA application (DSA-1)

Constraints on Modernization Design – 
DSA IR EB-4 Rehabilitation Required by Cost
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Desert Springs Middle School Overview

Site Information:
Student Enrollment                            687
Student Capacity                             1,597
   Permanent Classrooms       41
    Relocatables                            14
Classroom Count                                  55

Construction Date                 1993
Site Size                       20.8 Acres
Building Sq. Footage                 109,916
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DSMS Existing Site Analysis

Existing Site Analysis
1. Lack of sufficient parking for staff and parents
2. Lack of sufficient drop off/pick up area for students
3. Lack of bus drop off area for Special needs and Gen. Ed. Students
4. Unwelcoming entry
5. Vandalism & security issues along perimeter fences
6. Lunch shelter exposed to high wind from west side
7. Non-compliance with accessible paths of travel
8. Refresh and update existing classrooms

Existing Site Analysis II
1. Replacement of fire and notification systems
2. Upgraded public address & site communication systems
3. Roof and HVAC replacements
4. Replace portable classrooms (TBD)
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Mt. San Jacinto High School Overview

Site Information:
Student Enrollment                            310
Student Capacity                                403
   Permanent Classrooms       12
    Relocatables                              9
Classroom Count              21                   

Construction Date               1995
Site Size                     6.12 Acres
Building Sq. Footage                  33,830
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Mt. San Jacinto High Site Analysis

Existing Site Analysis
1. Lack of sufficient food service facilities and dining area
2. Enclose gym and replace swamp coolers with Central HVAC units
3. Lack of shade areas
4. Non-compliance with accessible paths of travel
5. Refresh and update existing classrooms
6. Replace Portable classrooms (TBD)

Existing Site Analysis II
1. Replacement of fire and notification systems
2. Upgraded public address & site communication 

systems
3. Roof and HVAC replacements
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Vista del Monte Elementary School Overview

Site Information:
Student Enrollment                           341
Student Capacity                               471
   Permanent Classrooms       27
    Relocatables                              9
Classroom Count                                  36
Construction Date                 1963
Modernization Reset Date            1996
Site Size                          7.2 Acres
Building Sq. Footage                    48,592
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Vista del Monte Elementary Site Analysis

Existing Site Analysis
1. 1963 MPR, administration, 12 classrooms qualify as potential Class 1 Historic Buildings
2. Under sized Multi-purpose room facility
3. Lack of shade areas
4. Non-compliance with accessible paths of travel
5. Replace portables
6. Lack of food services facilities, health offices and shades lunch seating areas

Existing Site Analysis II
1. Lack of sufficient parking for staff and parents
2. Lack of sufficient drop off/pick up area for students
3. Lack of bus drop off area for Special needs and 

Gen. Ed. Students
4. Unwelcoming entry
5. Replacement of fire and notification systems
6. Upgraded public address & site communication 

systems
7. Roof and HVAC replacements
8. Need fire hydrant on campus
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Vista del Monte Elementary Site Analysis

Existing Site Analysis
1. Originally built in 1963 as 3rd  through 6th grade school
2. Buildings in red square considered potential Class 1 historic

View of front of school - MPR

View of Kinder play area

View of entry
 to offices
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Cielo Vista Charter School Overview

Site Information:
Student Enrollment                            900
Student Capacity                              1008
   Permanent Classrooms       17
    Relocatables                            19
Classroom Count                                  36
Construction Date                 1955
Modernization Reset Date            1996
Site Size                       8.34 Acres
Building Sq. Footage                    60,825
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Cielo Vista Charter Site Analysis

Existing Site Analysis
1. Does not qualify as Class 1 Historic Buildings according to Historic Resources 

Assessment January 2026
2. Lack of drop off and parking areas
3. Undersized Mult-purpose room
4. Non-compliance with accessible paths of travel
5. Replace portables
6. Lack of food services facilities, health offices and shaded lunch seating areas

Existing Site Continued
1. Replacement of fire and notification systems
2. Upgraded public address & site communication systems
3. Roof and HVAC replacements
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Cielo Vista Charter 
Air Land Use Commission Zoning Map
Established in 1970, Air Land Use Commission 
(ALUC) is mandated by Public Utility Code 
Section 21670 et seq. to ensure that 
developments are compatible with airports. 
ALUC achieves this by adopting and 
implementing Compatibility Plans for each of the 
airports in the County.

Ramon Rd. 
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ALUC Zoning Map - Cielo Vista Elementary 
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ALUC Zoning Map - Cielo Vista Elementary 
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PSUSD Projects

1.  Design and scoping for Desert Springs Middle Modernization – Estimated $5 Million
2. Design and scoping for Mt. San Jacinto High Modernization Estimated $3 Million
3. Design and scoping for Vista del Monte Elementary Modernization - $ 5 Million
4. Design and scoping for Cielo Vista Charter modernization - $ 5 Million

Staff Recommendations 

1.Design funds for review and scoping of the 4 schools listed above in the amount of $18 Million

Measure S $465,000,000

BWES VdM ES Gyms
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Thank you
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