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9th grade
Cognitive Load

• Familiar systems change – a lot

• Social groups shift

• Time spent on assignments may be different

• Self-advocacy and independence is 
encouraged and expected

• Coursework is more demanding

• Sense of performance pressure could increase



Important 
Considerations 
for a healthy 
transition

Think about your child’s strengths 
and challenges. 

The challenges might be magnified 
by change. 

What does your child like to do? 
What would you like your child to try?

What other commitments outside of 
school are important?

Think about how much time there is 
in a day!



Typical 9th Grade Schedule

Semester I
1. English
2. History
3. Math
4. Science
5. Language
6. 9th grade Seminar/Studyhall
7. Studyhall/one of the Arts
Athletics or Theater after school

Semester II
1. English
2. History
3. Math
4. Science
5. Language
6. 9th grade Seminar/Studyhall
7. One of the Arts
Athletics or Theater after school



Opportunities 
Ahead 

English

Math

Science

History

Modern and Classical Languages

The Arts

Additional special courses



English

Nice and simple!

 English 9 for all students

 English 10 for all students

 11th grade: English 11, AP English Language, or IB English 11

 12th grade: English 12, AP English Lit, or IB English 12

Creative Writing elective available to older students.



Math Courses*
Algebra I

Geometry, Honors Geometry

Algebra II, Honors Algebra II

Honors Algebra II/Precalculus

Algebra III, Precalculus, Honors Precalculus

Dynamic Math, Intro to Calc/Stats

AP Statistics, AP Statistics with R, AP Calculus, Calc III

IB path (11-12)

* All students are placed in a math course by their current 
teacher



Science Courses*

Inquiries, Biology, AP Biology

Chemistry, Honors Chemistry, AP Chemistry, Organic 
Chemistry, Biocomputational Research

Physics, AP Physics

Human Anatomy and Physiology, Marine Biology, 
Environmental Science, AP Environmental Science, 
Forensic Science, Honors Engineering, Astronomy

IB path (11-12)

* All students are placed in a science course by their 
current teacher



History Courses

History 9: Government and Economics

Modern World History, Honors Modern World History

US History, AP US History

African American History, Adolescent Psychology and 
Behavior, Ancient Empires, Social Justice, Honors 
Economics, IB Info Tech in a Global Society

AP Psychology, AP Human Geography, AP European 
History, AP Government

IB path (11-12)



Modern and Classical 
Language Placement* 

 Students may choose a new language and begin at Level 1!

 Students entering Honors Chinese I must show facility with 
their current language, earning at least a 90 by the end of this 
year.

  Advanced (Honors) requires

Excellent memorization and regular practice outside of class
Excellent verbal skills
Daily quality completion of homework
Willingness to be fully involved in class each day

*Level placement is determined by the student’s current 
teacher



Modern and Classical 
Language Courses

Latin I-V Honors to AP

Spanish I-V Honors to AP

French I-V Honors to AP

Chinese I-V Honors to AP (grade minimum required)

Note: in Spanish, French, and Chinese, 50% of the grade 
is in speaking and listening; 50% is in reading and 
writing. Goal: fully multilingual by graduation.



The Arts for Grade 9*

Visual:
2D Art 
Design 
Sculpture/3D Art
Yearbook (year)

VA Focus: Elements of Design in 
all visual arts; reflections, short 
papers, process focused

* Placement in the semester course is dependent upon space in the 
course and any conflicts in the student’s schedule



The Arts for Grade 9*
Performing:
Concert Choir, Honors 
Choir (year)
Symphonic Band, 
Honors Band (year)
Orchestra, Honors 
Orchestra (year)

Introduction to Piano
Percussion Ensemble 
Chime Ensemble
Acting/Directing 
Improv

PA Focus: High level performance 
in all ensembles, practice 
required, group success a priority

* Placement in a semester course is dependent upon space in the 
course and any conflicts in the student’s schedule



Advanced Pathways in the Arts

Performing:
Chamber Choir and Honors Chamber 
Choir
Symphonic Band, Honors Band 
Orchestra, Honors Orchestra
Advanced Acting/Directing courses

Visual:
AP Art History
AP Music Theory
Architecture
2D Art, AP Art, Special Projects
Design, AP Design, Special Projects
Sculpture (3D), AP 3D
Yearbook, Honors Editor
IB options for grades 11-12



Typical 9th Grade Schedule

Semester I
1. English
2. History
3. Math
4. Science
5. Language
6. 9th grade Seminar/Studyhall
7. Studyhall/one of the Arts
Athletics or Theater after school

Semester II
1. English
2. History
3. Math
4. Science
5. Language
6. 9th grade Seminar/Studyhall
7. One of the Arts
Athletics or Theater after school



9th Grade Seminar
• Meets twice in the seven-day cycle

• Curricular focus on the four values of our Mission:

• Educational Excellence

• Character

• Community

• Service

• Serves as a year-long bridge from the Middle School to the Upper School

• Helps supplement advisory



7 Day Schedule for everyone!
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday

8-9:05 A F D B G E C

9:05-9:35 Break Advisory Break Break Break Break Advisory

9:35-10:40 B G E C A F D

10:45-11:50 C A F D B G E

11:50-12:15 Break Break Break Break Break Break Break

12:15-1:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

1:00-2:05 D B G E C A F

2:10-3:15 E C A F D B G



Sample 
Schedule
A = English

B = Sculpture

C = Biology

D = History

E = Honors Chinese I

F = Geometry

G = 9th grade Seminar/Studyhall

Each meet 5 out of 7 days

Monday Tuesday Wed Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday

8-9:05 English 9

9:05-
9:35

Break Advisory Break Break Break Break Break

9:35-
10:40

Sculpture English 9

10:45-
11:50

Biology English 9

11:50-
12:15

Break Break Break Break Break Break Break

12:15-
1:00

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

1:00-
2:05

History 9 English 9

2:10-
3:15

Honors 
Chinese I

English 9

Day 1 Day 6Day 3Day 2 Day 5Day 4 Day 7

No 
English

No 
English



Doing Double 
Latin?

Students taking “Double 
Latin” meet only 3 times in a 
7-day cycle but should be 
prepared for Honors Latin III 
by 10th grade. 

Students taking only Honors 
Latin II (single language) have 
the same class schedule.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday

8-9:05 A English F Geometry D History B Sculpture G 9th grade 
Seminar

E Honors 
Chinese I

C Biology

9:05-9:35 Break Break Break Advisory Break Break Break

9:35-10:40 B Sculpture G 9th grade 
Seminar

E Honors 
Chinese I

C Biology A English F Geometry D History

10:45-11:50 C Biology A English F Geometry D History B Sculpture G Studyhall
H Latin II

E Honors 
Chinese I

11:50-12:15 Break Break Break Break Break Break Break

12:15-1:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

1:00-2:05 D History B Sculpture G Studyhall
H Latin II

E Honors 
Chinese I

C Biology A English F Geometry

2:10-3:15 E Honors 
Chinese I

C Biology A English F Geometry D History B Sculpture G Studyhall
H Latin II



Course Catalogue 
Available on Bucsnet!



Included in the Course Catalogue



Also included…



But wait, there’s more…



New Computer Science Course *

Introduction to Python and Logic

One-semester elective open to grades 9-11

“This semester course introduces students to the fundamentals of programming using the Python language. 

Students learn to design and write code, debug programs, and apply logical reasoning to solve computational 

problems. Whether you are a total beginner or preparing for AP-level computer science, this course provides 

foundational skills needed to create functional software projects. No prior coding experience is required.” 

(SPRING)

*Note: this is a non-departmental elective and does not apply to the Fine Arts or Math graduation requirements



Additional Courses available to Grade 9 *

Strength Training (Semester)

Public Speaking (Semester)

* These are elective courses and do not fulfill any specific academic department’s 
graduation requirement.



Review

 Seven periods available

 Each period meets the same amount of time for the same number of days (5x a cycle)

 Exception: 9th grade seminar meets 2x, with either Studyhall or Honors Latin II 3x

 Core Academics take 5 periods

 9th grade Seminar takes the 6th period

 One additional period available for studyhall, art, or additional elective by semester.



Please 
consider time 

and 
temperament!

7:30 – leave for school

8:00-9:05 Period 1

9:05-9:35 Meet with teacher, advisor, club, etc.

9:35-10:40 Period 2

10:45-11:50 Period 3

11:50-12:15 Meet with teacher, advisor, make up work

12:15-1:00 Lunch (make up a quiz, get extra help, do HW, eat…)

1:00-2:05 Period 4

2:10-3:15 Period 5

3:30-5:30 – Athletics or Theater

6:30 Dinner at home

7:30 Begin Homework?



Please 
consider time 

and 
temperament!

7:30 – leave for school

8:00-9:05 Period 1

9:05-9:35 Meet with teacher, advisor, club, etc.

9:35-10:40 Period 2

10:45-11:50 Period 3

11:50-12:15 Meet with teacher, advisor, make up work

12:15-1:00 Lunch (make up a quiz, get extra help, do HW, eat…)

1:00-2:05 Period 4

2:10-3:15 Period 5

3:30-5:30 – Athletics or Theater

6:30 Dinner at home

7:30 Begin Homework?

8:00am – 5:30 pm = 
9.5 hours of school

Homework = 0-30+ min/night.

Where are the mental breaks? 
Social time? Family time? 



Important 
Considerations 
for a healthy 
transition

Think about your child’s 
strengths and challenges. 
The challenges might be 
magnified by change. 

What does your child like to 
do? What would you like your 
child to try?

What other commitments 
outside of school are 
important?

Think about time in the day: 
homework, studying, projects; social 
time, athletics or theater, 
volunteering, working, family time…



Middle School 
Advisor 
Conferences for 
Registration
Coming Up
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