“RETURN TO GOD: HIS WORD, HIS WILL AND HIS WAY”
HOSEA 14:1-9

INTRO: The concept of RETURNING TO GOD occurs throughout the scriptures as God speaks to His
people. And, when God’s people genuinely RETURN TO HIM, He responds in a positive way. Note
the following passages:
e |amentations 3:40; 2 Chronicles 30:9; Isaiah 44:22; Zechariah 1:3

RETURNING TO GOD is a concept that should be a continual ACT OF PERSONAL EVALUATION in the
life of EVERY CHILD OF GOD because no child of God is perfect, and thus, we all sin and fade away
from Him at times. (PLEASE NOTE THAT | AM NOT TALKING ABOUT OUR POSITION IN CHRIST,
BUT RATHER OUR FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST). As was mentioned last week in our first message
of this series, DAILY WE WOULD DO WELL TO ASK GOD TO EXAMINE US, THROUGH HIS WORD AND
BY MEANS OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT, AND WHEN HE REVEALS THAT WE HAVE DEPARTED FROM HIM IN
SOME WAY, SHAPE OR FORM, AS AN ACT OF OBEDIENCE TO HIM, WE WOULD DO WELL TO
CONFESS THE SIN, REPENT FROM WHENCE WE HAVE STRAYED AND RETURN TO HIM, KNOWING
THAT HE WILL ABUNDANLY PARDON, RECEIVE AND REVIVE US. (ISAIAH 55:7). Now spiritual logic
will tell us that there are MANY WAYS in which we may FADE in our WALK with the Lord. But
BIBLICALLY SPEAKING, ALL OF THOSE WAYS CAN BE CLASSIFIED UNDER ONE OF THE THREE
CATEGORIES: HIS WORD — HIS WILL — HIS WAY. So, the call of our message today is RETURN TO
GOD, HIS WORD, HIS WILL, AND HIS WAY! And, by the way, If God reveals to us that we have
strayed from Him, let’s not delay, but RETURN TO HIM ON THE IMMEDIATE!

I. RETURN TO GOD’S WORD
NOTE: God’s Word is His total, complete, accurate, and inspired revelation to mankind regarding
WHO HE IS, WHAT HE EXPECTS AND HOW HE OPERATES.
e Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Jeremiah 36:2; 2 Peter 1:20,21
A. Recognize the Significance of God’s Word
1. God’s Word Brings Salvation - Romans 10:17
2. God’s Word Brings Sanctification — 1 Peter 2:1,2
B. Recognize the Avoidance of God’s Word
1. Inyour Daily Life
2. Inyour Personal Decisions
3. Inyour Determined Actions
C. Return to the Authority of God’s Word
NOTE: It is God’s intent that HIS WORD be the AUTHORITY FOR OUR FAITH AND PRACTICE and not
personal, traditional, or denominational customs.
1. Repent of Your Avoidance of God’s Word
2. Return to the Authority of God’s Word

Il. RETURN TO GOD’S WILL
NOTE: God’s Willis His personal desire for each of His children in both their GENERAL and SPECIFIC
walk of life, from the point of their salvation to their entrance into Heaven.
e |saiah 30:21;James 4:13-17
A. Recognize the Significance of God’s Will
1. God’s Will begins at Personal Salvation — Matthew 7:21
2. God’s Willis God’s Expectation for all Believers — Ephesians 5:17
B. Recognize the Avoidance of God’s Will
1. Inyour Daily Life
2. Inyour Personal Decisions
3. Inyour Determined Actions



C. Return to the Acceptance of God’s Will
1. Repent of Your Avoidance of God’s Will
2. Returnto the Acceptance of God’s Will

lll. RETURN TO GOD’S WAY
NOTE: God’s Way speaks of the Matter and Methods that are utilized in doing God’s Will according
to His Standards and Expectations
e Numbers 20:1-13; Proverbs 3:5,6
A. Recognize the Significance of God’s Way
1. Doing God’s Will, God’s Way Honors Him Totally
2. Doing God’s Will, God’s Way Strengthens us Spiritually
3. Doing God’s Will, God’s Way Prevents Personal Compromise with Sin
B. Recognize the Avoidance of God’s Will
1. Inyour Daily Life
2. Inyour Personal Decisions
3. Inyour Determined Actions
C. Return to the Acceptance of God’s Way
1. Repent of doing God’s Will YOUR WAY
2. Receive God’s Way to do His Will

LESSON/APPLICATION
Many times, good-hearted Christians will slip away from God’s Word, Will and Way, just out of the
business of life, or they fail to evaluate their walk with the Lord on a daily basis. EVERY CHILD OF
GOD WOULD DO WELL TO APPLY PSALM 139:23,24 TO OUR LIVES DAILY!
“SEARCH ME, O GOD, AND KNOW MY HEART: TRY ME, AND KNOW MY THOUGHTS: AND SEE IF
THERE BE ANY WICKED WAY IN ME, AND LEAD ME IN THE WAY EVERLASTING.”



