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ABSENTEE
OFFICIAL BALLOT
ANNUAL SCHOOL ELECTION
MERRIMACK, NEW HAMPSHIRE Ve Yl ——
SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK

APRIL 14, 2026

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS

1. To Vote: Completely fill in the oval O to the right of your choice like this: @ . For each office vote for up to the
number of candidates stated in the sentences: “Vote for not more than 1;” or “Vote for up to X;” “X will be elected.”
If you vote for more than the stated number of candidates, your vote for that office will not be counted.

2. To Vote by Write-in: To vote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write in the name of the person
in the “write-in” space and completely fill in the oval O to the right of the “write-in” space like this @ .

FOR SCHOOL BOARD

Vote for not

QUESTIONS

Three Year Term more than 1 Article 2
HARLEY T.HALL O Shall the Merrimack School Board be authorized to accept on behalf of the
- District, without further action by the voters, gifts, legacies and devises of
ALI LASALA (O |personal or real property which may become available to the District during
Writedin O the fiscal year?
(Write-1n) (Majority vote required)
FOR PLANNING & (Recommended by the School Board: Vote 5-0-0)
BUILDING COMMITTEE YES O
Vote for up to 2;
Three Year Term TWO will be elected NO O
TIM GROFF O |Article 3
LAURIE ROTHHAUS (O |Shall the District approve.the cost items included in the collective bargaining
agreement reached between the  Merrimack School Board and the
(Write-in) © | Merrimack Teachers Assaciation which calls for the following net increases in
(Write-in) () |salaries and benefits.at the current staffing levels over the amount paid in the
prior fiscal year:
FOR BUDGET COMMITTEE :
Vote for up to 4; Year Estimated Amount
Three Year Term FOUR will be elected’ 22822;5-2282%; g:]] ’2;3’888
SHANNON RAND O 2028-2029 $1,455,000
PRESTON VILLAVICENCIO O |and further raise and appropriate the sum of $1,319,000 for the current fiscal
KAITLYN BERNIER oy |year, such sum representing the additional costs attributable to the increase
in salaries’ and benefits required by the new agreement over those that
MEGHAN DELYANI (" lwould be paid at the current staffing levels?
PAUL F.MCLAUGHLIN, JR. O |(Majority vote required).
(Recommended by the School Board Vote: 5-0-0).
(Write-in) @ (Recommended by the Budget Committee Vote: 13-0-0).
(Write-in) O YES O
(Write-in) O NO O
(Write-in) O |Article 4

FOR BUDGET COMMITTEE

Vote for not

Shall the District, if Article 3 is defeated, authorize the School Board to call
one special meeting, at its option, to address Article 3 cost items only?

One Year Term more than 1 (Majority vote required).

DAN COAKLEY O [(Recommended by the School Board Vote: 5-0-0).

KEVIN SOUTHWICK O YES O
(Write-in) O NO ©

VOTE BOTH SIDES OF BALLOT
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QUESTIONS CONTINUED

Article 5

(Special Warrant Article) Shall the District raise and appropriate the sum of $150,000 from unencumbered surplus
funds remaining at the end of the fiscal year 2025-2026 to be added to the Roof Reconstruction Capital Reserve
Fund previously established, with said sum to come from the June 30, 2026 fund balance available for transfer on
July 1, 2026, and to furthermore to name the School Board as agents to expend? No amount to be raised from new
taxation.

(Majority vote required)

(Recommended by the School Board. Vote 5-0-0).

(Recommended by the Budget Committee. Vote 12-0-1).

YES O

NO O

Article 6

(Special Warrant Article) Shall the District raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 from unencumbered surplus
funds remaining at the end of the fiscal year 2025-2026 to be added to the School Pavement Reconstruction Capital
Reserve Fund previously established, with said sum to come from the June 30, 2026 fund balance available for
transfer on July 1, 2026, and to furthermore to name the School Board as agents to expend? No amount to be raised
from new taxation.

(Majority vote required)

(Recommended by the School Board. Vote 5-0-0).

(Recommended by the Budget Committee. Vote 12-0-1).

YES O

NO O

Article 7

Shall the District vote to adopt an open enrollment school program, designating Merrimack High School, only, as an
open enroliment school pursuant to RSA 194-D, and set a maximum enrollment of 5 non-resident students from
outside Merrimack to attend Merrimack High School as provided in RSA 194-D:4, with 100% of its eligible resident
pupils permitted to attend Merrimack High School, and further to_limit the percentage of preschool through 12th
grade Merrimack School District students who may attend open enrollment schools located outside the Merrimack
School District to 0% of its resident pupils?

(Majority vote required).

(Recommended by the School Board Vote: 5-0-0).

YES O

NO O

Article 8

(By Petition) Shall we call on our legislators to protect taxpayers by requiring the Education Freedom Account
program to provide fiscal and educational performance reports comparable to those required of public schools, and
by limiting eligibility to families with demonstrated financial need?

YES O

NO O

The average cost-per-pupil for the preceding year as calculated in accordance with RSA
189:75, I(a) is $23,849.
ELA Proficiency: 60%, Math Proficiency: 46%, Science Proficiency: 38%

Article 9

Shall the District raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by special warrant
articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as
amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling $96,917,871? (Should this article be
defeated, the default budget shall be $96,964,324 which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required
by previous action of the District or by law, or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with
RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only)?

(Majority vote required).

(Recommended by the School Board Vote: 5-0-0).

(Recommended by the Budget Committee Vote: 12-0-0).

YES O

NO O

VOTE BOTH SIDES OF BALLOT
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