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POMPERAUG REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 15
The mission of Region 15, a collaborative community committed to excellence, is to educate every
student to be productive, ethical, and engaged in a global society through proven and innovative learning
experiences supported by its strong community whose decision-making is based on the best interest of
all students.
Mission Statement, Adopted 9 December 2002; Updated 2009

Board of Education - Regular Meeting 2
Monday, March 9, 2026 /
_ 230 PN,

Pomperaug High School Media Center

PRESENT: Ms. Sharon Attick Mr. Tom Marks ~
Ms. Shannon Cavallo Mr. Jeff Olsen (absent)
Ms. Heather Dwyer Mrs. Heather Rodgers
Mr. John Jenusaitis Dr. Sally Romano
Ms. Marion Manzo, Chairperson Mr. Steve Suriani

/7
PRESENT: Mr. Joshua Smith, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carrie Chiappetta, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Joe Martino, Director of Finance
Mr. Barry Bernabe, Phoenix Advisors
Mr. Glenn Rybacki, Bond Counsel, P}lllman & Comley

Ms. Manzo called the March 9, 2026 Regglaf Meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  Call to Order
and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Pledge of Allegiance

7

Miss Datlow and Miss Murphy I;eported on events and activities that Student Representatives
occurred across Region 15 schools.

Mr. Walsh introduced the/six high school students who placed at the AMC Student Recognition
Math Competition. Students were recognized for their dedication.

i
Ms. Cavallo motioned to add a discussion to the agenda regarding a Motion Made and Passed
proposed second turf field, the motion was seconded by Dr. Romano. Ms. Second turf field
Manzo noted that for an agenda item to be added it would require two- discussion

thirds yote of the board. Ms. Cavallo explained that this addition would
only be for discussion, no action would take place. The board voted and
passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, Mr. Marks, Ms. Manzo, Mrs.
Rodgers, Dr. Romano voting, “aye”. Mr. Jenusaitis and Mr. Suriani voted,
“nay”. Mr. Olsen was absent.

Mrs. Rodgers, seconded by Ms. Cavallo, to approve the minutes of the Approval of February 24,
February 24 Regular Meeting. 2026, Minutes
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IN DISCUSSION

Ms Attick noted that the date of the PTO advisory meeting referenced in the
minutes should be February 5, not March 5.IT WAS VOTED

“to approve the February 24, 2026 special meeting of the Board of
Education as amended” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer,
Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms. Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano, and Mr.
Suriani voting, “aye”. Mr. Olsen was absent.

Mr. Barry Bernabe, Phoenix Advisors presented Region 15’s Existing and
Proposed Debt Analysis presentation. (Attachment 1) Mr. Bernabe
explained the district is fiscally strong, with solid management and
conservative financial practices. He explained that the interest rates and
bond ratings are currently favorable for borrowing and this analysis
provides a clear picture of principal, interest, and bond premiums over
multiple financing scenarios. 7,
Attorney Glenn Rybacki, Pullman & Comley, outlined the procedural
timeline for advancing the proposed school construction projects to
referendum. The Board must call a district meeting to hold a public
hearing, present project details, and receive input. Following the hearing,
the Board will approve a final resolution and ballot langﬁage.

After discussion, the Board agreed that the two school projects should be
included in one question and not separated. The Board also determined
that the best way to address statutory timelines was to hold the hearing on
March 23, before the next regular meeting. Atty. Rybacki explained
flexibility in structuring bond questions, funding authorizations, and
compliance with state reimbursement rules, emphasizing that final
referendum language must be s/ubstantially developed prior to the hearing.

The Board discussed the potential addition of a second turf field to the
upcoming referendum. Ms. Cavallo initiated the discussion following
significant community interest, including numerous emails from parents.
Ms. Cavallo empha/si/zed given the district is already pursuing a bond
referendum, adding the turf field as a separate question would allow the
community to decide directly. Several board members voiced concern
about intr/ocfucing a third major funding question alongside the school
budget and building projects. Others expressed concerns about receiving
adequate information in time to make an informed decision. There was
ggneral agreement that more detailed cost estimate information and
planning are needed before advancing the proposal. Attorney Rybacki
clarified that a defined scope and cost estimate would be required before
including the turf field in the public hearing notice.
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Bond Pre/se’ﬁtation

rd

Referendum Presentation

Second Turf Field
Discussion
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Ms. Dwyer reported the committee is working through a backlog of policies Policy & Curriculum
following a district-wide review, resulting in multiple updates being Committee
presented together. The next meeting is scheduled for April 6, 2026.

Ms. Attick reported the PTO Advisory Committee met on March 5%, Topics PTO Advisory
of discussion included: the 2026-2027 School Budget and the GES/PES

School Construction Project. The next meeting is scheduled for April 2, >
2026.

A

Superintendent Smith reported there is a new school construction website GES/PES’Building Project
being launched this weekend. The site includes FAQs, cost and tax impact &

information, photos of current school conditions, and project rational

(renovation vs. new construction). It will be updated regularly as new

information comes in. The purpose of the website is to emphasize the

current facility conditions and infrastructure needs. /

rd

Ms. Dwyer commented she attended the Robotics Team 2064 competing  Board Member Comments
at a New England district event. The experience demonstrated mentorship,
perseverance, and school spirit. The team will compete again’ on March 21-
22 at Wilby High School. y
g

Mrs. Rodgers announced the PHS Boys Swim Team is competing on
Tuesday, March 10t for State Championship.

P
Ms. Manzo commented that she and Dr. Romano will attend CABE Day on
the Hill on Wednesday, March 11th,

No comments from citizens. g Comments from Citizens
Ms. Cavallo made a motion to/“add to the agenda a March 23, 2026 Motion Made to add March
Public Hearing Notice”, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers 23,2026 Public Hearing

IT WAS VOTED and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, ~ Notice to the agenda
Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms. Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano, and
Mpr. Suriani voting,“aye.” Mr. Olsen was absent.

7

Upon a motion by Mrs. Rodgers, seconded by Dr. Romano, Motion Made and Passed
IT WAS VOTED March 23, 2026 Public
“the Board of Education approve the following resolution authorizing a Hearing Notice

District Meeting to be held on March 23, 2026 for the purpose of
conducting a public hearing with respect to the appropriation and
borrowing authorization for construction of two new elementary schools:

RESOLVED, That the officers of the Board of Education and the
Superintendent are authorized to cause a district meeting to be called for the purpose of
conducting a public hearing at the Pomperaug Regional High School Media Center,
234 Judd Road in Southbury, Connecticut, on Monday, March 23, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.
with respect to the following recommendations of the Board:
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14 That $224,000,000 for costs of the planning, design, acquisition,
construction, furnishing and equipping of two new elementary schools to replace
Pomperaug Elementary School and Gainfield Elementary School (the “Project”). The
appropriation may be spent for planning, design, acquisition, installation, demolition and
construction costs, equipment, furnishings, materials, athletic fields, playgrounds,
traffic, parking, sidewalks, lighting, utilities, site improvements, surveys, architects’
fees, engineering fees, remediation, project management and contract administration 4
costs, insurance and bonding costs, grant application and administration costs, moving
and relocation costs, contingencies, consultants, training, testing, legal, administrative,
financing and other costs, including the preparation of schematic drawings and outline
specifications for the Project. The District Board of Education shall appoint a building oyt
committee that will be established as the building committee for the Project. The District
Board of Education, in consultation with the building committee, shall determine the
final scope and particulars of the Project, and may reduce or modify the scope of the”
Project, and the appropriation may be spent on the Project as so reduced or modiﬁeg. )

2 That $224,000,000 bonds and temporary notes of the Disfrict be
authorized to finance the appropriation. The amount of the bonds or notes authorized
shall be reduced by the amount of grants received by the District for the project and
applied to defray project costs (currently estimated to be 64.2% of eligible costs).

3. That the Chairperson, the Treasurer, and ot]}ei‘/proper officers and
officials of the District are authorized to take all actions which are necessary or desirable
to complete the Project and to issue bonds and notes, and obtain other funding to finance
the aforesaid appropriation, including but not limited to applying for and accepting
grants and other funds that may be available for the Project.”

The motion passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, Mr. Jenusaitis,
Ms. Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, pr. Romano, and Mr. Suriani voting,
“aye.” Mr. Olsen was absent.

WEIGHT
BOARD MEMBER “ QF VOTE AYE NAY ABSTAIN
Ms. Attick i 1423 X
Ms. Cavallo g .66 X
Ms. Dwyer < .23 X
Mr. Jenusa/itisj .66 X
Ms. Manzo 1:23 X
Mr. Marks 1325 X
/| Mr. Olsen .66
Mrs. Rodgers 1,23 X
Dr. Romano .66 X
Mr. Suriani 123 X
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Upon a motion by Ms. Cavallo, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers

IT WAS VOTED

“RESOLVED, that the Pomperaug Regional School District #15 authorizes the
Board of Education to apply to the Commissioner of Administrative Services and to

accept or reject a grant for the Roof Replacement state project number 215-0089 RR

at the Long Meadow Elementary School” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo,
Ms. Dwyer, Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms. Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano, and
Mr. Suriani voting, “aye”. Mr. Olsen was absent.

Upon a motion by Ms. Cavallo, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers

IT WAS VOTED

“RESOLVED, that the Pomperaug Regional School District #15 building
commiittee is hereby established as the building committee with regard to the_Roof
Replacement state project number 215-0089 RR at the Long Meadow Elementary
School” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms.,
Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano, and Mr. Suriani voting, “aye”. Mr.
Olsen was absent. i

Upon a motion by Ms. Cavallo, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers,

IT WAS VOTED 7
“RESOLVED, that the Pomperaug Regional School District #15 hereby authorizes
at least the preparation of schematic drawings and outline specifications for the Roof
Replacement state project number 215-0089 RR at the Long Meadow Elementary
School” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms.
Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano, and Mr. Suriani voting, “aye”. Mr.
Qlsen was absent. »

Upon a motion by Ms. Cavallo, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers,

IT WAS VOTED y
“RESOLVED, that the Pomperaug Regional School District #15 authorizes the

Board of Education to approve thg final plans and cost estimates for the Roof
Replacement state project number 215-0089 RR at the Long Meadow Elementary
School” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms.
Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rod/gers, Dr. Romano, and Mr. Suriani voting, “aye”. Mr.
Olsen was absent. '

Upon a motion by Ms. Cavallo, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers,

IT WAS VOTED
“to approve-the final design and cost estimates for the Long Meadow

Elementary School Solar Project” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms.
Dwyer, Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms. Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano, and Mr.
Suriani voting, “aye”. Mr. Olsen was absent.

Upon a motion by Ms. Cavallo, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers

IT WAS VOTED
“to approve the final education specifications for the Long Meadow

Elementary School Solar Project” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms.

Motion Made and Passed
LMES Roof Replacement
Grant

7

/-
Motion Made and Passed
LMES Roof Replacement
Build/ing Committee

Motion Made and Passed
LMES Roof Replacement
Architectural Drawings

Motion Made and Passed
LMES Roof Replacement
Cost Estimate Approval

Motion Made and Passed
LMES Solar Project Design
and Cost Estimate
Approval

Motion Made and Passed
LMES Solar Project
Education Specifications
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Dwyer, Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms. Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano, and M.
Suriani voting, “aye”. Mr. Olsen was absent.

Upon a motion by Mr. Suriani, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers, Motion Made and Passed
IT WAS VOTED CT Healthy Food
“to approve CT Healthy Food Certification: Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-  Certification
215f, the Regional School District 15 Board of Education certifies that
all food items offered for sale to students in the schools under its #
jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition o
Standards published by the Connecticut State Department of ) /
Education, will comply with the Connecticut Nutrition Standards s
during the period of July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027, This '
certification shall include all food offered for sale to students
separately from reimbursable meals at all times and from all sources, ~
including but not limited to school stores, vending machines, school
cafeterias, culinary programs, and any fundraising activities on school
premises sponsored by the school or non-school organization$ and
groups” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, Mr.
Jenusaitis, Ms. Manzo, Mr. Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Rofmano, and
Mr. Suriani voting, “aye.” Mr. Olsen was absent. //

Upon a motion by Mr. Suriani, seconded by Mrs. Rodgers Motion Made and Passed
IT WAS VOTED _ CT Healthy Food

“to approve CT Healthy Food Certification: The Regional School District  Certification

15 Board of Education will allow the sale to students of food items

that do not meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards and beverages

not listed in Section 10-221q of the Connecticut General Statutes

provided that the following conditions are met: 1) the sale is in

connection with an event occurring after the end of the regular school

day or on the weekend; 2) the sale is at the location of the event; and

3) the food and beverage items are not sold from a vending machine

or school store. An”event” is an occurrence that involves more than

justa Iegularly scheduled practice, meeting, or extracurricular

activity. For example soccer games, school plays, and interscholastic

debates are ‘events but soccer practices, play rehearsals, and debate

team n}eetmgs are not. The “regular school day” is the period from

midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the official school day.

“Location” means where the event is being held and must be the

,same place as the food and beverage sales” and passed with Ms.

Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, Mr. Jenusaitis, Ms. Manzo, Mr.

Marks, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano, and Mr. Suriani voting, “aye.”

Mr. Olsen was absent.

Ms. Manzo announced future meeting dates: Announcement of Future
Meetings
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a. Wednesday, March 18, 2026 Budget Workshop,
Pomperaug High School Media Center, 6:30 p.m. (Pupil
Services, Student Fees, Capital Plan)

b. Monday, March 23, 2026 Public Hearing School Building
Project, Pomperaug High School Media Center, 6:30 p.m.

c. Monday, March 23, Regular Meeting of the Board of
Education, Pomperaug High School Media Center, 7:30 ¥
p.m. /

d. Wednesday, March 25, 2026 Budget Workshop with
Boards of Finance from Middlebury and Southbury, 6:30
p.m.

e. Wednesday, March 25, 2026, Public Hearing for the 2026-
2027 Region 15 Proposed Superintendent’s Budget, 7:30
p.m. ,

f. Monday, April 6, 2026 Policy & Curriculum Committee
Meeting, Pomperaug High School Media Center, 6:00 p.m.

g. Monday, April 6, 2026 Regular Meeting of the Board of
Education, Pomperaug High School Media Cénter, 7:30
p.m. (Adopt 2026-2027 School Budget) -

A

Upon a motion by Mrs. Rodgers, seconded by Mr. Suriani, Adjourn
IT WAS VOTED

“to adjourn the March 9, 2026 regular meeting of the Board of Education at

9:38 p.m.” and passed with Ms. Attick, Ms. Cavallo, Ms. Dwyer, Mr.

Jenusaitis, Mr. Marks, Ms. Manzo, Mrs. Rodgers, Dr. Romano and Mr. Suriani

voting, “aye”. Mr. Olsen was absent. ,

Tom Marks
Secretary of the Board of Education

Jennifer Meglio, Board Cle/rk'

Fi
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