
 
 
 
Dear Incoming Upper School Families, 
  
As we look forward to welcoming you to the Upper School community, we write to you with 
important information regarding your student’s technology needs for their time in Upper School. 
  
All students in grades 9-12 are required to bring a Mac or Windows PC laptop of their choice to 
school for daily use.  Further details and specifications are listed below.  By requiring each student to 
bring a laptop to school for daily use, we are able to establish equitable access to educational and 
academic resources.  Additionally, it is essential that students be able to move seamlessly between 
school and home, using a device that they know (or come to know) and for which they are 
responsible. 
   
Your family may already own a Mac or Windows laptop. Assuming the laptop meets the 
specifications outlined below, there should be no need to purchase a new one.  We do recognize 
that purchasing a laptop is a significant cost to our families, and we have given careful 
consideration to all of these factors when implementing device initiatives. If your family receives 
financial assistance from Bryn Mawr and wants to request support towards purchasing a new 
laptop, please contact Monica Ozuna, Admissions Assistant, at ozunam@brynmawrschool.org. 
  
Should you have any questions regarding laptop use, please email me at 
letrast@brynmawrschool.org 
  
Sincerely, 

  
Thanasi Letras 
Director of Information Technology 

 
 



 
The Bryn Mawr School Laptop Program - FAQs 
Do Upper School students need to purchase a new laptop? 

As long as the laptop is a Mac or PC running Microsoft Windows, and meets the specifications 
recommended below, there should be no need for Upper School students to purchase a new laptop.  
Chromebooks, iPads and other devices do not currently meet the required specifications for Upper School 
students. 

Do Upper School students need any specific software? 

Microsoft Office - Though we are primarily a Google Docs school, there are times when students need the 
additional features of Microsoft Office. Therefore, student laptops should have Microsoft Office installed 
(Word, Excel, and PowerPoint).   

Adobe Creative Suite – Your student may take classes which utilize products in the Adobe Creative Suite 
(Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, Acrobat, etc).   

A free copy of both the Microsoft Office and Adobe Creative Suite will be available to students if needed. If 
your student would like to take advantage of this program once the school year has begun, please have them 
email techsupport@brynmawrschool.org, or visit the student help desk  

Administrative Permissions - Certain tasks, like adding printers and connecting to wifi, may require 
administrative permissions to perform.  If your student is not an administrator on their laptop, please be 
prepared that they will occasionally need to be granted elevated permissions to perform these tasks. 

If you already own a Mac or Windows laptop your student may use it as long as the specifications 
below are met. If you are purchasing a new computer, we recommend following the guidelines under 
“Recommended Specs.” 

Device Required Specs Recommended Specs 

 Option A PC laptop ● Microsoft Windows 11 
● 8 GB RAM 
● Headphones with built-in 
microphone 
● Extended care warranty 

program 
● Security Software Subscription 
(antivirus, antimalware, etc) 

● 16 GB RAM or more 
● Display adapter “dongle” 
for connecting to a projector 

    Option B MacBook Air, 
MacBook Neo, 
or MacBook 
Pro 

● macOS 26 (Tahoe) 
● 8 GB RAM 
● Headphones with built-in 
microphone 
● AppleCare extended warranty 
program 

● 16 GB RAM or more 

● macOS 27 (name TBD) 

● Display adapter “dongle” 
for connecting to a projector 

Either of the above options is acceptable for the Upper School program. 
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