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You will submit your Course request through the Google Course Request form. (Form will be sent
in April.)









College Application Timeline



1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have
positively influenced others, helped resolve disputes or contributed to group
efforts over time.

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways:
problem solving, original and innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a
few. Describe how you express your creative side.

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you
developed and demonstrated that talent over time?

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational
opportunity or worked to overcome an educational barrier you have faced.

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you
have taken to overcome this challenge. How has this challenge affected your
academic achievement?

6. Think about an academic subject that inspires you. Describe how you have
furthered this interest inside and/or outside of the classroom.

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better
place?

8. Beyond what has already been shared in your application, what do you
believe makes you a strong  candidate for admissions to the University of
California?

Personal Essay Prompts for Practice
Personal Insight Questions (PIQs) for UC Admissions



Bragging in a college essay is an art form. The goal isn't to list your trophies—that’s what
the "Activities" section is for—but to show the admissions officers the character and
values that earned those trophies.

Here is how to "humbly brag" effectively, based on top admissions strategies:

1. Show, Don't Tell
This is the golden rule of application writing. Instead of claiming you are a "natural leader,"
describe the specific moment you had to mediate a conflict between team members or
how you organized a community event from scratch.

The "Tell": "I am a very hardworking and dedicated student."
The "Show": "I spent three months of Tuesday nights in the basement lab,
recalibrating the sensors until the data finally aligned with my hypothesis."

2. Lead with Values, Not Results
Frame your achievements through your core values. If you have won a national science
fair, focus on your curiosity or persistence. This makes the achievement feel like a natural
byproduct of your personality rather than a boast.

3. Provide "Proof" Through Effort
Numbers and data can provide context without sounding like an ego trip. Mentioning that
you "practiced 20 hours a week" or "conducted 100 trials" shows the grit behind the
success. Admissions officers love "grit" because it predicts success in college.

4. Focus on Growth and Impact
A great way to talk about a win is to discuss what you learned from the process or how it
helped others.

Reflect on challenges: Did you fail before you succeeded? Describing a comeback
shows more maturity than a smooth ride to the top.
Community Impact: How did your achievement help your school, team, or family?
Shifting the focus to the impact you had on others makes you more likable.

Personal Essay Questions: Tips for Writing



The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is a free federal form that students must complete
annually to determine their eligibility for financial assistance for college or career school. It uses your
family’s financial information to calculate your Student Aid Index (SAI), which schools then use to award
federal grants, work-study funds, and low-interest loans. Additionally, many states and individual colleges
use your FAFSA data to distribute their own scholarships and aid packages.

Creating an FSA ID (your username and password for StudentAid.gov) is the essential first step to
completing the FAFSA. Both the student and any "contributors" (like a parent or guardian) must have their
own unique accounts. 

For Step-By-Step Instructions, please contact your counselor.

What is FAFSA and How to Get Started

 FAFSA Opens - October 1, 2026 (This is when students should aim to submit.)

California Priority Deadline - March 2, 2027 
(Deadline for Cal Grants and most state-based aid. )

Federal Deadline - June 30, 2028 (The final cutoff for federal aid.)

 FAFSA Dates for the 2027–2028 School Year



Transcript Request

www.nmusdca.scriborder.com

Submit your request online by scanning the QR code below.
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