
Sophomore Advisory

Career 
Exploration

PLEASE BE SEATED, SIGN 
INTO YOUR OWN DEVICE, 

AND GO TO OTHS.US



Presentation Key Points

WHAT TO CONSIDER 
WHILE EXPLORING 

CAREERS

INTRODUCTION TO ISBE 
CAREER GUIDE

REVIEW INTEREST 
INVENTORY RESULTS

FINAL REMINDERS FOR 
END OF SEMESTER



THINGS TO ASK YOURSELF:

-What impact do I want to make on the world?

-What is important to me: money, recognition, work/life balance?

-Will I enjoy working indoor/outdoor or remote?

-What do I like to do in my free time?

-How much education is necessary for the career I may want?

-What career have I always wanted to learn more about?

-Will I need to relocate to find this career?

CAREER 

EXPLORATION

Things to 
consider 

when 
looking

at possible 
careers:



• Learn about 16 Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) Career Clusters

• Explore career options that lead to in demand 
career pathways in Illinois

• Learn about benefits CTE offers, including earning 
certifications, attaining dual credit and experiencing 
work-based learning.

ISBE Career 

Guide



Overview: 16 Career Clusters

CAREER CLUSTERS DEFINITION:
Career clusters are groups of similar occupations and industries that share common skills and interests. They help students 

explore potential career paths by organizing jobs into broad categories based on their skills, interests, and abilities.



How to 
Use the 
Guide

-Example: Turn to page 17 to review Career Cluster

-Is this for me?

-What is it? 

-What will I do?

-What jobs are in demand in Illinois?

-How much education is necessary for the career I may want?

-What is the job growth in the next 10 years?

-What’s next? Review your career interest results in Pathful

Students – explore 
dozens of career 
options that lead to in 
demand career clusters! 
Narrowing down 
interests is an important 
step prior to college or 
the workplace!







If you completed an Interest Inventory, click on “Interest Lite” and “See Results.”



If you didn’t complete an Interest Inventory, click on “Personality” and “Start Now.”
Once completed, view your results.



2nd - Click on “Explore 
Careers” to review specific 
careers within that cluster. 

1st – Open your ISBE Career 
Guide to page 3 and star your 

top 3 career cluster results 
from Pathful

Once you’ve reached the 
results page…



If you click on the “heart,” it will save those 
careers under “My Matches” in your “My 

Tracker”



Why? To know the educational 
requirements, cost, expected 
entry level, and midpoint salary 
for occupations in your selected 
career cluster in Illinois.

Now let’s explore those 
careers in your ISBE 

CAREER GUIDE
• Go to page 3 and review your 

starred career clusters

• Pick one and go to that page

• Example: 
• Find “Human Services” on page 

3 under “Human and Public 
Services”

• Turn to page 34-35

• Review “In Demand 
Occupations in Illinois”

• Look through the Occupations, 
the education needed for each 
occupation, the median salary 
for those occupations and the 
projected growth over the next 
10 years



Human 
Services
Example Cont.

•Occupations within Cluster:
• School Counselor

• Mental Health Counselor

• Social Worker

• Fitness Trainer

• Cosmetology

•Suggested OTHS Courses:
• Sociology

• Growth and Dev. Of Children

• Personal Wellness

• Family Health Maintenance 

• Human Anatomy & Physiology

Next Steps > talk to your school 
counselor about what classes to 

take that align with YOUR 
selected career cluster!



A Few 
Reminders...

1.  Check your course selections for next 
school year on your Skyward account.

2. Are there any classes at OTHS that you 
could take that match your career results?

3.  Make sure to make all schedule changes to 
your future schedule prior to leaving for 
summer vacation!

4. There are very few dates over the summer 
to change schedules.....Make those changes 
before you leave for summer!!



Visit the School 
Counseling  

Website:
OTHS Sophomore 

Year Resources

https://www.oths.us/academics/schoolcounseling/sophomore-resources
https://www.oths.us/academics/schoolcounseling/sophomore-resources
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