
American Studies:  The American Dream  
Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED GOALS: 
 
Competencies: 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze historical 
evidence in order to evaluate the influence and impact of 
perspective.  

• Students will demonstrate the ability to evaluate causal 
relationships in order to analyze change and continuity over 
time. 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to synthesize from 
multiple interpretations and perspectives in order to analyze 
its overall structure and meaning.   

• Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze arguments, 
recognizing unstated assumptions and the effects of logical 
fallacies and rhetoric, in order to evaluate their effectiveness. 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to communicate 
information, ensuring that the most significant and relevant 
facts build upon one another, in order to share new 
knowledge. 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to narrate a story by 
building a particular tone and outcome in order to develop 
real or imagined experiences. 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully 
and effectively by strategically making decisions about 
content, language use, and discourse style. 

Content Standards: 
• RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 

• RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a 
text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

• RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author's choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or 
drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 

• RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
(Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to make informed decisions based 
upon chronological reasoning and historical perspective.    

Meaning 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  
Students will understand that… 
• history is interpretive; and people construct 

different accounts of the same event, which are 
shaped by their perspectives—their ideas, attitudes, 
and beliefs.  

• no historical event or development occurs in a 
vacuum; each one has prior conditions and causes, 
and each one has consequences. 

• chronological reasoning requires wrestling with 
issues of causality, significance, context, and 
perspective. 

• economic decision making involves setting goals, 
identifying the resources available to achieve those 
goals, and weighing the additional benefit of an 
action against the additional cost.  

• when buyers and sellers interact in well-functioning, 
competitive markets, prices are determined that 
reflect the relative scarcity of the goods and services 
in the market.  

• changes in the amounts and qualities of human 
capital, physical capital, and natural resources 
influence current and future economic conditions 
and standards of living.  

• effective readers use a variety of strategies to make 
sense of key ideas and details presented in a text. 

• analyzing texts for structure, purpose, and viewpoint 
allows a reader to gain insight and strengthen 
understanding. 

• to gain keener insight into the integration of 
knowledge and ideas, effective readers analyze and 
evaluate content, reasoning, and claims in diverse 
formats. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
• What is the American Dream and is it 

achievable? 
• What role should government play in resolving 

a nation’s social and economic crises? 
 



• RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to 
structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to 
begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact. 

• RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view 
requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from 
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 
understatement). 

• RL.11-12.7 Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, 
or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or 
recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by 
Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.) 

• RL.11-12.9 Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of 
American literature, including how two or more texts from the 
same period treat similar themes or topics. 

• RI.11-12.1  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 

• RI.11-12.2  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to 
provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

• RI.11-12.3  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of 
events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events 
interact and develop over the course of the text.  

• RI.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines 
the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text 
(e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• RI.11-12.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a 
text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing 
how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness 
or beauty of the text. 

•  RI.11-12.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in different media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address 
a question or solve a problem. 

• RI.11-12.8 Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. 
texts, including the application of constitutional principles and 
use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority 
opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and 
arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, 
presidential addresses). 

•  RI.11-12.9 Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-
century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary 
significance (including The Declaration of Independence, the 
Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln's 
Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and 

• producing clear ideas as a writer involves selecting 
appropriate style and structure for an audience and 
is strengthened through revision and technology 

• writing should be purposefully focused, detailed, 
organized, and sequenced in a way that clearly 
communicates the ideas to the reader. 

 
Acquisition 

Students will know…  
• that cultural systems, whether myth or reality, are 

impacted by, and have an impact upon, the 
economy, politics, technology, and the social 
behaviors of its citizens. 

• that 20th century American literature reveals the 
triumphs and struggles people faced at the time, 
along with the inequity of attaining and maintaining 
the American Dream. 

• that 20th century American literature provides an 
understanding of the changing American culture and 
zeitgeist. 

• that during a national crisis, the government has the 
ability to help or hinder the process of recovery for 
its individuals and society as a whole. 

• that, due to the Russian Revolution, many 
Americans feared that a similar revolution might 
occur in the United States, causing what is known as  
the Red Scare. 

• that during the prosperous 1920s, the automobile 
industry and other industries flourished, which 
increased the standard of living in the United States. 

• that Americans experienced cultural conflicts as 
customs and values change in the United States 
during the 1920s. 

• that the mass media, movies, and spectator sports 
played important roles in the popular culture of the 
1920s. 

• that African-American ideas, politics, art, literature, 
and music flourished in Harlem and elsewhere in the 
United States 

• that economic problems affecting industries, 
farmers, and consumers led to the Great 
Depression. 

• that dreams of wealth led people to take risks in the 

Students will be skilled at…  
• selecting textual evidence based on evaluation of its 

strength, completeness, and relevance to the 
analysis of a literary text.  

• using a critical lens (e.g., philosophical, biographical) 
or secondary sources to interpret a literary text and 
draw conclusions about the text’s meaning and/or 
significance.  

• analyzing how themes develop and how multiple 
themes interact. 

• objectively summarizing how themes interact and 
build on one another in a complex literary text.  

• analyzing development of characters as revealed 
through different means such as the use of 
narration, dialogue, archetypes, and character foils, 
and analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
about characters such as how to introduce or 
develop them.  

• analyzing characters’ depth and contribution to the 
narrative, and evaluate whether the characters’ 
portrayal affects the quality of a literary work.  

• analyzing how the author’s plot choices give insight 
to the meaning, theme, or message of the text.  

• analyzing the impact of the author’s choices about 
setting (e.g., how does the setting enable, focus, 
enhance or restrict the possibilities of the 
narrative?) 

• applying appropriate strategies with sophistication 
and independence including a broad array of context 
clues such as conjunctive and subordinate clauses, a 
variety of general or specialized reference material, 
and knowledge of etymology to determine, clarify, 
or gain greater understanding of the correct usage 
and nuances in meanings of general academic words 
and phrases in grade-appropriate literary texts. 



rhetorical features. 
• W.11-12.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 

and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content. 

• W.11-12.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event sequences. 

• W.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  

• W.11-12.5  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.  

• W.11-12.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or shared writing products in 
response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 
information. 

• His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and developments 
were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as 
well as broader historical contexts. 

• His.2.9-12. Analyze change and continuity in historical eras. 
• His.3.9-12. Use questions generated about individuals and 

groups to assess how the significance of their actions changes 
over time and is shaped by the historical context. 

• His.4.9-12. Analyze complex and interacting factors that 
influenced the perspectives of people during different 
historical eras. 

• His.5.9-12. Analyze how historical contexts shaped and 
continue to shape people’s perspectives. 

• His.6.9-12. Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those 
writing history shaped the history that they produced. 

• His.7.9-12. Explain how the perspectives of people in the 
present shape interpretations of the past. 

• His.8.9-12. Analyze how current interpretations of the past are 
limited by the extent to which available historical sources 
represent perspectives of people at the time. 

• His.9.9-12. Analyze the relationship between historical sources 
and the secondary interpretations made from them. 

• His.10.9-12. Detect possible limitations in various kinds of 
historical evidence and differing secondary interpretations. 

• His.11.9-12. Critique the usefulness of historical sources for a 
specific historical inquiry based on their maker, date, place of 
origin, intended audience, and purpose. 

• His.12.9-12. Use questions generated about multiple historical 
sources to pursue further inquiry and investigate additional 
sources. 

• His.13.9-12. Critique the appropriateness of the historical 
sources used in a secondary interpretation. 

• His.14.9-12. Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects 
of events in the past. 

• His.15.9-12. Distinguish between long-term causes and 
triggering events in developing a historical argument. 

stock market but when the market prices fell, 
panicked investors sold their shares, thereby 
crashing the market. 

• that the stock market crash had a ripple effect on 
banks and business, leading to a spike in 
unemployment and homelessness. 

• that the Great Depression brought suffering of many 
kinds and degrees to people from all walks of life. 

• that President Hoover tried to halt Depression and 
restore confidence in the American public, but his 
actions were ineffective. 

• that President Roosevelt created the New Deal, 
which extended federal aid and stimulated the 
nation’s economy. 

• that, during Roosevelt’s second term, additional 
measures were passed to boost the economy (AAA, 
WPA, Wagner Act, and Social Security Act). 

• of the following key players, places, events, and/or 
ideas 
o Scopes trial, Babe Ruth, Charles A. Lindbergh, 

F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Zora 
Neala Hurston, Louis Armstrong, Duke 
Ellington, Bessie Smith, Black Tuesday, Great 
Depression, Dow Jones, Dust Bowl, Herbert 
Hoover, Boulder Dam, Federal Home Loan 
Bank Act, New Deal, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Wagner Act, Social Security Act 

 
vocabulary:  scientific management, initiative, 
referendum,  suffrage, conservation, imperialism, open 
door policy, militarism, convoy system, conscientious 
objector, mechanized warfare, reparations, anarchist, 
quota system, urban sprawl, installment plan, 
speakeasy, bootlegger, fundamentalism, flapper, credit, 
speculation, shantytown, soup kitchen,  bread line, 
direct relief, rugged individualism, buying on margin 

• evaluating the cumulative connotative impact of a 
word or phrase on meaning and tone over the 
course of a literary text. 

• analyzing how an author’s word choices (e.g., 
imagery, figurative language, word play with 
multiple-meaning words, and other devices) are 
used in literary text to create a response (e.g., 
emotional, intellectual in the reader as well as to 
contribute to the meaning and aesthetic quality of 
the text.  

• analyzing complex text with an unconventional 
organization structure (e.g., reverse chronology) to 
determine how the author’s choices impact the text 
as a whole. 

• analyzing how structural choices made from parts of 
a text (e.g., story beginning in medias res or having a 
comedic or tragic resolution; the final quatrain of a 
villanelle) affect the work’s overall meaning and 
aesthetics. 

• analyzing how the author develops the narrator’s or 
character’s point of view, and explain how the 
author’s viewpoint differs from the narrator’s or 
speaker’s (e.g., unreliable narrator, irony) 

• comparing and contrast multiple interpretations of a 
story, drama, or poem, analyzing and evaluating 
how each version interprets the source text (e.g., 
discuss the similarities and differences between 
Kenneth Branagh’s and Frank Zeffirelli’s 
interpretations of Hamlet) 

• comparing and contrasting the ideas or themes in 
literary texts (e.g., foundational works of American 
literature to the cultural, political, intellectual, and 
social influences of their time, and analyze how 
social factors of the historical period affect works of 
fiction.  

• selecting textual evidence based on evaluation of its 
strength, completeness, and relevance to the 
analysis of an informational text, noting where the 
text leaves matters uncertain. 

• drawing conclusions about the meaning and 
significance of an informational text based on 
analysis and evaluation of evidence from the text or 
from secondary sources to support conclusions. 



• His.16.9-12. Integrate evidence from multiple relevant 
historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned 
argument about the past. 

• His.17.9-12. Critique the central arguments in secondary works 
of history on related topics in multiple media in terms of their 
historical accuracy. 

• Civ.8.9-12. Evaluate social and political systems in different 
contexts, times, and places, that promote civic virtues and 
enact democratic principles. 

• Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of 
personal interests and perspectives on the application of civic 
virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights, and human 
rights. 

• Eco.1.9-12. Analyze how incentives influence choices that may 
result in policies with a range of costs and benefits for different 
groups. 

• Eco.2.9-12. Use marginal benefits and marginal costs to 
construct an argument for or against an approach or solution 
to an economic issue. 

• Eco.6.9-12. Generate possible explanations for a government 
role in markets when market inefficiencies exist. 

• Eco.7.9-12. Use benefits and costs to evaluate the 
effectiveness of government policies to improve market 
outcomes. 

• Eco.8.9-12. Describe the possible consequences, both intended 
and unintended, of government policies to improve market 
outcomes. 

• Eco.12.9-12. Evaluate the selection of monetary and fiscal 
policies in a variety of economic conditions. 

 

• summarizing a complex informational text 
objectively and accurately, making clear the 
relationships between key details and central ideas. 

• analyzing summaries of grade-level or higher 
informational texts to determine the main ideas and 
identify relevant details (e.g., analyze an abstract to 
determine if an article will be useful). 

• analyzing the development of multiple central ideas 
in an informational text. 

• explaining and interpret the thesis or central idea of 
a complex informational or technical text and how it 
is supported and developed. 

• analyzing a complex set of ideas or sequence of 
events to explain relationships including how ideas, 
individuals, or events interact and develop (e.g., 
contributing factors, degrees of influence). 

• applying appropriate strategies with sophistication 
and independence including a broad array of context 
clues such as conjunctive and subordinate clauses, a 
variety of general or specialized reference material, 
and knowledge of etymology to determine, clarify or 
gain greater understanding of the correct usage and 
nuances in meaning of general academic and 
content-area-specific words and phrases in grade 
appropriate informational texts. 

• evaluating the cumulative connotative impact of a 
word or phrase on the meaning and tone over the 
course of an informational text. 

• analyzing an author’s use of language including how 
an author uses and refines the meaning of key terms 
over the course of an informational text (e.g., 
faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• analyzing how the author’s style, tone, diction, and 
rhetorical devices further or detract from the 
author’s purpose or viewpoint. 

• analyzing how the author uses language to achieve 
aesthetic and rhetorical effects (e.g., an appeal to 
pathos through a particular image). 

• analyzing an author’s values, beliefs, and 
assumptions (e.g., philosophical, political), which 
may be directly stated or implied. 

• analyzing the use of persuasive techniques and 
rhetorical devices, evaluate how they might affect 



the reader, and recognize when techniques are 
misused.analyzing and critique how the author’s use 
of language, organizational structures, techniques, 
and rhetorical devices further or detract from the 
author’s purpose or viewpoint. 

• analyzing and evaluate supported and unsupported 
opinions, assertions, and inferences in a text, 
understanding that assertions or claims are not 
considered facts even if based on evidence. 

• delineating and evaluate an argument’s validity, 
impact, logic, evidence, completeness, response to 
counterarguments, and general appeal, citing 
evidence from the text. 

• analyzing and evaluating multiple sources of 
information presented in different formats and 
apply findings toward answering discipline-specific 
questions and solving problems. 

• analyzing different forms of argument such as 
argument by analogy, causation, authority, emotion 
and logic. 

• analyzing use of logical fallacies (e.g., appeals to pity 
or common opinion, personal attack, doublespeak, 
false dichotomy, false causality, red herring, straw 
man, false assumption, caricature, loaded terms, 
leading questions, overgeneralization, bandwagon 
effect, non sequitur, circular logic, hasty 
generalization) in arguments, persuasive material, 
and formal and informal debates; analyze their 
effects on the text and reader; and explain why 
fallacies are not valid forms of reasoning. 

• analyzing the author’s values, beliefs, and 
assumptions (e.g., philosophical, political), which 
may be directly stated or implied in an argument. 

• analyzing the similarities and differences in style 
(e.g., formal, informal, conversational, scholarly, 
journalistic, poetic) and purpose (e.g., to convince, 
to rebut, to entertain, to critique, to inform) or 
informational texts, and analyze their treatment of 
themes and use of rhetorical devices. 

• writing informative/explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of 



content. 
• writing narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

• producing  clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• developing and strengthening writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

• using technology to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 
information. 

• evaluating the context in which historical events 
occurred. 

• analyzing change and continuity over time.   
• analyzing cause and effect relationships.   
• analyzing the factors that influence the changing 

perspectives of people throughout time.    
• analyzing the influence of context on perspective.   
• analyzing the influence of perspective on the 

historical record.   
• explaining how present perspectives influence 

interpretations of history.   
• analyzing the limitations and usefulness of historical 

sources  
• analyzing the relationship between primary and 

secondary sources.   
• evaluating the limitations of primary and secondary 

sources.   
• evaluating monetary and fiscal policies.   

 
Content Area Literacy Standards 21st Century Skills 
 
not applicable 

 
 
 

• solve problems 
• think creatively 
• apply technology effectively 
• adapt to change 

 
 



  



 

 

Stage 2 - Evidence 
Evaluative Criteria Assessment Evidence 
 PERFORMANCE TASK(S):  

 
 OTHER EVIDENCE:  

 
 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 

 
 
 
 

Language Arts Integration Mathematics Integration 

• 1.OA.1  Use  
 
 

 
 

 

• 1.OA.1  Use  
 
 

 
 

 
Technology Integration District Materials 

• 1.OA.1  Use  
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