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Welcome Rising Titans!
Dr. LaTasha M. Cook

6th Grade Assistant Principal
(770) 995-7133

LaTasha.Cook@gcpsk12.org

mailto:LaTasha.Cook@gcpsk12.org




The Middle School Years
(3) short years   Different School Hours 

Time flies    Teams of Teachers    New Friends
Weekly Advisement New Friend Dynamics

Titan Time/CQI More Clubs
Connections (formerly called Specials)

Intramural Sports
And much more.



Richards Middle School:
Rising 6th Graders 

 RMS Welcome Videos
 Connections Course Descriptions 

• In elementary school, these are referred to as 
“Specials” 

 School Supply Information
 Student Clubs & Activities

 The ABCs of RMS (electronic 6th Grade Student 
Handbook) with information on: 
 Attendance
 Behavior Expectations 
 Dress Code
 GCPS Promotion Criteria
 School History
 Tips for parents for how to stay 

informed.
 And much, much more! 

 A copy of this Presentation 



Built In Support

RMS is a PBIS school

Schoolwide PBIS is a broad range of systematic and individualized strategies 
for achieving important social and learning outcomes while preventing 
problem behaviors with all students.

Titan Time Mondays - Thursdays @ 9:30-10:00am
This time is used for academic 
remediation and enrichment.

Weekly Tutoring Sessions Wednesdays & Thursdays @ 8:15am
(LA/SC; MA/SS) 

Weekly Advisement Lessons Mondays @ 9:30am
This time is used to develop and 
reinforce Social Emotional Learning, as 
well as other character traits necessary 
for academic, personal/social, and 
career success for all RMS students.

Mentoring Programs 
for Girls & Boys

JEWELS & GENTS Mentoring Programs



How can 
students & 

families GET 
INVOLVEDat 

Richards MS?

How do we 
SUPPORT our 
diverse population
of students
 at Richards MS?



Rising Titans                       
(Summer) Academy

RMS Library & Activities

Spanish for Native Speakers  

Music Department

Student Council

Science Club &             
Table Top Titans

A’Maya Rhodes,        
6th Grade Teacher Sponsor

Andrew Snider                            
School Librarian

Liz Martinez                       
Teacher Sponsor

Alex Diaz & Dr. Heston McCranie                                  
Teacher Sponsors 

Stefanie Livingston                      
Teacher Sponsor

Kelly Chupurdy & Andy Paulk 
6th Grade Teacher Sponsors



Step Team

Titan Troupe 

Counseling Support 

The Middle School Experience: 
Students’ Perspective

Closing Remarks

Tina Harris                    
Counselor Sponsor

Starshine Stanfield              
6th Grade Teacher Sponsor

Rosemary Dixon & 
Nekiesha Jordan                  
6th Grade Counselor

Julian Romero
Shelsea Flores-Enamorado
8th Grade Students 

Dr. LaTasha M. Cook
6th Grade Assistant Principal





Students will: 
o spend  interactive and fun-filled days as       

.
o actively participate in activities that turn learning into 

FUN!
o become familiar with our school building and our 

academic & behavior expectations. 
o build new friendships.
o reduce their fears & anxieties about starting 

middle school. 



Dates: July 7th & 8th, from 9am – 4pm 

Please register for the 
at

 .
The cost is $25 & includes a RICHARDS MS T-shirt.

HOWEVER, if you register TODAY, 
the cost is only $20 . 

Space is limited.

http://www.mypaymentsplus.com/




Spanish for Native Speakers





















RMS Titan Stompers

● Promotes what it means to be a STUDENT athlete
● 75 or higher in each class
● Grades and behavior are checked bi-weekly
● Physical needed to participate (Rank One or 

physical copy)
● Promotes team building
● 7 home games for performances
● Other opportunities throughout the year ( BHM, 5th 

grade articulation, etc)
● Practices are from 4:30-6:30 3 times a week









Auditions in 
September/October

Club meets
October - March

Workshops
Rehearsals

Performances





The Middle School Experience: 
From Our Counselors’ Perspectives

Counselors work with students to help remove barriers to learning



Counselors visit classes in August for 
Introductions

Counselors work with students:
•  Individually
•  In small groups
•  Through classroom lessons

Accessing your counselor:
•  Student can request on their own
•  Teacher referrals
•  Parent requests



Common 6th Grade SEL Needs
o Managing: 

o The Transition
o Emotions
o Making Decisions
o Peer Relationships
o Technology and Social Media Use







Closing Remarks
Dr. LaTasha M. Cook

6th Grade Assistant Principal
(770) 995-7133

LaTasha.Cook@gcpsk12.org

mailto:LaTasha.Cook@gcpsk12.org


Dates: July 7th & 8th, from 9am – 4pm 

Please register for the 
at

 .
The cost is $25 & includes a RICHARDS MS T-shirt.

HOWEVER, if you register TODAY, 
the cost is only $20 . 

Space is limited.

http://www.mypaymentsplus.com/


Please use the QR code below to give feedback 
on tonight’s presentation & be sure you signed in 

before you leave tonight .



Good Night  

Thank you for being here tonight.

We look forward to a great 
journey…TOGETHER!
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