
Maute/Schmunk Middle School Award Program Guidelines 
 
Program Overview 
 
The Maute/Schmunk Middle School Award Program is designed to recognize and 
support outstanding students who demonstrate exemplary citizenship and academic 
performance. This program offers half scholarships to assist with the cost of the 
Shawnee Middle School 8th Grade Trip to Washington, D.C.  
 
Eligibility Criteria 
 
To be eligible for the Maute/Schmunk Middle School Award, students must be a current 
Shawnee MS Seventh Grader (a 2026-2027 Eighth Grader)  and meet the following 
criteria: 
 
1. Good Citizenship 
   - Demonstrates respect for peers, teachers, and school staff. 
   - Shows responsibility and leadership in school and community activities. 
   - Participates in community service or volunteer work. 
    
2. Academic Achievement 
   - Maintains good academic standing. 
   - Consistently performs well in all subjects. 
   - Demonstrates a strong work ethic and commitment to learning. 
 
3. Financial Need (Optional) 
   - Opportunity to express any financial need that may impact the ability to participate in 
the 8th Grade Trip to Washington, D.C. 
   - This information is optional and will be considered confidentially to assist the 
scholarship committee in understanding the applicant’s circumstances. 
 
Application Process 
 
Eligible students are encouraged to apply by submitting the following: 
 
1. Completed Application Form 
    
2. Personal Statement (300-500 words) 
   - Discuss your achievements and involvement in school and community activities. 
   - Highlight any leadership roles or special projects. 



3. Essay Response (300-500 words) 
   - Respond to the following essay question:  
    
     Essay Question:   
*What does good citizenship mean to you, and why is it important in our community? 
Provide examples of how you demonstrate good citizenship and how it can positively 
impact those around you.* 
 
4. Clark-Shawnee Reference/Recommendation 
   - A teacher, counselor, or community leader who can attest to your character and 
achievements. 
 
5. Financial Need Statement (Optional) 
   - A brief statement describing any financial circumstances that may affect your ability 
to participate in the trip. 
 
6. Certification of Scholarship Application 
   - Student and Parent/Guarding Names 
 
 
Submission Guidelines 
 
- Deadline: All applications must be submitted by Thursday, April 30, 2026. 
 
- Submission Method: All applications must be submitted online through the application 
link.  Click here for the Online Application Link 
If your student prefers to submit a handwritten personal statement, essay, and financial 
needs statement, please turn them in to the Middle School office in a sealed envelope 
marked "Maute/Schmunk Scholarship Committee." Your student’s name should be 
written on each page. Please note: if your student submits a handwritten personal 
statement, essay, and financial needs statement, they must still submit the online 
application to be considered for this scholarship.  If you have questions regarding the 
submission process, please contact the Middle School Office at 937.717.2402. 
 
- Format: All applications must be submitted online. Paper statements can be submitted 
in a sealed envelope and must include the applicant's name on each page. 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdg1aB_PM5aayBgtgBCwa6sjEeyexOgZqBZTqVygUJiIFUo1w/viewform


Evaluation Criteria 
 
The scholarship committee will evaluate applications based on the following criteria: 
 
1. Good Citizenship (40%) 
   - Demonstrated through community involvement, leadership, and respect for others. 
    
2. Academic Standing (25%) 
   - Based on academic records and overall scholastic performance. 
    
3. Essay Response (25%) 
   - Clarity, thoughtfulness, and insightfulness of the essay response. 
    
4. Financial Need (10%) 
   - Considered based on the optional financial need statement provided by the 
applicant. 
 
Award Notification 
 
- Notification Date: Recipients will be notified by Monday, May 18, 2026. 
 
Contact Information 
 
For any questions or additional information regarding the Maute/Schmunk Middle 
School Award Program, please contact: 
 
- Scholarship Coordinator: Mr. Devin Spitzer, Shawnee MS Principal 
- Email: Devin.Spitzer@cslocal.org 
- Phone: 937-717-2402​
- Click here for the Online Application Link 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdg1aB_PM5aayBgtgBCwa6sjEeyexOgZqBZTqVygUJiIFUo1w/viewform

