“RETURN TO GOD - HIS WORD, HIS WILL AND HIS WAY IN THE CHURCH”
EPHESIANS 3:1-21

REVIEW: Over the last two weeks in our series “RETURN TO GOD - HIS WORD, HIS WILL AND HIS
WAY,” we noted the significance of the first two institutions of God that included THE FAMILY AND
THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT. Today, we are going to focus on third institution God brought into order,
and thatis THE CHURCH. By way of review, please keep in the mind the following:

1) THE HOME is GOD’S FOUNDATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR THE FUNCTION AND THE STRENGTH
OF SOCIETY.

2) THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT is GOD’S FOUNDATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR CIVIL AUTHORITY.

3) THE CHURCH is GOD’S FOUNDATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR WISDOM AND TRUTH FOR
SOCIETY.

THE CHURCH
INTRO: WHAT IS THE CHURCH? To many outside of the church, it is that building down the street
where Christians meet for worship and various activities. But the church is MORE than a physical
building of brick and mortar. Unfortunately, there are many inside of the church who do not have a
clear understanding of what the church is in God’s Program. So today, for the sake of each of us and
to honor God, let’s take a brief look at the church as it is taught in the scriptures. This may be new to
some and may be a review to others. But it certainly will be a beneficial study for each of us today.

I. THE CHURCH AND THE WORD OF GOD - EPHESIANS 3:1-12
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE CHURCH ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE

e Asthe BODY of Christ— Ephesians 1:22,23

e Asthe BUILDING of Christ — Ephesians 2:19-23

e Asthe BRIDE of Christ— Ephesians 5:25-33

THE DEFINITION OF THE CHURCH ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE

-THE WORD CHURCH comes from the Greek word “EKKLESIA” meaning “A CALLED-OUT COMPANY
OF PEOPLE FROM THE LARGER MASS OF PEOPLE.”
-THE INSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH IS THE GLOBAL COMPANY OF SAVED PEOPLE IN THIS
DISPENSATION, WHO, BY THEIR SALVATION, ARE CALLED OUT FROM THE WORLD INTO A LIVING,
ORGANIC UNION WITH CHRIST TO FORM HIS BODY, OF WHICH HE IS THE HEAD, AND IS VISIBLE
THROUGH THE LOCAL FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS IN SPECIFIC LOCATIONS AROUND THE
WORLD.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHURCH ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE

A. The Church was Predicted by Christ — Matthew 16:18
B. The Church was Purchased by Christ’s Blood — Acts 20:28
C. The Church was Produced by Christ’s Spirit on Pentecost — Acts 2:41-47
D. The Church was Promoted by Christ’s Disciples — Ephesians 3:1-12

1. As a Mystery not known in other ages - Vss. 5,9

2. As a Union between Jews and Gentiles - Vs. 6

3. As a Part of God’s Eternal Purpose - Vs. 11

Il. THE CHURCH AND THE WILL OF GOD
A. To Portray God’s Manifold Wisdom — Ephesians 3:10
(TO ALL OF GOD’S UNIVERSE)

1. In Revelation — The Jew and Gentile in One Body
2. In Redemption — The Redemptive Work of Christ

B. To Portray God’s Matchless Truth — 1 Timothy 3:15,16
1. Through Evangelism
2. Through Edification
3. Through Exhortation



lll. THE CHURCH AND THE WAY OF GOD - EPHESIANS 3:13-21
NOTE: In Verses 16-21, Paul prayed that God’s Way would be at work in the Ephesian Church, which
is very applicable to us today. IN THAT PRAYER, we see the NECESSARY ELEMENTS, for the Church
to function according to GOD’S WAY through each BELIEVER to strengthen the LOCAL CHURCH.
A. That the Holy Spirit would Strengthen the Church - Vs. 16
NOTE: This expresses the significance of the Spirit’s Control in the Church.
1. A Prayer that we ALL should Render for the Church
2. A Practice that we ALL should Receive for Ourselves
B. That the Lord Jesus would be the Head of the Church -Vs. 17
NOTE: The word “DWELL” means “TO BE ATHOME.” Itimplies the concept of church allowing Christ
to be at home in fulfilling His intended relationship with the church as the PREEMINENT HEAD OF
THE BODY - Colossians 1:18.
1. APrayer that we ALL should Render for the Church
2. A Practice that we ALL should Receive for Ourselves
C. That the Love of Christ would be Understood by the Church - Vss. 18a.19
NOTE: This implies that we appreciate Christ’s Sacrificial Love for the Church.
1. APrayer that we ALL should Render for the Church
2. A Practice that we ALL should Receive for Ourselves
D. That the Fulness of God would be Experienced by the Church —Vs. 19b.
NOTE: This implies that every attribute and characteristic of God be grasped by the church...His
power, majesty, love, mercy, grace, kindness, etc.
1. APrayer that we ALL should Render for the Church
2. A Practice that we ALL should Receive for Ourselves
AN OBSERVATION
When the above four elements of God’s Way are present in the Church, through the individual
believers, we will then see God’s able and abundant work in the Church for His Glory through
Jesus Christ according to verses 20 and 21!
LESSON AND APPLICATION
We need to turn away from any way we are ordering our individual or church lives according to
our way and turn to ordering our individual and church lives according to God’s Word, Will and
Way. THEN WE WILL SEE HIM WORK IN WAYS BEYOND OUR IMAGINATION!




