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COORDINATION OF FUNDS TO PURCHASE INSTRUCTIONAL
MATERIALS

What is Required

If the district chooses to coordinate with the National Instructional Materials Access
Center (“NIMAC”) when purchasing print instructional materials, it must acquire the print
instructional materials in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as the TEA
acquires print instructional materials.

However, the district is not required to coordinate with the NIMAC. If the district chooses
not to do so, the district must provide an assurance to the TEA that the district will provide
instructional materials to blind persons or other persons with print disabilities in a timely
manner.

Additional Procedures

National Instructional Materials Access Center

Created by the IDEA, NIMAC is a federally funded, online file repository of K-12 print
textbooks in accessible formats for students with disabilities. Should the district
coordinate with NIMAC, it will sign a user agreement with NIMAC, directing publishers to
provide National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (“NIMAS?”) files of materials
they order to NIMAC and designating authorized users who will have access to the
NIMAC database.

National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard

NIMAS is a standard used by publishers to produce files in XML format that may be used
to develop multiple specialized formats for students with print disabilities. Specialized
formats include:

e Braille, audio, or digital text—exclusively for use by blind or other students with
disabilities; and

e With respect to print instructional materials, large print formats distributed
exclusively for use by blind or other students with disabilities.
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Evidence of Implementation

e Coordination with and Acquisition of Materials from National Instructional
Materials Access Center
e Assurance to TEA Regarding Provision of Instructional Materials

Resources

The Texas Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process:
Coordination of Funds to Purchase Instructional Materials

Accessible Instructional Materials - Texas Education Agency

National Instructional Materials Access Center - NIMAC

National Center on Accessible Educational Materials - AEM

National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard - AEM

Questions and Answers on the National Instructional Materials Accessibility
Standard (Aug. 2021) - U.S. Department of Education

Citations

Board Policy CMD; 34 CFR 300.210(a)—(b)
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https://fw.escapps.net/node/3862
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3862
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/accessible-instructional-materials
https://www.nimac.us/
http://aem.cast.org/
http://aem.cast.org/creating/national-instructional-materials-accessibility-standard-nimas.html
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/qa-nimas-08-9-2021.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/qa-nimas-08-9-2021.pdf

