
       LEWISTON-PORTER CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
    4061 Creek Road 

Youngstown, NY 14174 

February 23, 2026 Regular Board Meeting 

OUR MISSION 
One Purpose. Your Pathway. Our Promise. 

OUR VISION 
Our PURPOSE is to ensure that when students leave 

Lewiston-Porter they will be ready to face the world with 
confidence in themselves and what they can contribute. While 
students are here they will be challenged to grow along their 
PATHWAY and discover their personal best because we 

PROMISE to give them our best. 

Regular Board of Education Meeting 
Approved Minutes 3/23/2026 Board Meeting 

   February 23, 2026, 6:00 pm Boardroom, 
Community Resource Center 

Board of Education:​ ​
Joseph J. Palermo, Board President (2023-2026)​
Chris Bragdon (2025-2028)  
Annie Huntington (2025-2028)​ ​
Sara Ohanessian (2024-2027) 
Susan Rhodenizer (2025-2028)   
Absent: Tessa Connelly, Vice Board President (2024-2027) 

 Ex Officio Student(s) Board of Education members: 
 Kaitlyn Szarejko (2025-2026)  
 Zoe Droegmyer (2025-2026) 

Administration: 
Paul J. Casseri, Superintendent of Schools​
Scott M. Hoot, Assistant Superintendent for 
Administrative Services 
Marisa Iagallo-Barile, District Clerk 

CALL TO ORDER 

Call to Order The Board President called the meeting to orderat 6:00 pm with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Mr. Palermo 

Acceptance of 
Agenda 

RESOLVED, that the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the Agenda 
for February 23, 2026. 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Bragdon to accept the agenda. 

Approved, 
CARRIED, 4-0 

COMMITTEE & BOARD REPORTS 

Committee Meeting 
Schedule 

Committee/Council: Meeting Dates: Board Members: 

Athletics Council 6/11/2026 Mr. Bragdon, Mr. Palermo 

Communication Committee 4/23/2026 Mr. Bragdon, Mrs. Connelly, 
Ms. Ohanessian 

Curriculum, Instruction & 
Assessment Review Council 

5/7/2026 Mrs. Connelly, Mrs. Rhodenizer 

District Health & Safety 
Committee 

4/14/2026 Ms. Ohanessian, Mr. Palermo 

District Key Communicators 5/4/2026 Mr. Palermo,  Mr. Bragdon 
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February 23, 2026 Regular Board Meeting 
  

Environmental Council As needed Mrs. Huntington, Mrs. Ohanessian,  
Mr. Palermo 

Facilities Planning  
Review Committee 

2/25/2026, 3/25/2026, 
4/22/2026, 5/27/2026, 
6/24/2026 

Ms. Ohanessian, Mr. Palermo 

Finance Review Committee TBD Ms. Ohanessian 

Fine Arts Council 2/25/2026, 5/28/2026 Mrs. Connelly, Mrs. Rhodenizer 

Health & Wellness Committee 3/11/2026 Mrs. Huntington, Ms. Ohanessian, 
Mr. Palermo 

NOSBA 3/21/2026, 5/7/2026, 
08/20/2026 

Mrs. Rhodenizer 

ON BOCES Board Meetings 03/11/2026, 4/15/2026, 
4/21/2026, 5/13/2026, 
6/10/2026 

Mrs. Mullen 

Policy Review Committee 3/6/2026, 4/10/2026, 
5/8/2026, 6/5/2026 

Mrs. Connelly, Mr. Palermo 

PTSA Meetings 3/25/2026 Ms. Connelly 

Special Education Committee 5/13/2026 Mrs. Connelly, Mrs. Huntington 

Regular Board Meeting  3/23/2026, 4/27/2026, 
5/26/2026, 6/22/2026 

 

Work Session 3/9/2026, 4/13/2026, 
5/11/2026 

 

Committee Reports Board Committee: Chair 

Facility Review Planning Committee Mr. Palermo 

Policy Review Committee Mr. Palermo 

District Key Communicators Committee Mr. Palermo 
 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION 

Presentation New York Power Authority (NYPA) Relicensing Agreement Mark Guglielmi,  
Webster Szany LLP 
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RECOGNITIONS 

National School 
Counselor(s) and 
School Social 
Worker(s) 
Recognition 

School Counselors 
Petrina Di Vincenzo 
Daniel Behm 
Michelle Conti 
Brendan McDermott 
Kathleen Stack 
Ryan Suitor 
Erica Amado 
School Social Workers 
Emily Adamson 
Emily Brook 
Danielle Kudela 
Shannon Lotz 

Mr. Casseri 

Tenure Recognition Carrie Zoda, Primary Education Center  Mr. Casseri 
 

REPORTS 

Board Student Ex Officio 
Report 

Board Report/Presentation Ms. Szarejko 

Administrative Reports 
(PEC and HS reports 
submitted) 

Intermediate Education Principal – Monthly Calendar 
Middle School Principal – Monthly Calendar      ​  
Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services 
Superintendent 

Mrs. Rodriguez 
Mr. Auer​
Mr. Hoot​

Mr. Casseri 
 

COMMUNITY COMMENTS 

Mr. Wall, Modified Football  
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION COMMENTS 

Board Members: 
Mrs. Huntington 
Ms. Ohanessian 
Mrs. Rhodenizer 
Mr. Bragdon 
 
Mr. Palermo 
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DISTRICT OPERATIONS 

Minutes RESOLVED, that the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education approve the 
Minutes from the January 27, 2026 Regular Board meeting, as submitted by 
the District Clerk. 
 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Rhodenizer to approve M-1. 

M-1 
Approved, 

CARRIED 4-0 

Minutes RESOLVED, that the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education approve the 
Minutes from the February 9, 2026 Work Session/Budget Workshop Board 
meeting, as submitted by the District Clerk. 
 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Ohanessian to approve M-2. 

M-2 
Approved, 

CARRIED, 4-0 

Consent Agenda for 
Financial Operations 

RESOLVED, that the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education approve the 
following, Items NF-1 through NF-6, in the financial consent agenda as 
submitted by the Administration:​
Budget Status Reports 
Extraclassroom Treasurer’s Report​
Treasurer’s Report​
Claims​
Budget Transfer History 
Bank Reconciliation 
 
Motion made by Palermo seconded by Ohanessian to approve NF-1 to NF-6. 

 
NF-1 
NF-2 
NF-3 
NF-4 
NF-5 
NF-6 

Approved, 
CARRIED, 4-0 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

No Old Business 

 

NEW BUSINESS - ADMINISTRATION 

Policy Revision 
Acceptance of the First 
Reading 

RESOLVED, at the first reading, that the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education 
Accept the following policies; 
Policy 1110, School District and Board of Education Legal Status and Authority 
Policy 1120, Board of Education Members: Qualifications, Numbers and Terms of 
Office 
Policy 1220, Reporting of Expenditures and Contributions 
Policy 1230, Resignation, Dismissal and Other Vacancies​ 
Policy 1620, Annual Organizational Meeting 
Policy 1640, Absentee, Military, and Early Mail Ballots 
Policy 7513, Medication and Personal Care Items 
Policy 7521, Students with Life-Threatening Health Conditions and/or Anaphylaxis 
 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Rhodenizer to approve NA-1. 

NA-1 
Approved, 

CARRIED, 4-0 
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Policy Revision 
Acceptance of the 
Second Reading 

RESOLVED, at the second reading, that the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education 
accept the following policies; 
Policy 7640, Student Individualized Education Program (IEP): Development and 
Provision​  
Policy 7641,Transition Services​  
Policy 7642, Extended School Year (July/August) Services and/or Programs 
Policy 7643, Transfer Students with Disabilities 
Policy 7650, Identification and Register of Children with Disabilities (Child Find)​  
Policy 7660, Parent Involvement for Children with Disabilities 
Policy 7670, Due Process Complaints; Selection and Board Appointment of 
Impartial Hearing Officers 
Policy 7680, Independent Educational Evaluations 
Policy 7690, Special Education Mediation 
 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Bragdon to approve NA-2. 

NA-2 
Approved, 

CARRIED, 4-0 

Approval of the 
2026-2027 District 
Calendar 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the 
Lewiston-Porter Board of Education approve the 2026-2027 District Calendar. 
 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Huntington to approve NA-3. 

NA-3 
Approved, 

CARRIED, 4-0 

Approval of the 
Nomination of  
Danielle M. Mullen for  
the O/N BOCES Board 
Member 

RESOLVED, that the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education hereby nominates 
Danielle M. Mullen, who resides at 4715 Curtis Court N., Lewiston, NY 14092 for a 
vacancy on the Board of Education of the Orleans/Niagara Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services. 
 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Bragdon  to approve NA-4. 

NA-4 
Approved, 

CARRIED, 4-0 

Approval of the NYPA 
Relicensing Agreement 

WHEREAS, the District is a member and Host Community of the Niagara Power 
Coalition (NPC); and​
WHEREAS, the NPC and the New York State Power Authority previously entered 
into an Agreement for the sale of power and energy under a Host Community 
Relicensing Settlement Agreement (HCRSA), which had an expiration date of 
September 1, 2025 which has been continued during negotiations of a Renewal 
Agreement; and 
WHEREAS, the District has been involved in the negotiations for a Renewal of the 
power and energy Agreement with the other Host Communities which has 
resulted in a Relicensing Agreement that benefits each Host Community 
including the District; and 
WHEREAS, the Relicensing Agreement is in form acceptable to the Host 
Communities negotiating teams who recommend that same be adopted and 
ratified.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1.​ The Board approves the Relicensing Agreement negotiated by the Host 
Communities, which may be executed by the Superintendent, after final 
review by District Counsel of final form and language.   

2.​ This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Huntington to approve NA-5. 

NA-5 
Approved, 

CARRIED, 4-0 
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PUPIL PERSONNEL 

Recommendations for 
CSE Placement and 
Amendments  

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the recommendations and 
amendments of the Committee on Special Education and approve the 
authorization of funds to implement the special education programs and 
services consistent with such recommendations for the following: 
 
School Year 2025-2026 
11/07/25, 11/12/25, 11/14/25, 11/17/25, 11/19/25, 11/20/25, 11/24/25, 
12/02/25, 12/10/25, 12/11/25, 12/15/25, 01/08/26, 01/13/26, 01/14/26, 
01/20/26, 01/27/26, 01/29/26, 01/30/26, 02/03/26, 02/04/26, 02/06/26, 
02/11/26, 02/12/26, 02/13/26 
 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Rhodenizer to approve NP-1. 

NP-1 
Approved, 

CARRIED, 4-0 

Recommendations for 
CPSE Placement and 
Amendments 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the recommendations and 
amendments of the Committee on Preschool Special Education and approve 
the authorization of funds to implement the special education programs and 
services consistent with such recommendations for the following: 
 
School Year 2025-2026 
11/18/25, 12/10/25, 12/15/25, 01/13/26, 01/23/26, 01/27/26, 02/18/26 
 
Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Bragdon to approve NP-2. 

NP-2 
Approved, 

CARRIED, 4-0 
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PERSONNEL - CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Ohanessian to approve the Personnel Consent Agenda by 
combining PRI, PRNI, PRCC, PLNI, PAILTS, PANI, PASNI, PAANI, PAPC, PAM, PAC. 

Approved, 
CARRIED, 4-0 

Resignation/ 
Rescission - 
 
 
Instructional 
 
 
 
 
Non-Instructional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mentorship 
 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the consent agenda for 
resignations/rescissions. 

Name Date Tenure area Reason 

Elizabeth Buck 6/30/2026 Science Retirement 
 

Name Date Position Reason 

Michelle Briand 2/27/2026 Typist Resignation 

Jodi Woock 2/18/2026 Teacher Aide/ 
Personal Care Aide 

Resignation 

 

Name Date Position Reason 

Elizabeth Cardwell 2/06/2026 Mentor: Speech Resignation 
 

 
 
 
 

PRI 
 
 
 
 

PRNI 
 
 
 
 

PRCC 

Leave(s) - 
 
 
 
Non-Instructional 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the consent agenda for 
unpaid leaves of Absence. 

Name Date Position Reason 

James Walker 2/04/2026-2/06/2026 
2/12/2026; 2/18/2026 

Teacher Aide Personal 

 

PLNI 

Appointment -  
 
 
 
Long-Term 
Instructional  
Substitute 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the consent agenda for 
Instructional Long-Term appointments.  

Name: Sara Mang 

Placement: High School 

LTS Position: Special Education teacher  

LT Substitute for: Jamie Moskal 

Effective: 1/29/2026 

Certification: Students with Disabilities, All Grades 

PAILTS 
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Childhood Education, Gr. 1-6 

Degree: Bachelor’s 

Step: 1 

Salary pro rata: $45,021.00 

 

Name: Andrea Johnson 

Placement: Primary Education Center 

LTS Position: School Counselor 

LT Substitute for: Emily Adamson, Social Worker 

Effective: 2/23/2026 

Certification: School Counselor 

Degree: Master’s 

Step: 1 

Salary pro rata: $150.00 per diem; After forty (40) days, 
$50,000.00, equivalent to Step 1 on the LPUT 
Master’s degree salary schedule, retro to 
2/23/2026 

 

Appointments -  
Non-Instructional 
 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the consent agenda for 
experiential step adjustment for Non-Instructional appointment. 

Name: Lynn Lynch 

Placement: Buildings & Grounds Office 

Position: Sr. Typist; Secretary to Director of Facilities 

Effective: 1/01/2026 

Appointment Type: Permanent 

Step: 4 

Hourly Salary: $20.94 

 

PANI 
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Appointment - 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Instructional 
Substitutes 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the consent agenda for 
substitute appointments, without benefits, except as required by law, to be 
utilized on an as needed basis at the discretion of the Superintendent.  
Services shall be at-will and at the pleasure of the Board of Education. 

Name Date Substitute Position Hourly Rate 

Paige LaTona, RN* 2/23/2026 School Nurse $30.00 

*pending fingerprint/background clearance 

PASNI 

Annual Appointments - 
 
 
 
Non-Instructional 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the consent agenda for 
Annual non-instructional appointments. 

Name Appointment Effective 
 

Hourly Salary/ 
Stipend 

Jean Brown Teacher Aide (1:1) 
IEC Intramurals 

1/23/2026-
3/28/2026 

$16.47 

Michelle 
Lichtenberger 

Teacher Aide (1:1) 
IEC Intramurals 

1/29/2026-
3/28/2026 

$18.04 

 

PAANI 

Appointment - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peer Coordinators 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the consent agenda for Peer 
Coordinator appointments. 
District-Wide 

Name Appointment Cat. Step Stipend Duration 

Dan  
Behm** 
 

Student 
Support 
Services PC: 
Districtwide 

8-10 3 $2,476.00 9/01/25- 
2/11/26 

11+ 3 $2,800.50 2/12/26- 
6/30/26 

Amanda 
Emmons* 
 

Special 
Education PC: 
PEC 
 

1-7 2 $1,462.00 9/01/25- 
12/31/25 

1-8 2 $2,388.60 1/01/26- 
6/30/26 

**updated appointment, as approved on 6/16/2025 
*correction to stipend, as approved on 1/12/2026 
 
 

PAPC 
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Appointment - 
 
Mentorship 
 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Board of Education accept the consent agenda for the following 
mentorship appointment(s). 

Mentor  Mentee  Tenure Area  Duration  Stipend 

Emily Brook Andrea 
Johnson 

Social Worker 
(.1) 

2/23/26-3/27/26 $105.00 

Elizabeth* 
Cardwell 

Kate 
Riniolo 

Speech (.5) 9/01/25-2/06/26 $525.00 

Laura 
McLaughlin 

Kate 
Riniolo 

Speech (.2) 2/19/26-4/19/26 $210.00 

*amended duration and stipend  

PAM 

Appointment - 
 
 
 
 
 
Coaching 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 
the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education accept the consent agenda for 
Coaching appointments. 
Spring 2025-2026 

Name Appointment Cat/ 
Step 

Stipend 

James Walker Baseball JV Coach II-1 $4,126.00 

Chris Favorite Softball V Asst. Coach IV-1 $2,645.00 

Jaclyn Stickney Softball JV Coach II-1 $4,126.00 

Katie Gawronski Boys’ Track JV Coach II-1 $4,126.00 

 

PAC 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment Motion made by Palermo, seconded by Bragdon to adjourn the Public meeting 
at 7:30 pm 

Approved, 
CARRIED, 4-0 

 
 

 
 Marisa Iagallo-Barile, District Clerk 
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