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City of Champions 

East St. Louis has long been known as the City of Champions, and this year we were 
reminded of that once again when our Flyers brought home the IHSA Class 3A State Boys 
Basketball Championship Title. 

Championships in our district don’t just happen in athletics. 

It happens in classrooms where students and teachers are earning state recognition for 
excellence, where seniors are leading the region in Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) completion — a graduation requirement in Illinois — and where students are earning 
early college credits through Dual Credit, Running Start, and Advanced Placement courses 
while still in high school. Championships and excellence happen because staff across our 
district are creating the conditions for students to feel supported every day. Excellence is also 
reflected in the national recognition we recently received as a Magna Grand Prize Award for 
our commitment to improving indoor air quality, an honor made possible by the expertise and 
dedication of our facilities team. 

All of these achievements share one common thread — you. The work you do each day keeps 
our district Anchored in Excellence. These victories happen because of the commitment to 
excellence each of you brings to your work daily. 

As we move deeper into the spring semester, we find ourselves in a demanding stretch of the 
school year. State testing is underway, spring break is on the horizon, and our students are 
counting on us to help them stay focused and confident. 

Excellence is not just about big moments; it’s about the daily choices we make to treat one 
another and our students with courtesy, dignity, respect, professionalism, compassion, and 
empathy as well as making excellence the standard in everything we do. 

Let’s stay Anchored in Excellence. Our students are watching us. They are learning from us. 
Together we are building champions for life. 

Thank you for the work you do every day for our students and our community. Your focus, 
commitment, and compassion are what make East St. Louis strong and keep us moving 
forward as the City of Champions. 

 



Anchored in Excellence, 

Arthur R. Culver 

 


