“RETURN TO GOD-HIS WORD, HIS WILL AND HIS WAY”
“RETURN TO YOUR FIRST LOVE”
REVELATION 2:1-7

INTRO: Generally speaking, after one comes to Christ, there is great love for the Lord because of the
salvation He has given which results in a great desire to serve Him. But what often happens is that
after one has been saved for a while, he/she will fall away from their love for the Lord and become
spiritually stale. Often when that happens, one even loses his/her testimony and is rendered “IN-
OPERATIVE” by the Lord. This can also happen with LOCAL CHURCHES. When that condition arises,
the remedy is to REMEMBER WHERE THE DEPARTURE FROM LOVING THE LORD OCCURRED,
REPENT FOR SUCH DEPARTURE AND GET BACK TO LOVING THE LORD. That was the situation with
the CHURCH OF EPHESUS and could be the case with some of us today. So, today we are going to
focus on “RETURNING TO YOUR FIRST LOVE.”

BACKGROUND OF TEXT:
1) Revelation chapter 2 begins the second section of the Book based on the outline given in 1:19.
e “The Things which thou hast seen” — Chapter 1 = The Vision of Christ
e “The Things which are” — Chapters 2,3 = The Church Age
e “The Things which shall be hereafter” — Chapters 4-22 = Future Things
2) Revelation Chapters 2,3 - The Lord Jesus addresses 7 literal churches of what was “Asia minor”
which is now Turkiye. In doing so, Christ address the spiritual conditions of the church down through
the entire CHURCH AGE.
e Ephesus-2:1-7=The Church that Left its First Love
Smyrna —2:8-11 =The Persecuted Church
Pergamos — 2:12-17 = The Compromising Church
Thyatira—2:18-29 = The Impure Church
Sardis — 3:1-6 = The Spiritually Dying Church
Philadelphia — 3:7-13 = The Faithfully Witnessing Church
e Laodicea-3:14-22 =The Lukewarm Church
3) Revelation 2:1 reveals Christ’s relationship with the Pastors and Churches.
e Heholdsthe 7STARS in his RIGHT HAND —According to 1:20 the STARS are the MESSENGERS
(Pastors) of the churches revealing Christ’s protection and authority over them.
e He walks in the midst of the 7 CANDLESTICKS - According to 1:20 the CANDLESTICKS are
the CHURCHES revealing Christ’s presence among them.

I. THE APPROACH TO THE PASSAGE - VSS. 1-4
NOTE: In approaching chapter 2, we see the spiritual condition of the CHURCH AT EPHESUS - IT LEFT
ITS FIRST LOVE - JESUS CHRIST! (Reflecting Individual members)

A. The Church Was Exceptionally Sound Biblically
1. It could not bear sin or false doctrine.
2. It putto test those who said they were apostles but were not so.
3. It hated the NICOLAITANS, a cult which stemmed from one of the first deacons, NICOLAUS
(Acts 6:5) that involved LITURGICAL and LICENTIOUS LIVING.
B. The Church Was Especially Active in Ministry
1. It maintained spiritual WORKS and LABOR with PATIENCE.
2. It continued without FAINTING or GIVING UP.
C. The Church was Essentially Straying from Its Love for Christ
1. It originally had a great love for the Lord — Ephesians 1:15;2:17-18
2 It was serving OUT OF DUTY and NOT OUT OF LOVE FOR CHRIST.



Il. THE APPLICATION TO THE PRESENT

A. To A Church — A Church can be Sound in Doctrine, Separated from Sin and Busy in Ministry,
without loving the Lord — NOT PLEASING TO GOD!

B. To A Christian — A Christian can be active in ministry out of duty without loving the Lord - NOT
PLEASING TO GOD!
NOTE: CHRIST WANTS OUR LOVE FOR HIM TO MOTIVATE OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE AND SERVICE...NOT
DUTY OR NECESSITY! John 14:18; 1 John 5:3;
2 Corinthians 5:10

SOME SERIOUS FACTS TO CONSIDER

1) Every true local church is made up of believers who had a deep love for Christ that gave them a
zeal to serve Him right after their salvation.
2) Often as time goes on, some Christians LEAVE THEIR LOVE FOR THE LORD that is REFLECTED IN
THE FUNCTION OF THE LOCAL CHURCH.
Christian Service becomes dull and routine.
Divine Worship becomes stale and meaningless.
Personal Ministry becomes tedious and burdensome.
Christian Living becomes legalistic and joyless.
Personal Evangelism becomes neglected and avoided.

e Biblical Missions becomes unimportant and rejected.
3) All of this happens when:

e Bible Study is Neglected.
Personal Prayer is Neglected.
Obedience to God is Neglected.
Fellowship with others is Neglected.
Church Involvement is Neglected.
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lll. THE APPEAL THAT IS PARAMOUNT - VSS. 5-7
A VERY SERIOUS MATTER TO THOSE WHO LEFT THEIR FIRST LOVE
A. Remember from Whence You Have Departed
B. Repent and Turn Back to Your First Love for the Lord
REPENT, OR ELSE...NOTE VS. 5B

WARNING: IF THE APPEAL IS REJECTED, THE CANDLESTICK WILL BE REMOVED, MEANING THAT
THE TESTIMONY WILL BE RENDERED INOPERATIVE.
OBSERVATION: MANY INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS AND LOCAL CHURCHES THAT WERE ONCE ON
FIRE FOR THE LORD HAVE LEFT THEIR FIRST LOVE FOR CHRIST AND LOST THEIR TESTIMONY AND
WERE RENDERED INOPERATIVE! THAT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU OR ME! THAT COULD HAPPEN
TO OUR CHURCH! REPENT OR ELSE!

LESSON AND APPLICATION
1) Have YOU LEFT YOUR FIRST LOVE FOR CHRIST?
-REMEMBER WHERE YOU LEFT HIM, REPENT AND RETURN TO LOVING HIM
2) If you have not left your FIRST LOVE FOR CHRIST, guard yourself from doing so.
3) Every one person in our church who LEAVES THEIR FIRST LOVE FOR THE LORD will NEGATIVELY
AFFECT THE ENTIRE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH.
4) LISTEN TO WHAT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS SAYING TO YOU TODAY -VS.7




