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Monthly Communications Insights

PCSD 25 Social Media At a Glance

12,532 1,448 666

108,962 39 465 14

Followers Followers Subscribers 

Views Shares Interactions Net Follows

2,656
Video Views

YouTube

As of March 11, 2026
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February 10, 2026
Regular Board Meeting
107 views

March 10, 2026
Board Work Session
53 views
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Top Performing
Posts

112

February 27, 2026

Kindergarten Starts Here.

For nearly 140 years, families in
Pocatello and Chubbuck have
trusted PCSD 25 to provide a safe,
supportive, high-quality education.
Kindergarten registration opens
March 20.

You Belong Here. 

Read the full post
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4,269Views

March 4, 2026

Excellence You Can Trust.

Did you know PCSD 25 has:

Proven achievement – PCSD 25
ranks consistently among Idaho’s
highest achieving districts
91% teacher retention rate
(highest among Idaho’s large
districts)
Award-winning educators

Strong foundations begin in
Kindergarten. 

Registration opens March 20.

 Learn more

Read the full post

Top Content By Views: Last 28 Days

3,218Reach

3,959Views

2,755Reach

Engagement

104Clicks

141Clicks

251Reactions

36.9%Non-
followers

189Engagement

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Thx3VDac6/
https://www.sd25.us/enroll-today
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1H9S1DaTjU/


STEM UP Promo Video
https://youtu.be/HpScvv5AkX0

Impressions:

In the last 28 days (February 11 to March 10,
2026),  the channel reached 838 new viewers.

This is a significant increase of about 35%
compared to the previous 28-day period. New
viewers accounted for approx. 72.5% of our
total audience during this time.
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2.7kTotal Channel Views:

56.6 hours
Monthly Audience: 1.2K
Total Watch Time:

29.7K
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Most Watched Video -
YouTube
Top Content By Views: Last 28 Days

295Unique Views

3.7 HoursWatch Time

Impressions 324

ANALYTICS 

CHANNEL REACH
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EVERY DAY MATTERS

March 2026
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Kindergarten Enrollment
Marketing Campaign
2026–27 School Year

19 Confirmed Contacts

17 Qualified Leads

2 
Unqualified

Leads

67 Leads*

Enrollment Website: https://www.sd25.us/enroll-today

PRELIMINARY CAMPAIGN RESULTS

INSIGHTS
Preliminary data is compared to 0 leads this at the same point in the
campaign last year

We’ll be watching how those leads convert to confirmed enrollments

U.L. examples: Not age 5
Do not live in PCSD 25
boundaries, etc.

CAMPAIGN OUTLOOK: WHAT’S AHEAD

Educator Op-Ed Series (March 14, 21 & 28): Guest columns published in the
Idaho State Journal and district webssite highlighting neighborhood schools
and classroom impact.

Campaign Metrics: Ongoing tracking of enrollment inquiries, kindergarten
registration, website traffic, and social media engagement.

Community Storytelling: Continued promotion of learner and educator
successes across district and media channels to reinforce the “You Belong
Here” message.

https://www.sd25.us/enroll-today
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TESTIMONIALS
Family Voices: Belonging in Action
Community validation of enrollment and retention strategy

Read the full slate of testimonials HERE

Our autistic son has 

absolutely thrived…

 PCSD 25 encourages him to rise 

to his potential while meeting him

where he’s at.

 — Cheyenne Miller, Wilcox

Indian Hills isn’t just a school 

to our family;

It’s a community that made 

learning, and our peace of mind,

possible again.

 — Adrienne Scott – Indian Hills

Special Education Success
Homeschool to Public Return

We continue to choose PCSD 25
because of its strong commitment to

learners as individuals.
Gate City makes our family feel

welcomed, valued, and connected 
as an international family.
 — Celal Perihan – Gate City

International Family Perspective

Transitioning from a private school to

a public school can be a scary process,

but Indian Hills has been awesome.

Everyone has made our child

 feel super welcome.

 — Ashley Carey – Indian Hills

Private to Public Transition

Long-Term Multi-Child Family

In our 24 years living in Pocatello, we’ve raised five children who have all attended PCSD 25. 
Principals and teachers truly care about each learner’s growth and success, creating a supportive,
welcoming environment where children are challenged and encouraged academically and personally.
— LaChere Vawdrey – Gate City

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1chZ8f5Ch0vdyS1LKKxhZ7taGHyYo3ivy/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=108097968370434476438&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Federal Digital Accessibility Update

Overview

The district is preparing for updated federal digital accessibility requirements that
apply to all state and local governments, including public school districts. These
requirements establish a clear compliance timeline and focus on ensuring that digital
content is accessible to all users.

This is not a new initiative initiated by the district; it is a federal requirement that
applies nationwide. Much of the work involves small adjustments to how digital
content is created and shared moving forward.

Importantly, the regulations focus on future-facing practices rather than
retroactively modifying all previously published materials. Archived content and pre-
existing social media posts are exempt from the requirements. While platforms such
as Google Sites are not inherently non-compliant, content created by individual staff
members still carries accessibility responsibilities.

Implementation will occur through a phased approach, with guidance and support
provided across the district. Compliance is a shared responsibility, and the district is
beginning to align practices now to ensure readiness within the federal timeline.

Small Steps, Big Wins

The district is already well-positioned due to strong systems and existing
communication processes. This work primarily involves refining current practices
and ensuring consistency across platforms.

Current strengths include:
The district website maintains a 98 accessibility score
Finalsite includes built-in accessibility monitoring tools
Centralized communication processes already help reduce risk and improve
consistency
Implementation of standardized accessible email signatures
A digital flyer policy, including text included in message bodies, alternative text
on images, and properly structured documents

Further steps to strengthen accessibility practices include:
ADA-compliant newsletter templates within Finalsite
Reinforcing simple best practices such as descriptive links, proper headings, and
avoiding image-only content

These actions represent a structured, phased approach focused on manageable
improvements that strengthen both compliance and equitable access to district
information.
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America Through the Eyes 
of our Learners

Participation Flyer

KEY DATES

Planning Committee Meeting:
Monday, March 16, 3:30 p.m.
Entry Deadline: March 20, 2026
Judging Period: Early April
Public Exhibition & Awards: 

     First Friday Art Walk
     May 1, 2026 | 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.    
     Pocatello High School, Palace Gym

Fine Arts Competition

Planning Committee Meeting Agenda

https://drive.google.com/file/d/161nK6nmZzjKMmEGxRK-KwR60xrGc5QmL/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dTTDNedLsC47oi6vdc9SYMtoIRdW1nZn/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=108097968370434476438&rtpof=true&sd=true


Terry Perkins Educational Scholarship
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APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
Deadline extended to March 16
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54

https://www.sd25.us/district/sd25-education-foundation/scholarship
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IDAHO GIVES 2026

$5,000 Match from Lookout Credit Union

CAMPAIGN GOALS

Increase community participation in supporting local classrooms,
teachers, and learners across PCSD 25.

Unlock the $5,000 matching gift from Lookout Credit Union to
maximize the impact of donations.

Expand awareness of the SD25 Education Foundation and the
programs it supports, including classroom innovation grants and
learner opportunities.

Engage Foundation board of directors and community partners in
promoting the campaign and encouraging peer-to-peer support.

Increase PCSD 25 staff support through payroll deduction -
encourage staff participation with annual raffle prize giveaways.

https://www.sd25.us/district/sd25-education-foundation/idahogives


MEDIA LINKS
Appendix

Links to articles from February 10 through March 9, 2026
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A PUBLICATION OF THE IDAHO SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATIONA PUBLICATION OF THE IDAHO SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION
SLATESLATE		

WINTER . 2026WINTER . 2026

In This Issue:In This Issue:
• Keeping Our Foot on the Gas

• Abuse Prevention
• Public Records

• ISBA Annual Convention Recap
• Why Accessible Reading Matters

• See You at Day on the Hill

DEVELOPINGDEVELOPING

New Year, New YouNew Year, New You
GROWINGGROWING  
YOURYOUR
LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP
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CTE - POCATELLO/CHUBBUCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 25

Portneuf Valley Technical Education & Career Campus: 

A Model for Idaho’s Future 
Workforce Readiness

At the Portneuf Valley Technical Education and Career Campus 
(PV-TEC), learners don’t just show up for class — they show up 
for their future. Before the first bell rings, the hallways buzz with 
activity as high school learners arrive early, ready to engage, 
collaborate, and refine the skills that will shape their careers.

That commitment is no accident. The PV-TEC team has built a 
professional culture that mirrors the expectations of the industries 
learners are preparing to enter. Attendance isn’t just about being 
present — it’s about showing up on time, being accountable, and 
taking ownership of one’s goals.

“They’re just excited to be here,” said Rhonda Naftz, principal of 
PV-TEC. “They’ve found their community of friends who share 
the same dreams and aspirations, and they’ve embraced the 
professionalism that comes with being part of this environment.”

That energy reflects more than a new building; it represents the 
fulfillment of a decades-long vision to expand career technical 
education (CTE) in southeastern Idaho — and a blueprint for 

how districts across the state can connect learning to workforce 
readiness in meaningful, measurable ways.

From Call Center to Career Center
PV-TEC, located in the former Allstate call center at 4200 
Hawthorne Road in Chubbuck, officially opened in 2023 and 
welcomed its first full cohort of students in fall 2024. The 
facility now serves as the district’s headquarters for CTE and 
has transformed from a vacant corporate building into a vibrant 
regional learning hub.

The Pocatello/Chubbuck School District 25 (PCSD 25) purchased 
the building in 2022 and invested nearly $21 million into 
renovations and expansion, supported by federal COVID-19 relief 
funds, a $6.5 million Idaho Career Ready Students (ICRS) grant, 
and a steel-frame addition donated by R&M Steel of Caldwell. 
The Idaho Career Ready Students program—established by 
the Legislature in 2023—recognized that southeastern Idaho 
lacked a regional CTE center and identified PV-TEC as a strategic 
investment in the state’s future workforce.

By Courtney Fisher / Communications & Community Relations
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“The ICRS grant award of $6.5 million built classrooms and shops 
where learners gain industry skills and knowledge while still in 
high school,” said Naftz. “Our CTE learners gain a community of 
like-minded learners and a place of belonging. This facility and the 
learning that takes place inside of it will offer opportunities for 
generations of Idahoans.”

A Campus Built on Opportunity
During its first year of operation, PV-TEC hosted about 110 learners 
across five specialized classrooms offering instruction in areas 
including cybersecurity, law enforcement, and certified nursing 
assistant training. Each program is led by an industry professional 
and designed to provide real-world skills that lead to employment 
or postsecondary advancement.

Enrollment continues to grow rapidly. Naftz anticipates that the 
facility will ultimately serve up to 1,000 students daily, with 500 
in morning sessions and another 500 in afternoon sessions. The 
renovations and expansion now offer nearly 100,000 square feet 
of innovate learning spaces.

PV-TEC’s programs are guided by local labor market data to ensure 
relevance. “We’re constantly looking to see what industries are 
doing,” Naftz explained. “All these programs are based on labor 
market needs. We don’t teach something unless there’s a high 
demand out there for jobs.”

Skyler Cochran, a senior who is pursuing pathways in programming 
and construction, shared: “PV-TEC is a place to go, where people 
can be inspired.”

Breaking Down Barriers
PV-TEC’s centralized model has also eliminated transportation 
barriers that previously limited access to CTE embedded in the 
district’s traditional high schools. Because the facility is now a 
brick-and-mortar campus, learners can take advantage of state 
transportation reimbursement, allowing buses to bring them 
directly from their home high schools.

“Being able to offer transportation eliminated the disparity 
between kids who had a car and kids who didn’t,” said Naftz. “Now, 
learners from all backgrounds can participate — and I actually 
encourage them to ride the bus and save their gas money.”

The ultimate goal is to become a regional hub, where learners 
from outside District 25 can also attend, provided the course is not 
available in their home district  and they can provide their own 

transportation. The district’s goal, Naftz emphasized, “is to expand 
opportunities, not diminish anyone else’s.”

Real Skills, Real Choices
PV-TEC offers 23 career pathways, 18 of which lead directly to 
entry-level employment opportunities. Many programs align with 
Idaho State University, giving learners the ability to earn college 
credit and industry certifications while still in high school — at no 
cost through the state’s Advanced Opportunities funding.

For some learners, PV-TEC provides early clarity about career paths. 
For others, it provides essential exploration before investing in 
college or training. “If 100 students start out wanting to work 
with animals and 50 realize it’s not for them, that’s OK,” Naftz said. 
“We don’t want people in a profession they hate — or in debt for 
something they don’t want to do.”

That philosophy underscores the campus’s broader mission: 
preparing well-rounded citizens as much as skilled employees. 
As Naftz put it, “If a learner leaves our animal science program 
not wanting to pursue veterinary work but understanding what 
responsible pet ownership looks like, that’s still a success.”

For Jacee Kelley, a junior who is following the animal science 
pathway, the experience is both personal and professional.

A Replicable Model for Idaho
PV-TEC’s success has caught the attention of community leaders 
and legislators who see it as a template for future CTE centers 
across Idaho. The facility’s adaptive design allows programs to 
evolve alongside local industry needs — from health sciences, 
industrial welding, and construction to apparel & textiles, first 
responders academy, and culinary, hospitality, & tourism.

“This facility will impact generations to come,” Naftz said at the 
campus ribbon cutting in May. “Long after I am out of my office 
and someone else is there, this building will still stand.”

By transforming a vacant corporate space into a thriving 
educational asset, the Pocatello/Chubbuck School District 25 has 
created more than a school — it has built a model for workforce-
aligned education that bridges communities, economies, and 
futures. For Idaho’s leaders in education and policy, PV-TEC 
demonstrates what’s possible when vision meets opportunity.



February 9, 2026 
JFAC approves transfers from Idaho’s Launch fund 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-2-9-26-jfac-approves-transfers-from-
idahos-launch-fund/  
 
West Ada approves boundary changes that impact hundreds of students 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/west-ada-approves-boundary-changes-that-impact-hundreds-of-
students/  
 
Trump’s calls to ‘nationalize’ elections have state, local election officials bracing for tumult 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/trump-s-calls-to-nationalize-elections-have-state-local-
election-officials-bracing-for-tumult/article_50704432-a24d-4eb5-b682-be39afd5900d.html  
 
February 10, 2026  
Launch fund transfers will cut student aid, director says 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-2-10-26-launch-fund-transfers-will-cut-
student-aid-director-
says/?fbclid=IwY2xjawP4hwFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe_z
bJqKo3SEmKZ9PgJ4FU-YUpSVnddyU4O3CQ1dneBbmSn-
WcXia1bkqx0KQ_aem_R6OOrU1lphnb4UvtaUc77Q  
 
Middleton considers budget cuts and May levy options 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/middleton-considers-budget-cuts-and-may-levy-options/  
 
Combat veteran and father of five David Worley announces campaign for Idaho State Senate District 28 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/combat-veteran-and-father-of-five-david-worley-
announces-campaign-for-idaho-state-senate-district/article_75865db4-efc7-4262-868f-
14f4b2d7a7c9.html  
 
Across-the-board cuts or ‘a chainsaw to the budget?’ Idaho budget committee implements one and two 
percent cuts 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/02/10/across-the-board-cuts-or-a-chainsaw-to-the-budget-idaho-
budget-committee-implements-1-to-2-percent-cuts/  
 
February 11, 2026 
Idaho expands mentoring program for parents navigating special education 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/idaho-expands-mentoring-program-to-help-families-navigate-
ieps/  
 
New bill would track immigration status of Idaho students 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-2-11-26-new-bill-would-track-
immigration-status-of-idaho-students/  
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Public education and public dollars: Maintaining Idaho’s schools in an era of cuts 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/02/11/public-education-and-public-dollars-maintaining-idahos-
schools-in-an-era-of-cuts/  
 
Idaho earns failing grade for cell phone use in schools 
https://localnews8.com/news/top-stories/2026/02/11/idaho-earns-failing-grade-for-cell-phone-use-in-
schools/  
 
February 12, 2026 
Boise explores major change to school schedules. It wants parent’s feedback 
https://www.idahostatesman.com/news/local/education/article314666717.html?link_source=ta_first_c
omment&taid=698e238e759da5000161c351&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=social&utm_
source=facebook&fbclid=IwY2xjawP7G69leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFEbENXbUNmT1d0dEoya0E1c3J0Y
wZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHi3pCv87_Fx3WVnrRDMQfodIzbzpwELfgeEhtJMpMuy
LzXuPnsO_zjLV3QfR_aem_5_UqX8L-ptF4_GfZoSkiQA  
 
Idaho’s graduation rate remains flat, barely misses state goal 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/idahos-graduation-rate-remains-flat-at-82-3/  
 
Little signs One Big Beautiful Bill tax cuts 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-2-12-26-little-signs-one-big-beautiful-
bill-tax-cuts/  
 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/02/12/gov-little-signs-one-big-beautiful-bill-tax-cuts/  
 
No education program is safe this year, and that could affect students and parents 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/analysis-no-education-program-is-safe-this-year-and-that-
could-affect-students-and-parents/  
 
ISU unveils full $8.3M budget reduction plan: ‘A foundation for another 125 years,’ Wagner says 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/isu-unveils-full-8-3m-budget-reduction-plan-a-
foundation-for-another-125-years-wagner/article_2ad394f7-a094-4b7b-bb52-fdc20e26af63.html  
 
ISU announces sweeping changes amid budget constraints 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/a-difficult-moment-isu-announces-sweeping-changes-amid-
budget-constraints/  
 
News on open positions and hires throughout Idaho 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/superintendent-shuffle-kuna-caldwell-hire-search-services/  
 
The Village and Youth Development Center win organization to the year 
https://www.kpvi.com/news/the-village-and-youth-development-center-win-organization-of-the-
year/article_dc1830c0-85b0-4bb1-b679-d47276fce60a.html  
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February 13, 2026 
ISU recognizes School District 25’s Tonya Wilkes with National Girls and Women in Sports Award 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/isu-recognizes-school-district-25-s-tonya-wilkes-with-
national-girls-and-women-in-sports/article_ed774361-45f4-4ffe-9436-
1165b6816a6b.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawP8GSFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjA
wODkyAAEeXDQkA_bfSNvg96yZx5zvKWF_e_TqAdfJpHUClEJVw5rLSDzATIbxoviIgBM_aem_n1gSQrzgrKE1
7x0m1tOTKQ  
 
Assistant to the superintendent and board clerk names as District 25’s Employee-of-the-Month 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/community/assistant-to-the-superintendent-and-board-clerk-
named-as-district-25s-employee-of-the-month/article_3969e7c0-576f-43e9-b530-bb2059bcb664.html  
 
February C.A.K.E. Award recipients announced 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/community/february-c-a-k-e-award-recipients-
announced/article_406de373-5ec0-499a-91d2-4352878a79fc.html  
 
Jefferson Join district adopts four-day school week 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/jefferson-county-district-adopts-four-day-school-week/  
 
February 14, 2026 
Sen. James D. Ruchti to host special town hall on budget deficits and public education and university 
budget cuts 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/community/sen-james-d-ruchti-to-host-special-town-hall-on-
budget-deficits-and-public-education/article_c6d3e845-be39-4536-b323-f61b41802193.html  
 
Donald Trump Jr. to make Idaho visit for America250 event 
https://idahostatejournal-
id.newsmemory.com/?token=7310c73c23b5d673ef63699542160df9_6995d830_6f_0  
 
James Lamborn announces candidacy for Idaho House District 28 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/community/james-lamborn-announces-candidacy-for-idaho-house-
district-28/article_ab31b9ae-0144-4834-a194-b5d5063c6f2a.html  
 
Every part of the Idaho budget now under attack 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/opinion-every-part-of-the-idaho-budget-now-under-
attack/article_e092b489-772c-4349-a22c-6e1d738383e8.html  
 
February 15, 2026 
Idaho Legislature’s budget committee passes maintenance budgets with new 5 percent cuts included 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/idaho-legislature-s-budget-committee-passes-
maintenance-budgets-with-new-5-percent-cuts-included/article_f9815b35-3c71-43b4-9c30-
3368c47ede5a.html  
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Banncok County’s The Village, Youth Development Center named Healthy City USA organizations of the 
year 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/bannock-countys-the-village-youth-development-
center-named-healthy-city-usa-organizations-of-the-year/article_79fda254-c701-4463-8d30-
a9924a2166e2.amp.html  
 
Letter to JFAC outlines impact of budget cuts on Idaho courts, firefighters, other state services 
https://www.idahopress.com/news/local/letter-to-jfac-outlines-impact-of-budget-cuts-on-idaho-courts-
firefighters-other-state-services/article_08c1850c-9690-45a8-adcc-d47aba62bead.html  
 
February 16, 2026 
Trustees advocate for schools, communities at Day on the Hill event 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/trustees-advocate-for-schools-communities-at-isba-day-on-
the-hill/  
 
Bills updating school facilities funds head to House 
https://www.idahoednews.org/legislative-roundups/statehouse-roundup-2-16-26-bills-updating-school-
facilities-funds-head-to-house/   
 
Without school vaccine mandates, many kids may never see a doctor 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/without-school-vaccine-mandates-many-kids-may-never-see-a-
doctor/  
 
February 17, 2026 
Police warning parents about dangerous online trend seen in local schools 
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2026/02/police-warning-parents-about-dangerous-online-trend-seen-
in-local-
schools/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQBrYFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAE
el3JggT7FHTNv6YcONSWMYljDnkcd8YIgKCnUIrP2-
NAFp_IWX2NmLHnbmuY_aem_cBZscq9AJUUyEiNfrYOEBQ  
 
Little says his budget options are limited 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-2-17-26-little-says-his-budget-options-
are-limited/  
 
Caldwell leaders lobby lawmakers for ways to make streets safer for kids 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/caldwell-leaders-lobby-lawmakers-for-ways-to-make-streets-
safer-for-kids/  
 
Pocatello High School artists donate hand-painted violins to Idaho State-Civic Symphony fundraiser 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/pocatello-high-school-artists-donate-hand-painted-
violins-to-idaho-state-civic-symphony-fundraiser/article_6f0f78c8-f6bd-4b78-9b55-b199c37e5d3b.html  
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Simplot Games bring Olympic gold medalists, 2,000-plus athletes to Pocatello this week 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/simplot-games-bring-olympic-gold-medalists-2-000-
plus-athletes-to-pocatello-this-week/article_54fcedff-f841-4577-bcd9-bba7deeb05fa.html  
 
Amid concern over cuts, Idaho Gov. Brad Little says setting the budget is the Legislature’s job 
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2026/02/amid-concern-over-cuts-idaho-gov-brad-little-says-setting-
the-budget-is-the-legislatures-job/  
 
New Pocatello program aims to help those with special needs during emergency response 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/02/17/new-pocatello-program-aims-to-help-those-with-special-
needs-during-emergency-response/  
 
February 18, 2026 
Idaho activists, officials decry anti-LGBTQ+ bills as House passes trans bathroom ban in businesses 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/idaho-activists-officials-decry-anti-lgbtq-bills-as-house-
passes-trans-bathroom-ban-in-businesses/article_b7fec047-a4c9-4abe-b8bb-7949193cadbb.html  
 
Highland High School Native American Club holds social powwow 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/highland-high-school-native-american-club-holds-
social-powwow/article_a1982f6b-4462-40ce-9026-e09c587bb505.html  
 
Committee rejects bill to tighten rules around k-12 spending 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/statehouse-roundup-2-18-26-committee-rejects-bill-to-tighten-
rules-around-k-12-spending/  
 
Where things stand before filing week 
https://www.idahoednews.org/ballot-beat/where-things-stand-before-filing-week/  
 
February 19, 2026 
Lawmakers show signs, maybe, of recognizing a special education crisis 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/analysis-lawmakers-show-signs-maybe-of-recognizing-a-
special-education-crisis/  
 
JFAC leaders stand by plan for additional budget cuts 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/statehouse-roundup-2-19-26-jfac-leaders-stand-by-plan-for-
additional-budget-cuts/  
 
Sate budget-writers invoke recession concerns amid cuts, sparking disagreements 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/idaho-lawmakers-invoke-recession-concerns-amid-cuts-
sparking-disagreements/  
 
Former state rep announces bid for District 35A 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/townnews/crime/former-state-rep-announces-bid-for-district-
35a/article_21d367ec-ef9a-55f8-a9b7-a467c63ef39b.html  
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Idaho Lawmakers introduce ‘bill of rights’ for foster youth, children in residential treatment 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/idaho-lawmakers-introduce-bill-of-rights-for-foster-
youth-children-in-residential-treatment/article_0b527362-7c79-4e91-afab-66776329371d.html  
 
February 20, 2026 
Our Union is strong because economic relief is finally coming 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/opinion/columns/opinion-our-union-is-strong-because-economic-
relief-is-finally-coming/article_def0cecd-96b1-4b9a-b740-6ab7cdbc2d9c.html  
 
Ready to celebrate America 250? Sign up for “We the Students” Civics Bowl 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/opinion-ready-to-celebrate-america-250-sign-up-for-
we-the-students-civics-bowl/article_21ddcb0e-8cc3-41a2-9ed2-67c5a22e2f82.html  
 
Let the cameras roll: Idaho’s important step toward improved transparency 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/opinion-let-the-cameras-roll-idahos-important-step-
toward-improved-transparency/article_b9bb6107-add5-43c4-85ad-051d3f22adb0.html  
 
Education News from around the state 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/education-news-from-around-the-state-4/  
 
JFAC approves tax conformity funding, rejects military scholarships 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/statehouse-roundup-2-20-26-jfac-approves-tax-conformity-
funding-rejects-military-scholarships/  
 
Kimberly considering $57.8 million bond for fine arts center, field house 
https://www.idahoednews.org/ballot-beat/kimberly-considering-57-8-million-bond-to-enhance-
community/  
 
Former lawmaker challenges Rep. Michael Veile 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/former-lawmaker-challenges-rep-michael-veile/  
 
Pocatello girls basketball back in state title game 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/sports/nobody-saw-this-coming-pocatello-girls-basketball-back-in-
state-title-game/article_8b2b2773-6639-409f-96fd-be1534850c7a.html  
 
JFAC votes to reverse cuts to Tax Commission but leaves uncertain fate for National Guard education 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/jfac-votes-to-reverse-cuts-to-tax-commission-but-
leaves-uncertain-fate-for-national-guard/article_13dac67f-8098-5b2c-ba82-3e0847a17cbd.html  
 
February 21, 2026 
Utah high school wrestling championship causes measles outbreak among students, attendees 
https://www.abc4.com/news/wasatch-front/measles-outbreak-utah-
wrestling/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQJSxBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETJYdmJsZm16M1JCaHhzNEtSc3J0YwZhcHBfa
WQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHhwYNgwuq_ah28v0uJbShGyzAXMmtMo4F7ByxE0SVCb5az40tB
CJs08573qo_aem_EtCK4o8l6Es-sA4FB0kmKQ  
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Pocatello High School Girls basketball team wins first back-to-back state titles in program history 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/sports/highschool/champions-again-pocatello-high-school-girls-
basketball-team-wins-first-back-to-back-state-titles/article_3f76b6b5-ef3e-4984-91fd-
9a91f26dba62.html  
SB 1290 builds government infrastructure that Idaho school districts, homeschool groups never asked 
for 
https://www.postregister.com/opinion/guest_column/opinion-sb-1290-limits-homeschool-
freedom/article_b80a9d0a-ddd4-49ca-a939-f6cc67544c5e.html  
 
February 23, 2026 
Photo of the Week: 7 trophies coming back to eastern Idaho following girls’ state tournament 
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2026/02/photo-of-the-week-7-trophies-coming-back-to-eastern-
idaho-following-girls-state-tournament/  
 
2,100 high school athletes compete at the Simplot Games 
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2026/02/gallery-2100-high-school-athletes-compete-at-the-simplot-
games/  
 
Grangeville to run levy in May, principals step into superintendent roles 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/grangeville-to-run-levy-in-may-principals-step-into-
superintendent-roles/  
 
‘We would never recover:’ Kellogg schools face high-stakes levy redo 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/we-would-never-recover-kellogg-schools-face-high-stakes-levy-
redo/  
 
Violins find new life through community art project 
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2026/02/violins-find-new-life-through-community-art-project/  
 
February 24, 2026 
Community responds to help and protest 95 book challenges filed by fired substitute teacher 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/community-responds-to-help-and-protest-95-book-
challenges-filed-by-fired-substitute-teacher/  
 
Kuna selects West Ada’s Marcus Myers as next superintendent 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/kuna-selects-west-adas-marcus-myers-as-next-superintendent/  
 
Gov. Brad Little announces reelection campaign 
https://www.idahoednews.org/ballot-beat/gov-brad-little-announces-reelection-campaign/  
 
Most Idaho families say they have school choice, survey finds 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/most-idaho-families-say-they-have-school-choice-survey-finds/  
 
Beyond the Books: Upcoming Elections 
https://localnews8.com/news/local-news/2026/02/24/beyond-the-books-upcoming-elections/  
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February 25, 2026  
Schools continue to work out kinks in new statewide reading test 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/schools-continue-to-work-out-kinks-in-new-statewide-reading-
test/  
 
Public schools will be forced to cut budgets – even if state funding remains flat  
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/public-schools-will-be-forced-to-cut-budgets-even-if-state-
funding-remains-flat/  
 
A late-session funding formula bill emerges 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-2-25-26-a-late-session-funding-formula-
bill-emerges/  
 
A potential merge: District 91’s Career Technical campus could combine with Compass Academy 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/02/25/a-potential-merge-district-91s-career-technical-campus-
could-combine-with-compass-academy/  
 
Idaho Democratic Chair slams Trump’s Stat of the Union, targets Little’s reelection bid 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/02/25/idaho-democratic-chair-slams-trumps-state-of-the-union-
targets-littles-reelection-bid/  
 
Public schools will be forced to cut budgets even if state funding remains flat 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/02/25/public-schools-will-be-forced-to-cut-budgets-even-if-state-
funding-remains-flat/  
 
College of Eastern Idaho highlights Career and Technical Education Month 
https://localnews8.com/jobs/2026/02/25/college-of-eastern-idaho-highlights-career-and-technical-
education-month/  
 
Mayor Dahlquist details Know Me Program in Mayor’s Minute 
https://www.kpvi.com/news/mayor-dahlquist-details-know-me-program-in-mayors-
minute/article_14508445-e1e5-475e-9a6b-63089ec74a9d.html  
 
February 26, 2026 
Parental rights constitutional amendment heads to House floor 
https://www.idahoednews.org/legislative-roundups/statehouse-roundup-2-26-26-parental-rights-
constitutional-amendment-heads-to-house-floor/  
 
Pocatello Democrats announce 2026 legislative campaigns for District 29 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/pocatello-democrats-announce-2026-legislative-
campaigns-for-district-29/article_b3bbf967-e2bb-4676-be32-
7ffb2db33775.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawQOj2VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFSa2NPWjlWRERIaVN0WDBac3J0
YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHqZXPKpsCZMD1aCpaA7s96BN0mPYrMExmpTAUTFf
AnOO1ZcqTuxIqj6Sa3-X_aem_RDr_zt4VMswkPoLEJN7xEw  
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This time around, a high-needs special education bill passes the Senate 
https://www.idahoednews.org/legislative-roundups/statehouse-roundup-2-26-26-parental-rights-
constitutional-amendment-heads-to-house-floor/  
 
Becky Sundin launches Democratic bid for Idaho superintendent 
https://www.idahoednews.org/elections/becky-sundin-launches-democratic-bid-for-idaho-
superintendent/  
 
Little’s campaign hires former Trump 2024 advisor 
https://www.idahoednews.org/ballot-beat/littles-campaign-hires-former-trump-2024-advisor/  
 
February 27, 2026 
Highland High School cheer team wins second consecutive national title 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/highland-high-school-cheer-team-wins-second-
consecutive-national-title/article_c1457705-47a2-4de7-a607-2e882423aa4e.html  
 
Bedke: Idaho lawmakers should protect Launch, water infrastructure amid budget cuts 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/bedke-idaho-lawmakers-should-protect-launch-water-
infrastructure-amid-budget-cuts/article_a6124ae9-774b-4b50-9f21-7d3b8f26f590.html  
 
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2026/02/bedke-idaho-lawmakers-should-protect-launch-water-
infrastructure-amid-budget-cuts/  
 
Under Idaho bill, poll workers would try to verify more voter identities 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/under-idaho-bill-poll-workers-would-try-to-verify-
more-voter-identities/article_f1ee6051-b736-46ed-82b5-5a1afbe9da4f.html  
 
A wanted felon was arrested near a local school 
https://www.kpvi.com/news/local_news/a-wanted-felon-was-arrested-near-a-local-
school/article_1142ec0d-d39c-45d5-a824-73b76aab252e.html  
 
Rexburg police arrest wanted suspect near elementary school 
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2026/02/rexburg-police-arrest-wanted-suspect-near-elementary-
school/  
 
Attorney general’s office asks judge to dismiss ‘Everyone is Welcome Here’ lawsuit 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/attorney-generals-office-asks-judge-to-dismiss-everyone-is-
welcome-here-lawsuit/  
 
New bill requires unexcused absence for student protests 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-2-27-26-new-bill-requires-unexcused-
absence-for-student-protests/  
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Filing week ends with surprises, heavyweights and undercard shakeups 
https://www.idahoednews.org/elections/ding-ding-filing-week-ends-with-surprises-heavyweights-and-
undercard-shakeups/  
 
High School simulators bridge labor gap for Idaho Construction industry  
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/02/26/high-school-simulators-bridge-labor-gap-for-idaho-
construction-industry/  
 
February 28, 2026 
All Southeast Idaho lawmakers file for re-election in what promises to be robust political season 
statewide 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/all-southeast-idaho-lawmakers-file-for-re-election-in-
what-promises-to-be-robust-political/article_d1066aec-3ecf-4731-afad-c648297843ee.html  
 
Idaho’s education system is grossly overburdened with needless rules 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/opinion-idaho-s-education-system-is-grossly-
overburdened-with-needless-rules/article_662f84b1-b24b-4b8f-8cd5-d36fb4db9e88.html  
 
The GOP agenda harasses people they don’t like, solve no problems 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/opinion-the-gop-agenda-harasses-people-they-don-t-
like-solve-no-problems/article_18cc0783-bee8-4579-b9e9-b7d233e3ebc7.html  
 
March 1, 2026 
 
March 2, 2026 
Idaho has $1.3 billion in rainy-day funds. Should that money help public schools? 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/idaho-has-1-3-billion-in-rainy-day-funds-should-that-money-
help-public-schools/  
 
Virtual charter school to launch despite questions over learning model 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/virtual-charter-school-to-launch-despite-questions-over-learning-
model/  
 
New required Idaho civics exam nears completion 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/new-required-idaho-civics-exam-nears-completion/  
 
D91 consider options for future of Career Technical Education Center 
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2026/03/d91-consider-options-for-future-of-career-technical-
education-center/  
 
New teacher evaluations system aims to treat educators like learners 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/new-teacher-evaluation-system-aims-to-treat-educators-like-
learners/  
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March 3, 2026 
Idaho Republican lawmaker proposes reworking library book restriction law 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/idaho-republican-lawmaker-proposes-reworking-
library-book-restriction-law/article_f1a85a42-a6be-4ab0-a047-b67298ccf352.html  
 
Idaho House committee approves oversight bill for youth in residential treatment facilities 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/idaho-house-committee-approves-oversight-bill-for-
youth-in-residential-treatment-facilities/article_eb4bbb56-33b2-4a01-9d22-780e05c9e0e1.html  
 
Bill restricting public funds for teachers’ unions clears House 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-3-3-26-bill-restricting-public-funds-for-
teachers-unions-clears-house/  
 
A near failing grade for Idaho’s K-12 budget 
https://www.idahoednews.org/voices/a-near-failing-grade-for-idahos-k-12-budget/  
 
March 4, 2026 
Idaho Senate narrowly approves 4 percent budget cuts for most state agencies, departments 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/idaho-senate-narrowly-approves-4-percent-budget-
cuts-for-most-state-agencies-departments/article_ab0897ae-06f4-4f24-a561-2bda41b06e6f.html  
 
March 5, 2026 
The Village on track to open new location in Blackfoot  
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/chronicle/news/the-village-on-track-to-open-new-location-in-
blackfoot/article_a5d6d592-eb2b-4766-82a5-ab0cf0c1d939.html  
 
Idaho Legislature might bring back presidential primary, after caucus had ‘dismal’ turnout 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/idaho-legislature-might-bring-back-presidential-
primary-after-caucus-had-dismal-turnout/article_6851d767-802a-4904-9ecc-5b1d9b252415.html  
 
Republicans on Idaho budget committee reject funding to comply with some Trump initiatives 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/republicans-on-idaho-budget-committee-reject-
funding-to-comply-with-some-trump-initiatives/article_a967da59-a48b-4c8d-a129-5ca71d4b9b7b.html  
 
JFAC votes to restore funding for medical education programs, community colleges 
https://www.idahopress.com/news/local/jfac-votes-to-restore-funding-for-medical-education-
programs-community-colleges/article_799a1515-318d-416a-80fe-7b8f233bb142.html  
 
Meet Becky Sundin Mitchell, Democratic candidate for state superintendent 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/meet-becky-sundin-mitchell-democratic-candidate-for-state-
superintendent/  
 
Parental rights amendment quietly dies, again 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/statehouse-roundup-3-5-26-parental-rights-amendment-quietly-
dies-again/  
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Bonneville weighs staff cuts, upping levy request amid stagnant K-12 funding outlook 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/statehouse-roundup-3-5-26-parental-rights-amendment-quietly-
dies-again/  
 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/03/05/bonneville-weighs-staff-cuts-upping-levy-request-amid-
stagnant-k-12-funding-outlook/  
 
Teachers say restrictions under proposed law are ‘demoralizing,’ but lawmakers argue they protect 
taxpayer funds 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/03/05/teachers-say-restrictions-under-proposed-law-are-
demoralizing-but-lawmakers-argue-they-protect-taxpayer-funds/  
 
This year’s GOP primaries could be more unpredictable than ever 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/analysis-this-years-gop-primaries-could-be-more-
unpredictable-and-more-important-than-ever-heres-why/  
 
March 6, 2026 
Highland stuns K una with fourth-quarter comeback for first state win since 2016 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/sports/highland-stuns-kuna-with-fourth-quarter-comeback-for-
first-state-win-since-2016/article_04216212-fdc5-4641-bbac-8fe4cff08232.html  
 
House begrudgingly but overwhelmingly passes spending cuts 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-3-6-26-house-begrudgingly-but-
overwhelmingly-passes-spending-cuts/  
 
Free breakfast in Boise schools has reduced stigma and increased camaraderie, BSU study finds 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/free-breakfast-in-boise-schools-has-reduced-stigma-and-
increased-camaraderie-bsu-study-finds/  
 
Lakeland to float plant-facilities levy in May 
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/lakeland-to-float-plant-facilities-levy-in-may/  
 
Four more legislative candidates withdraw, including one who filed in two states 
https://www.idahoednews.org/ballot-beat/four-more-legislative-candidates-withdraw-including-one-
who-filed-in-two-states/  
 
Traditional brick-and-mortar public schools pay millions in tax dollars every year for curriculum 
https://www.idahoednews.org/voices/traditional-brick-and-mortar-public-schools-pay-millions-in-tax-
dollars-every-year-for-curriculum/  
 
District 93 students walk out again over immigration policies at Bonneville roundabout 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/03/06/district-93-students-walk-out-again-over-immigration-
policies-at-bonneville-roundabout/  
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https://www.idahoednews.org/news/lakeland-to-float-plant-facilities-levy-in-may/
https://www.idahoednews.org/ballot-beat/four-more-legislative-candidates-withdraw-including-one-who-filed-in-two-states/
https://www.idahoednews.org/ballot-beat/four-more-legislative-candidates-withdraw-including-one-who-filed-in-two-states/
https://www.idahoednews.org/voices/traditional-brick-and-mortar-public-schools-pay-millions-in-tax-dollars-every-year-for-curriculum/
https://www.idahoednews.org/voices/traditional-brick-and-mortar-public-schools-pay-millions-in-tax-dollars-every-year-for-curriculum/
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/03/06/district-93-students-walk-out-again-over-immigration-policies-at-bonneville-roundabout/
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/03/06/district-93-students-walk-out-again-over-immigration-policies-at-bonneville-roundabout/


March 7, 2026 
Pocatello’s new mayor hits the ground running with town halls, video series and a cleanup push 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/pocatellos-new-mayor-hits-the-ground-running-with-
town-halls-video-series-and-a-cleanup/article_94d7eb92-cc7a-4417-9650-9bc74eeef764.html  
 
Happy parents, unequal opportunities 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/freeaccess/opinion-happy-parents-unequal-
opportunities/article_82d24ef1-ec68-48ce-8b58-57d397ce501c.html  
 
Phones down, pencils up: How our region addresses phone use in schools 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/free/opinoin-phones-down-pencils-up-how-our-region-addresses-
phone-use-in-schools/article_8033a9e1-cb6e-4094-8653-8f1ff214925a.html  
 
March 9, 2026 
Youth and cannabis: What’s the risk? 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/youth-and-cannabis-what-s-the-risk/article_f43963cf-
1ba2-46bd-bb7f-24a21614bbbd.html  
 
Statehouse Roundup, 3.9.26; House kills bill requiring school recess – Committee refuses to fund dorm 
staffing at school for deaf and blind 
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/statehouse-roundup-3-9-26-committee-refuses-to-fund-
staffing-for-isdb-dorm/  
 
The Idaho House has voted to advance a new flag bill 
https://www.kpvi.com/news/local_news/the-idaho-house-has-voted-to-advance-a-new-flag-
bill/article_cc57182c-4db4-4fba-898d-aa235ede05d1.html  
 
Bill recognizing professional experience in school salary funding advances 
https://localnews8.com/news/2026/03/09/bill-recognizing-professional-experience-in-school-salary-
funding-advances/  
 
March 10, 2026 
House gives go-ahead to cut most agency budgets by additional 1 percent this fiscal year 
https://www.idahopress.com/news/local/house-gives-go-ahead-to-cut-most-agency-budgets-by-
additional-1-this-fiscal-year/article_be455c8f-b294-4efa-bdf8-59a71429cef2.amp.html  
 
Century High cheerleaders bring home another national title 
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/century-high-cheerleaders-bring-home-another-
national-title/article_eb8a7909-9cdc-4148-bb9d-61e3d20e9c77.html  
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