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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

To receive a diploma from Lyon County high schools, a student must fulfill the following 
requirements: 

 
• Meet the credit requirements as required by NRS 389.018 
• Successfully earn .5 credits in Economics 
• Successfully pass the Nevada End Of Course exams as required by NRS 

389.805. 
• Take the college and career readiness assessment as required by NRS 

389.807. 
 
 

1. The following requirements shall be in place for students graduating in 2016 and 
beyond: 

 
a. Enrollment in and completion of 22.5 acceptable units of high school course 
work. 

 
b. Eighteen and one half (18.5) credits in required areas of study. If a pupil 
satisfactorily completes a course of study in the use of computers during the sixth, 
seventh or eighth grade, he is not required to take the course of study in the use of 
computers and must only earn a minimum of 18 units of credit for required 
courses. The course of study in the use of computers must be for at least one 
semester or trimester, or the equivalent, and must not be taught as part of another 
course of study. 

 
c. Enrollment in 4 units of credit in mathematics to include Algebra I and 
Geometry; 2 laboratory science courses; and world history or geography. 

 
d. Four credits (4) in elective areas of study. 

 
 SUBJECT CREDITS 

1. English (English I, II, III, IV 
or approved equivalent 
courses) 

4 

2. Health .5 
3. Mathematics 

(Including Algebra I and 
Geometry or approved 
equivalent courses) 

4* 

4. Physical Education 2 
5. Sciences 

(Including 2 laboratory 
classes) 

3* 

6. Social Studies  
 a. American Government 1 
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 b. American History 1 
 c. Economics .5* 
 d. World History or 

Geography 
1 

7. Humanities 1 
8. Use of computers .5 

 

* Additionally, a pupil and his/her parent along with the school administration and 
school counselor may agree to a modified course of study provided that modified 
course of study meets the minimum requirements for a standard diploma or an adjusted 
diploma. 
Twelfth grade/senior students new to LCSD may have the Economics course 
requirement waived by the principal due to extenuating circumstances. 

 
2. High School Graduation – Standard Diploma 

 
Students who have earned the required 22.5 credits and have passed all of the End Of 
Course (EOC) examinations shall be awarded a Standard High School Diploma. 
(EOC’s applies to Class of 2019 & beyond) 

 
a. A Bi-literacy Seal is available if a student completes all courses of study in 
English Language Arts required for graduation with a minimum 2.0 GPA on a 
4.0 scale, and passes the end of course exams in English Language Arts, and 
demonstrates proficiency in 1 or more languages other than English by passing 
the Advanced Placement Exam in a world language (score of 3 or higher) or by 
passing the AAPPL exam (Intermediate level). 

 
3. High School Graduation Advanced Diploma (Qualifies for Millennium Scholarship) 

 
Students who have earned a minimum of 24 credits, including 4 credits of English, 4 
credits of mathematics, 3 credits of science with at least two laboratory classes, and a 
weighted grade point average of at least 3.25 or higher, and have passed all of the End 
Of Course examinations shall be awarded an Advanced High School Diploma. 

 
4. High School Graduation – Standard or Advanced Diploma with a Career 
and Technology Education (CTE) endorsement. 

 
a. A Career and Technical Education endorsement seal is available if a student 

meets the requirements of a standard or advanced diploma, and passes the End 
of Program assessment, passes the Work Place Readiness assessment, and 
earns a 3.0 or better GPA in the course sequence. 

 
5. High School Graduation - Special Education 

 
  Students enrolled in exceptional pupil programs will be granted a standard diploma upon 
successful completion of the high school required credits of study and passage of the End 
Of Course examinations. The educational needs of these students may require specially 
designed instruction, environment, or modifications in the format and administration of 
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examinations. Those students who have otherwise met the goals and objectives in their 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and are unable to pass the End Of Course examinations shall be 
granted an adjusted diploma upon completion of all graduation requirements as outlined in their 
Individualized Education Program. 
 
6. High School Graduation - Adult High School Diploma Program 

 
To receive a diploma through the Adult High School Diploma Program which is operated 
by the Lyon County School District, a student must fulfill all requirements as adopted by 
the State Department of Education. 

 
7. Credit Regulations 

 
a. Students must be regularly enrolled in a high school to be eligible for the 
granting of credit toward a diploma from Lyon County high schools. 

 
b. Principals may require the enrollment in additional courses on a prescriptive 
basis for those students who continue to display skill deficiencies in the areas of 
reading, mathematics and language arts after fulfilling minimum course work. 

 
c. The granting of credit shall be in accordance with the State of Nevada 
Secondary Course of Study and procedures outlined in the Nevada Pupil 
Accounting Manual. 

 
d. Students may repeat a class to improve upon a grade and have that grade 
calculated into their grade point average provided that the first attempt continues 
to appear on the transcript with a designation of NG (no grade) to indicate that the 
course was repeated. A student may not receive credit twice for a repeated course. 

 
e. Seniors must be enrolled in the equivalent of five periods on a traditional-type 
schedule of which one of the periods can be work experience. This is per Nevada 
State Regulations for Pupil Accounting, adopted June, 1986. 

 
f. Credit for correspondence or on-line alternative courses shall be granted toward 
graduation only when a student has received the written approval of the high 
school principal in advance of taking the course. 

 
1) The maximum allowable credits earned outside of the high school 
program toward high school graduation are four, including 
correspondence courses and non LCSD on-line alternative courses. 
2) Elective correspondence or on-line alternative credit must be approved 
in advance by the high school principal or counselor. 
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g. Credit for community college or university level course work will be granted 
toward graduation under the following criteria: 

 
1) The courses taken at the community college or the university should be 
courses that take the student beyond the high school course offerings, 
either in academic areas or employable skills. 
2) Distance learning courses offered for dual credit through the University 
of Nevada System may be taken by high school students in pre-approved 
courses. 
3. Approved college level 3+ credit courses will be counted as 1 high 
school credit. 
4) Any exceptions to this policy must be approved in advance by the high 
school principal and Superintendent or designee. 

 
h. Re-evaluation of all courses will continue to take place with special attention 
given to college preparatory courses, CTE programs, and elective courses. 

 
i. Any exceptions to the above credit regulations must be reviewed and receive 
written approval by the Superintendent or designee. 

 
8. Early Graduation 

 
a. The Board of Trustees will not accept any modification of the four-year 
attendance requirement for high school graduation unless the student has 
satisfactorily completed all requirements as set forth by the Lyon County School 
District, the Nevada State Board of Education, and have the recommendation of 
his/her principal and counselor, the written consent of the legal guardian, and 
review and approval of the Superintendent or designee and the Board of School 
Trustees. 

 
b. The student who chooses to follow a modified program will not be allowed to 
participate in school activities following withdrawal from regular attendance. 

 
c. Students who choose to follow a modified program will make application for 
early graduation to the Superintendent or designee to be approved by the Board of 
School Trustees prior to the second semester of their sophomore year. Any 
exception to the procedure must be reviewed and approved by the Superintendent 
or designee. 

 
9. Academic Load Requirements 

 
a. Students in grades 9-11 must be enrolled in a full load of courses based on the 
master schedule of the school. Students in grade 12 must be enrolled in a 
minimum of five (5) courses or the equivalent of five periods per day based on a 
traditional schedule. Only eighth grade and senior students will be permitted to 
serve as a Teaching Assistant (TA) in one class per semester if they are on track 
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to graduate and maintain a 2.0 or better GPA. Teachers shall have only one TA 
per semester. Any exceptions must be approved by the principal. 

b. A student’s status as a member in a given class is determined by the number of
completed semesters he/she has earned and coincides with testing regulations as
specified below:

1) Sophomores must have completed a minimum of 2 semesters.
2) Juniors must have completed a minimum of 4 semesters.
3) Seniors must have completed a minimum of 6 semesters.

c. The school principal or his designee shall evaluate the transcript of a student
who transfers into the school from a school outside the school district to
determine his/her status under the requirements of this policy.

d. The transcript of each student shall be audited at least once annually and notice
to parents be provided as to each student’s progress toward graduation.

e. A student who has not earned the following number of credits in a given year,
shall be deemed “credit deficient”:

1) End of Freshman year 5 credits.
2) End of Sophomore year 11 credits.
3) End of Junior year 17 credits.

f. A student may be allowed a maximum of five (5) consecutive school years from
the time he/she enters the ninth grade to complete all requirements for a high
school diploma in the comprehensive high school setting at the principal’s
discretion. Students who do not complete the graduation requirements within this
time limitation and intend to continue their education must withdraw from the
comprehensive high school and enroll in the Adult Education Program.

Ref NRS 389 & NAC 389 
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