
“RETURN UNTO ME AND I WILL RETURN UNTO YOU” 
MALACHI 3:1-18 

TEXT: VERSE 7 
 

INTRO: God wants all of His born-again children to be close to Him in personal fellowship always. 
However, unfortunately, as the born-again children of God, we often find ourselves straying away 
from Him which breaks His heart and weakens us spiritually.  And if we remain “estranged” from 
God, He will chasten us in the effort to bring us back to Him.  Throughout the pages of scripture, we 
find select passages which emphasize RETURNING BACK TO GOD when we have slipped away from 
Him.  One of those passages of scripture is the entire book of Malachi. In Malachi, we find that Israel 
had become stale in their relationship with God and consequently allowed serious sin to enter into 
their lives, personally and nationally.  Because God loved Israel, He called upon them TO RETURN 
UNTO HIM with the promise of, if they did, HE WOULD RETURN UNTO THEM.  GOD’S MESSAGE TO 
ISRAEL THROUGH MALACHI, WHICH WAS GIVEN OVER 2400 YEARS AGO, IS VERY APPLICABLE 
TO INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS AND LOCAL CHURCHES TODAY WHO FIND THEMSELVES AWAY 
FROM GOD!     
NOTE: The name Malachi means “MY MESSENGER.”  Malachi was one of God’s prophetic 
messengers to Israel after they had returned to Jerusalem from the 70-year Babylonian Captivity 
around 397 BC.  Under Ezra and Nehemiah, the wall and the temple of Jerusalem had been restored, 
but most of the people had become more RITUALISTIC THAN REAL in their relationship with God and, 
consequently, personal sinful conditions took over the whole nation. 
 

● The Priests had become corrupt and were offering impure sacrifices upon the altar – 1:6-8. 
● The People were intermarrying with pagan neighbors – 2:10-12. 
● The Marriages were breaking up in divorce – 2:13-16. 
● The People were robbing God by neglecting their tithes – 3:8-10. 

ALL THREE TITHES: 
    -To the Temple – Leviticus 27:30-33 
    -To Fund National Feasts – Deuteronomy 12:6-17 
    -To Care for the Poor – Deuteronomy 14:28 

● The People spoke evil of God and refused to serve Him – 3:13,14 
● The People became proud and wicked and tempted God – 3:15 
●  

THROUGH MALACHI, GOD CALLED UPON ISRAEL TO REPENT AND RETURN TO HIM AND BE 
SPIRITUALLY REVIVED 

● God called upon them to Return to Him – 3:7 
● God called upon them to Begin to Tithe to Him – 3:10 
● God warned them of Judgment if they Refused to Return to Him – 4:1 
● God promised to Bless them if they Returned to Him – 4:2,3. 
● God called upon them to Obey His Word – 4:4 
●  

HOW DOES A CHILD OF GOD FALL OUT OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD? 
A FACT TO REMEMBER: True Christians, who are the eternal children of God, will never lose their 
salvation, but due to unconfessed sin, they can get out of fellowship with God and be chastened 
by God if they fail to repent and return to Him.  
    -John 10:27-30; Hebrews 12:3-8 
 

 



CHRISTIANS FALL OUT OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD WHEN: 
● They avoid reading, studying, and obeying the Word of God 
● They avoid the conviction and teaching of the Holy Spirit of God 
● They avoid the fellowship with the Children of God 
● They avoid the involvement with the Church of God 

 
HOW DOES A CHILD OF GOD RETURN TO FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD? 

I.  THE PROCESS OF RETURNING TO GOD 
    A.  Through IDENTIFICATION: By identifying any or all sin, spiritual weight, attitude, action, or 
activity that violates any biblical truth.  Psalm 139:23,24 
    B.  Through CONFESSION: By agreeing with God that you have sinned against Him. Psalm 51:1-4; 
1 John 1:9 
    C.  Through REPENTANCE: By making an about face and turning from the committed sin. 
Revelation 2:5 
 
II. THE PRODUCTS OF RETURNING TO GOD 
    A.  The Sincere Obedience to God 
    B.  The Effective Service to God 
    C.  The Proper Worship of God 
    D.  The Fruitful Witness of God 
 
III. THE PROSPECTS OF RETURNING TO GOD 
    A.  From God’s Perspective 
        -He will graciously receive and restore- Isaiah 55:7 
    B.  From Our Perspective 
        -Revival will be experienced – 2 Timothy 2:19-21 
 

A SERIOUS OBSERVATION TO CONSIDER 
RETURNING TO GOD IS A MATTER OF SERIOUS CONSIDERATION THAT IS APPLICABLE TO EVERY 
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN, EVERY CHRISTIAN HOME, EVERY LOCAL CHURCH, AND EVERY NATION 
OF THE WORLD THAT HAS FALLEN OUT OF THE WILL OF GOD TO ONE DEGREE OR ANOTHER! 
 

A PERSONAL APPLICATION TO RECEIVE 
Have YOU fallen out of wholesome fellowship with God to any degree? RETURN TO HIM NOW 
WITHOUT DELAY, AND HE WILL RETURN TO YOU NOW WITHOUT DELAY! 
 

 
 

 
 

 


