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Dear Parents and Guardians of Ursuline Academy,
Grace and peace in Christ.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the warm welcome I received during my
visit last week. It was a joy to gather with your students, faculty, and staff and to witness the
vibrant faith that defines Ursuline Academy.

I was especially grateful for the opportunity to celebrate Mass with the school community
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Prompt Succor. The reverence and prayerful participation of the
students during the liturgy reflected the strong spiritual foundation that lies at the heart of
Catholic education and the enduring mission of Ursuline Academy.

I was also delighted to join you in celebrating Women’s History Month, an occasion that
carries special meaning within the Ursuline tradition. Nearly three centuries ago, in 1727, the
Ursuline Sisters arrived in New Orleans, becoming the first women religious to establish a
school for girls in what is now the United States. Their courageous commitment to faith,
learning, and the dignity of every young woman laid the foundation for a legacy of Catholic
education that continues to flourish today.

During my visit, [ was grateful for the opportunity to tour the campus and see firsthand
the many ways Ursuline Academy continues to carry forward this remarkable tradition. The
dedication of the faculty and staff, together with the enthusiasm and engagement of the students,
reflects a community deeply committed to academic excellence, leadership, and faith-filled
formation.

The vision of the Ursuline Sisters—to form young women of faith, integrity, and
service—remains alive in the life of the school today. It was inspiring to witness how this
mission continues to shape the hearts and minds of your daughters as they grow into leaders who
will serve both the Church and the world.



Thank you for the important role you play as parents and guardians in supporting the
mission of Catholic education and in nurturing the gifts and faith of your daughters; it is
something you should be proud of. Would you share the good news about Ursuline Academy
with your family and friends, so we ensure a strong future! Please know of my prayers for your
families and for the continued success of Ursuline Academy.

With renewed best wishes, I remain

Yours in Christ,

Most Revergidd James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA
Archbishop of New Orleans

CC: Dr. RaeNell Houston



