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Dear Cliffwood Families,

It was another wonderful week here at Cliffwood School!

Our Book Fair was a great success, and the students absolutely

loved shopping for new books. A huge thank you to the Cliffwood

PTO for organizing this event and to all of the volunteers who came

in to help our Lions shop. Events like this would not be possible

without your time and support, thank you! The PTO also generously gifted books to each

classroom and the main office, which is truly appreciated. Your support helps foster a love of

reading throughout our school.

It was also great seeing so many families during Parent-Teacher Conferences this week.

Conferences are such an important opportunity for families and teachers to connect, discuss

student progress, celebrate successes, and work together to support each child’s continued

growth and learning. We truly value this partnership with our families.

We would also like to thank the Cliffwood PTO for organizing a pizza and snack collection for our

teachers during the long days of conferences. This thoughtful gesture meant so much to our staff,

and they were very grateful for your kindness and support.

With a few warm days this week, students really enjoyed getting outside for recess and spending

time on the playground and in the fresh air. We are excited for the spring weather ahead and look

forward to many more beautiful days at Cliffwood School! Don't forget to wear your green Tuesday

for St. Patrick's Day!

Wishing everyone a wonderful week ahead.
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Our Nurse’s Office is in need of extra clothing for students who may

need a change during the school day. If you happen to have any

gently used children’s shirts, shorts, or pants that you are willing to

donate, we would greatly appreciate your support.

We also recommend that families, especially for our younger

learners, send in a spare set of clothes for their child. Accidents

and spills can happen, and having a change of clothes available

helps students get back to learning comfortably.

If you would like to send in a change of clothes for your child,

please place the items in a labeled Ziploc bag with your child’s name. The bag can stay in your

child’s backpack, or the teacher can store it in a safe place in the classroom. A helpful set of extra

clothes would include:

A shirt

Shorts or pants

A change of underwear

In other health-related news, students will also be participating in Dental Health presentations.

These presentations help reinforce the importance of healthy habits and taking care of our teeth.

Thank you to Ms. Caldwell, School nurse, for setting up and organizing these presentations for our

students.

Thank you for your continued support and generosity in helping us care for all of our students.



Dear Cliffwood Families,

I would like to inform you of a change regarding school photography this year. Cliffwood School

uses BNL Photography for our fall pictures and Lifetouch for our spring photos. The Matawan-

Aberdeen Regional School District has decided to cancel its contract with Lifetouch, and as a

result, we will not have spring photos this year.

We appreciate your understanding regarding this change. If you have any questions, please feel

free to reach out to me at ccherence@marsd.org .

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Christine Cherence, Principal

mailto:ccherence@marsd.org


We’re excited to share that the Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District currently has several

openings, and we would love your help in spreading the word! These are wonderful opportunities to

be part of our district and make a difference in the lives of our outstanding students.

We are looking for:

Substitute School Bus/Van Drivers

Substitute Transportation Assistants

Substitute Classroom Teachers

Substitute Instructional Assistants

Substitute Nurses (Please email smoore@marsd.org)

If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please visit this website to apply: Applitrack.

To apply for Substitute Classroom Teacher and/or Substitute Instructional Assistant positions,

please use this link: ESS

Come join our wonderful district and be part of the team that supports our students each and every

day!

Cliffwood School Website

Instagram: @cliffwood_elementary

Facebook: Cliffwood School PTO Parent Page

https://www.applitrack.com/marsd/onlineapp/default.aspx?all=1
https://ess.com/apply/
https://cles.marsd.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cliffwood_elementary


The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act requires that the week beginning with the first Monday in

October of each year be recognized as the Week of Respect in the state of NJ. Students and staff

are encouraged to participate in the Week of Respect!

The 2025-2026 Meal Applications are to be completed electronically this year. This will be done

through Genesis link: Parent Portal.

Families who wish to complete paper applications can request a copy of the application packet.

They will also be available at Back To School Night.

Maschio's is our Food Service Company this school year. Below are POC's for your use as needed.

Lauren Dyer, On-Site Director, ldyer@maschiofood.com, 732-705-5326

Sarah Engst, Area Supervisor, sengst@maschiofood.com

https://parents.c1.genesisedu.net/marsd/sis/view?gohome=true
mailto:ldyer@maschiofood.com
mailto:sengst@maschiofood.com




The New Jersey Department of Education recognizes only six allowable reasons for an "excused"

absence; these reasons are listed below.

1. Religious holidays (Each year, the State Board of Education votes on a list of approved

religious holidays for observance upon the written request signed by the parent.).

2. Participation in observance of Veterans Day.

3. Participation in district board of election membership activities.

4. Take Our Children to Work Day.

5. College visit(s), up to three days per school year for students in grades 11 and 12.

6. Closure of a busing school district that prevents a student from having transportation to the

receiving school.

Being present and on-time to school each day is extremely important for students' success and

well-being. School attendance is a powerful predictor of student outcomes; data shows that, when

students are present daily, they learn better and are generally healthier. Attendance matters and

every school day counts!



Dave & Buster's Power Cards Fundraiser

Purchase Dave & Buster's Power Cards Supporting Cliffwood PTO!

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-

campaigns

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns






The Cliffwood PTO is already planning some exciting events for the

rest of the school year, and we'd love YOUR help! Whether you have

just a little time to give or want to take on a bigger role, there's a

place for you!

By joining a committee, you can:

-Help plan and organize fun events for our students and families

-Lend a hand during events (set up, run activities, or clean up!)

-Share ideas and talents to make our school community even

stronger

You can choose your level of involvement-every bit of help makes a big difference!

We're looking to create committees for:

-Winter Festival

-3rd Grade End of Year Events

-Fun Day

If you're interested in joining a committee or just want to learn more, please fill out our volunteer

form or reach out to CliffwoodPTO422@gmail.com

Let's make this year amazing, together!

Volunteer Interest Form

The Cliffwood PTO created an email address for all yearbook

photos that they want to share with all families and staff so that

they can send all pictures from events this year or any photos they

take in their classrooms. The email is

CliffwoodYearbook2526@gmail.com.

Be sure to sign up for Box Tops for Education and scan receipts to

earn rewards for Cliffwood School!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScy-PYKClOmuMEwT0DdYf_ZkjFyDv5JnTWxy5K0OOSgaSFlmA/viewform?fbclid=IwVERDUANy8MRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsAaCzjdhQGX1Tu1OPu-vGyBjbaUgkHtrglf9fcWcvB4F03agQ9FdN6jxgkh_aem_iY6QJ6nu14xN265pUT0nYQ
mailto:CliffwoodYearbook2526@gmail.com


3/17- Wear Green St. Patrick's Day

3/18- School Store Shopping during lunch

3/19- School Store Shopping during lunch

3/27- Early Dismissal Day

3/30- 4/3- School Closed Spring Break

4/11- Cliffwood PTO Spring Tricky Tray

4/18- 3rd Grade Dance



Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ

