
 
 

Summer Reading Assignments 2026 
Use the table below to find the assignment for the English class for which you are registered. 

All assignments are due within the first week of school, unless otherwise noted. 
 

Disclaimer: Some selections may include mature or potentially controversial themes and language. 
Students are encouraged to review book summaries and discuss choices with their parents or guardians 
before making a selection. 
 

9th Grade 
English I 
Students will choose ONE novel from the list 
below: 

• I am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for 
Education and Was Shot by the Taliban 
by Malala Yousafzai and Christine Lamb 
(not the Young Readers’ edition) 

• Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand  
 
Assignment: Students will annotate their 
chosen novel, either with sticky notes or 
directly on the page, responding to the 
following:  
 

• What heroic traits do you notice in 
the main character?  

• What actions does the main character 
perform that you see as heroic?  
 

Helpful Hint: Use two different colored sticky 
notes to differentiate between traits and 
actions. 
 
Annotations will be graded and will be the 
basis of the first major project of the school 
year.  
 
-Contact Ms. Anderson 
(andersonk@stpiusx.org) for questions. 
 

Honors English I 
Choose one of the following options and take notes 
on the people and places/symbols listed below. 
 
Option 1: Lord of the Flies by Golding 

• Take notes on: 
1. People: their importance and how they 

change over the course of the novel 
§ Jack, Piggy, Ralph, Simon 

2. Symbols: their importance and what 
they mean over the course of the 
novel 

§ “The Beast”, the conch shell, 
fire, Piggy’s glasses 

 
Option 2: Pride & Prejudice by Austen 

• Take notes on: 
1. Important people in Elizabeth’s life—

Why are they important? What does 
Elizabeth learn from them? 

2. Important places Elizabeth 
visits/lives—What happens at each 
location? Why is the location 
important? 

 
Helpful hint: Use two different colored sticky notes to 
differentiate between people and places/symbols. At 
the beginning of the school year, your annotations 
will be graded and more importantly, they will be the 
basis of your first essay. 
 
-Contact Ms. Anderson (andersonk@stpiusx.org) 
for questions. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Am-Malala-Stood-Education-Taliban-ebook/dp/B00CH3DBNQ/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2HXN3BJR00PGF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hXriMEkpa2USv0cRTsdP8bdvYi77Q39pfBx3qqNgx2zvqqor9q2w5FkDbPVI7NwP6aeq0MJOIlF5_Bu4EgHrUkpL9mzY-RhUEC18-7owoUQ2HpHMxNnGa3w8mqRLeF0y0TH8BQj-nYvDvkEvXT5-1Gl799Qbxhk1uihwgD5uY9CvNx-SRhylsVoKFNEbqt2e9LfpAoah47yWdb-1NBGmJ8bis82x9lyGPeMEdM_ffH8.EH8p81_LsV2ExRC9LlM_f1J5vzZVZjQMFQ_h5UhvEAQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=i+am+malala&qid=1742826357&sprefix=i+am+malala%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Unbroken-World-Survival-Resilience-Redemption-ebook/dp/B003WUYPPG/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3EUBJII843XJ5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.5Ku52vcmjeDGhRv7S-Q2bOXU89VgZHuTDl-niIfaFoVvjIXY8HNGEs6c61qSLaFkRuL4J0030Ms0Ntv3Cfa3e1g8SfwC94vT0YubDZkKUtQa0XlKAjNXCiXa2Mzgw7JR18YPiQRp1ZgXBiNbvYO_InXPpo9l2ANOitE1r0WWUFfHsagURDdhA_VFaTnOcZeKAOyq7LpNEU1GhBDYaGWaxxw7Xt7UJbrlSIElnWjzlKw.ZEvxw9Tk4LW7EzK8-4vplvA2yKyo2tTjY-joe2UylxY&dib_tag=se&keywords=unbroken&qid=1742826378&sprefix=unbroken%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-2
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https://www.amazon.com/Lord-Flies-William-Golding/dp/0399501487/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VCGAN7I4HDRA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.YA5YeDUIxWGpCxPvsEv5U9JBjnWPZkhbZc8ZOQ8Sc1CMHgWfE9eSIx5ZIJP09kA7vMwRpZUkcA73H1V4tUjoq8AXo6UQHvoq6wXRbFl8VpF0icQ_kRlRh4Vfeu4kgYXc4LMbpXqJ12UcFP4AAOIs7voe0Yi2OgMRj3RrOXP5HDg59Wl-_WvYds4w1lzigmGO36fZK0-KXR9tEH7o3E14UHPhHjtqeC1MEn5YWodZSlI.RdK_OH3pSsvay7aq3QANo1-nSdLh9TfGQgPvy9vN7rc&dib_tag=se&keywords=lord+of+the+flies+golding&qid=1711119203&sprefix=lord+of+the+flies+golding%2Caps%2C87&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Pride-Prejudice-Jane-Austen/dp/8172344503/ref=sxin_17_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?content-id=amzn1.sym.85671207-6a1d-4d8e-9de5-6007b63750e0%3Aamzn1.sym.85671207-6a1d-4d8e-9de5-6007b63750e0&crid=22MNMKS11PKVI&cv_ct_cx=pride+and+prejudice+book&keywords=pride+and+prejudice+book&pd_rd_i=8172344503&pd_rd_r=cd6f6c7d-7490-4c99-818a-0e029ee79fa1&pd_rd_w=o8Ld2&pd_rd_wg=4bf6P&pf_rd_p=85671207-6a1d-4d8e-9de5-6007b63750e0&pf_rd_r=E1XP142B7DSE5EEYQ5C8&qid=1773772325&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=prid%2Caps%2C213&sr=1-2-11c17e09-e926-44a4-9dc5-427a77a979b3-spons&aref=PPdJGk6eoE&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9zZWFyY2hfdGhlbWF0aWM&psc=1
mailto:andersonk@stpiusx.org


 
 

Summer Reading Assignments 2026 
Use the table below to find the assignment for the English class for which you are registered. 

All assignments are due within the first week of school, unless otherwise noted. 
 

Disclaimer: Some selections may include mature or potentially controversial themes and language. 
Students are encouraged to review book summaries and discuss choices with their parents or guardians 
before making a selection. 
 

10th Grade 
English II 
 
Assignment: Students are to pick at least one 
novel from the following and write a reflective 
journal that tracks their thoughts and feelings 
while reading the book.  
 
Each entry should include a brief summary of the 
section they read, followed by their reflections on 
the characters' development, plot progression, 
and any personal insights gained. 
Please research these books before choosing. 

1. Mexican Gothic by Silvia Moreno-Garcia 
2. Isaac’s Storm by Erik Larson 
3. David Copperfield by Charles Dickens 
4. Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro   

 
 

-Contact Mrs. Barr (barrc@stpiusx.org) for 
questions.  
 

Honors English II 
BOOK ONE: 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
 Annotate on sticky notes as you read the 
novel. 
• Important people in Jane’s life 

o Why are they important? 
o What does Jane learn from them? 

• Important places Jane visits/lives in 
(there are 6, and they are named) 
o What happens to Jane in each location? 

Keep track of what happens where! 

Helpful Hint: Use two different colored sticky notes 
to differentiate between people and places. At the 
beginning of the school year, your annotations will 
be graded and more importantly, they will be the 
basis of your first quiz and essay. 

AND 
BOOK TWO: 
-Choose one of the following memoirs to read and 
annotate for the author’s development over the 
course of the book: 
Please research these books before choosing. 

• A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah 
• The Color of Water by James McBride  
• Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 
• Sigh, Gone by Phuc Tran 

 
-Contact Ms. Boydstun 
(boydstunc@stpiusx.org) for questions. 
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Summer Reading Assignments 2026 
Use the table below to find the assignment for the English class for which you are registered. 

All assignments are due within the first week of school, unless otherwise noted. 
 

Disclaimer: Some selections may include mature or potentially controversial themes and language. 
Students are encouraged to review book summaries and discuss choices with their parents or guardians 
before making a selection. 
 

11th Grade 
English III 
-Choose one of the following short stories to read. 

• “Marigolds” by Eugenia W. Collier 
• “The Egg” by Sherwood Anderson 
• “This Blessed House” by Jhumpta Lahiri  
• “Thank You, Ma’am” Langston Hughes 

 
-Assignment: Briefly respond to the following 
questions: 

1. Which piece did you choose to read? 
2. What conflicts are present within the 

literary piece you chose? 
3. Based on your reading, what are your 

perspectives on America? What themes, 
ideas, or aspects stand out to you?  

4. How do you interpret the portrayal of 
America in the text? 

 
-Contact Ms. Guajardo (guajardoc@stpiusx.org) 
for questions. 
 

AP Language 
- BOOK ONE: 
Choose one of the following books to read: 

• Range: Why Generalist Triumph in a 
Specialized World by David Epstein 

• Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance 
by Angela Duckworth 

Assignment: Briefly respond to the following 
questions: 

1. What is the author’s argument?  
2. How do they prove their ideas? 
3. What ideas or suggestions from the author 

can you apply to your own life?  
AND BOOK TWO: 
Choose one of the following memoirs to read: 

• The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 
• Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 

Assignment: Briefly respond to the following 
questions: 

1. Why did the author choose to write this 
book? 

2. What message might the author want you 
to take from this book? 

3. What can you apply to your own life after 
reading this memoir? 
 

-Contact Ms. Boydstun 
(boydstunc@stpiusx.org) for questions. 
 

  

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.warrenjfk.com/resource/resmgr/Docs/SRH10Marigolds.pdf
https://loa-shared.s3.amazonaws.com/static/pdf/Anderson_The_Egg.pdf
https://www.sweetstudy.com/files/thisblessedhouse-pdf
mailto:guajardoc@stpiusx.org
mailto:boydstunc@stpiusx.org


 
 

Summer Reading Assignments 2026 
Use the table below to find the assignment for the English class for which you are registered. 

All assignments are due within the first week of school, unless otherwise noted. 
 

Disclaimer: Some selections may include mature or potentially controversial themes and language. 
Students are encouraged to review book summaries and discuss choices with their parents or guardians 
before making a selection. 
 

12th grade 
English IV 
The Eyre Affair by Jasper Fforde 
 
Assignment:  
1. Before reading The Eyre Affair, look up and 

read a summary of Jane Eyre by Charlotte 
Bronte for references in Fforde’s novel. 

2. While reading, using sticky notes: find and 
mark at least fifteen (15) ALLUSIONS in the 
novel. An Allusion is a reference, typically 
brief, to a person, place, thing, event, or other 
literary work.  

 
Then  
1) Write a 3-sentence summary of Jane Eyre  
2) List and number 1-15 
3) Quote the reference in the book  
4) Describe what the allusion refers to.  
5) Design an image for each illusion.  
6) MUST include citations for both the quote and 

documentation for image. 
  
The assignment must be typed with appropriate 
citations from the novel and external sources.  
 
Jane Eyre Summary is worth 5 points and each 
Allusion is worth 5 points for a total of 80 
points. 
 
-Contact Ms. Anderson 
(andersonk@stpiusx.org) for questions. 
 

AP Literature 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor for Kids 
by Thomas C. Foster (Please purchase the 
CHILDREN’S Edition) 
 
Assignment 
Create one slide (using PowerPoint Presentation or 
Google Slides) per chapter capturing the most 
vital information within each chapter. 
Illustrations/Graphics are appreciated but not 
required. 
 
 
 
-Contact Ms. Guajardo (guajardoc@stpiusx.org) 
for questions. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Eyre-Affair-Thursday-Next-Novel/dp/0142001805
mailto:andersonk@stpiusx.org
https://a.co/d/8btFJyV
mailto:guajardoc@stpiusx.org

