
AHS Parent Newsletter  

March 29, 2026 

 

Principal’s Message 

Monday 
March 30 

Tuesday 
March 31 

Wednesday 
April 1 

Thursday 
April 2 

Friday 
April 3 

CAASPP Testing 
11th Grade Starts @: 

8:30 
 

9th, 10th and 12th 
grade starts @: 

11am 

CAASPP Testing 
11th Grade Starts @: 

8:30 
 

9th, 10th and 12th 
grade starts @: 
11am 
 
Senior Breakfast – 
New Gym 9-
10:30am 

CAASPP Testing 
11th Grade Starts @: 

8:30 
 

9th, 10th and 12th 
grade starts @: 
11am 

CAASPP Testing 
11th Grade Starts @: 

8:30 
 

9th, 10th and 12th 
grade starts @: 
11am 

 

Periods: 1,2,3 
 
 
3:30pm Dismissal 

Periods: 4,5,6 
 
3:30pm Dismissal 

Periods: 1,2,3 
 
 
2:27pm Dismissal 
*AHS Staff Meeting 

Periods: 4,5,6 
 
3:30pm Dismissal 

Periods: 0-6 
 
 
3:30pm Dismissal 

 

Sports Schedules are posted here. 

 
 

 Upcoming Dates 
o March 27: 3rd Quarter Grades Online 
o March 30- April 2: CAASPP Testing 
o April 13-17: Spring Break – No School 

 
➢ Prom – Exclusion List Reminder 

Junior and Senior families, prom is coming up and I want to give a quick reminder that students 
with excessive tardies (over 24) will be placed on the exclusion list and will be unable to attend 
prom. You can find more details further down in this newsletter.  
 

➢ Graduation Tickets 
Senior families, graduation is around the corner – June 5th! As a reminder, each senior will 
receive 5 tickets. Unfortunately, we cannot give more than 5 tickets. 

 
➢ Drop Off Etiquette 

Parents, please ensure you are not blocking the entrances or exits on Oak and Walnut during 
drop-off and pick-up. Parking or idling in these areas creates a significant safety hazard for our 
students and causes unnecessary traffic pileups for everyone. We appreciate your cooperation 
in keeping the flow moving! 
 

➢ CASSPP Testing 
CAASPP State Testing – March 30–April 2 

https://www.wacc-ncs.org/


 
 Monday 

3/30 
Tuesday 

3/31 
Wednesday  

4/1 
Thursday 

4/2 
11th Grade 

Only 

8:30am – 11am: 
Testing 

8:30am – 11am: 
Testing 

8:30am – 11am: 
Testing 

8:30am – 11am: 
Testing 

9th, 10th, 
12th Grade 

Only 

11am – 3:30pm: 
Report to 
school 

11am – 3:30pm: 
Report to school 
 
Senior 
Breakfast: 9am-
10:30am 

11am – 2:27pm: 
Report to school 

11am – 3:30pm: 
Report to school 

 
 
Our 11th grade students will participate in the California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress (CAASPP) statewide assessments from Monday, March 30 
through Thursday, April 2, 2026. These assessments are administered to 11th grade 
students only. 
 
To ensure a quiet and focused testing environment, we will operate on a modified bell 
schedule during these four days.  
 

• Testing will take place: March 30, March 31, April 1, April 2 
• 11th graders should report to school at the regular time of 8:30 AM, with testing 

taking place from 8:30–11:00 AM each day. 
• 9th, 10th, and 12th graders will begin their school day at 11:00 AM. 

 
Please also note that on Tuesday, March 31, our Senior Breakfast will take place in the New 
Gym from 9:00–10:30 AM. 
 
Students in our Extensive Support Needs (ESN) program will not be impacted by this 
modified schedule. ESN classes and transportation will continue as regularly scheduled, and 
students should report to school each day at 8:30 AM. 
 
On Friday, April 3, we will return to our regular bell schedule for all students. 
 
We appreciate your support in helping ensure students arrive on time and prepared for 
these important assessments. Please refer to the schedule below for additional details. 
 
Link to CAASPP modified bell schedule: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zpR73fnPwlWlT6yr1JEfoLnR0o3KXj86USvTo0_P6a
M/edit?usp=sharing     
 

➢ College & Career – Scholarships 
If you have a graduating senior this year, please encourage them to check out the college 
and career center. There ae many scholarships available and Ms Bustos can share that 
information with them and suggest some that are a good fit. Check out the C&C website, by 
clicking here.  

 
➢ (Exclusion List) Attendance and Senior Events  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zpR73fnPwlWlT6yr1JEfoLnR0o3KXj86USvTo0_P6aM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zpR73fnPwlWlT6yr1JEfoLnR0o3KXj86USvTo0_P6aM/edit?usp=sharing
https://ahs.alamedaunified.org/student-resources/college-career-center


Our last attendance period has started and goes until May 16th. Please know that this is a 
very important attendance window for our seniors (and juniors). Too many tardies (over 
24) and the student is placed on the exclusion list and not eligible for senior events, this 
includes prom. In order to support this, we have increased notification of tardies. Please 
remind your seniors and juniors to be mindful of their tardies and attendance. Please see 
the attendance policy in its entirety below: 

 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICIES 
Excused and Unexcused Absences: 
Excused Absences:  Excused absences can be verified by a parent calling the 
attendance office or sending a note which includes the student’s name, AHS ID#, 
reason for absence, date and time of absence, and the signature of the parent. When a 
student has an excused absence they are not allowed to be on campus or in the media 
center.  

• CA Education Code states that any absence beyond 14 absences will be considered an 
unexcused absence unless a doctor’s note is submitted for that absence. Each 
absence beyond the 14th day requires its own doctor’s note. 

• Students who are truant, with excessive unexcused absences in any of their classes 
may be denied participation in extracurricular events, including sports and senior 
privileges.  
Chronic absenteeism, is when a student has more than 14 excused absences and may 
be factored in when considering the attendance percentages to participate in 
extracurricular activities, including athletics and proms.  

• Unexcused Absences: When a student has an unexcused absence from school, the 
parents will be notified via email, text or phone depending on your preferences in 
our communications system. In addition, unexcused absences may lead to discipline 
by both the school and the district. These disciplines can include detentions and/or 
truancy letters and exclusion from school activities. 

• Clearing Absences: All absences must be cleared within three (3) days of a student 
returning to school by the parent. This can be done either by telephone, sending a 
note, or emailing the Attendance Office. The Attendance Office is open between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Students will only be assisted in the Attendance 
Office for an absence clearing purpose in the morning from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
during break time, and lunchtime. Teachers are not to send any student out of class 
during class time to the Attendance Office to clear any absence. 
 
Truancy: 
A student is considered truant if they are absent three class periods without a valid 
excuse in one school year, and/or are tardy for more than 30- minutes at the 
beginning of the period, or any combination thereof. Once your student reaches any 
combination of 3 missing class periods or 30 minute tardies, the district office / 
attendance will generate a truancy letter that will be sent home to the 
parent/guardian. After multiple truancy letters, a truant student may be subject to 
prosecution and/or suspension/revocation of his/her driving privilege (Vehicle Code 
13202.7). Moreover, a truant student is also subject to suspension/revocation of any 
work permit acquired at the high school. 
If you have any attendance concerns, please call or email our attendance staff, 
according to your student’s last name.  



• If your student’s Last Name begins with the letter A - L, please call Ms. Derieg at 1-
510-337-7022, extension 22757, or email: pderieg@alamedaunified.org .   

• If your student’s Last Name begins with the letter M - Z, please call Ms. Rosenthal at 
1-510-337-7022, extension 22756, or email: crosenthal@alamedaunified.org. 
 
 
Absence, Tardies, and the Exclusion List: 
Attendance and tardies are both calculated following Chronic Absenteeism and 
Truancy policies as outlined by the CA Department of Education.  For a student to be 
able to participate in extracurricular activities such as athletic teams, dances, plays, 
etc., they must stay under 10% attendance issues.  We are monitoring three 
“Attendance Periods”-Fall, Winter and Spring:  

• In order to be eligible for extracurricular activities, including sports teams, plays, and 
all dances, including Junior/Senior Prom, Senior Banquet and Senior Picnic, a student 
must not exceed 24 tardies during the Fall, Winter or Spring season.  
 
**For students who play sports on our Extracurricular Athletic Teams: Please be 
aware that excessive period absences may result in a loss of privileges for the season 
as well as tardies.  
 
FALL Attendance Period-August 11, 2025-November 2, 2025 (12 weeks): 
No Student Can Exceed 24 Tardies between 08/11/2025 - 11/2/2025.  

• If a student has been tardy 10% or has 24 or more tardies in this time-period, they 
may not be eligible for: Fall sports or the Senior Banquet on November 15, 2025. 

• Once a student has 12 tardies, they will be assigned a lunch detention, and parents or 
guardians may be notified. Parents will be notified again once a student reaches 24 
tardies during an Attendance Period.  

• If a student has excessive unexcused period absences in any class, between 8/11/25-
11/2/25, they will not be eligible to participate in any school related events. 
 
*If a student accrues or misses more than the allowable number of tardies or 
absences in the current Attendance Period, they will be out of their team, cast, or 
event for the remainder of the season.  
 
WINTER Attendance Period-November 3, 2025 - February 8, 2026 (11 week): 
No Student Can Exceed 24 Tardies between 11/3/2025 - 2/8/2026.  

• If a student has been tardy 10% or has 24 or more tardies in this time-period, they 
may not be eligible for: Winter sports the Fall Play.  

• Once a student has 12 tardies, they will be assigned a lunch detention, and parents or 
guardians may be notified. Parents will be notified again once a student reaches 24 
tardies during an Attendance Period.  

• If a student has excessive unexcused period absences, between 11/3/2025-
2/8/2026, they will not be eligible to participate in any school related events. 
*If a student misses more than the allowable number of tardies or absences in the 
current Attendance Period, they will be removed from their team, cast or event for 
the remainder of the season. 
 
SPRING Attendance Period-February 9, 2026 - May 16, 2026 (12 weeks): 
No Student Can Exceed Thirteen Tardies between 2/9/2026 - 5/16/2026.  

mailto:pderieg@alamedaunified.org
mailto:crosenthal@alamedaunified.org
mailto:crosenthal@alamedaunified.org


• If a student has been tardy 10% or has 24 or more tardies in this time-period, they 
may not be eligible for: the Spring Play, Spring Sports or the  Junior/Senior Prom on 
May 16, 2026. 

• Once a student has 12 tardies, they will be assigned a lunch detention, and parents or 
guardians may be notified. Parents will be notified again once a student reaches 24 
tardies during an Attendance Period.  

• If a student has excessive unexcused period absences, between 2/9/2026-
5/16/2026,they will not be eligible to participate in any school related events. 
 
*If a student misses more than the allowable number of tardies or absences in the 
current Attendance Period, they will be removed from their team, cast or event for 
the remainder of the season. 
 
A student is officially tardy if they enter the classroom after the tardy bell has 
finished ringing to begin the class period. If a student drops off their belongings but 
leaves the classroom and returns after the tardy bell, they will be considered tardy.  
 
Tuesday/Thursday Lunch Detentions: 
If a student receives a detention, for behavior or tardiness, the office will send 
written notification that they must attend detention in the cafeteria on a Tuesday or 
Thursday, during the lunch hour. Lunch will be available for students from the 
cafeteria, and free lunch is available to all students. A campus supervisor or school 
administrator will monitor detention. 

• For all detentions, students must arrive within 5 minutes after the start of the lunch 
bell rings. 
 
Tardy Detentions: 
Students will be assigned lunchtime detention for tardiness once they have accrued 
12 tardies as well as at 24 tardies, in the current Attendance Period. The attendance 
office will run a list of students with unexcused tardies, and all students with 12 
tardies, as well as 24 tardies, will serve a Tuesday or Thursday detention. If a student 
is on this list, the office will send written notification that they must attend detention 
in the cafeteria that same day during the lunch hour. Lunch will be available for 
students from the cafeteria, and free lunch is available to all students. A campus 
supervisor or school administrator will monitor detention. 
 
Reminders About Tardies and Detentions:  

• Teachers may have individual tardy policies and may hold their own detentions and 
consequences for tardiness to their classes, which can include classroom cleanup 
duties. Students who are excessively tardy, may be assigned a detention by their 
teacher or be referred to the office for further discipline at the discretion of the 
Administration.  

• Students exceeding the allotted number of tardies in any of the three Attendance 
Periods, across their schedule, will be ineligible for extracurricular activities 
including athletics, school plays, dances and Junior/Senior events.  

• Persistent tardiness may result in the student being put on the exclusion list and lose 
the privilege of participating in the following school sponsored extra‐curricular 
activities, including but not limited to Athletic Teams, Drama, Band, Choir, 
Leadership (e.g., student body officers and representatives), School Assemblies, 



Sports Games and Dances (including Winter Ball, Junior Prom, and Senior Ball) for 
that Season.  
 
The Exclusion List:  
The Exclusion List will follow the three “ Fall, Winter and Spring Attendance 
Periods.” Should a student have unserved detentions in any of the three Attendance 
Periods, they will be ineligible for all extracurricular activities including athletics, 
school plays, dances and Junior/Senior events for that season until they are off the 
Exclusion List.  
 
Truancy: 
A student is considered truant if they are absent three class periods without a valid 
excuse in one school year, and/or are tardy for more than 30- minutes at the 
beginning of the period, or any combination thereof. Once your student reaches any 
combination of 3 missing class periods or 30 minute tardies, the district office / 
attendance will generate a truancy letter that will be sent home to the 
parent/guardian. After multiple truancy letters (a family will receive up to four 
Truancy letters a year), a truant student may be subject to prosecution and/or 
suspension/revocation of his/her driving privilege (Vehicle Code 13202.7). 
Moreover, a truant student is also subject to suspension/revocation of any work 
permit acquired at the high school. We are aligning our tardy policy with Truancy 
and Chronic Absenteeism, which outlines that 10% indicates a chronic issue. 
 
Visitors:  
All visitors must report to the welcome office before going to any other location on 
the campus. We do not authorize student visitors on campus. Any and all non-
students with no apparent business to be on campus will be asked to leave campus 
immediately. All non-students without official business are notified that they are 
trespassing on school grounds. Returning to campus will result in Alameda Police 
being contacted for removal from campus. 
 

 
➢ PTSA 

Are you a member of the PTSA? Joining the PTSA (Parent, Teacher, Student Association) is 
a powerful way for parents and staff to work together in supporting students’ success. When 
families and educators collaborate, it builds a stronger sense of community and ensures that 
every child’s needs are better understood and met. PTSA membership gives parents and 
staff a voice in school decisions, access to important resources, and opportunities to plan 
events, fundraisers, and programs that directly benefit students. By joining, you’re showing 
your commitment to making our school a welcoming, engaging, and thriving environment 
for all. If you would like to join the AHS PTSA, please click here! 

 
 

➢ Weekly Progress Report (Sign Up Today) 
 
Hello Families,  
There is a new feature of Aeries available to you - a Weekly Progress Report. In an effort to 
enhance communication around attendance and grades, there are 2 changes we have 
implemented: (1) Daily Tardy Notification - you are now notified daily if your student(s) are 
tardy/late to class, and (2) Weekly Progress Report.  

https://jointotem.com/ca/alameda/alameda-high-ptsa


 
You may have to opt into this notification - please see below for more information and we hope 
you have a wonderful day! 
 

Portal Users ↑ 

When Parents log into the Portal a Notification prompting them to sign up for Weekly Progress 

emails appears in the Notifications , if they have not already done so. 

 

An option labeled Parent Notification Preferences also displays in the drop-down menu when 

Parents click on their username in the upper right-hand corner. This allows them to sign up 

for Weekly Progress Report emails for a preferred day and time and adjust their notification 

preferences at any time. 

 

 

Each time the User logs into the Portal, there is a reminder of the Date and Time they are set to 

receive the emails. 

https://support.aeries.com/support/solutions/articles/14000051459-how-to-setup-and-configure-weekly-progress-emails-for-parents#top
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14088493552/original/VGaqeMvK_ZDC1_F7bU223xX9fCEa2dHnQg.png?1629487379
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14020035347/original/x94aw7rGMxmSbNOyfUDB5sYfxOifZ5TBvA?1503961532
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14055441450/original/Y9DVWD8VHC1RgisJc2PeBs97yN5RtBW72Q.png?1571346956


 

This is a sample Weekly Progress email: 

 

The email also includes a link to the Aeries Parent Portal. 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14088493661/original/77Y5-TQWkpkI3uhOeB1Ks5hrH-52IBvZlg.png?1629487655
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14059946625/original/xongh2Rwtrq8dR1wIx1x8LEGDvwweYxxFQ.png?1578948115

