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Hello Roosevelt Friends and Families!

e Good day, and thank you for taking the time to read
our school newsletter. We are proud of our school,
the staff, and the students. Roosevelt is a great
place to learn and work. Each day we strive to be
the BEST school we can be; so thank you for sending
your child to us and thank you for your support. We
appreciate you!

e Thank you for attending conferences last month. If
you'd like additional time with your teacher, please reach out.

Upcoming Events:
* Thurs. April 9th: Title I Reading and Math Family Night 5:00-7:00

Dinner: 5:00 - 6:15 pm
Activities: 5:00 - 7:00 pm Bingo-4-Books & Math & Reading games/activities to make &
take home

* Thurs. April 23rd: 2026-27 Kindergarten Registration 4:30-6:00
Parents are encouraged to come by last name/time:
If your name starts with:
o A-I please come at 4:30-5:00
e J-R please come at 5:00-5:30
e S-Z please come at 5:30-6:00

MN Comprehensive Assessments (MCA's):
The MCAs are coming in April and May for all 3rd, 4th, and 5th-grade students. All three
grades are testing in Reading and Math, and 5th grade is also tested in Science.
Information about the tests can be accessed at:
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/tests/index.htm - MN Dept of Ed testing information
https://mn.mypearsonsupport.com/readiness-tools/ - Practice site for students

- 6o to the bottom left and select Paper SRTS (Student Readiness Tools)

Paper SATS

The paper SRTs provide practice materials for in each grade-level ping who are taking the
MCA using 12-point, 18-point, and 24-point paper test materials, Braille test materials will be available to
order starting winter 2025,

Grades 3-5 Reading MCA Paper SRT ~
Grades 6-10 Reading MCA Paper SRT ¥
Grades 3-4 Mathematics MCA Paper SRT ¥
Grades 5-6 Mathematics MCA Paper SRT ~
Grades 7-8 Mathematics MCA Paper SRT ¥
Grade 11 Mathematics MCA Paper SRT ¥

All Grades Science MCA Paper SRT ~



These tests are important to us as they compare how our students perform based upon the
MN State Standards (Common Core), which serve as our curricular focus areas. The tests
can ‘tell’ a lot about a school, and compare us to other schools in the state of MN. What
these tests don't measure are things like how committed the teachers are to the students
every day, how hard the students work, the kindness they display, and how much they care
about their learning and their school. There is a positive, CAN DO attitude here at
Roosevelt, one that can be seen and felt every day...not always seen and felt in a test.

Test Preparation Tips For Children and Parents @ home:

Tip #1: Make attendance a priority, especially on days when you know standardized
testing will be administered or there is a test in the classroom.

Tip #2: Look in your child's backpack and or binder daily. There is often daily work being
sent home in subjects like science, social studies, and math. Look them over and ask about
that work with your child.

Tip #3: Avoid pressuring your child and encourage them. Few children want to fail, and
most will try their hardest to do well.

Tip #4: Set a reasonable bedtime and stick to it. Many parents underestimate the
importance of a rested mind and body. Tired children have difficulty focusing and are
easily flustered by challenges.

Tip #5 Make sure your child has enough time to wake up fully before he has to go to
school. Just as rest is important, so is having enough time to get his or her brain engaged
and in gear.

Tip #6: Provide a high-protein, healthy, low-sugar breakfast for your child. Kids learn
better on full stomachs, but if their stomachs are full of sugary, heavy foods that will
make them sleepy or slightly queasy, it's not much better than an empty stomach.

Tip #7: When your child is taking a test(s), please talk to your child about how the test
went, what he did well, and what he would have done differently. Think of it as a
mini-debriefing or brainstorming session. You can talk about test-taking strategies after
the fact as easily as beforehand.

Thank YOU for your support. It is only ina partnership that we can be the best

for your child(ren). Please reach out to me if I can be of assistance at
lockhart|@willmar k12 .mn.us or 231-8474

Lori Lockhart, Principal
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Pre K:

Happy Spring! We are hoping for a beautiful April. Our study this month will be
learning about signs and roads. This is a great time to talk with your children about
signs you see in our town. Ask your child to count the number of stop signs on your
way to the store, can they tell you some of the letters on yard signs, store signs, and
road signs. Point out the letters or numbers on packages. Signs we see in the
environment are some of the first words they will recognize. | bet they all know what
their favorite cereal or treat looks like! Now just be intentional about asking them to
name the letters and numbers!

Kinder:

It's Spring! We are so excited about getting outside a little bit more and some warmer
days upon us! In math we are wrapping up our addition and subtraction unit. We
focus on adding and subtracting within 10 and understanding that numbers can be
broken apart and put back together to create new numbers. We made friends "Gus
the Plus" and "Linus the Minus" to understand math symbols! In literacy we are in the
midst of our "America, Then and Now" unit. We are learning a lot about life in the
past and important people in our country's history. We are also learning about
digraphs (sh, th, ch) in phonics and, as always, continue to practice reading and
writing our letters and basic CVC (and beyond!) words. Please continue to listen to
your child read their paper decodables we send home each week. What readers we
have! Be on the lookout for some fun spring days including field day and field trips in
May!

1st Grade:

Hello Families, and welcome to April! This is sure to be a busy month of learning and
fun! In math we will be wrapping up our unit on Time (to the hour and half-hour), and
will begin learning about Money (pennies, nickels, and dimes)! In reading, we will be
learning all about the physical power of wind through literary and nonfiction texts.
We will also do a mini-research project about hurricanes. This month we will practice
our safety drills so we know what to expect if there are weather threats and/or fire.
As always, please keep an eye on the weather (and mud!) and send your child with
the appropriate clothing - backpacking an extra set of clothes is a good idea this time
of year in case we get wet/muddy at recess. If you do send extra clothes, please label
them in case they are found in the hallway. We're excited for this month with your
child!
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2nd Grade:

Happy April! Thank you for coming to conferences in March. We value the opportunity
to meet and discuss your child’s progress in second grade. It is officially spring! In
reading this month, we are learning about Civil Rights in Module 3. We are also
practicing asking and answering questions and identifying the point of view in a text.
In math, second graders are working on gathering information from graphs and charts
as well as the foundations of multiplication in arrays and repeated addition. This
month in writing we are working on writing a how to project. This month there is a
family night at Roosevelt and we hope to see you there! Thank you so much for
partnering with us to help your child learn and grow!

3rd Grade:

Hello Roosevelt Families! Welcome to a bright and busy April! MCA’s are coming up
fast and we will soon begin preparing for them. This means that your students have
been working hard all year to practice their skills in both Literacy and Math. During
state testing, students continue to have instruction in Phonics, morphology, as well as
their Content-based subjects, as regular. We are looking forward to planning our field
trip and end of the year activities. Stay tuned for information on those.

4th Grade:

WOW!! We cannot believe it is already April and the start of Term Four!! As we are in
our final term of fourth grade it is important to note that these next two months get
very busy. We will do our best to keep you updated on all of the things happening
here at Roosevelt and in fourth grade.

One important item is our MCA test that will happen this month. When preparing for
the state assessment, we ask students to eat a healthy breakfast in the morning, take
their time on the test, and show their work. Most importantly, slow down and do their
very best.

In between testing, we will continue to learn about the Redcoats and the American
Revolution in our reading curriculum. In math, we will be starting our Quadrilaterals
unit, and that will take us up through April. As always, even though it is Spring, we
need to be mindful of the weather and the appropriate outdoor gear for recess.
Thanks for all you do at home to help our child be successful here at Roosevelt
School!
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5th Grade:

Hello from 5th grade! April is MCA month for us here and we are excited! We will be
taking the Math, Reading, and Science MCAs this month. Please encourage your child
to get a good night sleep, eat breakfast, and especially try their hardest each day of
MCA testing. We have been working hard all year and want them to show what they
know! As we get into the last part of the school year, we will spend much of our time
in reading class, talking about the Civil War and how it affected boys and girls of those
times. In math we will be focusing on data analysis as well as going back to priority
benchmarks to make sure students are solid in those before going off to middle
school!

Music:
In Music class this month we are working on singing and playing instruments for our

upcoming performances! See dates below.

*Kindergarten is improvising sounds in response to cues, and composing with those
sounds.

*1st Grade is composing 4 beat melodies using the notes So and M.

*2nd Grade is performing music with and for others with good posture, calm bodies,
and a happy expression.

*In 3rd Grade we are organizing musical patterns into longer musical phrases
(sentences) using notation (written symbols).

*In 4th and 5th Grade we are learning about music from various cultures and sharing
our own cultures with one another.

Upcoming Performance to add to your calendar!

2nd-3rd Grade Songfest &
Thursday, April 30th, 2026, 10:00am
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STEM:
Grade K: Animal and Plant Needs
Grade 1: Growing Plants
Grade 2: Land and Water Relationships
Grade 3: Plant and Animal Structure by ©
Grade 4: Earth Resources ! > 7
Grade 5: Energy and the Environment S 1 E M
EL:

Supporting Language Learning at Home

Families play a big role in helping children become strong readers, writers, and
speakers. If your family speaks more than one language, that is a wonderful gift! The
best way to support your child is to use the language you feel most comfortable
speaking at home.

Simple, everyday moments make a big difference. You can talk about what you are
cooking, discuss your day, read books together, tell family stories, sing songs, or ask
your child to explain their thinking. All of these activities help build strong language
skills.

The skills children learn in one language help them in other languages, too. When you
encourage your child to share their ideas in any language, you are building their

confidence and creating a strong foundation for success in school.
«let the games+

LTV

Please make sure your student has gym-appropriate shoes
each day for physical education. No Crocs or sandals.

May 12th K- 3rd Grade Field Day
Kinder & 1st Grade 9:00 to 11:00AM Roosevelt Field
2nd & 3rd Grade 12:30 — 2:30PM Roosevelt Field

May 20th 4th & 5t Grade Field Day
4th Grade 9:00-11:00AM Hodapp Field
5th Grade 12:30-2:30PM Hodapp Field
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This month, Roosevelt is focusing on Perseverance—a big word that means pushing
yourself to keep trying, even when things get tough. Whether it is a tricky math
problem, learning a new sport, or practicing an instrument, perseverance is the
"superpower" that helps us reach our goals

Perseverance

For Roosevelt students, perseverance isn't about grand gestures; it's about how they
handle everyday hurdles:

Staying with a Task: Continuing to work on a difficult assignment instead of quitting.
Trying New Strategies: If one way doesn't work, try a different approach until it does.
Bouncing Back: Learning from mistakes and seeing them as "clues" rather than
failures.

Asking for Help: Recognizing when you are stuck and seeking guidance to move
forward.

Thank you for sharing your children with us each day. We have enjoyed seeing them
in their classrooms, cafeteria and recess. They are growing, playing and learning every
day! We want every child to thrive at school and we are here to help. Please reach
out to us if you have any questions or concerns.

Thank you,

Cheryl Bosch, School Social Worker (3rd-5th Grade) ext. 7573
boschc@willmar.k12.mn.us

Katie Sordahl, School Counselor (PreK-2nd Grade) ext. 7628
sordahlk@willmar.k12.mn.us

Bri Carlson, School Social Worker ext. 7629 carlsonb@willmar.k12.mn.us

Amel Dayib, School Social Work Intern ext. 7573 dayiba@willmar.k12.mn.us

% 3k ok sk ok sk sk ok ok ok sk sk sk sk 3k ok sk ok ok sk sk sk ok 5k ok sk sk kok ok ok




