
Dare to SOAR!

Sunset Families,

I hope everyone had a wonderful and refreshing Spring Break! We are excited to welcome our 
students back and look forward to a strong finish to the school year. Spring is always a busy 
and exciting time at Sunset Elementary as our students continue learning, growing, and 
preparing for the final months of school.

During April, many of our students (third-fifth grades) will be taking state assessments. These 
tests are an opportunity for students to show what they have learned throughout the year. We 
encourage all students to work hard and do their very best. Families can help support their 
children by reminding them of a few simple tips:

- Get a good night?s sleep before testing days.
- Eat a healthy breakfast to help stay focused.
- Arrive at school on time so students can begin the day calmly and confidently.
- Take your time and read questions carefully.
- Believe in yourself and do your best!

Our teachers and staff have worked hard all year to prepare students, and we are confident 
they are ready to succeed. 

Please also note that there will be no school on April 3 and April 6. We hope families enjoy the 
long weekend. 

Thank you for your continued support of Sunset Elementary. Together, we can make the 
remainder of the school year a successful and positive experience for all students.

 

Best regards,

 

Dr. Brandon J. Cheeks

Principal 

Sunset Elementary School

P: 785-309-4520

Brandon.Cheeks@usd305.com
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This month we focus on Courage - 
"choosing what is helpful, right, and kind 
even when it is hard or scary."

Try this as a family:

Reflect, think, and discuss things you 
would like to do, but find intimidating or 
scary (individually or as a family). Maybe 
it's a new hobby, trying a new game, 
sharing your art or invention with others, 
or going on an adventure somewhere. 
Give 1 of these things a try together this 
month and take a selfie to capture the 
memory!

Character St rong

Plan Ahead
May 1 - Kindergarten Field trip
May 8  - Kansas Kids' Fitness Day - Third Grade
May 12 - Fifth Grade Honor Night
May 15 - Play Day 
May 21 - Last day of schoool

   Read Across America - Hat Day

PTA Act ivit ies

April 2 - PTA meeting, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

               in the art room

April 8 - Gambinos Dine and Donate, 

               4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

April 17 - Fun Night, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

                in the gym                                

A second grader works on a winter 
Olympics activity in the library.



Reading fluency = reading smoothly, correctly, and with expression.

Repeated reading helps your child practice and improve these skills.

What is Repeated Reading?

- Read the same short passage or section of a book several times.
- Helps children read smoother, more confidently, and with expression.
- Great for tricky words, challenging passages, and building vocabulary.

How it works at school

Step 1 : Listen first

- Teacher reads aloud while students follow along
- Student hears fluent, expressive reading

Step 2: Echo reading

- Teacher reads a sentence and the student repeats while looking at the text

Step 3: Choral reading

- Whole group reads together aloud

Step 4: Partner reading

- Students read chorally with a partner

Step 5: Performance read

- Read aloud to someone new after practicing
- Builds confidence and makes reading fun

You can try this kind of reading practice at home with your child too!

Repeated Reading: Read Like Us!
Read Across America - crazy outfits



Fourth Grade

The Salina Symphony field 
trip for fourth grade has 
been rescheduled for 
Friday, April 24.

Kindergarten

Kindergarten Music Program 

"Brown Bear Brown Bear 
What Do You See?"

Thursday, April 30

Concert at 6:30 p.m. 

Students arrive at 6:15 p.m.

News from the Nurse

Kindergarten Roundup 

It is time to start planning for the next school year! If you have, 
or know, a child that will be entering Kindergarten in the fall of 
2026: Your child will need to have a physical done, 
immunizations brought up to date, and provide documentation 
of both PRIOR to the first day of school. 

The physical can be done anytime, up to 6 months before the 
first day of school. Call now to be sure to get an appointment. 
The two page physical form is located on the USD 305 website, 
with the front to be completed by a parent and the back by a 
physician or approved provider. Here is a link to the form: 

State law does not allow the physical to be signed by a 
chiropractor. Please feel free to contact me with any questions! 
Hope to see you all at Kindergarten Round-up!

Nurse Carol Unsderfer
785-309-4520

Kindergarten Physical Form

Will your child be five years old 
on or before August 31, 2026?  If 
so, kindergarten registration is 
the next step in their educational 
journey. Please join us at 
Kindergarten Roundup!

What to expect: Meet kindergarten teachers, learn about the 
upcoming school year and hear answers to any questions you may 
have.

Date: Thursday, April 23, 2026

Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

If you have questions or need help with registration, please call: 
785-309-4733

Kindergarten Roundup Information & Registration

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1717686209/usd305com/cj3cifg1pdfbjsmgjp1f/EnglishHEALTHASSESSMENTFORCHILDRENANDYOUTH.pdf
https://www.usd305.com/parents/kindergarten-roundup 


3 & 6 - No School

7 & 8  - Third - Fif th grade Math 
Assessment

13 - Site Council

17 - PTA Fun Night

20 - Fif th grade class picture

23 - Kindergarten Roundup

30 - Kindergarten music program
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School Website

@SunsetEagles305

# SunsetGrowsGreatness

Unified School District #305 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs and 

activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Any person having inquiries concerning Unified School District #305 compliance with the 

regulations implementing Title VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 504 is directed to contact the Unified School District #305 Executive Director of Human Resources, P.O. Box 797, Salina, Kansas 

67402, 785-309-4726.

# 305GrowsGreatness

Brandon Cheeks - Principal
Stephanie Turowski - Assistant Principal
Gena Koch - Secretary
Main Office Phone Number: 785-309-4520

@Sunset Eagles 305

Sunset Eagles 305

District Website

http://www.305sunset.com
https://twitter.com/sunseteagles305
https://www.instagram.com/sunseteagles305/
https://www.facebook.com/SunsetEaglesSalina
http://www.usd305.com
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