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held at Kennedy Elementary School ● October 29, 2025  



 

Demystifying School Rankings and 
Ratings

Source:  New Jersey School Boards Association 
(Schwarz & Ross,2024)

NJSBA

Understanding the systems behind school 
performance metrics



SCHOOL RANKINGS AND RATINGS ★★★★☆   

Introduction

— but not all measures reflect true quality.

“What gets measured gets managed” 

compare schools 
numerically

(1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.)

assign scores on a 
fixed scale

(e.g., 1–10 or 1–5 stars)

…Both simplify complex educational realities…

vs
.

3

Rankings Ratings
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Introduction

— but not all measures reflect true quality.

“What gets measured gets managed” 

Hiring & Retention Real Estate Values Property Taxes

Rankings & Ratings affect:

Community Perception



● Factors considered:
○ Student Progress
○ College Readiness
○ Equity
○ Test Scores

● Strengths: 
Transparency in data

● Limitations: User bias 
and perception

<greatschools.org>

<usnews.com>

<Niche.com> <SchoolDigger.com>

GreatSchools U.S. News & World 
Report

Niche School Digger

● Factors & weighting:
[30%] College Readiness
[20%] State Test Proficiency
[20%] State Test Performance
[10%] College Curriculum Breadth
[10%] Underserved Performance
[10%] Graduation Rate

● Focused on: 

○ High schools

○ Emphasizes college 
pathways

● Combines quantitative 
& qualitative data, i.e.:
○ Academics
○ Diversity
○ Teacher quality
○ Community surveys

● Limitations: 

○ Adds human insight 
but introduces bias

○ Fixed weights may 
not reflect evolving 
education values.

● Factors considered: 
Uses only State Test 
Performance (Average 
Standard Score)

● Strengths: Clear 
longitudinal data

● Limitations: Ignores 
non-test dimensions 
of school quality
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Commonly Referenced Websites

https://www.schooldigger.com/
http://usnews.com
https://www.greatschools.org/
http://niche.com
http://greatschools.org
http://usnews.com
http://niche.com
http://schooldigger.com


● Factors considered:
○ Student Progress
○ College Readiness
○ Equity
○ Test Scores

● Strengths: 
Transparency in data

● Limitations: User bias 
and perception

<greatschools.org>

GreatSchools
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Commonly Referenced Websites <www.greatschools.org/new-jersey/roxbury-township/roxbury-township-school-district>

https://www.greatschools.org/
http://greatschools.org
https://www.greatschools.org/new-jersey/roxbury-township/roxbury-township-school-district/


<usnews.com>

U.S. News & World 
Report

● Factors & weighting:
[30%] College Readiness
[20%] State Test Proficiency
[20%] State Test Performance
[10%] College Curriculum Breadth
[10%] Underserved Performance
[10%] Graduation Rate

● Focused on: 

○ High schools

○ Emphasizes college 
pathways
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Commonly Referenced Websites <www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/new-jersey/districts/roxbury-township-school-district/roxbury-high-school-12750>

http://usnews.com
http://usnews.com
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/new-jersey/districts/roxbury-township-school-district/roxbury-high-school-12750


<Niche.com>

Niche

● Combines quantitative 
& qualitative data, i.e.:
○ Academics
○ Diversity
○ Teacher quality
○ Community surveys

● Limitations: 

○ Adds human insight 
but introduces bias

○ Fixed weights may 
not reflect evolving 
education values
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Commonly Referenced Websites <www.niche.com/k12/d/roxbury-township-school-district-nj> 

http://niche.com
https://www.niche.com
https://www.niche.com/k12/d/roxbury-township-school-district-nj/
https://www.niche.com/k12/d/roxbury-township-school-district-nj/


<SchoolDigger.com>

School Digger

● Factors considered: 
Uses only State Test 
Performance (Average 
Standard Score)

● Strengths: Clear 
longitudinal data

● Limitations: Ignores 
non-test dimensions 
of school quality

SCHOOL RANKINGS AND RATINGS ★★★★☆   

Commonly Referenced Websites <www.schooldigger.com/go/NJ/district/14340/search.aspx> 

https://www.schooldigger.com/
http://schooldigger.com
https://www.schooldigger.com/go/NJ/district/14340/search.aspx


Third-party 
influences 2 Variability Winners and 

losers3 Data lag4 Community 
engagement51

Local input is 
critical to true 
quality 
assessment

Information may 
be years old

Rankings shape 
perceptions - 
sometimes 
unfairly

Different methods 
= inconsistent 
outcomes

Rankings serve 
both informational 
and commercial 
goals
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Key Takeaways



Third-party 
influences 2 Variability Winners and 

losers3 Data lag4 Community 
engagement51
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Key Takeaways

What District Leaders Should Do~

● Provide transparency on performance data

● Help communities interpret rankings 
thoughtfully

● Focus on mission-driven goals, not just 
metrics

● Discuss data quality and potential biases 
openly



● Monthly Superintendent Coffees

● Weekly/Monthly Newsletters

● Math/ELA information sessions

● Parent Education Sessions
○ Elementary Principals present 

on NJSLA
○ Pathways Events at RHS

 Roxbury Public Schools

● Maximization of Master Schedule

● RHS Schedule Redesign for 26-27
○ Increased instructional time
○ Creation of intervention block 

● AP Course Offerings

● Comparison of benefits of Dual Enrollment

● Instant Decision Day (1st Ever) scheduled for 
early December

● Change to Scoir for College and Career Planning

● Changes to course sequence 7-12
○ Leveled  courses for Math 7

What are we doing to address our  rankings & ratings ?

Academic Achievement Program and/or Course Offerings Parent Outreach

*Embracing Teacher Voice

● MTSS

○ LinkIT roll out
○ DIBELS/Aimsweb
○ WIN
○ Redesign of ISL K-6
○ Elementary ELA Pilot

○ Incorporation of increased 
supplemental materials

● Implementation of ISL at EMS

● Seal of Biliteracy




