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Message from The Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of the Spring Term, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what has been a busy and
successful term.

Firstly, I would like to congratulate all of our students for their continued hard work, resilience and positive
attitude to learning. A particular mention must go to our Year 11 students, who have recently completed their
second round of mock examinations. They have approached this important milestone with maturity and
determination, and we are very proud of the effort they have shown as they prepare for their final examinations
this summer.

Beyond the classroom, students have enjoyed a wide range of enriching opportunities. Highlights this term
include visits to Dover Castle and participation in the University of Sussex Maths Workshop, both of which
provided valuable learning experiences outside of school. Our STEM programme has also gone from strength to
strength, with students engaging in a variety of exciting engineering activities.

We have also seen excellent participation in wider curriculum events, including the Year 10 Business Networking
event, which gave students a real insight into the world of work. In sport, our students have represented the
school with great pride in the KS4 rugby match, Cross-Country championships, and football and netball
tournaments. Their teamwork, commitment and sportsmanship have been exemplary - well done and thank you!

While the Trust re-brokering process continues, we have remained firmly focused on improving the school
environment for our students. We are pleased to share that refurbishment of the T Block toilets and PE changing
rooms is currently underway. Over the Easter break, work will begin on transforming the library into a full-sized
ICT suite alongside a newly modernised and comfortable library space. In addition, funding has been secured to
develop a new Dance/Drama studio and a DT Graphics suite over the summer holidays - these developments
will make a significant difference to our children's learning.

We will also shortly be introducing an ANPR parking system for the school car park. As you know, the car park is
intended for staff and visitors only; however, a number of vehicles with no connection to the school have been
regularly using the site. This has led to damage and, regrettably, occasions where staff supervising the area have
experienced verbal abuse, which is completely unacceptable. Signage will be appearing soon, and I will write to
you again with further details once the system is fully installed.

On a related note, while we always aim to work closely with parents and carers to resolve any concerns, we have
seen an increase in a small number of communications that have caused upset to staff. We are committed to
maintaining positive and respectful relationships within our community, and we kindly ask that all
communication reflects this. I have attached a copy of our Parent and Visitor Code of Conduct for your
reference.

Finally, I would like to thank all parents and carers for your ongoing support. We greatly appreciate the many
positive messages we receive, and they mean a great deal to our staff. Please do remember to visit our
Facebook page, where you can see a wide range of fantastic work and achievements from across the school.

I wish you and your families a restful and enjoyable Easter break.

Yours sincerely,

Karen Clinton
Principal




Life at Our Academy

STEM morning at Southway

This term, our new STEM Leaders visited Southway Junior
school to deliver an exciting STEM morning, inspiring
younger pupils through a range of hands-on activities.

Pupils took part in a boat-building challenge, testing how
many marbles their designs could hold before sinking, and
explored chromatography through a fun “chromatography
trolls” activity, separating colours using water.

They also investigated fingerprints using graphite and
bioviewers, experimented with static electricity, and even
built their own simple batteries to power an LED.

Our students were excellent STEM leaders, supporting the younger pupils with enthusiasm and confidence
throughout the morning.

A fantastic event that sparked curiosity and inspired future scientists!

Mrs D Carter

We have had some fantastic games from both our new and long-standing
members this term in Chess Club. We have seen some great strides in ability
from those who came not knowing how to play chess and our more confident
students have been coaching and guiding others to great effect. Mr Patient
and I have been consistently impressed with the choices and tactics we have
been presented with by the Chess Club members.

In preparation for next term, we are on the lookout for the 'Most improved
player', 'Player of the year' and 'Best club member' to be awarded at the end of the year. This half term, we
enjoyed some well-earned biscuits during our electrifying matches.

Chess Club welcomes all players of any skill level and from any year group. We
have friendly and supportive students and staff who can teach you how to
play, new tactics for experienced players or twists on how to play chess in new
and creative ways. Chess is a fantastic opportunity to socialise, exercise your
brain, spend time away from screens and learn something new. "Win a chess
game" is also number 85 on the TBHA 100. Chess Club is on every Monday at
3-4pm in D4 or D2. Mr Patient is always looking forward to finding the next
student who can beat him in a game of Chess.

Mr Billing




Dover Castle

At the beginning of the month, we had the pleasure of taking our excellent Year 7
students to Dover Castle. The setting is both significant and truly breath taking. As we
approached Dover, the sight of the castle standing proudly above the town and
overlooking the English Channel left a lasting impression on everyone. We were
fortunate to enjoy excellent weather on both days, which made the experience even
more memorable.

During the visit, students explored one of the oldest churches
in England and engaged with the siege exhibition, learning
about King John's defence of the castle during the conflict with the barons before he
was forced to agree to Magna Carta. The expert insights from staff members brought
the history of the site to life, and it was clear that students were both engaged and
curious throughout. I find that each visit offers something new. This time, I was
particularly fascinated to learn that much of the graffiti in the Keep was carved by
French prisoners of war in the 1700s, who used nails taken from the floorboards to etch
their marks. In response, new floorboards were later installed using timber from
decommlssmned battleships, a detail that captured the imagination.

Our Year 7 students were a credit to the school. Their behaviour was excellent,
and they approached the day with enthusiasm and maturity, making the trip a
genuine pleasure to run. It has been a highlight of my year for two years running
and my sincere thanks go to all the staff who supported the trip.

Mr Patient

On 16th March, a group of our talented Year 10 GCSE Music students, along with some students from
London Meed Primary, had the wonderful opportunity to perform a mini concert at Marten House Care Home.

The programme showcased an impressive variety of music, ranging from Mozart to Manilow, and featured both
solo performances and ensemble pieces. This diverse repertoire ensured there was something for everyone to
enjoy, and our students rose to the occasion with confidence and professionalism.

The residents were appreciative of the time and effort the pupils gave, and it was heartening to see how much joy
live music brought to the audience. In turn, the students gained invaluable experience performing in front of a live
audience, helping to develop their confidence and stage presence.

We are incredibly proud of all those involved for representing the school so positively within the community.

We hope this will be the first of many such opportunities, and we look forward to getting out and about again in
the near future. If you know of any local groups or organisations who would welcome a live music performance,
please do get in touch.

Mrs Frean




United by Sound

Following the success of our initial United by Sound steelpan band project, we were excited to revisit the initiative
with a new group of Year 8 pupils. This time, students took on the challenge of learning and
performing “Espresso”by Sabrina Carpenter - a contemporary track that brought a fresh energy and sense of
familiarity to the sessions.

Building on our previous experience, the programme placed a strong emphasis on
collaboration, confidence-building, and musical expression.

Throughout the project, we observed noticeable growth in both individual confidence
and group cohesion. The rehearsal process encouraged peer support, active listening,
and resilience - key skills that extend well beyond the music classroom.

We look forward to continuing to develop the programme and providing more opportunities for students to
connect, create, and perform together.

Mrs Frean

Tree Planting

Our Student Leaders recently took part in an exciting environmental
trip to Plumpton College as part of the Beeline to Success project.
During the visit, they helped plant sections of a 950m wildflower strip
designed to support pollinators and boost local biodiversity. Working
alongside Plumpton students, they gained valuable hands-on
experience in conservation and developed their understanding of
environmental sustainability. The project forms part of the wider
ReNature initiative, helping to create a more sustainable local
environment.

Mr L Bassett

STEM Challenge Club

We were delighted to welcome a STEM Ambassador from Thales UK to work with
our STEM Challenge Club students this term.

During the session, students took part in an engaging challenge, working in teams
to develop and refine their ideas. The ambassador provided valuable support
throughout, helping students to think more deeply about their designs, ask
questions and consider how they could improve their solutions.

The hands-on guidance encouraged students to develop their problem-solving,
teamwork and resilience, as they tested and adapted their ideas.

Students showed excellent enthusiasm and creativity, benefiting greatly from the
opportunity to work alongside a professional with real-world experience.

Mrs D Carter




Southern Schools Book Awards

Back in February, a group of enthusiastic Year 7 and 8 students had the exciting opportunity to attend the Southern
Schools Book Awards 2026, held at Hurstpierpoint College. Accompanied by Mr Clayton and our librarian, Mr
Barnett, the trip was a highlight for all involved.

As part of the school's Book Club, which meets every Monday lunchtime in C12, students had been diligently
reading through the shortlisted titles in preparation for the event. Their commitment and thoughtful engagement
with the books made the evening even more rewarding.

The awards evening itself was a memorable experience. Students had the chance to
hear directly from the authors, gaining insight into their writing processes and
inspirations, as well as meeting them in person - an inspiring moment for many
aspiring readers and writers.

To top off an already fantastic evening, the books our students voted for were
announced as first and second place winners - an excellent result that reflects their
keen judgement and enthusiasm for reading. As the accompanying photo shows, it
was a proud and celebratory moment for our group.

Overall, it was a wonderful event that not only celebrated literature but also fostered a deeper love of reading
among our students.

Mr Clayton

On Tuesday 24th March, a group of Year 11 students from The Burgess
Hill Academy had the exciting opportunity to visit the University of
Sussex for a full day of mathematics enrichment and university
experience.

The day began with students travelling independently to the campus
after morning registration, arriving ready to engage with a range of
carefully planned sessions delivered by university staff. From the outset,
students demonstrated excellent maturity and enthusiasm, representing
the school with pride.

Throughout the day, students took part in a series of interactive workshops designed to stretch their
mathematical thinking beyond the GCSE curriculum. These sessions introduced students to more advanced
concepts, problem-solving strategies, and real-world applications of mathematics, helping to broaden their
understanding of where maths can take them in the future.

One of the highlights of the day was the opportunity to experience learning in a university environment.
Students embraced the challenge of tackling unfamiliar problems and showed great resilience when working
through complex ideas. It was particularly pleasing to see students collaborating, discussing strategies, and
supporting one another in true mathematical spirit.

Our students were specifically praised by University of Sussex staff for their exceptional engagement and effort
throughout the day. Their willingness to participate fully in sessions, ask thoughtful questions, and persevere
with challenging material did not go unnoticed and was a real credit to both the students and the school.




In addition to the academic sessions, students were given time to explore the campus, gaining a real insight into
university life. This experience was invaluable in helping them to begin thinking about their future pathways,
with many students expressing a renewed interest in pursuing mathematics or related subjects at A-level and
beyond.

Overall, the trip was a fantastic success, providing students with both inspiration and aspiration as they approach
the final stages of their GCSE studies. We are incredibly grateful to the University of Sussex for hosting such a
well-organised and impactful day, and we look forward to continuing to build this valuable partnership in the
future.

Mr Haimes

Netball

TBHA hosted the Year 9 mid district tournament on Thursday last week. Well done to the whole Netball team for
a fantastic effort in the tournament. They played with great energy, showing real versatility, good communication
and kindness throughout. A special mention to Isla for a brilliant first time as captain, supported by a great team
around her.

Well done to the Year 7 netball team who had a great afternoon of netball at Millais earlier in the term. They were
brilliant and showed great determination and courage. Congratulations to Summer who achieved Oppositions
Player of the Tournament and Isabelle for Coaches Player of the Tournament.

Our Year 8 Netball Team delivered a fantastic performance, narrowly missing out in the 3rd place play-off after a
closely contested match. The score remained level until the final third, where we were just edged out by three
goals. Despite the result, the team showed excellent composure throughout, along with superb manners and
sportsmanship that represented the school brilliantly. It has been wonderful to see their progression as a team
this term, and they are certainly closing the gap on Millais - next time!

Rugby

Students from Year's 10 and 11 took part in a Rugby fixture vs Lewes
Priory on the 6th March. The boys played really well but unfortunately
lost 25-10. Many of them demonstrated excellent determination and
character throughout the game, including several who were playing
for the very first time.

Ethan, Charlie and Oliver displayed fantastic leadership skills
alongside their technical and tactical understanding of rugby.

Moment of the Match went to Zachary for scoring a try that started
way inside our own half and evading multiple challenges from
Lewes players.

Cross-Country

TBHA hosted a Year 7 & 8 Cross Country event at the end of last term. It
was a great afternoon which saw multiple schools turn up to race. Well
done to Hazel for finishing second in the Year 7 girls race! There is another
cross-country event taking place this week at Tanbridge House and we wish
the athletes good luck!




Football

The Year 11 boys' football team have enjoyed a memorable and successful season in their final year representing
The Burgess Hill Academy. Demonstrating both quality and resilience, the team progressed to the quarter-finals
of the County Cup, earning impressive victories along the way against strong opposition such as Imberhorne and
Seaford Head.

There were also some standout individual performances worth special mention. Mason produced an outstanding
goalkeeping display against Imberhorne in the first round of the cup, making a number of crucial saves to secure
the team's progression. Captain Monty also led by example, delivering an impressive performance against Seaford
Head that helped drive the team forward in another key victory. It has been a pleasure to see the team grow over
the years, and a real pleasure to watch them progress through their time at school as a successful and committed
football team.

The Year 8 boys football team put in a strong performance in their U13s Football Shield fixture against Imberhorne
School, starting the game with real confidence and composure. Their positive start was rewarded with two well-
taken goals from captain Charlie, giving the team a deserved 2-0 lead. Throughout much of the game, the boys
played fantastic football, demonstrating both quality and discipline in their play. We unfortunately ended up losing
3-2.

The Year 8 girls’ football team had a fantastic afternoon of football at Roedean last Friday. The tournament brought
together schools from across the district and beyond, including both state and independent schools. This was a
lovely opportunity to play tournament style football against teams not in our league. The girls did superb with
wins against Roedean and Lewes Priory and draws against Radnor House, PACA and Mayfield and only one loss
against Cardinal Newman. Although the girls didn't quite secure enough points to reach the finals, they had a
fantastic day, made even more enjoyable by the beautiful sunshine and stunning coastal views.

The U12's and U14’s concluded their leagues this term. Although we didn't win, there were some stand-out
performances. The U14 player of the season was Daisy and the U12 player of the season was Charlotte.

TBHA Careers

The focus this term was on National Careers Week which took place during week commencing 2nd March. We
started the week with a fantastic assembly to our Year 7 students from Sarah Crush of Thakeham Homes looking
at all the careers involved in building homes from the planning and site purchase, all the way through to the sales
and marketing teams — plus all the trades in between. Great to see such engagement and enthusiasm in answering
the questions!

In tutorial, students in all year groups thought about their skills and hobbies and how these might translate into
a future career. Staff displayed door plaques showing previous jobs and skills learnt in these jobs.




The main focus of the week however, was to help Year 10 students prepare for their
upcoming work experience week in May. We had 38 business volunteers from a huge
variety of industry sectors come into the academy to attend networking sessions with
every Year 10 student. Whilst students were incredibly nervous on arrival in the hall at the
start of their allocated session, it was fantastic to see them grow in confidence as they
mastered the skills of communication. Students had some great interactions with the
employers and a few students were even brave enough to enquire about work experience
placements! Below is a just a little of the amazing feedback that we received from
volunteers;

"I met so many motivated and thoughtful students who asked brilliant questions and showed real enthusiasm
for exploring their future options. "

"The energy in the hall was fantastic. Students asked great questions, shared their interests."

"I went to a careers event today expecting to be the one doing the inspiring. That's not quite how it went. I know
how hard networking can be, but the majority of these kids just got on with it! Asked brilliant questions and
hopefully came away with some helpful tips for their futures.”

"Some really bright futures in that room today and it made my week seeing it!”

Well done to all the students who took part — this was your first venture into the business world and you were
excellent ambassador for the Academy.

45 s{ o Our Year 10 GCSE Engineering students had an inspiring session at the Gatwick

] STEM Centre with Tomorrow's Engineering. Firstly, an engineer from the team in
America gave a presentation via Teams about the processes involved in creating
an electric car. Students were then supplied with kits and in teams of 4, designed
and built their own prototype electric car. Great teamwork and problem-solving
skills were shown as students endeavoured to create a working prototype. A
great example of careers in the curriculum!

We were also delighted to welcome Vicki from the Apprenticeships team at East Sussex College Group to explain
what an apprenticeship is, qualification arising from them and how to find vacancies in an informative Year 10
assembly.

On Monday 9th March, 10 of our Year 10 girls attended the Tomorrow's Women conference at Burgess Hill Girls
as part of International Women'’s Day where they heard from 4 inspiring women in leadership. All four speakers
spoke about the importance of the contacts that you make and emphasised that communication is an important
skill.

A group of Year 10 students attended an Employability Skills workshop with BHAFC where they completed a series
of team building activities aimed at increasing their understanding of communication, problem-solving and
leadership. This was followed by a virtual session with volunteers from American Express where we heard about
their career journeys and had the opportunity to ask questions about their job roles and qualifications.




Finally, we were delighted to welcome Adam Virgo, (Ex-professional
footballer, Sky Sports and TNT Sports Presenter) from the Love Local Jobs
Foundation to introduce the Dare to Dream programme to our Year 8
students. A fantastic presentation on self-belief and resilience, looking at
how to approach set-backs and use failure to help you go on to achieve your
goals. A truly inspiring message.

Mrs Dorgan

We're excited to share that the
Academy has now signed up The
to The Parents Lottery - an
easy and fun way to support
the school while also being
in with the chance to win big.

Tickets cost just £1 per week, and every entry gives you
the opportunity to win a fantastic £25,000 jackpot in the
weekly draw. Even better, a portion of every ticket goes
directly back to the Academy, helping to fund valuable
resources and opportunities for our students.

Congratulations to Koray on
passing his Grade 3 Flute
exam with a merit! This is a
fantastic achievement and a
testament to his hard work
and dedication.

It's a simple way to make a difference, and every ticket
counts. For more information on how it supports the
Academy and how to take part, please visit
www.theparentslottery.org.

We'd love your support - please consider signing up and
sharing the link with friends and family too.

You can now follow us on Facebook And on Instagram

https://www.facebook.com/TBHSecondaryAcademy https://www.instagram.com/theburgesshillacademy
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Academy Community Together (ACT)

PTFA News
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PTA at act@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk

holes we would love to hear from you!

Due to the lack of members, going forward we will therefore be concentrating our efforts in raising money for
the school via our second-hand uniform sales. This will still require assistance from volunteers, to help sort,
organise and sell the uniform at upcoming sales. If you can spare a little time to lend a hand, please contact the

In addition if you have sewing skills and would be willing to sew on buttons, hem trousers or patch up some

We are looking at holding two more Uniform Sales before the end of the Academic Year. Dates will be
announced on our Facebook page shortly. Any donations can be dropped off at the School Reception

We need you! With the majority of PTFA members children
leaving the Academy this summer, we have only 3 members left.
Funds raised through PTA events play a vital role in enriching
school life for our students. The money generated helps to
support the Rewards programme, recognising and celebrating
students’ achievements and positive contributions across the
school.

In addition, PTA fundraising from this year will contribute to the
imminent development and furnishing of the school library,
helping to create a welcoming, well-resourced space that
encourages a love of reading and independent learning.

Dates and Useful Information

Monday 13 April

Tuesday 28 April — Friday 01 May
Monday 04 May

Thursday 14 May

w/c Monday 18 May

Monday 18 — Wednesday 20 May
Wednesday 20 — Friday 22 May
Friday 22 May

Start of Term 5 (Week B)
Year 11 MFL Speaking exams
Bank Holiday Monday

Year 10 Photography Trip

Year 10 Work Experience Week
Year 9 Camp

Year 9 Camp

End of Term 5

Start of Academic Year 2026-2027

Tuesday 01 September INSET Day 1
Wednesday 02 September INSET Day 2
Thursday 03 September Year 7 & Year 11 Only

Friday 04 September All Years



mailto:act@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/571803947227052/

Academic Year 2025-2026

Term 1 Starts: Wednesday 03 September 2025
Ends: Friday 24 October 2025
INSET day: Wednesday 03 September 2025
Thursday 04 September 2025
Friday 26 September 2025

Term 2 Starts: Monday 03 November 2025
Ends: Friday 19 December 2025
INSET day: Friday 28 November 2025

Term 3 Starts: Monday 05 January 2026
Ends: Friday 13 February 2026

Term 4 Starts: Monday 23 February 2026
Ends: Friday 27 March 2026

Term 5 Starts: Monday 13 April 2026
Ends: Friday 22 May 2026

Term 6 Starts: Monday 01 June 2026
Ends: Wednesday 22 July 2026

INSET day: Monday 06 July 2026

Parent/Carer Information

Contacting the Academy
Telephone Number: 01444 241691
Email Address: office@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk

Please be aware that you can find email addresses for academy staff on our website
https://www.theburgesshillacademy.org.uk/ our-school/meet-our-team

Reporting Student Absence

Absences should be reported by either calling the school on: 01444 241691 and select option 1, email:
absence@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk or use the Studybugs app on your mobile by 8.30am at the latest on
the first day of any absence and each day of any subsequent absence in order for us to be satisfied of your
child’s safety. Get the app or register now (https://studybugs.com/about/parents)

Lost Property
We currently have a large amount of lost property, items are held in our Reception area for a short period.
Please ask your child to check with Reception if they have lost items.

Change of contact details
If your contact details have changed, please email: adminteam@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk

Hire our Facilities

We have a large campus and a wide range of areas and facilities which are available for hire, all year round, at
very competitive rates. Lettings at The Burgess Hill Academy are managed by Play Sport UK. For further
information about our facilities or to make a booking, please contact info@playsportuk.com
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Community News & Events
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Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme

The Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme (https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-
families/support-for-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/) provides children who are eligible for
benefits related Free School Meals (FSM) access to a wide range of activities and free nutritious meals over the
school holidays.

Eligible children can attend their chosen HAF provision for a maximum of four days per week for one week at
Easter, four weeks during the Summer and one week at Christmas. To register and book a place, please click
here.

If you require support to access the internet or to complete the registration form, you can find this by visiting
your local Family Hub. You can contact the HAF team by emailing HAF@westsussex.gov.uk.

Free School Meals (FSM)

Is my child eligible?
Free school meals in all West Sussex maintained and free schools and academies are available to pupils in
receipt of, or whose parents are in receipt of, one or more of the following benefits:

e Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed
by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

e Income Support

e Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance

e Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e The guaranteed element of state Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross
income of no more £16,190)

e Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit.

Apply online for free school meals here:
https://familyinfoservice.westsussex.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx
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