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Tonight is about...

@ Making science fun and doable at home.
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(% Building your child’s curiosity and thinking
skills. o dh

{0 Showing that science is everywhere.
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Why Science at Home Matters

Builds critical thinking & problem solving
Strengthens reading & vocabulary

Encourages questioning and curiosity

You don’t need to be a scientist. Just be curious with your
child.
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What Does “Doing Science” Look Like?

Science Isn’t Just Experiments!
Examples:

? Asking questions

@ Observing ec-»?-»@-»c.)\_,'
() Predicting |

® Explaining

Simple Framework:
¢ Observe — ? Ask — { ) Predict — € Explore — @ Explain
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Easy Ways to Do Science at Home

Everyday Science Activities
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Cooking Bath Time
! (measuring, changes in matter) (floating/sinking)

. (sorting, comparing) &«
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The Power of Talklng

Talk Like a Scientist: \

e “What do you notice?” "‘vﬁf ~N
e “Why do you think that happened?”

e “What do you think will happen next’?J oy

. "/ you know?

“How do you know?” \‘/ .

Conversation = Learning
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Simple Experiments You Can Try Tonight

N

Salt 4 Ice Grow a Plant Baking Soda 4
Experiment from Scraps Vinegar Reaction
Explore freezing point Regrow veggies from Create a classic chemical
depression. kitchen leftovers. volcano.
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No Materials? No Problem!

Science Without Supplies
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Watch the
weather together
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Ask “what if”
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Observe shadows,
water, or motion

g) fA questions
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1 Use items
@ g already at home




Supporting Your Child Like a Pro

OO

Encourage
curiosity (even
messy
curiosity!)

Let your child Focus on Celebrate
make thinking—not effort and
mistakes getting the ideas

“right” answer
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Resources

Science Buddies: Science Experiments

National Science Teaching Association: Science Resources for Parents

Encouraging Scientific Thinking with ‘What If” Questions
NASA Kids Club

Experiment Links:
e Salt 4 Ice Experiment

e Grow a Plant from Scraps

e DBaking Soda 4+ Vinegar Reaction



https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-experiments?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=294725414&gbraid=0AAAAAD_hHYMsDJLGIUtYOPFgRKCSG3RRX&gclid=CjwKCAjwyYPOBhBxEiwAgpT8PwFPlwg7RGOhU_zJzdx-xwnV8_KW2d4EiE86zw5RPAHvo3zHeaURShoCGzwQAvD_BwE
https://www.nsta.org/science-resources-parents?srsltid=AfmBOoqtbzBNcMunDti6eKX86U5JpZheFI4dn1ECs3I2U34JzLJOE7We
https://www.whizkidz.com.au/encouraging-scientific-thinking-with-what-if-questions-in-early-childhood-education/#:~:text=Following%20'what%20if'%20questions%20with,Sensory%20Exploration%20Predictions
https://www.nasa.gov/learning-resources/nasa-kids-club/
https://thoughtfullysustainable.com/how-does-salt-affect-ice/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/plant-science-regrowing-vegetables-from-scraps/
https://www.littlepassports.com/blog/science/vinegar-and-baking-soda-reaction/?srsltid=AfmBOor8fPKoFzZXHVYXqzRM3LaASKsbSYkPO_43SLTON2Vl43HUweA7

Questions?

_____@—

Thank you for supporting your child’s
science journey!

Rahway Public Schools e '
Together, we build curious thinkers . .* & &5
and confident learners. : m




