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Dear Parenl/Guardian:

Regular school allendance is crilical Lo your child’s academic success. Alabama law requires thal all
children belween Lhe ages of six (6) and sevenleen (17) be enrolled in school and allend for the [ull
instruclional day. The law [urther slales thal the parenl, guardian, or person having control of a school-age
child is responsible for that child’s regular allendance and proper conduct (Code of Alabama §16-28-3).
When sludenls miss excessive days of school, Lhey lose valuable instruclional lime thal cannol be (ully
recovered. Conlinued absences may also resull in academic consequences under the Marengo Counly
Schools Allendance Policy.

According to district policy:

All students are required Lo be al school by 7:45 a.m. Sludenls arriving aller this lime will be considered
tardy. Please nole Lhal Lhree (3) lardies are equivalenl Lo one (1) absence. Students are nol permilled Lo
enler the campus before 7:20 a.m.

Each child enrolled in a public school is subject lo lhe Allendance and Truancy provisions of Lhe Stale of
Alabama and the Marengo County School Syslem. The [ollowing procedures [or handling unexcused
absences/lruancy will be uniformly enforced:

Grades K-12

e Akindergarlen studenl who accumulales more than len (10) absences in one semesler may be
withdrawn (rom Lhe roll [or the remainder ol the school year.

e Asludenlin Grades 1-8 who accumulales more than Lwenly (20) absences during the school
year may be denied promolion.

e Asludenlin Grades 9-12 who accumulales more Lhan len (10) absences in any class during a
semesler may be denied credil for Lhal course.

In addilion:

e Sludenls musl submil a wrillen excuse wilhin Lwo (2) days of relurning Lo school.



e Aller {ive parenl noles, a doclor’s excuse is required.
e Any exceplion Lo Lhis policy must include oflicial verification (doclor’s slalemenl, courl
documentlalion, elc.) and approval [rom Lhe principal.

Excessive absences may also resull in addilional allendance inlervenlions as required by the Alabama
Compulsory School Allendance Law, including possible relerral lo Lruancy inlervenlion programs.

e Firsl Unexcused Absence/Truancy: A phone call will be made Lo the parent/guardian, and the
studenl will receive an Unexcused Absence Leller Lo lake home.

e Third Unexcused Absence/Truancy: A phone call will be made, and Allendance Leller #2 will be
mailed Lo the home and senl home wilh Lhe sludent.

e Fillth Unexcused Absence/Truancy: A mandalory Truancy Conflerence will be scheduled with the
parent/guardian, sludent, allendance liaison, and school administralor. Parenls are required Lo
allend.

e Sevenlh Unexcused Absence/Iruancy: A formal complainl/pelilion will be filed againsl Lhe
studenl and/or parent/guardian, which may resull in courl involvemenl.

e Aller Lthe sevenlh unexcused absence, all absences will be reporled weekly Lo the courl syslem.

Addilionally, please nole the following checkoul procedures:

e Sludenls musl be checked oul Lhrough the school office only.

e Only individuals lisled in the studenl’s PowerSchool account are permilled Lo check oul a
studenl.

e Avalid signalure is required; no phone call checkouls will be accepled.

e Upon relurning lo school, students musl be checked back in through Lhe office, and a
parenl/guardian musl sign them in.

e No checkouls will be permilled afler 2:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE STANDARDS

“Cerlain allendance slandards musl be mel by a sludenl Lo oblain, relain, or renew a driver’s
license or learner’s permil. The local school syslem is required Lo nolily the Deparlmenl of Public
Salely when a student 16 lo 19 years ol age has more lhan 10 conseculive or 13 cumulalive days of
unexcused absences in any one semesler.

Should a sludenl 16 years ol age or older wilhdraw [rom school, the syslem shall nolify lhe
Deparlmenl ol Public Safely.”

We are asking [or your immediale parlnership in ensuring Lthal your child allends school regularly and
arrives on lime each day. I there are circumslances aflecling your child’s attendance, please contact
Lhe school so thal we can work Logelher Lo supporl your child’s success.

Thank you (or your allenlion Lo Lhis maller and [or your conlinued partnership with Marengo High
School.



