The Future of Mount Vernon

Schools Starts Now

This spring, Mount Vernon City Schools
continues an important community
conversation about the future of our facilities.

Over the past year, community members, staff,
and board representatives stud¥ed our buildings
in depth. They reviewed safety, enrollment trends,
maintenance costs, and instructional needs. That work
resulted in a long-term master facilities plan focused on:
* Improved School Safety
Improved Operational Efficiency
Better Meeting the Needs of our Diverse Learners
Being Better Equipped for New Teaching Practices
Addressing Aging and Outdated Infrastructure

On May 5, 2026, voters will consider a 1% earned income tax. The
measure would generate approximately $5,977,339 annually for 30
years to support this plan.

If approved, the plan would:
e Construct three new elementary schools
* Renovate Mount Vernon High School

High school improvements would include:
A new auditorium

Expanded music spaces

An expanded cafeteria

Safety upgrades

Infrastructure modernization

Several elementary buildings are more than 100 years old. They hold
deep history for our community. They also require ongoing repairs and
present limitations for today’s instructional standards.

This plan is centered on students. It is designed to strengthen safety,
modernize classrooms, improve functionality, and responsibly address
aging infrastructure.

Our responsibility is to provide clear, factual information so every
community member understands what is proposed, how it would be
funded, and what it would mean for our district.

We invite you to review the resources available on our website.

As always, we remain committed to earning your trust through
transparency and accountability.

Warm regards,

William Seder, Jr.
Superintendent
Mount Vernon City Schools

MOUNT VERNON CITY SCHOOLS

DISTRICT NEWS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You're Invited:

Senior Citizens Spring
Luncheon

Thursday, April 9

*12-2 p.m.

® Mount Vernon High School
Gymnasium

Please join Mount Vernon City
Schools for our annual Senior
Citizens Spring luncheon, a
cherished community tradition.
Enjoy a warm afternoon of
fellowship, great food, and
student entertainment, hosted
by Superintendent Bill Seder.
Expect music, smiles, and a few
fun surprises!

RSVP by Thursday, April 2

Contact Jessica Shelton at
(740) 397-7422 ext. 6025 or
jshelton@mvcsd.us to reserve

your seat.
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Responsible
Stewardship in
Action

It's important that the community has a clear
understanding of the financial details of the
May ballot issue in order to make an informed

decision at the polls.

Voters will consider a 1% earned income tax that would generate
approximately $5,977,339 annually for 30 years. These funds would
support the district's master facility plan. After the 30-year facility
obligation is met, the tax would continue for general operating expenses.

What will be taxed:
* Wages
e Salaries

* Self-employment income

What will not be taxed:

* Pensions

* Social Security income
® Retirement income

* |nvestment income

Mount Vernon City Schools is partnering with the Ohio Facilities
Construction Commission (OFCC) to leverage significant state funding
for local improvements. After waiting our turn for funding, the state is
expected to contribute approximately 36% of eligible project costs *or
roughly $40 million.* However, the window to access this funding is
temporary, closing in just 16-months.

The district remains financially stable and continues to receive clean
audits. Every financial decision is guided by accountability, transparency,
and responsible stewardship of public resources.

Community members will decide in May whether to move forward
with this plan. We are committed to ensuring you have accurate and
complete information as you consider the proposal.

Thank you for your
continued partnership as
we move forward together.
It is a privilege to serve the
Mount Vernon community
and to work alongside you
in responsibly managing the
district’s resources.

Funding Offers

During our Jan. 15 Commission meeting, the OFCC extended offers to the following school districts
under the Classroom Facilities Assistance Program:

« Mount Viernan £50 (Knax County}

= Canlon LSD (Stark County)

«+ Cloverieat 150 [Medina County)

» Oakwood CSD (Montgomery County)

CFAP Funding Offers Extended at Jan. 15 Commission Meeting

School District

Sincerely,

1 Mount Vemon £30°

2. CantonlLSD*

Judy Forney
Treasurer
Mount Vernon City Schools

3. ClovereatLSD

4. Dakwood (SD™
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Understanding the Master Facility Plan/

May 5 Ballot Issue

The facility advisory committee studied district needs for more than a year. Their review included:

Maintenance costs
Safety considerations

» Building conditions ¢
* Enrollment trends .

The recommendation:

Renovate Mount Vernon High School

The plan is built around five key priorities:

» Construct three new elementary schools

Improved Safety

* Instructional needs

Secure entrances, safer traffic patterns, and updated emergency systems.

Operational Efficiency

Reducing the number of aging buildings lowers long-term maintenance and utility costs.

Instructional Functionality

Designed to meet the instructional needs of all learners, from students receiving special services to those

identified as gifted.

Modern Classroom Design

Flexible classrooms designed for collaboration and technology integration.

Addressing Aging Infrastructure

Several elementary buildings exceed 100 years in age and require significant ongoing repairs.
This plan reflects respect for the district’s history and careful planning for future generations.

What Would the Plan Fund?

Three New Elementary Schools

Designed with:
+ Secure entrances
* Improved traffic flow
» Dedicated kitchen/cadeteria
» Modern flexible classrooms
» Update infrsastructure

Including:

Renovation of Mount Vernon High School

* A new auditorium

¢ Expanded music spaces
» Expanded cafeteria
 Safety upgrades

» Infrastructure modernization

These updates are designed to support how students learn today while preparing the district for the future.

YELLOW JACKET
COLLEGE SIGNING

We are proud of our Yellow Jacket
athletes taking their talents to the

next level.
Nolan White

Football
Hillsdale College

Addyson Dusenberry
Bowling
Mount Vernon Nazarene University
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YELLOW JACKETS IN ACTION

1. Diver Collin McFarlane
competed at the OHSAA State
Diving Championships.

2. Mount Vernon Cheerleading
Yellow Jackets competed at the
OASSA State Championship and
finished in 4th place.

3. Senior Ash Brokaw captured
her second consecutive OHSAA
state wrestling championship,
winning the 110-pound weight
class with a dominant 13-4
major decision.

Brokaw's performance capped
another outstanding season and
solidified her place among the
top wrestlers in Mount Vernon
program history.

4. Back-to-Back League
Champions! The High School
and I\/ﬁddle School Wrestling

Teams won the 2026 Lickin

County League Championship,

securing back-to-back league

titles. Throughout the season,
these teams showed grit,
resilience, and pride, consistently
demonstrating strong teamwork
and dedication in every match.

5.  Congratulations boys basketball
players who earned individual
accolades for the 2025-26
season!

Trenton Wells (senior)
1st Team LCL;
1st Team District 11

Trace Beck (junior)
2nd Team LCL;
2nd Team District 11

Justus Shaw (sophomore)
Honorable Mention - LCL;
Honorable Mention District 11

Pictured left to right: Trenton
Wells, Trace Beck, Justus Shaw

6. History was made on the track!
Senior Lucy Rush shattered TWO
indoor school records. Elite
speed. Relentless grit.

1600m: 5:04.85
3200m: 11:10.59

7.  The Men’s and Women’s Bowling
Teams had a fantastic season!
Both bowling teams finished
as Runner-Ups in the Licking
County League this season. The
men’s team advanced to the
District competition.
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Transportation Available for Student Health Center
Appointments

Students can now access the Nationwide Children’s School-Based Health Center at Mount Vernon High
School with the help of district transportation.

Students from surrounding elementary schools can be picked up by district transportation, seen at the
school-based health center for their appointment, and then transported back to their school. This allows
students to receive the care they need without missing a full day of school, while helping parents or
guardians avoid missing work.

Services available include:
e Well checks e Sick visits e ADHD, anxiety, and depression support

e Sports physicals ¢ Vaccines ¢ Bloodwork and medication management

A parent/guardian consent form is required, but parents do not need to be present
for the appointment. Learn more: NationwideChildrens.org/SchoolHealth

Stay connected with Mount Vernon
City Schools where you can get:

DOWNLOAD THE n 2 Announcements
IMVCSD MOBILE APP Events Calendar

E3 Notifications

afm

- = % AL fa® School Information
= =1
Calendar  Notifications  Directory & ;?"'-'i ‘ Lunch Menus
@ @ : TN @ Athletics & Activities
News Athletics Menus " Download on the
App Store Google Flay Download the app by searching

@ &4 B 9 B B “Mount Vernon City Schools” in the
Stay connected with Mount Vernon City Schools! Apple App Store or Google Play
Store, or scan the QR code below.

There are three steps to our registration for new kindergarten
students for the 2026-27 school year. Children must be five years
old on or before August 19, 2026 to be eligible for kindergarten
enrollment. If your child meets this requirement, now is the time to
register. Parents/guardians must complete Steps 1 and 2 online to
get started. Visit www.mvcsd.us

If you have questions, please contact the District Registrar, Deb
Doup at dedoup@mvcsd.us or (740) 397-7422, ext. 6000.
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JACKET JOURNAL

Spelling Bee Star Vincent Jiang
Takes the County Crown

Congratulations to Middle School eighth grader Vincent
Jiang, winner of the 2026 Knox County Spelling Bee.
After 26 rounds of competition, Vincent secured the
championship by correctly spelling “prognosticate”

and “affiliation.” The speh/ing bee featured 19 students
representing school districts from across Knox County.

Mount Vernon Orchestra Wows
a Packed House

Mount Vernon Students
Earn Top Honors at
OMEA Solo & Ensemble

We proudly celebrated many
students who earned Superior
and Excellent ratings at the
OMEA Solo & Ensemble
event, the highest distinctions
recognizing outstanding
preparation and performance.

The Mount Vernon Orchestra took the stage for their
winter concert and delivered an incredible performance
to a packed housel!

Pictured: Theo Miller (sophomore)
earned a Superior rating for his
violin solo.

Celebrating Leadership, Growth, and Student Artwork
Excellence at MVHS Selected for Ohio
Mount Vernon High School proudly recognized several Hou.se' ’:”gh School Art
students who consistently demonstrate leadership, Exhibition

responsibility, growth, and commitment in their

daily actions. From mentoring younger students and Kennedy Howard's charcoal
supporting peers to excelling academically, embracing drawing was selected for the
new challenges, and earning achievements in the arts 2026-2028 Ohio House of
and career pathways, these students exemplify what it Representatives High School
means to build community and take ownership of their Student Art Exhibition, which
learning. features just 99 student

artworks, one representing
each Ohio House district. Her
iece will be displayed in the hallway connector
eading to the Ohio Statehouse for two years, and
she will receive a $100 award in recognition of her
achievement.

Scan the QR Code to
explore more in the
Jacket Journal.
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LEARNING IN ACTION

Showcasing moments of curiosity, discovery, and growth from classrooms districtwide.

HIGH SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL

Mount Vernon Middle
School Academic
Showcase Celebrates
Student Learning

FFA Speakers Earn
District Advancement
at County Contest

Mount Vernon Middle
School recently hosted
its Academic Showcase,
welcoming families and

The Knox County FFA Public Speaking Contest brought
together approximately 30 FFA members from six

local schools for an evening centered on leadership community members into the
development, effective communication, and agricultural building to see learning in action. Students proudly shared
advocacy. Students competed in several speaking divisions, projects, demonstrations, and activities that highlighted
including Prepared Public Speaking, Extemporaneous the creativity, effort, and growth taking place across our
Speaking, and Creed Speaking. Participants demonstrated classrooms. It was a great evening celebrating student
confidence and strong communication skills while achievement and the dedication of our staff.

addressing important agricultural topics and shared the
core values of FFA before judges and peers.

COLUMBIA

First Grade Researchers
Turn Nonfiction Reading _
into Informative Writing e

Building Strong Readers:
Phonemic Awareness in Action

At Pleasant Street Elementary,

s students practiced breaking words
Columbia’s first graders explored nonfiction texts, growing into individual sounds using Tap &
their knowledge with every page. After discovering new facts, . Map (Elkonin) boxes. By isolating each phoneme before
they transformed their learning into their own informative blending the sounds back together, they strengthened their
writing, putting their curiosity and skills into action. ability to read with accuracy and confidence. This hands-on

approach builds strong phonemic awareness and lays the

foundation for fluent reading.
TWIN OAK
WS ¢ 'l DAN EMMETT

Students Read Everywhere

During Read Across America
Paper Plate Skates
and Sleigh Ride Smiles

Week

Twin Oak Elementary students

- found that you can read just about Dan Emmett Elementary students laced up their paper
anywhere, even in the gym! During Read Across America plate skates and glided across the “ice” to Leroy
Week, Mrs. Barbour combined reading and physical activity - Anderson’s song Sleigh Ride. As the music changed, so
in PE class, giving students a fun new way to enjoy books. did their movements, with three different skating patterns
The activity encouraged students to explore reading in helping them see and feel the song’s musical form in
different spaces and reminded everyone that the more action. Along the Waé, students listened carefully to identify
places you read, the stronger a reader you can become. the instruments that bring this winter classic to life, learning

through movement, creativity, and imagination.

EAST

Celebrating 100 Days

WIGGIN STREET

Wiggin Street Shows
Support for Inclusion

Wiggin Street Elementary staff showed their support for of Learning at East

Developmental Disabilities Awareness by wearing orange Elementary 1 1 (S
and helping spark meaningful conversations throughout ’ -
the school. The effort highlighted that awareness goes East Elementary was full of energy as students and staff
beyond wearing a color; it also includes learning about celebrated the 100th Day of Schooll From creative 100-
and using inclusive, person-first language. By emphasizing day shirts to fun classroom activities centered around the
the individual before the disability, person-first language number 100, our students marked this milestone with
reinforces dignity, respect, and inclusion for everyone. excitement and pride!
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What is on the May 5 Ballot?

Voters will consider:

1% earned income tax (continuing)
If approved by voters, the measure would:

» Generate approximately $5,977,339 annually

» Support facility improvements for 30 years

e Continue beyond 30 years to support district operations
This is not a property tax.
The earned income tax applies only to wages and self-
employment income. It does not apply to retirement income,
pensions, Social Security, or investment earnings.

Community members will decide whether to approve this
measure in the May election.

Why Now?

Several factors influence the timing of this proposal:

Aging buildings
Ongoing maintenance costs continue to rise.

State partnership opportunity

The Ohio Facilities Construction Commission is expected to
contribute approximately 36% or roughly $40 million of the
eligible project costs.

Long-term planning
Renovation of older buildings can approach the cost of replacement
without fully addressing long-term limitations.

The district continues to evaluate financial conditions and provide
updated information to the community.

To learn more about the ballot issue and the plan

for new buildings, visit www.mvcsd.us

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 6 - Teacher In-Service Day
(No School)

April 9 - Senior Citizen Spring
Luncheon, 12 p.m.

April 14 - Columbia Elementary
Spring Concert @ MVHS, 6:30 p.m.

April 15 - Wiggin Street Elementary
Spring Concert @ Rosse Hall, 6 p.m.

April 16 - Twin Oak Elementary Spring
Concert @ Memorial Theater, 6:30 p.m.

April 17 - Musical: You're a Good Man,
Charlie Brown @ MVHS, 7 p.m. and
April 18 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

April 21 - East Elementary Spring
Concert @ MVHS, 6:30 p.m.

April 23 - Dan Emmett Elementary
Spring Concert @ MVHS, 6:30 p.m.

April 24 - Tops & Pops Concert @
MVMS, 7 p.m.

April 27 - Pleasant Street Elementary
Spring Concert @ MVHS, 6 p.m.

May 5 - MVMS Choir Concert @ MVHS
Theater, 7 p.m.

May 6 - Kiwanis Awards

May 9 - May Fiesta Choir Dinner Show
@ MVHS, 6 p.m.

May 11-12 - Fifth Grade Outdoor
Camp

May 12 - MVMS Orchestra Concert @
MVHS Theater, 7 p.m.

May 13 - MVMS Band Concert @
MVMS, 6:30 p.m.

May 14 - MVHS Band Concert @
MVHS, 7 p.m.

May 20 - MVHS Orchestra Concert @
MVHS, 7 p.m.

May 22 - Seniors’ Last Day
May 24 - Graduation
May 25 - Memorial Day (No School)

May 28 - Students’ Last Day - 2-hour
early release



