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INTRODUCTION

This year’s topic examines global patterns at a time of accelerating change. The
articles in the working paper assess the growing interdependence and inequalities and
their economic, political, social, and cultural implications. With the ongoing globalization
trend, it is important to analyze how poorer and developing nations will handle the in-
creasing economic and political dominance of larger, richer countries. The benefits of an
interdependent world will only be achieved if the great disparities, economic and other-
wise, that exist between developed and developing nations are eliminated.
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SoME DEFINITIONS OF INTERDEPENDENCE
AND INEQUALITIES:

The Oxford English Dictionary defines interdependence as :
The fact or condition of depending each upon the other ; mutual dependence. Webster’s
Third New World Dictionary defines inequality as :

1) the quality of being unequal or uneven : lack of equality as
a) unevenness
b) social disparity
¢) disparity of distribution or opportunity
d) variableness or changeableness

2) an instance of being unequal (as in position, proportion, evenness, regularity)

3) an irregularity or a deviation in the motion of a planet or satellite ; also : the
amount of such deviation

4) a statement of inequality between two quantities usually with a sign of
inequality (or signifying respectively is less than, is greater than, is not equal to)
difference in height of successive high or low tides due chiefly to the moon’s
declination called also diurnal inequality




ConstaNT CONFLICT:
ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA

Eritrea and Ethiopia, two neighbour-
ing countries in the Horn of Africa, have had
armed border disputes since May 1998.
Their relations have been full of conflict for
many decades. Eritrea fought a thirty year
war against Ethiopia for independence,
which they officially ended in 1993. After
all the devastating wars they have already
been through there seems to be no reason-
able explanation for the fighting.

In 1935 Italy, led by Mussolini, which
had already colonized Eritrea, invaded Ethio-
pia. As opposed to their failure to take over
Ethiopia in 1896, on the second attempt they
were successful. After World War II, accord-
ing to the terms of the Allied peace treaty that
Italy signed in 1947, agreement was to be
reached within a year on the disposition of
the former Italian colonies of Eritrea, Italian
Somaliland and Libya. Because no agreement
was made the decision was left to the United
Nations. The UN General Assembly voted for
the federation of Eritrea with Ethiopia, to be
completed by September 1952.

Less than ten years after the federation,
Eritrea began a thirty year struggle for inde-
pendence. Ethiopia experienced several sig-
nificant political changes as well. There were
minor attacks in the beginning of the strug-
gle, but following an increase in Eritrean ter-
rorist activities by groups such as the Eritrea
Liberation Force (ELF), and the Eritrean Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front (EPLF), Ethiopia
launched its first offensive in March 1967.

In 1974, Emperor Haile Selassie, the
ruler of Ethiopia since the 1930s, was de-
posed. The Derg, or the military committee,
took over. Three years later, President
Mengistu Haile Mariam emerged as the
Derg’s leader. Many Ethiopians were
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against the Marxist-Leninist economy set
up by Mengistu. They wanted a democracy.
Several members of the Derg were killed;
some say it was the decision of Mengistu,
some say it was the Ethiopian People’s Revo-
lutionary Front (EPRF). The killing of these
political figures was called the White Ter-
ror. The government countered with the Red
Terror, in which suspected EPRF, ELF and
EPLF members and supporters, especially
students, were hunted down and killed.

In 1975, the Tigray people, an Ethiopian
ethnic group, found mostly in the northern
region of the country bordering Eritrea,
started their own revolutionary group: the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF).
They teamed up with both the ELF and the
EPLF, promising to the Eritrean groups that
they would erect a democratic government if
they prevailed in the revolution. The
Eritreans trained the Tigray troops.

By 1978, ELF/EPLF forces had recap-
tured most of Eritrea; however they were
unable to control all of the territory. Ethiopia
launched its first major offensive in that year.
By the fourth offensive, Ethiopian casualties
totalled 25,000. During the fifth offensive
Eritrea claimed to have inflicted 15,000 casu-
alties. The 1982 Red Star Campaign, which
was the sixth offensive, was a terrible loss for
Ethiopia and a major win for the EPLF.

The biggest victory for the EPLF came
in 1988 when they captured Afabet, the cen-
tre of Ethiopian military intelligence and their
main supply depot in Eritrea. They stole fifty
tanks and a number of Stalin Organs (multi-
ple rocket launchers). For the first time, Ethio-
pia was judged to be at a disadvantage.

Eritrea cruised on to victory. They re-
captured their main port city, Massawa, in
1990, and finally prevailed on March 19,
1991, taking control of the capital city
Asmara. Three days later Mengistu fled to
Zimbabwe. He is currently under house ar-
rest. In order to provide a legal and demo-
cratic conclusion to the struggle of independ-
ence, Eritrea held a referendum on April 23



- 25, 1993, in which 99.81 % of the voting
population voted for Eritrea’s independence.

The Tigray people, the largest revolution-
ary group in Ethiopia, started to govern the
country. They erected a democratic govern-
ment, as they had promised the ELF and
EPLF. However it is ironic that although
Eritrea helped the Tigray take over the Ethio-
pian government, the Tigray and Eritrea are
currently having violent disputes.

On May 13, 1998, Prime Minister Meles
Zenawi declared war on Eritrea for occupy-
ing Badme, saying that it was “to protect the
sovereignty of the nation.” Three weeks later,
he announced that he had given instructions
to the armed forces to take the necessary
steps. Before the battles began a newly-es-
tablished organization called “The War Coun-
cil,” was used to plan the war instead of the
Ethiopian Defence Ministry. The Council con-
sisted almost exclusively of Tigrayans, most
of whom are members of the TPLF or the
Tigray Administrative Region. All others were
effectively excluded from any decision-mak-
ing positions and kept very much in the dark.

The Council supposedly did not want to
engage in a long and expensive war like the
previous one; rather, they thought their strat-
egy of “quick in and quick out” could overcome
the Eritreans in as little as two weeks.

What did Ethiopia accomplish in Round
One? According to Professor Habtamu
Bihonilign in his article about the conflict,
“Nothing. Absolutely nothing is the unequivo-
cal answer.” Not only did Ethiopia not man-
age to recapture the region of Badme, but they
also claimed to have lost Zalembessa and Bure
to Eritrean occupation. While the War Coun-
cil unleashed offensive after offensive on
Eritrean positions from the Badme Plain, the
Eritreans responded by controlling strategic
areas. As Paul Harris, a military intelligence
analyst, put it, “The Eritreans quickly over-
whelmed the Ethiopians at Zalambessa and
repulsed Ethiopia’s drive for the Eritrean Red
Sea port of Assab, pushing themselves around
30km into Ethiopian territory. “

The Council explained to the Ethiopians
that Eritrea invaded Ethiopia to divert their
attention from their internal problems and
that with some more preparation, they could
perhaps be more successful in a potential sec-
ond round. Fortunately for the Council, most
Ethiopians were convinced.

Between June 1998 and February 1999
the Council mortgaged the future of Ethio-
pia by acquiring every imaginable military
weapon in the international weapons ba-
zaar. A huge army, reminiscent of the Derg’s
era, was recruited and trained. As Febru-
ary approached, the Council was boasting
that Ethiopia had made all the necessary
preparation to “teach Eritrea a lesson it will
never forget.” The objective of this mission
was a replica of the previous one: variegated
and confused. The Council, this time as be-
fore, confidently believed that a quick and
decisive military solution was within its
grasp. Sadly, many Ethiopians had already
forgotten the similar propaganda of the
Derg, promising the Ethiopian people the
stars. They had even forgotten the most re-
cent propaganda line of “Round One.”

What did Ethiopia accomplish in Round
Two? Once again, nothing. Eritrea’s strategic
positioning did not move an inch since the end
of Round One. To say that Round Two was
another disaster is only an understatement.
Now the Council wants a third round, trying
to give an impression of victory to the Ethio-
pians, asking them, “Let us finish off what
we have started.”

Round Three is bound to have a differ-
ent strategy. Instead of a blitzkrieg plan as in
the first two attempts, Ethiopia may be look-
ing for a prolonged war. Have they forgotten
the three - decade - long war that brought
massive death and destruction to both sides?

The War Council’s decision to continue
fighting seems even worse because there is a
peace plan sponsored by the Organization of
African Unity, fully supported by the United
Nations, the United States, the European
Union, and the rest of the international com-



munity. Eritrea has accepted the peace plan,
but Ethiopia, at the last minute, did not. One
of the Council’s excuses for not accepting the
treaty is because they say the conflict is not a
mere border conflict, but something more.
Some say that it is a retaliation against
Eritrea for issuing their own currency, the
nafka, instead of staying with Ethiopia’s cur-
rency, the birr. In reality, there is no legiti-
mate reason for them not to stop fighting and
sign the peace plan.

In fact, there are many reasons for Ethio-
pia to accept the plan. First of all, Ethiopia is
one of the poorest countries in the world (so
is Eritrea). Out of Ethiopia’s approximate 60
million population, 10 percent are facing star-
vation while 2.5 million are infected with the
AIDS virus. Though it is the oldest free na-
tion in the African continent, Ethiopia’s per
capita income is lower than that of Eritrea.
Ethiopia is heading into severe debt problems
because it is buying so much weaponry.

Secondly, Ethiopians and the interna-
tional community do not want the war to con-
tinue. Developed countries are willing to stop
supporting Ethiopia’s arsenal if they continue
the war. Though the Ethiopians supported the
Council at first, now most of them are com-
pletely against the fighting.

Also, although Ethiopia’s population is
much greater than that of Eritrea, Ethio-
pia’s military force is weaker than Eritrea’s.
This is because Ethiopia’s army is tradition-
ally the province of the poorest in the soci-
ety, mostly from the rural areas.

Lastly, war is always devastating. This
seems to be especially true when it is between
Eritrea and Ethiopia. The wounds from the
thirty year war have not yet healed, and the
scars from the potential Round Three will re-
main a long time.

The government of Ethiopia has a choice.
It can sign a peace plan and improve the qual-
ity of life for the whole country, or it can enter
Round Three and get into another disaster.
Because Ethiopia is so diverse, the latter op-
tion can lead to at least one of the many eth-

nic groups of the nation (most probably the
ethnic majority Amharans) to revolt against
the Tigray. It can lead to devastating wounds
to both countries, adding insult to injury still
felt from the thirty year struggle from which
everyone should have learned.

This is no way to prepare for the huge
changes that are now in process through-
out the world.

A CASE STUuDY OF INTERVEN-
TIONISM IN EAST TIMOR

East Timor has been under the control
of another power for many centuries. The
Portuguese were the first colonists in Timor
in 1520. The separation of East and West
Timor came in 1849, when the Dutch, after
many years of fighting took control of the
West. East Timor remained under the con-
trol of the Portuguese until 1974, despite
continuous rebellions. Civil war broke out
over the control of the country. However this
issue was resolved with the invasion from
Indonesia, almost immediately after the
declaration of independence, after the with-
drawal of the Portuguese.

Indonesia was motivated by two principal
considerations. Firstly, Indonesia’s desire to dis-
courage other peoples from seeking independ-
ence. It is beneficial to Indonesia to have East
Timor under its control. Secondly, Indonesia
knew that there would be interference from the
international community had they postponed
their invasion, as East Timor would have been
accepted as independent. Due to the Cold War,
western countries did not intervene, despite
Indonesia’s disregard for international law. The
desire to establish a non-communist govern-
ment in Indonesia, a country with major geo-
political position, was seen as a more pressing
matter by the U.S. and its allies.

The invasion of East Timor brought In-
donesia much international attention. There



have been many violations of human rights
committed by Indonesia, including torture,
execution and religious persecution (Indo-
nesians are predominantly Muslim while
the East Timorese are predominately Ro-
man Catholic). The dramatic fall in the
population is a clear indicator of the trou-
bles under the Indonesian Government.
According to Indonesian officials, between
the invasion and 1980, the population de-
creased by 15%, although other sources
claim that the reduction has been as much
as 50%. The deaths are a direct result of
famine, from the destruction of crops by
Indonesians - in an attempt to starve the
people into submission - and fighting, from
the continuous rebellions and executions.
Efforts to pass a UN resolution criticiz-
ing Indonesia for its violations of human
rights have been, until recently, blocked by
Australia, Japan and the USA. These three
countries all had economic interests in Indo-
nesia. However, in 1993, the US shifted its
position and began to support the European
Community’s efforts to pass a resolution con-
demning Indonesia’s inhumane treatment of
the East Timorese. This was achieved in
March of 1993. Indonesia drew more atten-
tion from the international community after

the passing of the resolution, in the latter part
of 1993 when security forces opened fire at
the funeral of a Timorese man who had sup-
ported East Timor’s independence movement.
Consequently, many people were killed. Al-
though the precise numbers are unclear - the
Indonesian government’s figures differ from
the international community’s.

For Indonesia, East Timor became a
major problem. The military rule which they
were imposing on East Timor was costly;
this problem was unrelenting. A diplomatic
solution was needed and Indonesia began
conducting talks with Portugal. The UN
Secretary General, Kofi Annan, obviously
representing the international community,
was very involved with these discussions.
It was resolved that the East Timorese
would be given a choice between accepting
autonomy from the Indonesian government
or rejecting this and becoming an independ-
ent state. Once this decision had been made,
the UN sent a mission to East Timor to edu-
cate the people on their choices, to organise
the elections and to generally make sure
that everything ran smoothly. This was a
major undertaking, as the East Timorese
had never before been given an option to ex-
press what they wanted politically. The vote
was a huge success for
two main reasons;
firstly it was a very
democratic process and
secondly because 98%
of registered voters
voted. These two ac-
complishments were
due to the UN Mission
in East Timor.

The East Timorese
voted to become an in-
dependent state. The
activities of the Indone-
sian military and mili-
tias after the vote led to
the sending of a UN
peacekeeping force. At



the time of writing, the UN peacekeepers, led
by the Australian General Major Peter
Cosgrove are a major presence in East Timor.
They are playing the role of a transitional
administration. One of their functions is to
disarm all militias. They will stay there until
East Timor is ready to assume control. Two
important events in the process of East Timor
becoming sovereign have recently occurred.
Firstly, the return of Mausmo, a man who had
spent many years in an Indonesian jail for
speaking out against the atrocities Indonesia
was committing. It is widely believed that
Mausmo will become the first president of
East Timor. Secondly, the return of many refu-
gees from West Timor is also seen as a step-
ping-stone to beginning life in their own in-
dependent nation.

INEQUALITIES IN MILITARY
INTERVENTION

Over the past year, the crisis in Kosovo
has been at the front of world politics. Due to
the violations of human rights, many differ-
ent world peace organizations have been in-
volved in the situation. This directed the at-
tention away from other situations of human
rights violations, where similar atrocities
were being committed. NATO was the pri-
mary peace- keeping organization involved in
the Kosovo crisis and was backed by its mem-
bers, especially the United States and France.
NATO’s involvement in this crisis has created
controversy. Why is it that they are involved
in what is occurring in Kosovo but not with
Turkey, where the Turkish Kurds wish to gain
self - determination, exactly the same thing
that the Kosovars wished for?

The Turkish government believes that
the Kurdish nationalist spirit is threatening
their sovereignty. To eliminate this problem
the Kurds are being killed. The local media is

not allowed to discuss the situation because
of the patriotism issue hence; the Turkish peo-
ple seem to be unaware of this problem. Over
1700 Kurdish people have been killed and
about 2.5 million people have been exiled from
their homes. Over 2000 homes have been
burned to the ground. There is an embargo
on food imposed by the government on the
eastern regions since it is believed that these
people might be feeding the guerrillas.

NATO and its member states were deter-
mined to end the ethnic cleansing occurring in
Kosovo. The concern for these abused people is
warranted, but why just in Kosovo and not in
Turkey? The U.S. did not support the Turkish
Kurds, since Turkey is a NATO member state,
while in Kosovo the U.S. supported the drive
for self-determination because they wished to
weaken Milosevic, as Yugoslavia is not a mem-
ber of NATO. The only action the U.S. has taken
to support the Kurds is on the Iraqi side. The
U.S. has established a “no - fly zone” to help the
Kurds. However, even this action has ulterior
motives as the U.S. wanted Saddam Hussain
to be weakened. Some of the occurrences in Tur-
key were seen also in Kosovo. However, because
of the political scenario Turkey has not been rep-
rimanded for these crimes in the same manner
that Yugoslavia was. The difference in the U.S.
approach to these two different countries can
be seen in the media attention given to the coun-
tries. As Turkey is a NATO ally, there is very
little media attention given to atrocities com-
mitted by the Turkish government against the
Kurds. However, in the Kosovo crisis the me-
dia attention given to the situation was over-
whelming.

Even though this article has focused on
Turkey and Kosovo, these two areas are not the
only places that suffer from civil unrest and war.
Around the world there are many other cases
of human rights violations. What occurred in
Rwanda, during the 1994 genocide, is finally
being recognized in the U.S. In the last five years
alone over 820,000 people have perished in
Rwanda and the intervention of peace organi-
zations was a long and slow process since



Rwanda was not politically significant.

To attempt to remedy these problems,
policies in the United Nations and other
peace organizations should be revised and
amended. There needs to be an international
response to actions such as those in Rwanda
and Kosovo. And the world needs to uni-
formly attack this problem. If there is no
accountability by governments and their
actions these atrocities will continue to be
committed and will grow.

INTERDEPENDENCE AND THE
ForMmER ArricaN COLONIES

Since the early 1980s, the economies of
Sub-Saharan African countries have become in-
creasingly weak. Eighteen of the world’s 20 poor-
est countries are African, and per capita gross
national product declined by two percent a year
through the 1980s. The debt of these countries
has tripled since 1980, and in 1994 amounted
to $180 billion. Just servicing the debt costs the
countries $10 billion every year—four times
more than they spend on education. Africa’s
share of world trade has fallen below four per-
cent, a figure that is dwarfed by the trade (share
percentages) of
Europe, North
America and the
Far East. This
can be attributed
in part to the colo-
nies established
by Europe in pre-
vious centuries.

Once a soci-
ety is colonized
and thrust into a
position where it
is dependent on
an outside
power for its eco-
nomic and social

development, it is hard to imagine that the
society will just as easily rebound once it
has attained the victory of becoming inde-
pendent. Personally, I have background
knowledge on this matter, which is why I
chose this topic. I am from Ghana, West Af-
rica. In the early 1800s my ancestors were
colonized by the British. The British came
with new technology, a new religion, and
new rules for social structure. The Ghana-
ian currency was the British pound; which
was as stable and strong then as it is today.
When Ghana gained her independence in
1957, the leaders of Ghana knew that they
had a responsibility to preserve stability
within their social and economic sphere. But
babies have to crawl before they walk, and
Ghana was a newborn baby, a new nation
that needed to be guided to become strong.
The new currency (called the cedi) was
worth one British pound. Today, in compari-
son to the US dollar, the cedi is about 2,570.
This just illustrates how far Ghana’s
economy had fallen in forty years. Because
of development and technology investment
in the late 60', Ghana’s total external debt
had risen from 38 to 378 million cedis.
Ghana, and many other countries like her,
continue to depend partially on the coun-
tries that had previously colonized them
because they have no other alternative.
Perhaps the most obvious and devas-
tating consequence of the worsening eco-
nomic conditions in these countries is the
spreading misery. In living standards, Af-
rica is lagging farther and farther behind
the rest of the world, and is now the only
continent where most poor people are get-
ting poorer, and where health and educa-
tion are deteriorating. However, despite this
situation, Africa has great riches. It has vast
oil fields (Nigeria), rich agriculture (Ghana),
copper (Zambia), and the beautiful dia-
monds of Angola and South Africa. It also
has the world’s largest reservoir of arable
land; 2.5 billion acres, of which only 20%
are cultivated. African governments have to



strive to pull themselves out of this pattern
of declining growth, in order to become
strong, powerful societies within the frame-
work of this world.

Because of their weakened positions,
most of the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa
are increasingly being put under the influence
of the International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank, organizations founded at the end
of World War II to serve the needs of the in-
dustrialized world, but have become dominant
forces in the lives of developing nations.

In order to achieve her goal for autonomy,
Africa must rise up from under the forces that
in part remain her support. The dependence
on foreign nations might be preventing Africa
from taking more steps in the direction of to-
tal independence, and any possible chances
of successful interdependence within the Af-
rican continent itself.

INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTION
IN TrouBLED COUNTRIES

Since the collapse of the USSR, the U.S.
and its allies have an uncontestable position
of worldwide superiority. The U.S. dominates
the UN and has been more liable to intervene
and impose its own concepts of social organi-
zation and behaviour on countries unfortu-
nate enough to be involved in social, economic
and political crises. Moreover, there is no
group strong enough to counterbalance these
tendencies.

In order to understand this phenomenon
and analyse its effects, we first have to un-
derstand the causes of these recurring crises,
which have become more frequent with the
approach of the new millennium.

It appears that many of these crises are
being precipitated in the more traditional so-
cieties; that is those societies that have ex-
isted for longer than others. Second, it is ap-

parent that most, if not all, of these crises,
have economic origins. Almost always, these
crises are caused either by economic condi-
tions or by external forces producing critical
situations. When analyzed together, economic
crises by nature at the start, tend to bring
about a humanitarian crisis also.

Human nature is such that when we find
ourselves in difficulty, we tend to blame the
most easily discernible target, even if that
target may have never been an actual factor
in the crisis. For example, the Germans
blamed their defeat in the First World War
on the Jewish citizens of Germany, Socialists
and the Bolsheviks. This led to a general ac-
ceptance of the idea of Jewish guilt for Ger-
many’s defeat and subsequent economic chaos
and resulted in Germans not opposing, but
assisting in the Nazi-inspired extermination
of the Jewish population.

As a result, groups within a society in
crisis tend to attack first the minorities
among them, and brutalize those weaker
groups in a vain attempt to get rid of their
feelings of hopelessness as well as to try to
pillage the economic resources of those mi-
norities. This is true for the smallest and
largest human social units. A father who is
having trouble will tend to brutalize the
weakest members of his family as an outlet
for his feelings of rage and helplessness at
workplace conditions. Ghetto dwellers tend
to brutalize the women and children amongst
them, both as an outlet for pent up emotions
and as a way of stealing money or goods.
Powerful countries might brutalize weaker
countries for similar reasons.

There is another reason that causes a
more powerful social entity to attack and de-
stroy a weaker one. And that is to maintain
the status quo. If a more powerful entity feels
that the current power structure is being
threatened in any way, it may act violently to
crush what it sees as a destabilizing factor.

In considering the period since World War II,
foreign intervention in domestic crises has been a
constantly ongoing occurance. The U.S. and its
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Western allies, under the UN umbrella in Korea;
the U.S. and its allies (such as Australia) in Viet-
nam; the French and the Belgians in their former
colonies; the Russians in Afghanistan and
Chechnya; the Russians and Cubans in Africa; the
U.S. in Chile, the U.S. in Nicaragua, El Salvador,
Panama, Grenada, and other Central American
States; the U.S. and UN in Somalia; the U.S. and
UN in Iraq; NATO in Yugoslavia; the UN in East
Timor; the list is long.

Taking the most recent of these humani-
tarian crisis interventions, and examining it
further, the dubious character of these inter-
ventions is clearly evident. The latest humani-
tarian crisis in East Timor has long roots. In
the 1960s, after the expulsion of the Dutch
invaders, the late Mr. Soekarno, a leader of
the Indonesian liberation movement, was the
President of Indonesia. He was a left-wing so-
cialist, in the mould of Marshal Tito of Yugo-
slavia, and a founding member of the Non-
Aligned Nations movement, which sought to
remove themselves from the sphere of influ-
ence of the major nuclear powers - the U.S.
and the USSR.

Owing to his left-wing views, Soekarno
was perceived as a communist ideologue, by
both the U.S.A, and to a lesser degree Brit-
ain, which was still attempting to maintain
its old, colonial spheres of economic and mili-
tary control, under the guise of the British
Commonwealth organization. Assisted by U.S.
military aid, the Indonesian Army, in 1965,
under General Suharto, brutally killed hun-
dreds of thousands of Indonesian communists,
and took total control of the country. General
Suharto assumed a power and turned into a
dictaorship. He installed his family members
and friends from the armed forces in positions
of power, and gained absolute control over In-
donesia. This was the signal for U.S. and
Western interests, in the form of multi-na-
tional conglomerates and business interests,
to come in and begin “economic investment”.

Over a period of decades, the U.S. multi-
nationals, using Suharto’s family and friends
as well-paid local partners, extracted Indone-
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sia’s natural resources, while the U.S. mili-
tary supported Suharto and his army with
equipment, supplies, and training, while U.S.
businesses along with Suharto’s clan plun-
dered and pillaged it. And U.S. businesses
were not alone; European, and especially
Japanese businesses, went along for the ride.
Indonesian oil was drained, and minerals
were scooped from the Earth.

Suharto also took over half of the Island
of Papua New Guinea known as Irian Jaya.
Dealing with the indigenous people in the
same way as his own countrymen, Suharto
annexed Irian Jaya; and U.S., Japanese, Aus-
tralian, and European interests, made sure
that the world did not protest. The same sce-
nario took place in Irian Jaya. Multination-
als walked in and stripped the land. Whole
ecosystems and self-sufficient indigenous com-
munities and tribes were disrupted and dis-
appeared. The World Bank, ostensibly in an
effort to help, financed Suharto and his sup-
porters. Wherever nature moved too slowly,
with its law of survival of the fittest, the In-
donesian Army made up the time, and got rid
of any unwanted elements, human or other-
wise. The U.S. Freeport McMoran Mining
Company excavated the largest gold mine on
earth, inside an Irian Jaya Mountain, leav-
ing a hollow, volcano-like shell, as the result
of their depredations. The tribes living in the
vicinity of the mine were shifted into refugee
status. And neither protest nor outcry was
heard. Except for a few dedicated activists,
the rest of the world kept its eyes, and ears,
and mouth, shut to the plight of Irian Jaya.

Then, as the resources of Trian Jaya, like those
of Indonesia, grew lean, Suharto and his family,
and their business partners, turned their eyes on
East Timor. Filled with the same oil and natural
resources as the rest of the archipelago, it had no
strong, established government. The Portuguese
invaders were leaving. The liberators of East Timor
were FRETILIN, a communist affiliated move-
ment. That provided enough incentive to get the
approval of the U.S,, for any Timorese adventure.
So, in 1975, Suharto in a blitzkrieg, moved in and



took over. Trained, equipped, and supplied by the
U.S. war machine, they were far superior to the
ragged band of local freedom fighters. The Euro-
peans went along with their U.S. allies and the
Australians went along because they wanted East
Timorese oil for their consumption.

Then, in 1997, fate played a hand in the
game. Indonesia went into a rapid economic
crisis. The Indonesian people began to mobi-
lize against Suharto, spurred by economic
need. Seeing Suharto unstable, western and
Australian business interests decided to cover
both sides of the board, by outwardly support-
ing the Timorese people in their bid for free-
dom; while still covertly supporting Suharto
and his Indonesian army.

This led to the evolution of the current
International Peace Keeping Force, long after
200,000 or so East Timorese, one third of their
population, had been masacred, from 1975 to
1999. Thus, it would be obvious to a careful ob-
server, just what humanitarian intervention
means - in practice.

Any intervention that is conceived and
conducted by agents of military powerful re-
gimes, is directed, bound, and biased towards
the objectives of those regimes. The issue of
“human rights” is only a catch phrase, de-
signed to gain support and to deceive the
world. In reality, it is pragmatic self interest
that governs humanitarian intervention. If
there is no economic, or other interest in-
volved, as in the case of the Rwandan massa-
cres, the leading powers will not interfere in
support of human rights. Indeed, the leading
powers themselves will not always guaran-
tee human rights within their own countries.

In Britain, bias against British subjects of
African origin is very commonplace. In the
U.S.A, no redress has been ever given, either
verbally, or materially, for the destruction of so
many Native American people. The last rem-
nants of these Native Americans live lives of
apathetic desperation. The descendants of the
African slaves are considered and treated as
inferior by the whites. There is an inordinate
bias against African-Americans on the part of

law enforcement officials. The criminal prosecu-
tion is heavily loaded against young African-
Americans. The criminal justice and penalty
system is also prejudiced against them. No repa-
rations were ever paid to African-Americans for
their slavery, or their contribution towards the
economic prosperity of the U.S. During wars,
African-American men bore a disproportionate
share of the draft. In drug crimes, the types of
crime involving African-Americans are subject
to heavy punishments, far harsher than com-
parable crimes by whites.

In light of these and other glaring ineq-
uities, it is very hard to justify the ability, or
the bona fides, of the leading military powers
(with the U.S. at the apex), to provide a mor-
ally acceptable humanitarian intervention in
crisis situations.

A further drawback is that of public opin-
ion which is opposed to putting peacekeeping
troops in the line of fire. This was clearly dem-
onstrated in Kosovo, when the NATO air
strikes pushed the Serbs into savage repris-
als against the Kosovars. However, the NATO
forces had no military or political will to send
in their ground troops (at the risk of some
troops being killed), to halt the post air-raid
massacre of Kosovar civilians by the Serbs.
Thus, they paid lip service to human rights,
while being unwilling to take even the first
step towards enforcing them.

Is THE INCREASE IN U.S.
MILITARY SPENDING
JUSTIFIED?

President Clinton announced recently
that his February budget request will include
a proposal to increase military spending by
more than $100 billion over the next few
years. His plans for the year 2000 include a
request to add another $2 billion and to re-
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direct $8 million in Pentagon savings to-
wards boosting military pay, buying new
weapons and improving combat readiness.
At a January 5 hearing, committee members
made it clear that their defence authoriza-
tion bill for the year 2000 will be a $17.5 bil-
lion increase, which was suggested last Sep-
tember by the joint chiefs of staff. After years
of high military spending and only modest to
minimal reduction from Cold War heights,
one can merely question how much the in-
crease in spending will be this year.

The increase in military spending is due to
perceived threats. The U.S currently considers
China a rival, even though the U.S. has 6000
nuclear weapons capable of hitting China, while
China has just 20. The controversial issue that
concerns all is whether a perceived opponent like
China is really worth accelerating the U.S.
spending. Another important issue is whether
the U.S. is sending out the right message to other
countries by increasing its military spending.
Other countries’ military budgets are declining,
and the U.S. and its allies have no apparent ri-
vals. There is some rivalry against countries such
as Iraq, North Korea, India, and Pakistan, who
own nuclear weapons at a smaller scale than
the U.S., but such a tremendous increase in mili-
tary spending may cause them to be even more
cautious and wary of
U.S. intentions.

For the past 15
years the expansion
of the defense

budget was made
possible by taxing
those obliged to pay
taxes. This year,
Congress is about to
stop ‘that and fund
the defense budget
throughspending
cuts. Excluding so-
cial security, the
cuts will come from
education, housing,
public assistance,

health, natural resources etc. Two hundred
years ago, Alexander Hamilton said that
power “ought to exist without limitation,
because it is impossible to foresee or define
the extent and variety of national emer-
gency.” Such a statement is justified. Every
country should preserve the means to de-
fend itself, but in the process of building de-
fence, does it have the right to build attack
submarines and fighter planes? Should it
equip itself with bomber aircraft with Star
Wars-like capabilities?

Currently the Pentagon’s investment is
focused on building new platforms, and equip-
ping the nation with newer, more advanced
military capabilities. These mammoth plans
are designed to deal with threats that have
ceased to exist while new ones have not ma-
terialized. If the monies were transferred to
upgrading rather than rebuilding, the mili-
tary system would be equipped to handle any
emergency situation.

During the Cold War, the U.S. had a le-
gitimate reason to focus on military expan-
sion because the Soviet Union was a major
threat. Now that the Soviet Union does not
exist and Russia is financially crippled, the
U.S. has no major opposition. Regardless of
this fact, the military spending has not been

13



reduced much since the 1980s. Times have
changed. We now live in a world of nuclear
warheads, biological weapons, weapons that
can cause ultimate termination. In times of
change, threats and reasons for animosity
should be very carefully assessed so that ten-
sions should not be increased.

POLITICAL INEQUALITIES IN
THE UNITED NATIONS

According to its charter, one of the prin-
cipal ideas that inspired the founders of the
United Nations was “to reaffirm faith . . .in
the equal rights of men and women and of
nations large and small . . . .” In paragraph
1 of Article 2 of the Charter, it states that,
“the organization is based on the principle
of the sovereign equality of all its members.”
This principle is reflected in the composi-
tion and methods of work of the General
Assembly which compromises all member
states of the United Nations, with one vote
each. With the admission of Kiribati, Nauru
and Tonga, in September 1999 there are
currently 188 members.

However, the principle of equality was
undermined by the creation of the Security
Council, which was given primary responsi-
bility for maintaining international peace and
security. Because of the structure and proce-
dural arrangements of this body, the United
Nations’s membership has been divided into
three unequal categories: a) five permanent
members of the Security Council-China,
France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the
United States of America-which have an ex-
clusive right to veto any of the organization’s
decisions; b) ten non-permanent members
which are elected for a 2-year term; c) all other
member States.

The United Nations system, as repre-
sented by these two bodies, dates back to 1945,

when the world emerged from a devastating
world war. The Allies that defeated fascism
wanted to create safeguards against any re-
currence of the bloodshed and, as victors, they
were able to occupy a privileged position in
this international system and also make sure
that they had the means to block any deci-
sion that was unacceptable to each of them.
Unlike the General Assembly-where a tiny
Pacific island state has the same rights as,
say, the United States of America-the Secu-
rity Council allows the major powers which
also possess nuclear weapons to exercise their
right to veto. In fact, during the Cold War the
mechanism of the veto helped to keep the bal-
ance between the two blocs.

Many states have claimed that the
present system is inequitable and outdated.
They rightly point out that the membership
of the Security Council is in need of expan-
sion if only to reflect the steady increase in
the membership of the organization from 51
members in 1945, to 113 members in 1965
(also the year of the Council’s only enlarge-
ment from eleven to fifteen seats), to 188
members today. These critics also stress that
the five permanent members all belong to
the northern hemisphere-four of them are
economically developed countries, while one
is rapidly approaching industrialized status.
The majority of the states are not content
with the situation of “eternal” privilege en-
joyed by the five permanent members. Ger-
many and Japan, former “enemy states” in
World War II and now economic power-
houses that contribute greatly to the United
Nations budget, no longer wish to accept
their second class status.

As a result, in 1979-at the request of Al-
geria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Guy-
ana, India, Maldives, Nepal, Nigeria and Sri
Lanka-the General Assembly included in its
agenda an item entitled, “Question of equita-
ble representation on and increase in the
membership of the Security Council and re-
lated matters.” Subsequently, an open-ended
working group was created to draft appropri-
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ate proposals, but this group is still at work
because there is a conflict of views on how to
proceed. What should be the right size for the
Council to be truly representative, yet effi-
cient? Should there be an increase in the
number of permanent members? Should the
new permanent members have the right to
veto? Should the United Nations abolish this
right altogether in the spirit of democracy at
the start of a new millennium? Should new
regional powers be represented?

At present, nobody can oppose the prin-
ciple of equality as proclaimed by the United
Nations. It is clear that the system created
over half a century ago under completely dif-
ferent conditions is in need of change. How-
ever, the current permanent members are not
eager to rectify these inequalities. Instead,
they are very reluctant to amend the United
Nations Charter because they are afraid of
opening up a “Pandora’s box” and of losing
their privileges as a result. Enjoying political
weight and military and economic might, the
permanent members demonstrate George

Orwell’s statement: “All animals are equal,
but some are more equal than others.”

SANCTIONS

In Irag many people are starving; many
people are dying; many people are suffering,
crying for comfort, for a piece of bread, for medi-
cines, and for the better lives that they so des-
perately want and need. By pursuing this policy,
the “aggressor” (the country or countries impos-
ing the sanctions) seeks to make the govern-
ment of Iraq comply with certain policies in the
area of arms development.

More than any other country in the twen-
tieth century world, the United States has used
economic sanctions to a devastating though not
always successful effect. Even now, heavy sanc-
tions are in place against Cuba because of its
communist government and the “dictatorship”
of Fidel Castro, and against Iraq due to the to-

talitarian rule of Saddam Hussein (though the
real incentive of the West can be interpreted
as a way to reduce Iraqi strength, which is a
threat to the price and flow of Middle Eastern
oil). Both the economies of Iraq and Cuba have
been crippled by sanctions, as can be seen in
high inflation and shortages in many sectors.
Both nations are desperately short of medical
supplies and the shelves in many of their shops
and stores are empty. The sudden halt to the
import of foodstuffs has particularly hurt Cuba,
which used to rely on the Soviet bloc countries
for food imports. The average calorie consump-
tion per day of the Cuban dropped from 2,800
in 1989, to 1,863 in 1993. The average Cuban
consumes 40% less protein than needed. In
Baghdad, in the famous book suk, people sell
their libraries of books and magazines for a
day’s meal. Yet, these two figureheads of op-
pression, Saddam Hussein and Fidel Castro,
are still in power, and their people are still suf-
fering primarily because of the severe effects
of the economic sanctions in place against them.
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Is it just to cause the suffering of millions, re-
gardless of their leaders? Is it just to maintain
an ineffective economic policy that only serves
to hurt innocent people? Therefore, should not
these embargoes be lifted if, after all this time,
their objective has not been achieved?

In a recent survey it was determined that
only one-third of all economic and political
sanctions are able to compel even minor
change in a target country, but all of these
sanctions create conditions of poverty, hun-
ger, and misery. In addition, it enables the
sanctioned country’s ruler, such as Saddam
Hussein, to point fingers at the West as the
cause of his nation’s internal problems. Per-
haps sanctions accomplish the exact opposite
of what they are intended for; they can be ma-
nipulated to secure Saddam Hussein’s power.
He can use nationalistic propaganda to cre-
ate public Iraqi animosity towards the West
and the US. And this can be justified: for the
sanctions can be seen to be the cause of the
Iraqi peoples’ suffering and not the policies of
Saddam Hussein himself.

Sanctions (in their impact on people)
demonstrate a lack of humane consideration
and they seem to be an ineffective way of
transforming the political circumstances of
the target country. In an international con-
text, sanctions can be pictured as blows de-
livered by the “western bully” to its smaller,
helpless opponent, for the “bill” is paid in the
tears and misery of innocent people.

Tue EU anp ACP: THE
CHANGING RELATIONSHIP

Cooperation between the European Un-
ion (EU) and the Africa Caribbean Pacific
(ACP) states was officially launched in 1975
when the first convention was signed in the
city of Lomé, Togo between 46 ACP states and
the EU states. Since then, the number of ACP

states has grown to 71 with the addition of
South Africa in July of 1998. The Lomé Con-
vention was established as an international
trade and aid agreement to provide financial,
economic and other support to developing
countries and promote self-reliance and sus-
tainable development in ACP states. The cur-
rent convention expires in 2000 and negotia-
tions for a fifth convention have been under
way since September 30th, 1999 in Brussels.
Has the Lomé Convention accomplished what
it intended to? If not, what needs to be done
to ensure that ACP countries find the eco-
nomic stability they need to prosper? These
are the questions facing the ACP and the EU
at the beginning of the new millennium in a
rapidly changing world.

Although conditions have improved for
ACP member states since the signing of the
original Lomé Convention, 41 of the least de-
veloped countries in the world are ACP coun-
tries. This factor has led to a widespread de-
bate over the effectiveness of the four aid
agreements made in the past 25 years. The
EU faces many new concerns today such as
the effects of a single currency (the Euro) on
the economy of member states, and the grow-
ing membership as countries from the former
Eastern bloc apply to join the Union. The
major problem facing the Lomé Convention
today is the changing economic environment,
particularly as globalisation poses the prob-
lem of integrating developing countries into
the global economy.

Both the EU and ACP must rethink their
interests and roles in establishing greater glo-
bal interdependence in order to accomplish
what they originally set out to do. According
to “The Green Paper,” published by the Euro-
pean Commission, the EU has expressed con-
cerns for creating a global development that
is “more compatible with European political
and social values,” as well as a “quest for peace
and stability,” and “better management of glo-
bal interdependence and risks.” Changing
attitudes among ACP countries will also have
an effect on the process. These countries are
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trying hard to create an environment for in-
tegration into the global economy and for sus-
tainable development, as well as building
strong democratic societies, while facing the
problem of rapid population growth.

The effectiveness of the aid provided
under the Lomé Convention is a subject of
debate for the aid to ACP countries has had
varying degrees of success in the past and
has been frequently criticized in recent years.
There is talk that financial and political
bonds must be fortified to create a founda-
tion for successful interdependence. There
is also widespread concern that funds for
emergencies and unforeseen crises are not
readily available if a country were to need
them. The groundwork, like general agree-
ment on democracy and the development of
a European conflict prevention policy, has
been laid, but the Lomé Conventions have
yet to build on this and create a more ex-
plicit political commitment between the ACP
and the EU member states. There is also a
growing need for the EU to invest more
wisely in developing industries in ACP coun-
tries, in order that the ACP nations play a
bigger role in international trade.

Since the ACP and EU include such a
wide range of regions, the Lomé Convention
should perhaps be split up into several re-
gional agreements to better serve the needs
of individual regions. These are just a few
examples of the types of decisions that need
to be made before the initiation of the fifth
Lomé Convention in January 2000 which will
remain in effect through 2005.

However, there seems to be a consensus
that many aspects of the aid agreement be-
tween the ACP and the EU must be reviewed
and altered to fit the ever-changing world
where effective interdependence and equal-
ity is essential. Both organizations must re-
think their strategies and new interests on
the regional level as well as on the global level.
As we enter the new millennium, there is an
increasing demand for changes in the foreign,
economic, political, social and cultural initia-

tives of many countries in order to facilitate
advances in technology as well as
globalisation and the emergence of develop-
ing countries into the global economy.

THE UNITED NATIONS AFTER
50 YEARS: INEQUALITY AND
DISCRIMINATION

For over fifty years the Security Council
of the United Nations has maintained the
same organizational structure. The Security
Council is composed of five permanent mem-
ber countries - China, France, the Russian
Federation, the United Kingdom, and the
United States - and 10 non-permanent mem-
bers elected by the General Assembly for two-
year terms. The countries that were victori-
ous or on the side of allies in World War II
became the veto power in the United Nations
Security Council.

Since many of these countries have been
transformed over the past half-century, the
UN is dealing with an imbalance of power in
the Security Council. Russia has gone through
various stages of political and economic
change. At present it is working towards a

free-market economy and a more open soci-

ety, but it no longer represents the “second or
third world,” although it was sympathetic to
developing nations. In addition, the USSR was
the original permanent member, not Russia.
The former USSR was subdivided and the
Russian Federation occupies its position. The
other countries that resulted from the break-
up of the former USSR have lost their origi-
nal representation. The political and economic
influence of France and the United Kingdom
has diminished significantly in the past fifty
years; they are no longer economic and politi-
cal great powers. However, they will continue
to hold their present power in the United
Nations Security Council due to their power
in the past.
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While the European continent has three
members, the continents of South America, Africa,
and Australia have no permanent representation.
This shows how much power is concentrated in
the NATO alliance and away from other areas of
the world. Oflate, countries from Africa have been
pushing for permanent membership for at least
oneAfrican nation to represent the region. It seems
only fair that an African country should be on the
Council to represent the continent. In addition,
Japan and other prosperous nations would like
permanent seats on the Security Council. How-
ever, one problem is, having opened the door to
one change, other countries will put their feet in
the door, demanding permanent membership on
the Security Council.

The question is: Are nations looking at
what is good for the world as a whole, or are
they looking at what is good for themselves?
The whole political system of the Security
Council was set up to perpetuate the power
base of the five permanent members of the
UN. In reality there will continue to be in-
equalities because these countries are not yet
ready to relinquish their power. In the Secu-
rity Council voting decisions on procedural
questions require nine votes, but decisions
cannot be taken on all other matters if there
is a negative vote by a permanent member
(known as the “veto”).

One of the largest inequalities within
the Security Council involves the treatment
of one country, Israel. Of all UN member
countries, only Israel is ineligible to serve
on the Security Council. In order to be eli-
gible, a country must belong to one of the
five regional groups. Israel should be a part
of the Asian bloc, but Iran, Iraq, Saudi Ara-
bia and others have prevented its entry for
decades. Of all UN members only Israel is
denied the right to belong to any regional
group. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
has called for an end to this injustice and
“the normalization of Israel’s status within
the United Nations.”

As a temporary measure, Israel has
sought acceptance in the West European and

Others Group (WEOG), which includes the
nations of Western Europe in addition to Aus-
tralia, Canada, New Zealand and the United
States. Only the U.S., Australia, Canada and
Norway have supported Israel’s admission to
the WEOG. The 15-member European Union,
however, refuses to act, fearing increased com-
petition for one of the Security Council’s ten
rotating seats and possible retribution from
Arab nations.

Very recently, however, it has been dis-
covered that Israel’s long-sought goal may be
realized. While it has been said that Ireland,
Italy and perhaps a third European nation
were refusing to support Israel’s admission,
the other nations of the European Union seem
to have agreed to admit Israel.

Many countries want to expand the
membership of the Security Council to in-
clude new permanent and non-permanent
members; however no change has been
made since 1965, when the number of non-
permanent members was changed from 6 to
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10. Finally this resistance to change in the
UN structure seems to be lifting, and Isra-
el’s possible admittance into the WEOG may
be just the beginning.

To WHAT EXTENT HAS
TweNTIETH CENTURY WAR
CuANGED THE TRADITIONAL
Roire or WoMEN IN THE
UNITED STATES?

Those twentieth century wars which
have involved the United States of America
have generated needs that have led to changes
in the traditional role of women. These
changes have been significant but the ad-
vancements have not, for the most part, been
permanent. Throughout the history of the
United States there have been deep-rooted
cultural beliefs about the limited roles of
women in society. Women’s natural roles were
believed to be those of wives and mothers.
They were better suited for domestic duties
rather than public or business positions. Since
they were perceived to be intellectually infe-
rior, women were only minimally educated, if
at all. Men controlled most of the positions of
authority and women were not given the op-
portunity to take the first steps to advance
their positions in society.

During World War I, women, like men,
participated in the war effort in jobs, as me-
chanics, munitions workers, truck drivers, and
welders, which had previously been closed to
women. An estimated 25,000 women served
abroad. Of these, 10,000 served in the Navy
Nurse Corps and the Army, often working in
difficult and dangerous situations. One nurse
described an underground, improvised hospi-
tal: “I have not seen daylight for eight days now
and the stench in this cave is pretty bad: no air,
artificial light, and the cots are so close together

you can just get between them. Side by side I
have Americans, English, Scotch, Irish, and
French, and apart in the corners are Boche.
They have to watch each other die.”

Women also served overseas in other
capacities with the Army and American medi-
cal, welfare, and relief agencies. They relieved
American Expeditionary Force (AEF) males
as hospital aids, dieticians, cooks, assistants
in relief projects, clerks, and telephone and
telegraph operators. Others worked for the
welfare of the soldiers under the auspices of
the Red Cross, YMCA, Salvation Army, and
religious organizations.

However, World War I did not have a last-
ing effect on the employment of women mainly
because the war did not last long and did not
demand much manpower. The draft never
assimilated more than 2 million men, and the
rest remained in their jobs. The war ended
in 1918, and women workers relinquished
their jobs to returning soldiers.

Although it was demonstrated that
women could work as well as men and that
they could make a meaningful contribution
to the war effort, women had to continue to
fight for the right to vote. Carrie Chapman
Catt, leader of the drive for woman’s suffrage,
said, “It is doubtful if any man...ever realized
what the suffrage struggle came to mean to
women... How much of time and patience, how
much of work, energy, aspiration, how much
of faith, how much of hope, and how much of
despair went into it. It leaves its mark on one,
such a struggle.”

The perception that it was not a wom-
an’s place to make political decisions was
held despite the participation of women in
the war. Only after pressure through
marches, picketing, petitions, and hunger
strikes, was the Nineteenth Amendment
passed by Congress and ratified by the
states in 1920 giving women the right to
vote. However, the amendment did not have
the desired impact. Meaningful advances for
women in American politics would be denied
for decades.
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Similarly, World War II allowed women
more job opportunities, but few of these con-
tinued after the war when the troops re-
turned to civilian life. During World War
II, women learned new skills and received
high pay. The number of black women work-
ers doubled. Married women and women
with disabilities got jobs in record numbers.
The US government launched an intensive
media campaign to encourage women to join
the workforece.

The Women’s Airforce Services Pilots
(WASPs) came under contract to the US Army
in World War II. WASP was a group of civil-
1an pilots, who served as test pilots, ran tar-
get missions providing training for anti - air-
craft gunners, and ferried new aircraft to
embarkation points around the country. De-
spite the unit’s record, Congress refused to
make WASP part of the regular military forces
and finally disbanded it in 1944.

In 1942, the US Congress established the
Women’s Army Corps (WAC). It was organ-
ized as a noncombatant army unit in World
War II. By 1945 more than 99,000 women had
served in the WAC both overseas and in the
US. With the passage of the Women’s Armed
Services Integration Act in 1948, the WAC was
made part of the regular army. About 83,000
women were serving in the US Army in 1987.

World War II had the greatest effect on
women’s employment. The war lasted over
four years and over 15 million men and
women entered the armed forces from the
work force, creating opportunities for women
not already in the work force or in the armed
forces. Many women used the goal of winning
the war to justify their departure from tradi-
tional roles. During the post - World War II
era, growing numbers of women took jobs to
assist in supporting their families.

When the war ended, the government
launched another campaign but this time it
was trying to persuade women to leave the
labor force. The campaign described a “nor-
mal” woman as devoted to her children, her
husband, and herself. One who “stayed home”

and fulfilled herself by cleaning, baking, and
keeping herself attractive for her husband. In
the aftermath of World War I, a senator com-
mented on the issue of women in the army,
“Who will then do the cooking, the washing,
the mending, the humble homely tasks to
which every women has devoted herself.
Think of the humiliation! What has become
of the manhood of America?”

The turmoil of World War II affected all
aspects of American life and threw families
into disarray. When the war ended there was
the hope that lives could be resumed and life
could be safe and secure again. It is not sur-
prising then that women did not protest
against the loss of their new employment or
insist on equality in the workforce. It was of-
ten their husbands and sons who were return-
ing and in need of jobs. Women may have ac-
quiesced to a great extent, but the scope and
magnitude of World War II created such an
upheaval in American society that everyone
wanted a return to normalcy even if it meant
a step back for women.

The attitude of women during World War
I and World War II was one of support and
determination to help in the war effort. The
efforts of women were appreciated and they
worked for salaries and volunteered in war
bond sales, Salvation Army drives, and the
Red Cross. There was an atmosphere of pa-
triotic participation and helping to defend the
country against a common enemy. Starkly
different from this was the attitude of many
young women during the Vietnam War. The
Vietnam War changed the traditional role of
women to the extent that it changed the ideal
model of the American woman as whole-
heartedly backing a war effort. While approxi-
mately 10,000 military women and more than
13,000 Red Cross women served in Vietnam,
at home many young women participated in
demonstrations, riots, and protests against
the involvement of the US in Vietnam. They
were vocal and sometimes violent, rather than
“pitching in” to help. Women were taking a
political stand and this may have contributed
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to later participation in political demonstra-
tions for women’s rights such as the march in
1970 by 50,000 women down Fifth Avenue in
New York to commemorate the fiftieth anni-
versary of the Nineteenth Amendment.

More recently in the war with Iraq
called Desert Storm, one tenth of the US
force was composed of women. Women filled
traditional roles as cooks, clerks, and
nurses, but also served as fire fighters, stra-
tegic planners, and intelligence officers,
operating close to the fire zone. “Once you
work with them enough, they realize that
you’re a soldier like they are,” said Lieut.
Lynnel Bifora of Mohawk, NY. The role of
women in the military had already ex-
panded by the time of the Persian Gulf War
and women again demonstrated their abil-
ity to perform.

Under the demands of war, men have
often been willing to break the mold of so-
cial custom and allow gender roles to shift.
Lifting barriers during wartime became a
pattern in the US, but it did not lead to the
expectation of permanent jobs for women.
More women did enter the workforce for the
first time, but this was only temporary
progress. Military service for most women
ended, along with many factory jobs and
other wartime positions. Many male work-
ers often regarded women with hostility and
prejudice and they feared for their jobs in
the future if women were to become perma-
nent employees.

The wars of the twentieth century had a
significant impact on the traditional role of
women in the US, but the extent of that ef-
fect was temporary. The ability of women to
“fill a man’s shoes” in industry and defense
was encouraged only as long as it served the
war effort. It was not supported in developed
nations, where many jobs are lost.

Equality for women has had to come from
more specific efforts by women such as the
Women’s Suffrage Movement and the femi-
nist movement in the years between World
War II and Desert Storm.

CuBa ArTER THE CoLD

War: WHAT SHOULD THE
U.S. PoLicy BE?

Cuba’s place in the world has changed
dramatically over the past ten years. With the
collapse of the Soviet Union and most other
communist states, it is now an isolated
anomaly and a threat to no one. All its troops
are out of Africa; it is no longer supporting
revolutionary movements anywhere in the
world; its military ties to Russia are dwindling
and in any event are no longer in any way
threatening to the United States.

What should U.S. policy toward Cuba be
now that the island no longer constitutes a
security concern — or even a foreign policy
problem? People have been predicting the fall
of Fidel Castro by year’s end for the past three
years or more. They have been wrong, but
might Castro’s collapse come soon, in that
case, the U.S. government could logically ar-
gue that it should do nothing other than await
the inevitable. Castro’s fall does not appear
to be imminent, so a more active policy might
be in order. But should it be one of increased
or reduced pressures, one of cautious detente
or of hardened resolve never to deal with the
Castro government?

Cuba has been a peculiarly emotional
issue in U.S. foreign policy since the Spanish
American war of 1898. Unfortunately, it seems
to be no less so in this post-cold-war era; cur-
rent U.S. policy is obsolete. Reducing pres-
sures and trying to open a dialogue with Cuba
would better serve the United States. Recent
efforts to increase pressures, such as embod-
ied in the Cuban Democracy Act, have been
decidedly counterproductive, as pointed up by
the U.S.’s isolation in the United Nations,
which on November 24 1998 overwhelmingly
passed a resolution calling for the lifting of
the trade embargo.
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With the collapse of the Soviet Union,
Cuba lost its principal trading partner and
source of economic assistance. As a direct re-
sult, its economy has contracted by some 40
percent since 1989. In 1992, moreover, it was
able to import only half as much petroleum
as it once did for its normal needs. Few manu-
factured goods are reaching the island these
days. No one is actually going hungry. Free
medical care and education remain available,
and most Cubans, though not all, have ad-
equate housing. But daily life has become an
exhausting ordeal.

This, however, does not mean collapse is
near. No matter how difficult the economic
situation, the bottom line is that Castro would
have to be removed by force of arms. He will
not simply resign or scuttle off into golden
exile. Who then will take up arms against
him? There is no organized opposition in Cuba
and not likely to be any. For one thing, it would
be extremely difficult to mount such a force,
for Castro’s security apparatus is massive and
effective. For another, whether they like him
or not, Castro has dominated the political
landscape for forty years and still has more
of a psychological hold over the Cuban people
than any dictator has had over his people at
the peak of his power.

While many Cubans think of leaving, and
some even risk the dangerous passage to Key
West in rubber rafts, few, if any, think of
changing the situation by force of arms. That
includes the army.

Cuba has signed a new trade agreement
with Russia, mostly at world market prices,
has found some new trading partners and has
tripled its trade with China. None of this
comes close to replacing the massive trading
arrangement it once had with the Soviet Un-
ion, but at least it will result in an increase in
petroleum and other imports. Also playing to
Cuba’s advantage is the fact that world mar-
ket prices for a number of its export commodi-
ties are on the rise.

Cuba is in need of reform because while
the country is experiencing some economic

improvement, Cuba too must adjust to the
world that has changed around it. In Cuba
the process of change will be carefully con-
trolled and will lead to neither a western-
style democracy nor capitalism according to
Castro. To meet its own needs, Cuba must
at least move toward a mixed economy and
a more open political system. The Castro
government can survive, but only if it can
restore the Cuban economy.

Change is indeed already taking place
on the economic side, as evidenced by the
Cuban government’s willingness to begin
mixed ventures with foreign private capital
and to allow individual Cuban citizens to en-
gage in private enterprise, at least in the serv-
ice sector. Much more needs to be done. If for-
eign investors can organize private companies
in Cuba, shouldn’t groups of Cuban citizens
be able to do the same? Cuba has a literate
and industrious population. Foreign investors
would be more comfortable with a mixed
economy in which Cuban private enterprise,
however limited, also played a role. The Cu-
ban government has not gone far enough, but
on the economic side, the Cubans are at least
moving in the right direction and the process
will almost certainly take on a momentum of
its own, Castro’s socialism or-harsh rhetoric
notwithstanding. However, the Cubans (like
the Chinese) have not been open to political
economic reforms. Closed political systems
simply do not provide the kind of foundation
for a market economy. Hence, Cuba must open
up its own market.

Cuba also needs to reintegrate itself
into the inter-American family of nations.
Most of the Latin American states are sup-
portive, but they insist that Cuba must be-
gin to give its people a greater voice in choos-
ing their leaders. Mexico and Venezuela
could be most helpful to Cuba in its present
economic crisis by providing petroleum at
lower prices. However to do so, they would
have to defy U.S. pressures.

Prior to late 1991, the Cuban govern-
ment seemed open to the idea of change,
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though rejecting any move toward a western
type democracy. It promised direct and open
elections to the National Assembly and even
suggested that a multiparty system was a
possibility. Had the government continued in
that spirit and come up with a credible elec-
toral process, most Latin American govern-
ments, including Venezuela and Mexico, prob-
ably would have been satisfied. When the
necessary electoral reform law was issued in
late 1992, however, it had been reduced to
near-farcical terms. But Cubans argue that
continued U.S. pressure and hostility make
electoral and other reforms less than likely.
There seems to be a direct relationship be-
tween the level of tension between Washing-
ton and Havana and the degree to which there
can be internal relaxation in Cuba. Castro is
an authoritarian leader who wants to keep
his power. The question is whether or not he
is pragmatic enough to understand that it is
only by opening up, that he can revitalize
Cuba and turn it into an integrated and
smoothly functioning member of the interna-
tional community. Cuba’s human rights ac-
tivists call for a reduction of bilateral tensions
as the best means of creating a climate in
which positive change can take place. The
Cuban Commission for Human Rights and
National Reconciliation, for example, urges
the United States to lift its trade embargo and

normalize relations immediately. What is
needed is a more flexible policy better adapted
to the post-cold-war period whose objectives
would be: 1) to encourage movement toward
a more open system and greater respect for
human rights, 2) to improve the living condi-
tions of the Cuban people, and 3) to make it
easier for families to visit between Cuba and
the U.S.

Tur U.S. anDp CuBa: How
70 ProMOTE CHANGE?

What are U.S. interests? For almost thirty
years, U.S. interests with respect to Cuba were
of a security nature and had more to do with
Washington’s global rivalry with Moscow than
with Cuba itself. Every Cuban action had to be
analysed within a Cold War context, i.e., in
terms of whether it advanced Soviet objectives
or in some way undermined those of the U.S.
Early on, U.S. officials even insisted that it was
not Cuba’s socialist system that concerned the
U.S. Cuba’s internal arrangements were its own
affair but rather, its interventionist foreign
policy and its military ties to the Soviet Union.
Under the Carter administration, human rights
were added to the list of concerns. The U.S. could
move toward normalization, Carter indicated,
if Cuba ceased its intervention in
revolutionary situations in vari-
ous parts of the world, and if it
showed greater respect for human
rights. U.S. officials were saying
that the obstacles to a more nor-
mal relationship with Cuba had
to do essentially with Cuba’s for-
eign policy, not with its system at
home. What now stands in the
way of better U.S.-Cuba relations?
It is no longer its support of revo-
lutionary movements, and its mili-
tary ties to Russia all virtually
nonexistent. None of that has
made any difference. Rather than
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reducing pressures against Cuba, the Bush ad-
ministration increased them. Security concerns
are not the key.

What are the U.S.” s real interests in
Cuba? What kind of outcome would best
serve those interests?

1) Avoiding Damage to the U.S. Inter-
national Image and to Relations With De-
veloping Nations. First of all, since Cuba is
no longer a security concern or a foreign
policy problem of any significance to the
U.S., it would not be logical to disrupt
America’s important relationships with
other countries because of Cuba. Confidence
in U.S. leadership is being undermined.
Governments friendly to the U.S. elsewhere
have regarded the U.S. obsession with Cuba
as irrational. Especially troubling to them
is the continued U.S. refusal to sell foods
and medicines to Cuba, a position that is
inhumane. To U.S. explanations that nor-
mal relations are impossible because Cuba
does not have a democratic system and vio-
lates human rights, friendly governments
note that the U.S. has normal relations with
a whole series of countries that are no more
democratic than Cuba and whose records on
human rights abuses are far worse. It is not
a reassuring performance, and does not re-
flect the kind of vision and seriousness of
purpose one would expect of a world leader.

2) Encouraging a More Open System
The argument is not over whether to do it,
but how best to do it. Most human rights
activists in Cuba say that a more democratic
form of government could best be achieved
through reduced tensions and more normal
relations. It has been precisely during peri-
ods of relaxation of bilateral tensions that
the Cuban government has shown itself
most disposed to move in the desired direc-
tion. During the inchoate Carter opening to
Cuba back in 1978 and 1979, for example,
the Cuban government released most politi-
cal prisoners then held some five thousand,
and allowed any who wished to leave the
country to do so. And it was in 1987 and

1988, as the Reagan administration in its
last two years negotiated a number of is-
sues with Cuba and as the expectation grew
that a Bush administration might be will-
ing to have a more normal relationship with
Cuba, that significant improvements were
registered in the field of human rights. In
its Human Rights report for 1988, the State
Department acknowledged that there had
been a significant improvement. The Bush
administration, however, did not act on that
basis; it circulated a memorandum indicat-
ing there would be no improvement in rela-
tions with Cuba because there had been no
change in Cuban conduct.

3) Economic Benefits: The United
States also has economic interests in Cuba.
It is a relatively small market, but for cer-
tain regions and companies, trading with
Cuba could be quite lucrative for the U.S.’s
business. The United States wants to be
compensated for the goods and properties
nationalized by the Cuban government back
in the late 1960s. Cuba has consistently ac-
knowledged its obligation to compensate
U.S. property owners and indicated its will-
ingness to sit down at the negotiating ta-
ble. Indeed, it has long since worked out sat-
isfactory compensation agreements with all
other countries that had claims against it.
Cuban officials have consistently indicated
that settlement of the compensation issue
would have to be accompanied by a lifting
of the embargo. They were not the first to
link the two issues, however. In 1960, the
United States imposed its embargo because
Cuba had nationalized all U.S. properties.
As the two sides began discussing a negoti-
ating agenda in 1977, it was the United
States that insisted the embargo could not
be lifted until the compensation issue had
been worked out. In now taking the posi-
tion that the reverse is also true, Cuba is
doing what the U.S. did to it. The United
States could be compensated and renewed
trade would be of economic benefit to both
countries. The Cuban Democracy Act is only
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a rehash of what the U.S. has been doing
since the ‘Bay of Pigs’ in 1961. Its propo-
nents described it in misleading terms and
made false claims for it. Shortly after its en-
actment, the U.N. General Assembly, on No-
vember 24, 1992, overwhelmingly voted
against the United States in approving a
resolution calling for the lifting of the U.S.
embargo. The year before, a similar resolu-
tion had not even made it to the floor.
Thanks to its policy, the United States was
isolated, with only Israel and Romania vot-
ing with the U.S.

An effective approach to the Cuban issue
would begin by formulating policy measures
that are carefully geared to the advancement
of U.S. objectives. It is important to note also
that achievement of those objectives does not
hinge upon the fall of Fiidel Castro, however vis-
cerally pleasing that outcome might be to U.S.
leaders. Those objectives of highest priority do
not even require reciprocal measures on Cuba’s
part. If the U.S. wishes to protect its position
with developing nations and erase the image of
the United States as an irrational bully in its
dealings with Cuba, it should immediately take
measures to do so, irrespective of attitudes and
actions on Cuba’s part.

Those measures could include the following:

(1) Open the way for the sale of food
and medicine to Cuba. Many Americans
believe the prohibition of such sales
should not have been imposed in the first
place, that the United States should never
be in the position of refusing to sell food
and medicine to anyone. To maintain such
a ban now, with the Cold War over and
when it is clearly the Cuban people them-
selves who suffer the consequences, can-
not but help appear inhumane.

(2) Lift all travel controls and encourage
Cuba to do the same, so that Cubans and
Americans, subject only to normal visa re-
quirements, can travel freely back and forth.
In principle if not in point of law, denying
American citizens the right to travel to an-
other country is an infringement of their fun-

damental rights that should not be carried out
by a democratic administration sworn to up-
hold basic freedoms. Beyond that, allowing
Americans to travel freely to Cuba would be
an excellent way of increasing the flow of in-
formation and new ideas to the Cuban peo-
ple. In fact, cultural and academic exchanges
are an excellent means of increasing the Cu-
ban people’s access to information and ideas.
Performers, artists and intellectuals from both
countries should tour each other’s country.
Should Cuba respond positively to these steps
on the part of the United States, the next step
would be to begin negotiating the various bi-
lateral issues that stand in the way of a more
normal relationship. These would include,
first and foremost, compensation for nation-
alized U.S. properties and the lifting of the
U.S. embargo. Progress on compensation
would be complicated by the U.S. position that
in addition to the principal, Cuba should pay
6 percent per annum on that sum, and by
Cuba’s counter-claims stemming from the Bay
of Pigs invasion and the thirty-year U.S. em-
bargo. A formula informally discussed back
in 1977, however, might offer a way around
these complications: the United States would
disregard its demand for payment of inter-
est, while Cuba would drop its counter claims.
The two sides could then get down to negoti-
ating the principal to be paid in compensa-
tion, the lifting of the embargo and the estab-
lishment of a surcharge on Cuban imports into
the United States, out of which that compen-
sation would be paid. With that done, full dip-
lomatic relations should be restored and the
two sides could move on to the solution of other
outstanding issues.

Relations between the two countries
may not be cordial for a very long time even
after ‘normalization’, and cannot be until
Cuba has transformed itself into a much
more open society showing full respect for
the civil rights of its citizens. But it is
through a process of engagement that the
United States can do the most to encourage
Cuba toward such a transformation.
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CHILD EXPLOITATION:
INEQUALITIES THROUGH
(GLOBALISATION AND
INTERDEPENDENCE

In the present competitive international
economy, both businesses and consumers are
seeking cheaper and cheaper sources of goods,
no matter who makes them. This competition
stems from the global economic race that theo-
retically attempts to better the well - being of
each country’s people. Globalisation has had an
enormous impact on the world economy, which
has, in turn, had a large effect on each compet-
ing nation. Though there are a few countries
that succeed in the global economy and accu-
mulate an overwhelmingly large revenue, there
are also dozens of countries that struggle with
poverty, starvation, and overpopulation. Since
these emerging countries rely heavily on agri-
culture as a major source of income, there are
not enough jobs to support the millions of un-
employed people. This forces children to work
in order to
provide in-
come for
their fami-
lies. Chil-
dren’s last
resort is to
engage in
prostitu-
tion, theft,
and the
drug trade.
In order to
avoid these
traps and
still be able
to support
their fami-
lies, they

work in factories in which they are deprived of
their human rights, as well as being physically
and emotionally abused, and are paid less than
a fraction of the United States standard for mini-
mum wage. This is the phenomenon known as
child exploitation.

The nations which face these issues are
now economically dependent on larger, more
powerful nations as sources of capital, pri-
marily the United States, the leading Eu-
ropean nations and Japan who are in the
driver’s seat of the world economy. These
powers have the freedom to take advantage
of struggling countries’ economic despera-
tion. The economically powerful are aware
of the developing countries’ dire need of in-
come; therefore global corporations compet-
ing in the capitalist economy seek the cheap-
est labour as possible, which can be found
in the poorest countries. Not only are de-
veloping nations dependent on the great
powers for any source of capital (regardless
of minimal pay and conditions imple-
mented), these great powers are dependent
on the developing countries because the glo-
bal economy has become a running compe-
tition. Each great power is striving to make
as much profit as possible. This means that
they must take advantage of the despera-
tion of the less developed countries, in or-
der not to fall behind in the economic race.
Thus, if one country drops out of the race,
the global economy changes and the with-
drawn country loses strength and falls be-
hind. Today it is vital to keep up with the
global economy or stagnation occurs. Even
economically stable countries have difficulty
keeping up, therefore it is a necessity for
developing countries to get income by any
means. The governments of the developing
nations are aware of the harsh conditions
the workers are exposed to, but the need to
generate income is so great that drastic
working conditions are accepted. With the
U.S. government ignoring a prevalent prob-
lem and various other leaders accepting the
problem, it makes it difficult to determine
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if improvement is possible with no one to
implement necessary restrictions or work-
ing conditions. As the minimum age require-
ment for employment throughout the devel-
oping world ranges from as young as seven
to as old as sixteen the problem is being com-
pounded, not eliminated.

This situation is clear in various Latin
American countries, such as Honduras, Bra-
zil, El Salvador, and Guatemala, where fac-
tories are set up for the purpose of mass pro-
duction, mass profit, and above all, to manu-
facture goods as cheaply as possible. An es-
timated 43% of children in the labour force
in these countries are physically injured in
their work. This situation occurs primarily
in agriculture, because operating machin-
ery without the required training results in
injuries. The workers have no health care
or insurance to compensate for their inju-
ries, so they continue to work because of the
demand for money. An estimated 84% do not
have a lunch break or a mere bathroom
break. Approximately 88% have been
abused either verbally or physically, as well
10% of girls placed as servants in the
workplace are sexually abused. It is esti-
mated that of the fifteen million children
working in the Latin American region, half
range between the ages of six and fourteen.

The two main types of child labour ex-
ploitation are in agriculture and factory work,
commonly referred to as sweatshops. A sweat-
shop is a large factory, which hires children
to put in long hours for less than minimum
pay. Both agricultural work and work in a
sweatshop involves mistreatment and danger.
However if a child does not work, he/she also
faces exploitation. The poor children who do
not work have one alternative: to live on the
streets and survive off illegal activity. Theft
is common as is prostitution, drug traffick-
ing, and pornography.

Child exploitation has evolved into a tre-
mendous problem. Children of various ages
work in both formal and informal sectors for
long hours without rest, under brutal physi-

cal and psychological conditions, all for mi-
nuscule pay which is much less than the mini-
mum wage in the U.S. or the European na-
tions. This issue’s prevalence overlaps with
the worldwide problem of poverty. With so
many of the Latin American countries in for-
eign debt, economic mobilization has become
impossible. When there is so little income,
labour is vital, hence children enter the la-
bour force under harsh circumstances. This
problem of children forced into inhumane
working conditions earning less than mini-
mum pay continues to persist even though
knowledge of the hazards are being exposed.

In 1996, TV celebrity Kathie Lee
Gifford’s clothing line was exposed as using
child workers to produce clothes. Four tenths
of a percent of the retail price of the item was
the entire pay check of the child, not includ-
ing daily transportation and food, at their own
the child’s expense. Three years have passed
since this exploitation was confronted, and
now the work - force only consists of people
older than fifteen. Although this still seems
absurd, it is a major improvement in such a
short period, thus demonstrating that the
problem is so severe that it would take ex-
tended amounts of time to create appropriate
conditions for young workers.

Contrary to popular belief, banning the
exploiting companies is not an effective
method to solving this problem according to
Barbara Brigs, senior associate from the Na-
tional Labour Committee. “Banning the com-
panies that take part in child exploitation is
not an effective way to stop mistreatment. De-
veloping countries can’t afford to be isolated
from the global market any more than they
are. The sad truth is that every successful US
company uses child labour, for the main rea-
son that they can. There are no regulations
that defend the rights of child workers, and it
will only be a matter of time and global com-
mitment to establish that children simply
should not work, and that large companies
simply can’t take advantage of developing
countries, it is just unacceptable.”
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“Global economic policies promote unem-
ployment among adults,” Maria Estela Rios
Gonzalez concluded. Rios is president of the
Mexican National Association of Democratic
Lawyers. “Child labour is cheaper, more doc-
ile, and easier to manipulate. Children de-
mand less. But we cannot have unemploy-
ment for thousands of adults, and substitute
for it the labour of countless children. This is
a violation of all it means to be a human be-
ing.” The truth remains that child labour is
the easiest, and more profitable type of work.
The fact that the global economy is highly in
favour of the several large countries, which
are highly destructive to many others, shows
how the economy needs a form of balance that
will improve human rights as well as keeping
the global economy intact. Profit has been a
first priority over human rights, and it is evi-
dent that the time has come for change.

The global economy should offer children
an escape from lives of forced labour. Instead,
it is drawing more and more of them into vari-
ous types of servitude. The larger, affluent
companies take advantage of the economic
inequalities without facing any consequences.
The purpose of a global economy was once to
keep countries in line with each other and to
make worldwide trade profitable, but instead
it has evolved into an economic competition
where interdependency violates the physical
and mental well - being of children, let alone,
human beings. As Brigs said “Until a world-
wide understanding can be established that
child exploitation is the result of the global
economy’s inability to maintain a healthy bal-
ance, it will continue to infest.”

CuiLp LABOUR IN INDIA

Child labour stems from the simple fi-
nancial goal of maximizing profits while mini-
mizing costs. A growing number of children
in developing countries are being exploited
and forced into labour, often working twelve-

hour shifts at less than fifty cents an hour.
Powerful corporations that have deemed quick
production in mass quantities necessary, op-
erate their factories in these countries. An ex-
ample of a country where such child labour
exists is India, which is a developing country
with a high poverty rate and in its poor areas
lacks a solid education system. Parents often
rely on their children to bring in a large part
of the family income. Child labour is, for poor
families, an important source of income be-
cause there are no other alternatives; for in
India there is no kind of welfare system or
low interest loans for poor people. Children’s
work is considered essential to maintain the
economic level of households. UNICEF esti-
mates that the current number of child la-
bourers under the age of fourteen in India
ranges from seventy-five to ninety million.

The 1981 Census of India divided child
labour into nine industrial divisions. The di-
visions are: I. Cultivation II. Agricultural
Labour Ill. Livestock, Forestry, Fishing, Plan-
tation IV. Mining and Quarrying V. Manufac-
turing, Processing, Servicing and Repairs VI
Construction VII. Trade and Commerce VIII.
Transport, Storage, and Communication IX.
Other services

The majority of rural child workers,
84.29% of them, are employed in cultivation
and agricultural labour (division I and II).
Urban child labourers are distributed differ-
ently; 39.16% of them are involved in manu-
facturing, processing, servicing and repairs.
Although more children are involved in agri-
culture related jobs, most children involved
in manufacturing are bonded labourers.
Bonded labour is the phenomenon of children
working in conditions of servitude in order to
pay off a family debt. It is estimated that one
million child labourers are bonded labourers.

There is a direct connection between In-
dia’s high poverty rate (37% of the urban popu-
lation and 39% of the rural population) and
child labour. Many families need money to
survive; and their children are a source of
additional income. An in-depth study con-
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ducted by the International Labour Organi-
zation Bureau of Statistics concluded that
“Children’s work was considered essential to
maintaining the economic level of households,
either in the form of work for wages, of help
in household enterprises or of household
chores in order to free adult household mem-
bers for economic activity elsewhere.” The
study also found that a child’s income could
constitute up to 37.5% of the total family in-
come, making children an essential key to a
family’s survival. Another obstacle families
face comes from the lack of a social welfare
system, as well as the difficulty in acquiring
low interest loans. Extreme poverty, combined
with this lack of social security can bring
about the harshest type of child labour,
bonded child labour. Local moneylenders take
advantage of the lack of bank loans, govern-

mental loans or other forms of credit. Since
the earnings of a bonded child are less than
the interest accumulated on their loans, they
are forced to work until their parents pay a
lump sum to the moneylender. This payment
is usually impossible to make. If the bonded
worker is released, the conditions of poverty
that were prevalent before bondage will re-
turn causing families to once again turn to
the moneylenders and the process will repeat
itself. In such situations, parents abandon-
ing their moral and ethical values, sell their
children for the hope of a better future and
the chance to feed the rest of their family. The
children in turn feel cheap and used, almost
as if they have been abandoned by their par-
ents, and that the monetary value they bring
exceeds their value as people.

It has also become evident that child la-
bourers are being exploited due to the
low wages they receive. Often when
children and adults engage in the same
task, children’s earnings are consist-
ently lower. The conditions under
which the children are forced to work
are also atrocious. Most children work
seven days a week, often past mid-
night, in small, crowded, filthy facto-
ries with little to eat or drink.

Poverty is not the only major
cause of child labour; lack of education
contributes to the problem as well.
Some schools are simply inadequate,
and the schooling expenses leave some
children with little else to do but work.
India’s education system lacks effec-
tiveness in producing basic literacy in
the population. Therefore, the inad-
equate condition of the education sys-
tem is a powerful influence on the sup-
ply of child labour. The overall literacy
rate of 40.8% lags behind that of other
developing countries, and the primary
school dropout rate is 62.0%, which
means that a large portion of the chil-
dren are receiving no type of basic edu-
cation. Few students even reach fifth
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or sixth grade. Parents withdraw their chil-
dren from school and deposit them in the la-
bour force because of the pressing need for
the child’s earnings as well as the low per-
ceived advantage of education. Poverty con-
tributes to the high dropout rates, and thus,
no matter how good schools are, school sur-
vival rates and literacy rates will still remain
low. Stemming from both poverty and lack of
education comes child labour. With nowhere
else to turn, parents often forfeit their chil-
dren’s education for extra needed income. It
has been observed that “the overall condition
of the education system can be a powerful in-
fluence on the supply of child labour”

Child labour is a significant problem
around the world, but more so in developing
countries. The child work participation rates
are higher in India than in other developing
countries. The main factors that contribute
to the rise of child labour are poverty and lack
of education. The governments should focus
on giving assistance to the poor before attack-
ing child labour. If poverty is addressed, then
the need for child labour will automatically
diminish. Assistance, however, can only be
offered if people are aware of the problem.
Thus, the first step must be in providing in-
formation. Involvement will come as a result
of the increased knowledge.

DISPARITIES IN HUMANITAR-
IAN AipD BETWEEN AFRICA
AND EUROPE

In the heart of Africa Justine Kokolo and
her seven children were barely surviving on a
diet of roots and leaves. The family, fleeing from
Brazzaville in the Republic of Congo in an at-
tempt to escape the fighting between govern-
ment forces and guerrillas, had found itself in
the bleak and miserable swampy Pool region.
Conditions were so bad that eventually her fam-
ily moved back to Brazzaville, a decision she

now regrets. For families like the Kokolos, in-
ternational humanitarian aid has not come
through. In fact, in Africa there are many such
horror stories. Even though brutal civil wars
and increasing refugee populations dominate
the continent, international attention and aid
has focused on more recent and fashionable
cases like Kosovo.

Most people are aware of the weak po-
litical and economic conditions in certain re-
gions in Europe. In the past year the media
has given widespread coverage of the Kosovo
crisis. However, African nations that have
borne more years of civil wars and human
rights violations have not received any me-
dia attention. It has been reported that
118,000 Congolese (DRC) refugees receive aid
and protection from the UN and about 415,000
refugees from the Great Lakes region in Af-
rica. In the 1990s civil wars in this part of
Africa have caused an influx of refugees seek-
ing shelter in neighbouring countries. Yet
hardly anyone is aware of the problems.

Conditions in refugee camps in Africa are
at a much lower standard than those in the
war-torn regions of Europe. Malnutrition is
rampant, as in the Mtabila refugee camps in
Kigoma, Tanzania, where refugees live on 975
calories a day in the form of maize and lentils
provided by the World Food Program. The
disparities in humanitarian aid distribution
is evident in the UN statistic which estimates
that 20 cents is spent for every African refu-
gee compared to a whopping $2.80 for every
European refugee. The UNECR subtotal ob-
ligation level for Africa is $12,4243,489 less
than that of Europe and the combined subto-
tal obligation levels of Africa and Asia do not
amount to the European subtotal. The refu-
gees in Africa who have heard reports of the
tremendous amounts of aid given to Kosovo
wonder why their nations receive so little.
Adam Kimbisa, Secretary General of the Tan-
zanian Red Cross asks, “ Does a refugee in
Africa need less calories, less vitamins, less
clothes than a refugee in Kosovo?”

Why is there such a difference in the
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amounts of humanitarian aid given to Af-
rica and Europe? Much of the blame can be
attributed to media exposure. When asked
what was the largest war of 1999 or the most
brutal war of recent times, many people
would answer Kosovo. However, according
to statistics, the true answers are the war
between Eritrea and Ethiopia (where tens
of thousands of people were killed, wounded,
or captured and at least 600,000 citizens
were displaced) and the war in Sierra Leone
where for eight years much of the entire
population has been uprooted. Generally the
media focuses on countries that are of eco-
nomic or political interest to superpowers
like America. Humanitarian officials in Af-
rica are disturbed by the effect of the ‘glam-
our’ crises, such as Kosovo, that take atten-
tion and aid away from the other hot spots.
It is hard to tell whether racism or preju-
dice plays a role in the decision making of
which nations get humanitarian aid. The
fact is that when it comes to American aid
and protection, America has a longstanding
political and economic historical affiliation
with Europe. This may make sense on a
practical level, but the reasoning must be
put in a global perspective. The fair distri-
bution of humanitarian aid must transcend
trade interests or political connections.

The most immediate effect of the unfair
distribution of aid are the health risks it poses
to the refugees in Africa. The food, clothing, and
shelter they receive often do not meet basic
standards of living. Malnutrition and disease is
pervasive in African refugee camps. The large
refugee population in Africa threatens the po-
litical and economic stability of the continent
and the world. The unequal funding by large
organizations leads to feelings of resentment
and hostility. World relations, especially be-
tween African nations and superpowers like
America, will suffer if the situation continues.
With the advent of globalisation, large organi-
zations and economic superpowers should pay
special attention to establishing uniformity in
aid and protection.

But most importantly, as mentioned
above, refugees in Africa are suffering be-
cause of selfish economic and political mo-
tives and imbalances in media coverage. It
is the situation that the refugees are in that
should be held paramount.

(GLOBALISATION AND WORLD
INEQUALITY; OPPORTUNITY
OR THREAT?

Some people view globalisation as an
inevitable process. The average person be it
in Beijing or in New York City identifies
globalisation simply with the presence of
‘McDonalds and Coca Cola’. Though this may
appear to be a very unsophisticated view, to
some extent it is very accurate, for it shows
the increasing ‘homogeneity’ in the world. The
fact that hundreds of countries around the
world are now exposed to the same televi-
sion programs, movies, and music greatly in-
fluences the individual cultures of those coun-
tries, often modifying them and changing
their traditional values. This also may pre-
vent diversities in global culture from devel-
oping further, as each individual culture be-
comes influenced by a more powerful one, and
in the process loses its own identity.

Through the Internet a person sitting in
Argentina can have a conversation with a
child in Australia about the same television
program or pop song. This has become possi-
ble as a result of the global impact of technol-
ogy. Though these opportunities may appear
to be beneficial, the reality is that inequality
is enforced through these so-called
‘progressions’, as many people are denied ac-
cess to new services and technology, and are
not able to take advantage of the assets which
have been promoted. This is significantly due
to the tremendous disparities in the economic
status of people around the world which have
widened as a result of globalisation. Such in-
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equalities are most clearly evident between
‘developing’ and ‘developed’ countries. The
major driving forces behind globalisation are
the information technology revolution, free
trade policies, and the liberalisation of capi-
tal flows internationally.

The rapid advance in information tech-
nology is a very significant factor driving
globalisation. Internet and computer facilities
enable people to access information on a vast
range of topics, and to communicate with peo-
ple in many different countries, across conti-
nents, just with the touch of a button. Though
this is impressive, it must be acknowledged
that these opportunities are denied many peo-
ple. In order to benefit from such things one
must be privileged enough to be able to gain
access to these facilities. A vast majority of
the world’s population is not so fortunate, and
the knowledge and understanding that edu-
cation technology provides are denied them
for it is beyond their financial reach. Stop and
think about how much the Internet can ben-
efit the average person in rural India? The
average person there most probably does not
know of the existence of such a service. Surely
this increases global inequalities. As a result
of the increasingly globalised world, cultural
insecurities are increasing rapidly. This is due
significantly to the imbalance in what is pro-
jected through the media, for western cul-
tures dominate, and the cultures of these
‘dominating’ countries are the ones which are
mostly projected. This creates global inequali-
ties, as some cultures are being promoted,
whereas others are not.

As a result of the pressures of global com-
petition, many countries have been forced to
adopt more flexible labour policies, which are
not always fair or humane. In Latin America,
85% of the working population falls under the
category of the ‘informal sector” The new and
more ‘liberal’ policies result in people not receiv-
ing living wages and being forced to work in
unsafe and unhygienic conditions. This aspect
of globalisation also effects children negatively.
It is estimated that currently more than 250

million children are at work under child labour
of all forms, including prostitution. Inequalities
resulting from globalisation are most evident
in developing countries, and there are numer-
ous negative impacts on the people of such coun-
tries which fall under these categories. Is it jus-
tifiable that a child in West Africa is mopping
the floors of a local corner store, when a child of
the same age in the United States is playing
with her favourite Barbie doll?

Another major cause for inequalities re-
sulting from globalisation is the fact that
countries have opened up to international
trade, and that multinational corporations
have been able to take advantage of this by
investing in less developed countries. The lib-
eralisation of capital flows is an important
part of globalisation, and was a major reason
for South East Asia’s economic crisis, which
has only increased inequalities. Due to the free
flows of capital, and the ability to have in-
vestments in any country around the world,
the rich get richer, whilst the poor continue
to get poorer. This obviously creates huge in-
equalities and disparities between people
around the world. This is supported by the
following data, which shows the extraordinary
results of globalisation through liberalisation
of the world economy.

“The income gap between the fifth of the
world’s peoples living in the richest countries
and the fifth in the poorest was 74 to 1in 1997,
up from 60 to 1 in 1990 and 30 to 1 in 1960.”

“The world’s 200 richest people more
than doubled their net worth in the four years
to 1998, to more than $1 trillion. The assets
of the top three billionaires are more than the
combined GNP of all the least developed coun-
tries and their 600 million people.”

There have been some positive results from
globalisation. However it is clear that not eve-
rybody is able to take advantage of the changes,
nor to benefit from them. In fact many suffer
from globalisation, for it has had negative ef-
fects on the majority of people in developing
countries, while it has been quite beneficial to
many people in the developed world.
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HoOW DOES GLOBALISATION
AFFECT THE WORKING PEOPLE
OF THE WORLD?

Globalisation is a process that aims to
unite individuals, enterprises and markets
through economic, political and social inter-
action across national borders. In theory, the
results of these interactions should benefit
working people all over the world. However,
due to the varying degrees of strength and
development, not all economies are in the po-
sition to take advantage of this new economic
order. Currently, one of the main concerns as-
sociated with globalisation is the growing eco-
nomic gap between developed and developing
countries as well as the social classes within
them.

Just like the countries themselves, the
enterprises that are most technologically ad-
vanced and economically powerful increasingly
expand their activities across the global mar-
ket. In doing so, they often relocate parts of their
production to regions of low cost where they can
obtain cheap labour
through unregulated
working conditions.
In addition to this,
they take over local
enterprises in me-
dium income coun-
tries, introducing new
machinery and tech-
nology that reduce
the number of work-
ing places available.
All of these changes
not only affect work-
ers in less developed
countries but also
those of developed na-
tions, where many
jobs are lost.

In the job market there has also been a
shift in the demand from less skilled labour-
ers to more skilled workers who are either
better educated or more qualified for the jobs.
In many countries this shift is accountable
for widening income inequalities between the
more and the less skilled, in addition to in-
creasing unemployment among the less
skilled. Income gaps have not only grown in
advanced economies but also in developing
nations, suggesting that the labour demand
in these nations too has also been geared to
more highly skilled workers. For this reason
workers in developing countries such as the
Philippines, where the number of unemployed
has risen in recent years, are threatened by
the loss of jobs and are now forced to accept
wages and conditions that are below the
standards set by law.

Women, on the other hand, seem to be
one of the few groups that have benefited from
globalisation. The growth of industries that
produce goods for external markets and the
competition they are exposed to have caused
many industries to expand and create more
working spaces that are no longer predomi-
nantly occupied by men. Contact between
cultures has increased with the globalisation
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of business and it has changed the perception
of women across the world. This is particu-
larly valid in the case of women in developing
countries who, after learning about other cul-
tures where women have a more dominant
role, have begun to raise their expectations
concerning their position in the work place.

There is no doubt that globalisation has
been successful in lowering prices, improving
communication and enabling efficient ex-
changes between nations. However, while
globalisation may have raised the living
standards for some, it threatens to leave a
large part of the world behind. The ones who
benefit are those who have the resources to
consume goods in developed and developing
countries, who profit from the drop in prices
and the technological advances that have
come about as a result of globalisation. Mem-
bers of the lower class in less industrialised
nations continue to struggle, as they lack the
skills and education and therefore the oppor-
tunities to rise in society and take advantage
of the benefits of globalisation.

HUNGER AND INTERVENTION
IN AFRICA

At the beginning of the 21st century, we
are still facing problems of hunger around the
world. Almost one in every six people is suffer-
ing from acute or chronic hunger and more than
a billion face various forms of malnutrition. An
approach to reducing hunger is to reduce pov-
erty. However the elimination of poverty is an
endless task. Notably the gap between rich and
poor nations has been growing to new extremes
over the past decade. “In 1981, the GNP per
capita in the developed world was $8,600, com-
pared with $700 in the poor countries. By 1990,
per capita income in the developed world more
than doubled to $17,900, while in poor coun-
tries income rose only by $110,” reports the
Population Crisis Committee.

During the 1980s, out of the seven mil-
lion children who died each year of malnu-
trition or related causes throughout the
world, five million of those children were
African. According to the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development, 75% of the world’s
hungriest nations are in Africa. The World
Bank finds that African nations comprise
more than 90% of the world’s most indebted
countries and they also represent 60% of
those with the lowest incomes. There are
various reasons for the steady decline in
food production per person during the last
two decades in Africa. War, unfavourable
terms of trade, drought, misguided economic
policies, mounting debts, overpopulation,
ecological deterioration, and political up-
heaval are all factors that have reduced Af-
rica’s ability to feed itself.

For four centuries Europe’s colonial em-
pires extracted raw materials (cotton, coffee,
gold) and human beings (almost 23 million peo-
ple were exported for slave labour). The only
significant change in Africa’s external relation-
ship with big corporations is that dollars have
replaced slaves as the most valuable export.
The colonists concentrated on external de-
mands rather than internal ones. Therefore,
small farmers lost the control of their land and
labour. Consequently, this has led to a reduc-
tion of self-sufficient farming which alterna-
tive sources of income have not been able to
replace. Families who earn money rather than
produce for themselves appear to have access
to a much wider selection of goods which then
leads to improved nutrition. But if there are
any economic problems such as drought or con-
flict, families become unable to afford food as
aresult of inflation and disorder. They are then
forced to sell livestock or borrow money from
local lenders. The result is an increase in im-
poverishment and inequality.

Development assistance is essential for
low-income countries to improve their farmers’
capacity to produce food, to build the economy
and generate more income, creating more op-
portunity for everyone. Consequently, a Decla-
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ration on the Right to Food in all the countries
of the world has been adopted by the United
Nations. This Declaration states that a) the gov-
ernment of each country is obligated to ensure
the right to food for all its citizens; b) the inter-
national community is obligated to ensure the
right to food for people of all countries includ-
ing times of emergency and non-emergency; c)
each government is obligated to ensure the right
to food during times of war or other conflicts
and d) there should be sanctions against gov-
ernments or armed groups that fail to take ad-
equate steps to ensure the realization of the
right to food by the people of the country.
However, food aid programs do not al-
ways reduce hunger. There are various prob-
lems with international intervention. Be-
cause aid is only a short-term solution, it
does not change the basic conditions that

produced the need for the assistance in the
first place. The country becomes dependent
on the assistance and the aid cannot last
forever. It is only when the poor can feed
themselves and their children that there can
be hope for improved health, increased ag-
ricultural production, literacy, economic
growth, and environmental restoration and
protection. Providing the poor with re-
sources and information needed to make
their own choices will steer them in the right
direction in the process of eradicating
chronic hunger. Unfortunately, poor coun-
tries are trapped in a vicious circle because
“under nourishment brings listlessness,
muscle wastage, and a reduced capacity for
learning or work.” Lastly, when free food is
given to a country the market for locally
grown food is undermined.

INTERDEPENDENCE AND CON-
FLICT AMONG AFRICAN NA-
TIONS

“The growth in real per capita income in
the countries of sub-Saharan Africa from 1960
to 1995 was only $28.00”. Today, more than
ever, all countries are interdependent, as
there is a continuing and unprecedented
movement of capital, (commodities and prod-
ucts) from one country to another. Commu-
nications and technology also cross national
borders around the world. This phenomenon
is often more intense and concentrated in a
regional or sub-regional context, as is the case
in Africa.

“1.3 billion people don’t have access to
clean water.” When speaking of interdepend-
ence in Africa, one must pay attention particu-
larly to the interdependencies that inequalities
in resources, due to overpopulation, bring about.
The Great Lakes region in Africa, linking
Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Tanzania and the
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Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), is an area
with much tension when it comes to interde-
pendence among nations. The region, which
has been ravaged by both internal and interna-
tional wars, is characterized by an enormous
and ever-increasing population in certain areas
and by copious natural resources in others.

Rwanda - which endured genocide in
1994 - and Burundi, (two nations, once a
united country), are the homes of the Hutus
and the Tutsis, who have been in conflict since
the end of colonization. The world has strug-
gled for years to understand the real root of
ethniec tensions such as these that only result
in violent death and destruction for those in-
volved. Rwanda has an extremely dense
population and is bereft of resources to feed
that population, which has had the effect of
creating a massive migration of people. This
combined with an insistent hunger for power
on the part of government officials, a refusal
to distribute national wealth evenly and the
lack of any democratic institutions has pro-
duced a climate where tensions easily degen-
erate into conflict and massacres.

So where does interdependence fit into all
of this? With the invasion and colonization of
Africa by Europe came the arbitrary drawing
of borders to form African states. What
colonialists failed or did not want to consider
was that these newly separated states each con-
tained ethnic groups from other neighbouring
states, which were then affiliated with peoples
other than their own. One could say that, in
the name of learning to live in multiethnic har-
mony, this could have been beneficial to the peo-
ple and groups of those African states, but un-
fortunately it did not work out that way. This
arbitrary drawing of borders, and the conse-
quent division of ethnic groups was instead a
recipe for conflict that would continue after co-
lonialism ended. As soon as there is a problem,
be it famine, ethnic rivalries or overpopulation,
thousands of families become refugees and in-
ternally displaced persons. History has never
seen such displacement as it has in the latter
half of the 20th century.

The DRC is a nation of immense natural
resources and many ethnic groups and for years
it has seen itself as a centre of economic, politi-
cal and military development. Other major
countries of the region, such as Rwanda and
Angola have in turn seen themselves as
militarily and politically involved in the DRC,
as both friends and foes. This interdependent
region cannot be stabilized unless the DRC, with
its enormous influence over the region, solves
the issues of conflict among ethnic groups, po-
litical opposition, and natural resources. Neigh-
bouring Rwanda does not have enough re-
sources and has too large a population to sur-
vive. The automatic economic interdependence
that exists between the two nations due to their
locations, combined with their unstable govern-
ments creates a spill over of people, and also of
political conflict, into neighbouring countries.

There is economic interdependence among
the aforementioned African nations as a result
of the tremendous movement of peoples. It is
important to note that in this era there are more
mass migrations of people partly because of the
globalisation of the economy and access to in-
formation, which now allows people from one
country to know of the better resources and
conditions in a neighbouring country more than
they ever have before. The nation from which
the people move loses a means of production,
political support and consumers, and the “re-
ceiving” nation may become overpopulated,
which in turn may create a further strain on
resources, so increasing poverty and ethnic ten-
sion, and leading to the situation that produced
the massacres in Rwanda.

INTERNET EQUALITY

Communication and information tech-
nologies today are very important, especially
in developing countries. With the quality and
availability of information that people of all
countries can have access to, citizens could
have a larger part in shaping the future of
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their countries, including crucial elements
such as voting. A great priority, therefore, is
to get equal access for all people to this tech-
nology. So far, however, the advantages of this
“information and communication revolution”
have not been distributed proportionately.

The 1998 Human Development Report
estimates that 88% of Internet users are from
“developed” countries, which comprise only 15%
of the world’s population. This leaves only 12%
of Internet users in “developing” countries.

Computer and Internet access today puts
small enterprises on the doorstep of the rap-
idly evolving and powerful global market, al-
lowing them to surpass developmental and
infrastructural obstacles such as poor trans-
portation and communication and lack of edu-
cational resources and information. They fa-
cilitate the modernization of businesses and
governments and increase productivity and
participation. This also engages the countries
in which these enterprises operate, putting
them on a level with larger and more techno-
logically advanced countries. It is to be hoped
that these technologies will allow the gap be-
tween developing and developed nations to be
bridged. However this will not happen if the
technology itself'is stopping these poorer coun-
tries from gaining access.

Poorer regions that lack the ability to
communicate in the new advanced world of
cyberspace are not attractive sites for invest-
ment, as companies are increasingly putting
emphasis on the availability of a telecommu-
nications infrastructure. This prevents peo-
ple from poorer regions from gaining the eco-
nomic strength to improve their situation,
trapping them in a cycle of poverty. Accord-
ing to the 1999 Human Development Report,
25% of the world does not even have one tel-
ephone line for every 100 persons.

Because of the novel nature of this tech-
nology, most of the world’s economic activ-
ity will take place between the most elec-
tronically advanced of these countries, fur-
ther inhibiting the less developed while wid-
ening the gap between well-informed

Internet users and the majority of the peo-
ple in developing countries.

There are initiatives being taken to
overcome these problems and make access
to information more equal. The United
Nations is seeking to promote the “informa-
tion revolution” in underdeveloped countries
by launching interactive programs such as
long distance learning, telemedicine and
telebanking. In India, a country with nearly
1 billion people, less than 2% of the popula-
tion has access to personal computers and
there are only 145,000 Internet connections.
This is partly because of the high cost of the
hardware, which is now being decreased
under the Indian action plan. This plan has
a “pro - people, pro - development” ambi-
tion that is meant to reach out to less privi-
leged areas of the country.

TrE UNION OF RELIGION AND
THE STATE

The uniting of religion and state into one
unit can be looked upon in several ways. In some
cases it has been to the country’s advantage to
combine the two. In many situations this theo-
cratic system of government leads to the sup-
pression of groups and minorities, and discrimi-
nation against other religions, and also to po-
litical and military support of other countries of
the same religion despite the sometimes-nega-
tive policies of the sister country.

Most religions claim that they hold the
absolute truth. This ‘absolute truth’ leads
us into believing that every person whose
ideas differ from our own is inferior to our
own beliefs. Consequently, we can become
dangers to our own kind. When we unite
church and state, those who do not follow
the set religion become outsiders in that
state, as well as the religion. In some cases
these people become the outsiders who must
be converted or killed.
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It seems that a country that unites reli-
gion and state is more likely to be involved in
religious wars, which are usually fought more
grimly, intractably, and brutally than wars
detached from religion. In many religions
there are scriptures with the intention of both
peace promoting and peace-destroying. There
are many examples of religious states that
have engaged in wars relating to religion,
such as the war between Yugoslavia and
Croatia in 1991 where Serbian Orthodox

Christians fought against Roman Catholic

Christians. Another example was the war in
1968 between Israel and her Arab neighbors,
where Jews fought against Muslims.

One of the problems of combining reli-
gion and state is that in some cases it results
in the suppression of women. For example,
in Afghanistan the Taliban, who are an ex-
tremely conservative Islamic political group,
controls the country. In that country, women
are not permitted to see a male doctor; women
are also not allowed to obtain an education.
Therefore there are few doctors in the coun-
try that a woman can consult. Women are re-
quired to wear a veil at all times when leav-
ing the house, and if a woman commits adul-
tery, the law states that she must be stoned
to death. The Taliban maintain that they are
following the beliefs of
the Koran, but many
people say that the
Taliban are fundamen-
talists who are misin-
terpreting the holy
book. In other countries
such as Jordan, there
have been reported
cases of honor killings,
which is when a family
member kills a woman
for supposed acts of
dishonor. In many cases
honor killings have
gone unpunished be-
cause they are said to
be part of the religion.

Another issue of integrating religion and
state is political unrest within the country.
This results from politicians who strictly in-
terpret the official religion. Politicians who are
more flexible about interpreting the precepts
of the religion counter them. In Israel, more
Orthodox politicians now hold political office,
and there is an ongoing argument between
the Orthodox, who have adopted a law, mak-
ing marriages not offciated by an orthodox
rabbi, illegal; and the non-Orthodox who do
not agree with specific laws imposed by the
Orthodox about observing the Sabbath. An-
other example of disagreement between fun-
damentalists and those who disagree was the
war in Afghanistan in1992, which was a war
between fundamentalists and moderate Mus-
lims. By imposing religious law upon a coun-
try, citizens who disagree are discriminated
against and are forced in some ways to par-
ticipate in religious patterns and acts that are
not their own.

Although there is something to be said
for countries united under one religion, such
as the high spirit of nationalism, there are
many negative aspects, such as suppression
of women and other religious groups who are
then imposed upon and in some cases deprived
of their personal rights.
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TECHNOLOGICAL
INEQUALITIES

Developing nations do not always have
the technology to conduct successful busi-
nesses. This gap is in great part covered by
the United States, thus taking away many
business opportunities from those nations,
who suffer greatly from this, as they lose a
large part of the economic activity that they
so desperately need to grow and become tech-
nologically efficient. The United States tried
on many occasions to aid those countries, but
most of the time this has not succeeded. “The
tools of progress” were often regarded as the
guarantors of successful development. Indeed,
if ever there was a single doctrine uniting the
“North” and “South” it was that more tech-
nology is always better then less. The popu-
larity of this doctrine derives from the tragic
fallacy that modern technologies possess the
innocence of tools. In reality, of course, a model
of civilization follows hot on the heels of mod-
ern technology. Like the entry of the Trojan
Horse into Troy in the ancient Greek myth,
the introduction of technology into the devel-
oping nations paves the way like the Trojan
Horse for a conquest of society from within.
The “technical development” of a country de-
mands putting into action a multitude of re-
quirements that have to be fulfilled in order
to set the interconnected system whirring.
This amounts to taking apart traditional so-
ciety step by step, in order to reassemble it
according to the functional requirements of
modern technology. Scientific and technologi-
cal aid given in recent years may allow some
countries to leapfrog their outdated industrial
base, with the help of biotechnics and the new
information technology. The western indus-
trial countries still dominate the world
economy. However, some newly industrialized
countries in East and Southeast Asia have

~ experienced rapid growth. With few excep-

tions, growth in the highly indebted develop-
ing countries has remained weak. The poor-
est countries of Africa and Asia are victims of
increasing marginalization. In Eastern and
Central Europe the success of transformation
is uncertain. Only a few countries were able
to catch up with the industrial societies, after
receiving considerable capital investment and
open access to western markets. Most of the
growth in the past decade happened in the
services sector. The international transactions
shifted from tangible goods to intangible trade
in banking and finance. Direct investments -
expanding greatly since the mid-eighties- are
flowing increasingly into the tertiary sector.
The ever-closer linkage of the world economy
does not entail its overall globalisation. In
trade, a trend to rationalization in major eco-
nomic regions (for example, the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Association (NAFTA) and
MERCOSUR in the Americas) is emerging,
which might cause global regimes such as the
World Trade Organization (WTO, formerly
known as General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT)) to lose importance.

THE GLOBALISATION OF IN-
FORMATION

The media is the main information
force in today’s modern world. It gives peo-
ple a chance to learn about what is happen-
ing around the world as it happens. Through
the information it conveys, the media often
shapes people’s opinions. Large interna-
tional media companies, such as CNN, CBS,
BBC, NBC, Time Warner Turner, have be-
come very powerful and have a dominant
position in the global community. The larger
international corporations have begun the
trend known as the “globalisation of infor-
mation,” which has led to the dissemination
of formerly highly secret classified data
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which is made available to anyone. Much
controversy surrounds the issue of the
power that the large international media
corporations possess.

The media gathers information about
most of the significant events and develop-
ments as they happen. The media uses tel-
evision, radio, newspapers, magazines and
the Internet to convey information to the
public. Since the improvement of the
Internet, that information has become eas-
ily accessible for people who live in devel-
oped countries. However, individuals in less
developed countries do not have the oppor-
tunity to know much information because
they do not have access to the Internet.
However, many people in the developed
world have the ability to gain access to in-
formation which the media presents to the
public. This means that one can access glo-
bal information by reading a newspaper, lis-
tening to the radio, watching a news pro-
gram on the television or via the Internet.
Having the freedom to learn about every-
thing that is going on is a powerful tool, and
some have argued that the media should be
censored. Some people believe that certain
information should remain classified. Yet an
ethical question arises: what type of infor-
mation should be revealed to the “global
community?” Currently there is no answer
to this question, because people want to
know about everything that is happening
in other countries as well as their own. How-
ever, over time we might realize that cer-
tain global information need not be exposed
to the entire world.

The large international media corporations
have stations throughout the world. For some
individuals, these companies are a main source
of information. The stories that the international
media present are suppose to be objective and
should favour no particular side. It is often dif-
ficult for the media to present information in a
non-biased way. The media leads people to be-
lieve that the material they disseminate is be-
ing presented to the public objectively, when

actually much is presented subjectively. The
manner in which a story is presented to the
public shapes how the public will react to the
information it is receiving. For example, dur-
ing President Bill Clinton’s hearings about the
sexual harassment scandal, the media gave the
public the impression that Monica Lewinsky
was the “bad guy” in the plot versus Bill Clinton,
“the good guy”. It is important to notice how
the media was originally presenting the public
with the hard facts, but then managed to have
substantial influence on the public’s opinion of
Ms. Lewinsky. The media informed the public
about Ms. Lewinsky’s personal history of fre-
quently pursuing men who were already mar-
ried, which was private information about Ms.
Lewinsky. That information about her did not
need to be exposed to the entire Untied States.
Most of the information used in the hearings
was brought to the attention of the public, and
much of it was inappropriate. By exposing so
much information about the President’s rela-
tionship with Ms. Lewinsky, people started to
have second thoughts about how appropriate a
president, Bill Clinton was. Then again, some
might argue that since he is the President of
the United States, the people of his country have
a right to know about his personal life.

Politicians are also often involved with
large media corporations, and have the abil-
ity to control revealing information, which
they do not want to be released to the public.
The question becomes, does not the public
have a right to know?

The media is a powerful force in to-
day’s world for it moulds the views of
many people. Through the media, crucial
information is able to reach people around
the world through radio, television, news-
papers or the Internet. Due to the
Internet, one can get information with the
push of a button and receive it in an in-
stant. Large international media corpora-
tions have so much power because they
control what kind of information the pub-
lic knows. The media affects the world and
has a deep impact on public opinion.
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THoeE NEED FOR
INTERCULTURAL SOLIDARITY
AND COMMUNICATION

As we enter the new millennium, we
leave behind one of the most violent and pol-
luting centuries ever. Unless we learn from
our mistakes and act to make them history,
the new century will be no better. We, the
human race, must realize what our problems
are and act to change them. So many con-
flicts throughout the twentieth century were
caused by inequalities: ones of technology,
wealth, food, and power. And in a shrinking
world which is becoming more technologically
advanced and interconnected every day, the
inequalities can also grow. As wealthy na-
tions gain new technology, they have the abil-
ity to improve on old technology even more,
and as a result they leave poorer, underde-
veloped countries even farther behind. The
only way to solve this broadening dilemma is
for developed countries to reach out to those
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who are in need. The only way to do this is to
increase intercultural communication and re-
ignite the flame of something that seems to
have been forgotten in our contemporary fast-
paced world: solidarity.

It is imperative that nations such as the
United States, a world power with vast re-
sources of all kinds and the ability to project
its power worldwide, reject the notion of iso-
lationism and extend a helping hand farther
than it has ever been extended before. It is
easy for wealthy nations to sit back and be
complacent with themselves, not wanting to
deal with problems beyond their borders. In
this complacency it is easy — and foolish —
for them to forget that there are billions of
people around the world in need. In order to
create a world where gross inequalities are
non-existent, this complacency must be elimi-
nated. Wealthy, developed, and powerful
countries must assist those billions of people
throughout the world who need the bare ne-
cessities for survival, even if it means sacri-
ficing some of their own wants. If the people
of the world want to see peace and stability,
they must put aside their differences and
unite as human beings. This is no easy task,




but the effort of worldwide communication
and solidarity must start somewhere. To de-
molish the inequalities that set the developed
so far apart from the underdeveloped, nations
must start sharing and donating technology
so that worldwide communication, and thus
understanding, can be established. Until this
happens, most of the world will be blind to
the problems on other parts of the globe.
Countries must help one another overcome
their problems, by donating or transferring
technology, raw materials, food, capital, or
even military help when nations are being
forcefully threatened. Democracy must pre-
vail to ensure that the people of the world
cannot only be free as individuals and socie-
ties, but also free from tyranny and war.

If we are to see our world improve, we
must all make an effort to help. We must in-
crease intercultural communication and un-
derstanding; and solidarity must predominate
over isolationism and greed. Once this is done,
the inequalities of the world can be reduced,
and the peoples of the world can live more
peacefully and be better off.

Economic EFFECTS OF
(LOBALISATION

It is hard to go a day without hear-
ing or reading certain catch phrases such
as ‘interdependence’, ‘globalisation’, and
‘global economy’. Our world, our societies,
even our everyday lives are affected by
these terms. And many people would en-
vision a positive representation along
with these words.

But often in those interconnected
phrases lie inequality. Because two coun-
tries are interdependent does not mean
that they have an equal relationship. As
is sometimes the case, this interdepend-
ence can worsen the condition of one coun-
try, and sometimes, a country that is left

out of this tightly bound loop will find it-
self increasingly left out of world affairs,
unable to catch up.

“When Asia sneezes the world gets a
cold.” This quote is indicative of our ‘globalised’
world. In 1997 there was a worldwide fright
because of the economic crisis in eastern Asia.
There was much effort, especially on the part
of western countries, to stop the crisis lest the
domino effect reach everybody. The many for-
eign investors who had invested their finan-
cial and economic resources in Asia were wor-
ried that their substantial assets would be
negatively affected. There was much finan-
cial support by many countries and the I. M.F.
in an attempt to put Asia back on a solid foot-
ing. This occurred not because of sympathetic
concern for Asia’s economic welfare, but be-
cause of the welfare of western countries who
had invested and who worried that this would
affect their own countries because of global
interdependence. A hundred years ago this
would not have happened. The countries of
western Europe were concerned with west-
ern Europe, and did not have so much involve-
ment in Asia, just as Asia did not have much
influence in, say, South America.

This has all changed with the advent
of various technologies like the telephone,
the computer and the Internet, and other
tools of instant communication. Now busi-
nesses in America can invest their resources
into Honduras, or German finances in Na-
mibia. But is there inequality in this inter-
dependence? And what about those left out
of this rapidly changing global economy?
The rest of the world might have caught a
cold when Asia sneezed, but not many peo-
ple would raise a sniffle if a country like
Congo, or Turkmenistan sneezed. Because
those countries who have not entered into
this economy find themselves being left fur-
ther and further behind. When exchange of
stocks and billions of dollars of capital and
forms of assistance pass from one country
to another, those who do not participate in
this trade receive no benefits, and can find
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themselves stuck in the past. Even nations
who attract foreign investment often start
in an unbalanced situation. A developing
country will not be placed on the same foot-
ing if they deal with the U.S., and rather
than this globalisation evening out the im-
balance, it can perpetuate it. If the U.S.
were to invest its large amount of resources
into banana corporations in Guatemala, it
would seem that this would help to boost
the Guatemala economy. What can happen
though, is that the money would be ex-
pected to be repaid in profits. Then, the
profits the company makes do not stay in
the country, where it is needed, but go back
to the American investors, perpetuating the
cycle of inequality. Though this relationship
and its severity will naturally vary from
country to country, there will often be vary-
ing economic inequality.

Should anything be done to prevent or
change this process? Or should we say that
it is an unfortunate but expected result of the
world we live in today? Since we are on a path
that no one can stop, there does not seem to
be much choice but to realize that such a prob-
lem exists and hopefully organizations such
as the United Nations (or perhaps the World
Trade Organization) will be able to change
this state of affairs.

NO COUNTRY CAN STAND
ALONE OR BE COMPLETELY
SELF-SUFFICIENT

Global interdependence is inevitable.
No country is free of exports and imports
on which it relies economically and socially.
Many nations around the world rely on the
global economy to provide them with suffi-
cient food for their people, fuel for their in-
dustry, or work to fight their unemploy-
ment. As a result, the developing nations
around the world attract foreign capital by

a low-cost work-force and the availability of
natural resources. The developed countries
get low-cost products and natural resources,
while the developing nations obtain job op-
portunities and income from the investment
of foreign capital.

One of the more controversial aspects
of this trend is the number of jobs created
by international corporations in the devel-
oping countries. Often called sweatshop
companies, these corporations have created
thousands of work opportunities in Bangla-
desh, Malaysia, the Philippines, and many
Central American countries and elsewhere.
The controversy concerns the working con-
ditions within the factories, set up in the
countries, which pay low wages and force the
employees to work long hours. The ques-
tion of how beneficial these corporations re-
ally are to those nations is now being asked.

It is true that such unacceptable work-
ing conditions occur far less frequently in de-
veloped countries. But it is equally true that
developed countries generally do not have the
problems of unemployment and import-export
deficits. In fact, some economists argue that
criticizing the employment practice of corpo-
rations in developing countries is biased. Gua-
temalan economist Lucy Martinez-Mont
wrote: “It is true that thousands of children
work nights.... But it is also true that there
are no slaves in Central America. People
choose to work in maquila shops, because those
are the best jobs available to them. Given that
unemployment compensation is unheard of in
Central America, a low-pay, sometimes even
degrading, job is better than none at all.” With
this in mind, one may be inclined to think that
indeed the global economy is beneficial not only
to the developed countries and their corpora-
tions, but to the developing nations them-
selves, who, thanks to this trend, may develop
export industries and an income from foreign
capital. On the other hand, this could also be
seen as victimizing those countries. “To at-
tract foreign investors or foreign corporate
buyers, production costs have to be low enough

43



to compensate for lower productivity levels,
...poor infrastructure and transportation,
shortages of water and electricity, and other
hardships...”

However, the poorer nations are not the
only ones dependent on today’s global
economy. Global connectivity can be seen
through the actual pathways through which
it operates - international trade. Exports are
anation’s largest source of income, while most
countries rely on imports in order to function.
For example, the United Kingdom is nowhere
near self-sufficient in terms of food and re-
sources. It is dependent on many other na-
tions from which it purchases food to feed its
own population, and coal supplies have
shrunk to such low levels that it too has to be
imported. An even stronger example of such
a case is Japan, arguably the world leader in
electronics. It is also one of the world’s larg-
est exporters of electronics and automobiles,
from which it derives tremendous income.
However, the materials from which these
products are made like iron ore, steel, rubber,
and aluminium, do not come from Japan’s soil
- they all have to be imported along with food
for its people. Japan is entirely dependent on
both imports of food and raw material, from
Australia for example, and on its exports of
high-profit prod-
ucts, such as auto-
mobiles and com-
puters exported
worldwide. The
United Kingdom
and Japan are two
of the richest coun-
tries in the world,
members of the
elite G7 group, and
yet they are as de-
pendent, if not
more, on the global
economy as the
poorer nations.

Today, the
United States is

economically the strongest nation in the
world, nevertheless it is not independent ei-
ther. Instead, the economic strength of the
US is a result of the interconnectivity with
other world markets. The global economy
created global trade, through which the U.S.
industries run. Manufactured goods aside,
the U.S. is most dependent on other countries
in terms of fuel. “Mineral fuels are the US’s
second largest import (import of goods is first),
accounting for over 78 billion dollars - 58 bil-
lion for crude oil alone”. Despite the vast oil
fields in Alaska and the Gulf of Mexico, the
U.S. itselfis unable to supply all the demand
for energy. “This dependence was already
very evident during the 1973 oil crisis, when

‘the Organization of Petroleum Exporting

Countries denied oil to supporters of Israel in
the Arab-Israeli war.” In 1973, virtually all
non-military traffic in the U.S. came to a halt.

The pattern woven by the global mar-
ket connects practically all countries with
all other countries. The growing ‘needs’ of
today’s modern populations have rendered
nations incapable of supplying everything
they need. Thus practically all nations are
dependent on one another in various ways,
for example, through a need for fuel or food.
As a result, no country can enjoy what the
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United States called “Splendid Isolation” at
the beginning of the 20th century, and thus
they cannot isolate themselves, socially, eco-
nomically, nor politically from the rest of the
world. The global economy can be used as a
powerful tool: as a deterrent to aggression
by means of economic sanctions, as in Iraq
after the end of the Gulf War, as a persua-
sive factor by means of its benefits, as seen
in the recent improvement of relations be-
tween the US and China with the latter’s
proposed entry into the World Trade Organi-
zation. It can also be used to prevent con-
flicts or to stop existing conflicts by economi-
cally starving the aggressor state.

However, these policies though often
used in practice, are not as successful as one
would hope they would be. The Iraqi leader-
ship is still unchanged and may still poses a
threat to the rest of the region, despite all
sanctions. The global economy has many ad-
vantages, however it is not flawless. No na-
tion is capable of satisfying all its needs from
within, no country is capable of complete self-
sufficiency and no nation can afford to dis-
connect itself from the world market. This
can be seen both as an advantage and a dis-
advantage.

SWEATSHOPS

As the global economy improves, sweat-
shops are increasingly created and used by
multinational corporations around the world.
The National Labour Committee(NLC), an
independent human rights organization dedi-
cated to the protection of workers rights in
the global economy, reports that Wal-Mart’s
annual sales of $137.6 billion are larger than
the gross domestic product of 155 out of 192
countries in the world. In a “Race to the Bot-
tom,” countries fight to keep the factories of
major corporations in their countries by low-
ering the wages of local workers. The coun-
try offering the cheapest wages will get to

have the factory. By doing this the corpora-
tion will have low production costs for their
product and will maximize their profits. How-
ever, the workers in the factories will only
earn a few cents for countless hours of work.

Sweatshops are appearing all over the
world as corporations seek to increase their prof-
its. They are most common in developing coun-
tries in Central America and Asia where gov-
ernments do not effectively mandate working
conditions and wages for workers. Conditions
at these factories are usually grim, as corpora-
tions have little concern for workers but only
care about how quickly and how cheaply goods
can be produced. In these factories, workers
are usually stripped of their rights and female
employees suffer the most. Their ages range
from 16-25 and they usually do not know their
rights. These workers are usually locked in fac-
tories that are barricaded like a jail with fifteen
foot high cinder block walls which have rolls of
razor wire on them.

The National Labour Committee (NLC)
discovered a troubling situation in Nicaragua
for workers were paid 23 cents an hour to sew
a hundred pairs of Britannia jeans. The cor-
porations argue that this is enough to sup-
port a person in Nicaragua, but workers still
remain at the poverty level. They are also
subjected to brutal 12-hour shifts in which
they are forced to work in 100-degree tem-
peratures. For each pair of jeans that are
sewn, 14 cents of labour was required, for
jeans that cost $16.99. In factories in the US
where these jeans are produced, workers are
paid about $8.03 an hour to sew 4 pairs of
jeans. In every pair of jeans produced, there
are $2.08 of labour. What is disturbing about
this is that there is no difference in the prices
of sweatshop - made jeans and jeans made in
America. By having this sweatshop in Nica-
ragua, this company was able to decrease its
cost of labour from 11% in the U.S. to 8/10 of
one percent in Nicaragua. The workers and
the consumers gain nothing from sweatshops,
only the corporations.

In these developing countries where
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major corporations run sweatshops, women
and children suffer greatly as they are the
targets in factories. In factories women are
fired if they are pregnant and are sexually
harassed by the armed guards who monitor
their arrivals and their departures. They are
monitored and limited to only two bathroom
breaks a day and are immediately fired if the
factory suspects that they are trying to re-
store their rights. The NLC has reports of
what women have suffered in several coun-
tries. In Bangladesh, young women working
at a factory producing clothing for Wal-Mart
are expected to work from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00
p-m. to earn their 9 to 20 cents per hour wages.
In El Salvador, women are paid 3 cents for
each 14.99 Yale University T-shirt that they
produce. At this factory if they become preg-
nant or try to get rights or refuse to work over-
time they are fired. At a Nike factory in the
same country, women are paid 20 cents for
every $75 shirt or hat they produce.
Children also suffer as they are taken
out of school and are forced to work these cruel
shifts to support themselves and their fami-
lies. With the starvation wages which are
given to their parents, children have to go
work. While Nike’s Phil Knight is worth $5.8

billion, the average hourly take home pay in
El Salvador is 60 cents and the average in
Burma is 4 cents. In this world it appears that
the rich continue get richer while the poor
continue to stay the same or get poorer, while
the rich people sit back and enjoy their money.

TeE EURO

The Euro is the new currency for the
countries in the European Union (EU) who
have decided to use a common currency. The
EU and institutions throughout the monetary
union agreed upon it. The blueprint for the
monetary union was instituted by the
Maasstricht Treaty. The treaty also outlined
the guidelines which the EU countries and
institutions would have to employ.

The requirements that a candidate must
meet are as follows (may differ now but only
slightly): the candidate’s budget deficits must
be below three percent of the GDP and the pub-
lic ratio of debt to the GDP is required to be less
than sixty. The requirements regarding infla-
tion are such that the inflation rate of a candi-
date country must be no higher than 1.5 per-
centage points
above the average
of the three lowest
inflation countries
in the EU. Regard-
ing long-term inter-
est rates, they are
required to be no
more than two per-
centage points
higher than the av-
erage of the three
best performing
countries. Coun-
tries who are candi-
dates must not
have experienced a
devaluation of their
national currency
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for two years. This is done in order to ensure
the success of the unified currency.

The treaty sets up the European Mon-
etary Institute in order to prepare the candi-
dates and the whole operation for the Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB). The ECB is the
independent bank that deals with a strict and
rigid policy towards individual national
banks. The ECB board cannot ask for, or take
advice from, the national banks, nor can it
bail out any nation. The ECB’s mandate,
which is narrower than that of the U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve, is price stability.

There are seven euro notes and eight euro
coins. The notes will be in the following denomi-
nations: 500 euros, 200 euros, 100 euros, 50
euros, 20 euros, 10 euros and 5 euros. The coins
will be in denominations of 2 euros, I euro, 50
euro cent, 20 euro cent, 10 euro cent, 5 euro
cent, 2 euro cent and 1 euro cent. Forgery of
the euro has been examined and analysed for
the purpose of preventing it. Measures such as
the use of fluorescent fibbers, security threads,
and machine-readable elements for reliable au-
thenticity are being employed for the produc-
tion of the currency.

The euro is a monetary unit that will be
able to compete with the U.S., dollar and will,
therefore, affect the global economy greatly.
It lessens the difference between the U.S. and
the countries involved in the Euro, and height-
ens the difference between some of the Euro-
pean countries and developing nations. It will
also affect the European countries involved
because of the difference in separate econo-
mies. For example, France will have positive
effects, but Italy, with an undervalued cur-
rency, may experience problems.

THE INTERNATIONAL MON-
ETARY F'UND AND THE DEBT
CRISIS

The International Monetary Fund

(IMF) was created by the major capitalist
powers at the end of World War II to estab-
lish a postwar economic order. It would be a
financial system where international trade
and investment as well as stable convert-
ible exchange rates would not conflict with
high employment, progressive taxation and
other elements of welfare capitalism. Con-
trolling international capital flows was
judged essential for this entire set of goals
to be mutually attainable.

The international financial system was
once again transformed when the price of
oil increased in 1973 and 1974. From then
on international debt rose continually up to
the present. With this rise in oil tax, many
developing nations had to give up between
two and three percent of their gross national
products, resulting in a decrease in the
amount of goods produced which in turn
meant fewer goods exported by these coun-
tries. Developing countries found them-
selves scrounging around for money to pay
for the rising interest payments on their
loans and to make up for the reduction of
export earnings caused by industrial reces-
sion. Thus this international financal sys-
tem was created after World War II and al-
tered in the 1970s. Now, at the beginning
of the 21st century, it is the focus for wide-
spread criticism. The IMF has been trans-
formed into an instrument for opening up
the markets of developing nations to foreign
capital and this transformation has in-
creased costs to countries requesting aid
from the IMF.

The 1970s and 1980s were very tumul-
tuous decades for the IMF, starting with the
Polish crisis and ending with the Latin
American crises. During the 1970s, the
Poles had borrowed extensively from the
IMF. They had been trying to use consumer
goods to pay off the debt; however, in their
path was a series of workers’ strikes
throughout Poland. Soon, it became clear
that Poland was not going to be able to re-
pay its debt. Crises equivalent to the Polish
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one occurred in the following years, in both
Romania and Yugoslavia. In Latin America,
some of the countries which the IMF has
invested in have had economic crashes. The
first example is Mexico which suffered an
economic downfall in the early 1980s and is
still recovering from its tremendous burden
of debt. The same catastrophe that occurred
in Mexico also ccurred in Brazil and Argen-
tina. Due to these crises, the IMF is
skeptical as to whether it is in their best
interest to loan money to Eastern Europe
and to Latin America. Both of these series
of incidents show that if the IMF has one
dilemma in a certain region of the world,
another follows almost immediately in a
nearby region.

The debt crisis that now exists is based
on the reliance and dependence of interna-
tional debtors on American banks and fund-
ing. This crisis is not simply the result of the
reliance on the United States for a constant
supply of funds by countries such as Brazil,
Mexico, Argentina, and Indonesia, but be-
cause of the reluctance of American banks to
continue their loans. The reason that money
has been loaned to countries worldwide is due
to the fact that their economies looked to the
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United States in the hope that they would
grow and become profitable in the future.
There was considerable investment but more
recently a series of major financial crises.

Looking to the future, there will prob-
ably be an increase in problems dealing with
international finance, but the first and fore-
most item that needs to be accomplished is
the decision as to whether or not there is still
a need for an International Monetary Fund
with the same structure and rules as in the
past. It also needs to be determined whether
some controls on international capital move-
ments should be created and whether a sys-
tem should be created which will stabilize
currency rates in developing countries so as
to aid the economies of those nations.

Tue BANANA WARS

Attempting to comprehend the mecha-
nisms of economic relations and the complex
dynamics of commerce is not a simple task.
When following what has been named “The
Banana Wars” however, it becomes painfully
obvious that be-
yond the usual
struggle for power
are stronger un-
derlying moral
and ethical issues.

When Eu-
rope decided to fa-
vour  bananas
grown in Africa, the
Caribbean and the
Pacific, (ACP), this
was an attempt to
simultaneously
support their strug-
gling economies
and strengthen ties
that had been cre-
ated between these
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countries and Europe during the colonial era.
Preference for bananas from those countries was
endorsed by establishing limits on bananas
imported from South and Central America.

Needless to say this was not appreciated
by the multinational corporations which con-
trolled banana production in Latin America.
Chiquita, Del Monte, and Dole are all North
American multi-nationals whose monopoly on
the European banana market had been abruptly
interrupted by the newly imposed limits.

The European Union had partially
closed the golden gates through which these
companies were inundating the banana mar-
ket, so as to regulate the import and favour
the weaker banana producers from ACP coun-
tries. In response, the United States threat-
ened to increase taxes on all European im-
ported products by 100%. Such an increase in
cost would restrict already expensive items
to consumption by a limited elite.

An attempt to regulate and resolve the

conflict was made by the World Trade Organi-

zation, (WTO). The main economic argument
which emerged was that trade is based upon
free-market exchange laws whereby Europe
could not refuse to allow South American ba-
nanas from being exported to the EU. Such a
conclusion nonetheless failed to satisfy the Eu-
ropean Commission, which refused to comply
with orders to cease all sanctions.

What is technically a conflict concern-
ing the laws of free market economics actu-
ally contains certain deeper implications.
Europe had promised to import 857,000 tons
of bananas from ACP countries. In order for
these bananas to be effectively significant in
the European market they must be able to
compete with the cheaper Latin American
bananas. However, without any sanctions the
multinational corporations easily overpower
the smaller scale producers from Africa, the
Pacific and the Caribbean.

The outcome of this tug-of-war thus af-
fects the precarious economic balance of ACP
countries which depend on the export of ba-
nanas. Somewhere behind the bureaucratic

complications surrounding the power strug-
gle between Europe and the United States are
those countries which simply rely on the op-
portunity of banana export.

If Europe were to submit to the WTO
and the United States, ACP countries would
not be able to impact the banana market. This
would leave those countries with few alter-
natives. One of the most threatening possi-
bilities is for those agricultural plantations
reserved for bananas to be used for other more
easily exportable products such as marijuana.

If such a case were to occur, the United
States would be responsible for the failure of
its own anti-drug campaign. The millions of
dollars spent on educating farmers to plant
alternative crops would be useless. Such a
scenario demonstrates the interdependence
existing among all of the countries involved.

Though market laws may be clear, the
consequences of certain economic decisions
have an impact far more than just on trade.
The future of the different parties relies on
the outcome of this complicated problem.

THaE WoRLD TRADE ORGANI-
ZATION

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is
the only international organization dealing
with global rules of trade among nations. Its
main function is to ensure that trade flows as
smoothly, predictably and freely as possible,
so that consumers and producers know that
they can enjoy secure supplies and greater
choice of the finished products, components,
raw materials and the services that they use.
Producers and exporters will also know that
foreign markets will remain open to them.

The WTO should help create a more pros-
perous, peaceful and accountable economic
world. Decisions in the organization are usu-
ally taken by consensus among the member
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countries and later are ratified by the mem-
bers’ parliaments. The WTO’s Dispute Settle-
ment Understanding helps minimize trade
friction by interpreting agreements and com-
mitments and ensuring that countries’ trade
policies conform with the previously made
agreements. This reduces the risk of disputes
spilling over into political or military conflict.
The goal of the organization is to ensure the
welfare of the peoples of the member nations.

Currently the WTO has more than 130
members that account for over 90% of world
trade and 30 others are negotiating member-
ship. A majority vote is possible but has never
been used in the WTO and was extremely rare
under the organization’s predecessor, General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). All
the WTO’s agreements have been ratified by
the members’ parliaments.

The Ministerial Conference, which meets
at least once every two years, is the WTO’s
top level decision-making body. Then comes
the General Council, made up of ambassadors,
heads of delegation in Geneva (the location of
the WTO’s Secretariat) and officials sent from
members’ capitals. The General Council meets
several times a year at the Geneva headquar-
ters and it meets as the Trade Policy Review
Body and the Dispute Settlement Body. Next
comes the Goods Council, Services Council
and Intellectual Property (TRIPS) Council
which report to the General Council.

Many specialized committees, working
groups and working parties deal with indi-
vidual agreements and other areas such as
development, the environment, regional trade
agreements and membership applications.

The WTO helps trade flow smoothly so that
both sides should enjoy a healthy commercial
relationship, thereby avoiding political conflict.
Smooth-flowing trade will also help the people
of the world become better off. Satisfied and
prosperous people are less likely to fight. The
WTO is also a confidence builder. The trade wars
of the 1930s demonstrated that competitive pro-
tectionism could easily plunge countries into a
situation where no one wins and everyone loses.

It is beneficial to protect particular sec-
tors of an economy from imports, but one
should not forget how other nations will re-
spond. The reality, in the long run, is that
protectionist policies gradually lead to retali-
ation from other countries. The result might
be a loss of confidence in free trade, and a slide
into serious economic trouble for everyone. At
the end, all countries lose. Confidence is
needed to avoid such trade wars. When gov-
ernments are confident that others will not
raise their trade barriers, they will not be
tempted to do the same. The WTO trading
system attempts to ensure that confidence will
be maintained among nations.

Freer trade is one of the goals of the
WTO, but there could be a downside to trade
liberalization and expansion. More trade
means more opportunities for disputes to
arise. These disputes might grow into serious
conflicts. In reality, though, most trade ten-
sions are reduced because countries can turn
to organizations such as the WTO, to settle
their trade disputes. Well over 100 disputes
have been brought to the WTO since it was
established in 1995. The WTO resolves the
disputes by convincing the countries to com-
ply with the rules of the organization.

The increasing number of disputes
brought to GATT, and later its successor, the
WTO, does not reflect the increasing tension
in the world, but rather the closer economic
ties between nations. It also shows the WTO’s
expanding membership and the fact that
countries have faith in the organization to
resolve their problems.

It has been shown that greater free
trade has the potential to create jobs by
stimulating economic growth. Protectionism
hurts employment. A good example of this
is the U.S. car industry. Trade barriers de-
signed to protect U.S. jobs by restricting
imports from Japan ended up making cars
more expensive in the U.S., so fewer cars
were sold and jobs were lost.

The importance of the WT'O’s role in the
world economy becomes clear after examin-
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ing some of its functions. It is a strong foun-
dation for further economic progress in the
new millennium.

TRADE LIBERALIZATION AND
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRON-
MENTAL COOPERATION

For the past few months, the World
Trade Organization (WTO) has been strug-
gling to enforce effective environmental poli-
cies at the national and international level
due to increasing economic integration and
growth. This goal is beyond the control of any
individual nation and, therefore, it is neces-
sary to obtain international cooperation in
addressing these transboundary and global
environmental challenges.

A report released by the WTO on Octo-
ber 14th, 1999 argues that there is no sound
basis for the widespread generalizations of-
ten made in public debate that trade is either
good or bad for the environment. The WTO
Secretariat’s Trade and Environment Report
finds that environmental degradation results
from polluting production processes and dis-
posal of waste products and that trade as such
is rarely the root cause of these problems-an
exception being the pollution associated with
the transportation of goods and the provision
of services. These issues can furthermore be
worsened as producers and consumers are not
held liable for the costs of their actions and
the environmental regulations enforced are
minor for most industries across the globe. In
the past, WT'O member governments have
attempted to oppose trade barriers-which gen-
erally make poor environmental policy-and
environmental standards, which selected
countries share. However, at the same time,
evidence suggests that polluting industries
often migrate from developed countries to
developing ones so as to avoid paying high
environmental compliance costs.

In order to ensure that economic
growth by trade will help us move towards
a sustainable use of the world’s environ-
mental resources, public accountability,
good governance, and effective interna-
tional cooperation are essential. If proper
environmental policies are advocated and
lead to improved industrial standards,
trade will certainly raise overall stand-
ards. If the current mandate of the WTO
is revised, the costs of investing in clean
production technologies and environmen-
tal management systems can be reduced.
The problem of environmental degrada-
tion may also be solved in regard to gov-
ernment subsidies that harm the environ-
ment, in areas such as energy, agriculture,
and the fishing industry.

Acknowledging a few of the long list of
findings by the WTO, it is evident that “win-
win” outcomes can be attained by means of
appropriate policies aimed at both the trade
and environmental fields. The key aspect in
approaching this issue is international coop-
eration, and without this fundamental ele-
ment, the economic dimensions of trade and
environment policies can never be explored.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE
ASIAN CENTURY?

In the past two decades the economies
of various Asian countries have been rap-
idly developing. For example China’s gross
domestic product (GDP) rate has increased
enormously in the last twenty years. Now
the third largest economy in the world, con-
fident assertions were being made that the
value of Asia’s financial output would ex-
ceed that of Europe and the United States,
and surpass even the GDP of the United
States by 2020. Unfortunately the straight
line of progress that investors had imagined
was hindered by a catastrophic unexpected

o1



obstacle that came to be known as the 1997
Asian economic crisis.

The Asian economic crisis started in
Thailand, the first of the Asian Tigers to col-
lapse. It created a domino effect and spread
to the Philippines, South Korea, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Hong Kong.

Many countries view the crisis as a
temporary condition but the crisis is still far
from over. The political and social ramifica-
tions due to the economic crisis have been
difficult to overcome. There has been an in-
crease in the number of people falling be-
low the poverty line as well as those who
are unemployed; and so the crisis has been
compounded. The crisis has directly led to
political change in some countries.

The crisis affected each country in a dif-
ferent way. China managed to sidestep the
bulk of the crisis for the first couple of years,
but it now appears that some of the conse-
quences are catching up with it. The official
unemployment rate stands at 8%, or over 100
million people. China’s banking system is
now considered the most vulnerable in Asia.
The Chinese government might even be
forced to devalue its currency in an effort to
make its economy more competitive. The de-

valuing of the Yuan could have serious con-
sequences in other Asian economies already
suffering economic instability. Economists
are concerned that the financial problems
facing China might ignite even greater eco-
nomic trouble in Taiwan. -

In South Korea, the crisis has spurred
the government’s attempt to reconstruct and
reorganize the economy, in particular the
enormous conglomerates or chaebols. They
have also closed weak financial institutions,
and consolidated others in an attempt to
strengthen their banking systems.

Thailand’s economy was hit particularly
hard because of the way in which the gov-
ernment dealt with the crisis. Unemploy-
ment and public debt are on the rise. Sin-
cere attempts at economic reform are being
made but so far they have been ineffective
because of political weakness. The Thai sen-
ate has proposed privatisation and legal
regulation, which are considered essential to
the reconstruction efforts. Recently the gov-
ernment released a report on growth, but
speculations have been made as to the accu-
racy of the figures released. If the figures ex-
pressed in the report are incorrect, they raise
questions as to the commitment of the gov-
ernment to openness
and transparency in
its economic reports,
which are a necessity
for political and eco-
nomic credibility.

In addition to be-
ing struck by the Asian
economic crisis, Indo-
nesia’s economy was
further drained by the
problem in East Timor,
which poses a political
threat that might have
further destabilized
the country, especially
with independence
movements on the is-
lands of the archi-
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pelago of Indonesia. The country is faced with
the huge task of restructuring the economy, the
government and society, before it can regain its
former prosperity.

Though the crisis has posed great dif-
ficulties for all of Asia, some see a silver
lining. The crisis has caused governments
and banks alike to modernize their poli-
cies, and reorganize some business pat-
terns, and also has encouraged Asian
countries to become involved with each
other’s internal affairs. Asia has no pact
like NATO or the European Union, so this
concept is a relatively new idea amongst
the nations of Asia, who just recently
agreed to contribute troops to restore or-
der in East Timor.

During the Asian crisis the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) was crucial in
helping to stabilize the chaotic economies.
The IMF was established in 1945 with the
purpose of safeguarding the stability of the
international monetary system. Countries
join voluntarily because they realize it is to
their advantage to consult with one another
to maintain a stable system of buying and
selling, which will help international trade
to grow and create more and higher paying
jobs in an expanding world economy.

The goal of the IMF in 1997 was to re-
store confidence in the shaken economies of
Asia. It arranged programs in pursuit of
that goal with the three countries most af-
fected by the crisis - Thailand, South Ko-
rea, and Indonesia. More than thirty-five
billion U.S. dollars were used in these pro-
grams as well as seventy-seven billion U.S.
dollars from multilateral and bilateral
sources. The IMF intensified its consulta-
tion with its members, inside and outside
of the region, that were affected. They es-
tablished needed policies to make sure the
crisis would not spread. They made struc-
tural reforms in the financial systems that
blocked growth and improved the efficiency
of financial intermediation to ensure that
the crisis will not be repeated.

ErreEcTs oF TourisM ON DE-
VELOPING COUNTRIES

Today tourism is one of the largest and
most rapidly expanding enterprises in the
world. For developed countries it is an in-
creasingly major part of their economies and
for several emerging nations it is considered
the only way to bring in earnings and to es-
tablish jobs. However, not all developing coun-
tries can benefit financially from tourism and
the few that do rarely prosper culturally or
environmentally. In fact, most of the time
tourism is more detrimental than beneficial
for the economically less developed nations.

As mentioned, tourism is the main source
of income for many developing nations and in
some parts of the world (e.g. the West Indies)
the income earned by tourism is altogether
more than that earned from the export of raw
materials. Income is, of course, beneficial for
developing nations, but the benefits of the
income depend upon what type of currency is
obtained. Therefore, tourism is especially
good for developing nations that have weak
currencies because as most of the tourists who
come are from developed areas, they bring
their “hard” currencies with them.

Besides income and hard currency,
tourism also creates many jobs; jobs that
require the services of waiters and wait-
resses, room service personnel, gardeners,
shopkeepers, bartenders, taxi drivers, en-
tertainers, guides, and so on. Itis clear why
some developing nations see tourism as the
only way to establish enough jobs for their
people. Small side-businesses also originate
from tourism, such as the production of sou-
venirs. In this there are also several job
opportunities. Tourism requires the build-
ing of airports, roads and hotels. This ex-
tends the infrastructure and facilities of a
developing economy, which in turn enhance
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trade and commerce as well as the mobility
of people for beneficial economic activities.

The overall financial profits of tourism
can be very beneficial for emerging nations.
Earnings can be used to improve local hous-
ing, schools, hospitals, electricity and water
supplies, Besides all these gains, there is also
the very important aspect of the interaction
of different cultures, which contributes to the
preservation of customs and traditions. “Ra-
cial and ethnic stereotypes can disappear as
we find the riches of another culture ... Peo-
ple of other lands have challenged our think-
ing and life-style in a way which has been one
of the most important growth points in our
faith.” Learning about traditions of different
societies is not only educationally and mor-
ally beneficial for both tourists and the local
people, it is also economically enhancing for
the host country. As tourists discover and
develop a taste for the delicacies of the host
land there is an increased demand for their
local produce, which creates a market for re-
gional farm products.

There are many ways in which a devel-
oping country can benefit from tourism, start-
ing from economic profits to maintaining cul-
tural traditions. With such obvious advan-
tages one would be inclined to think that tour-
ism is advantageous for developing countries,
but one must examine the issue in its entirety
in order to come to a valid conclusion.

Tourism has disadvantages for develop-
ing countries. One example is the amount of
money that “leaks” due to tourism. It is true
that some nations base their entire country’s
income on tourism. However, though statis-
tics vary, it has been observed that only 10-
40% of the gross income earned from tourism
stays within the host country. The rest of the
profits go to developed countries. This is be-
cause the best hotels in the poorer countries -
which are also the ones most tourists stay in
because of better service and quality - are
owned by multinational corporations based in
western countries. Because they are of a bet-
ter standard, most tourists limit themselves

to the specialized tourist facilities and do not
go to the local ones. Most likely the airline
taken by the tourists is also one based in a
developed country. Since most of the vaca-
tion expenses are in the airfare and hotel, the
country that actually gains the most is the
developed one.

Often because it is so expensive to keep
the industry running, hardly enough foreign
cash remains in the country. Some devel-
oping economies even have a negative for-
eign capital balance. Tourism also increases
the national debt of the host nation. For
instance, the government borrows money to
buy farmland which it wants to develop.
This causes yet another problem, for be-
cause farmland is developed, food has to be
imported from overseas and retailed at a
loss because it is sold at local prices.

Another major disadvantage of tourism
is the type and nature of the work it cre-
ates in the developing country. Although
many emerging nations rely solely on tour-
ism to provide a sufficient amount of labour,
locals may not have jobs for most of the year.
This is due to seasonal employment, which
allows recruitment of local people only dur-
ing peak seasons of tourism. As for the type
of labour that is created, locals are usually
employed in menial, low-paid jobs (e.g. wait-
ers, cleaners, drivers). There is also a sig-
nificant increase in prostitution. The more
prestigious managerial posts, which are also
the higher paying ones, go to foreigners from
the multinational’s homeland. Often the
local people are thrown off their own land,
which is bought from them. Next, something
sophisticated is built there and the people
are hauled back in to take up unskilled jobs.
This happens frequently in Turkey, a major
centre for tourism.

The side-businesses that originate due
to tourism do offer more job opportunities.
However, there is hardly any overall finan-
cial gain because local craft industries are not
developed in order to manufacture cheap sou-
venirs on a mass scale.
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Another drawback of tourism is the
building of airports, roads and hotels, which
are essential for the maintenance of the in-
dustry. Although this increases mobility for
the locals and builds up local infrastructure,
it often has negative effects environmentally
and economically. The building of these ne-
cessities creates litter, noise and air pollution.
Moreover, the electrification of villages is post-
poned because of the need to place air-condi-
tioning, elevators and many other electrical
requirements in hotels. Such “development”
also destroys much of what it touches because
it spoils the country’s natural scenic beauty.

Though farmland is destroyed, tourism
causes an increase in demand for certain foods
since tourists prefer local delicacies. This el-
evates the market price of these products,
which the locals can no longer afford. Some-
times there have even been shortages of food
for the local people. For instance, in Tunisia
it is said that the average food consumption
of a tourist in a week is equal to the food con-
sumed by two or three Tunisians in a year.

Local people are also unable to pay for
tourist facilities such as tourist restaurants,
health spas and other facets of tourism. This
induces crime and crime-related problems
(e.g. drugs, alcohol, prostitution) because for
an emerging nation, western possessions - e.g.
electronic gadgets - pose great temptations,
particularly to the younger generation for they
are luxuries that they cannot often afford.

Other social problems arise as the needy
are yet again exploited. In Asian countries,
such as Thailand, Korea, Taiwan and the
Philippines, the growth of “sex tourism” is
tremendous. This rapidly expanding enter-
prise brings in planes full of males from rich
countries who are ready to dish out money
for their own pleasure. The morality of pros-
titution is not the only worry. The ill treat-
ment of the women involved is an even big-
ger concern. Besides prostitution as we know
it, there is also the issue of cultural prostitu-
tion - i.e. commercialising customs in the
name of “keeping the culture alive.” For in-

stance, belly dancing in Turkey has become
more of a “floor show” rather than a cultural
dance. This commercialisation also affects
local shrines and temples, which lose their
actual significance when they become mere
sightseeing stops for tourists.

Thus viewing all the advantages and
disadvantages that tourism has on devel-
oping countries, one can conclude that, over-
all, tourism is detrimental because it dis-
torts the nations’ economies and cultures.
However, one must keep in mind that tour-
ism does have the facility to develop into a
far better activity if it is organized and con-
trolled properly. The current mode of tour-
ism needs to be confronted. Already this is
being done in the form of “eco-package
tours” which confine tourists to a specified
place in a country. If this is successful, tour-
ism has the potential to be more beneficial
for both the tourists and the host nations.

PRESERVATION OF LANGUAGE:
WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF
A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE?

How is the spread of English affecting
people in countries around the world where
English is not the first language?

There are several forms of universal lan-
guage. Several people might argue that uni-
versal language can only be found in terms of
music, mathematics, or art. Though these are
the true forms of universal language they do
not help when dealing with world economies,
trade, and politics. When we say language,
we tend to mean the spoken and written words
that express ideas and convey information to
others. The question is whether having a uni-
versal language really is beneficial. Winston
Churchill said in his speech advocating Basic
English as a world tongue in 1943 “Here you
have a very carefully wrought plan for an in-
ternational language, capable of very wide
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transactions of practical business and an in-
terchange of ideas.” A universal language
would unify society and most of all enable
people to express their views without trans-
lators or other fallible mediums. A uniform
universal language would make trade and
business much easier. After all, language is
the primary border between cultures.

Despite all these benefits to having a
universal language the consequences actu-
ally might be detrimental in respect of the
preservation of cultures. Language is the
most important part of a culture. Different
languages and their dialects make cultures
unique from one another. If we adopt a uni-
versal language we are enforcing linguistic
globalisation among the nations. This might
result in the extinguishing of unique indi-
vidual cultures, thus a large ‘melting pot’
version of the United States would form.
Some cultures already feel the enormous
pressure to blend with the United States.
For instance, in Flanders, the Dutch-speak-
ing part of Belgium, influential people from
different sorts of occupations have formed
a committee to preserve the Flemish culture
throughout the world.

If business and commerce were more
important than culture there would still be a
hindrance in having a universal language: the
actual language. The question whether we
need a universal language is debatable yet
the fact is that increasingly English is becom-
ing the universal language. It has practically
become a requirement in the business world
today to be fluent in English. No other lan-
guage, with the exception of Chinese, has so
many speakers, No other language, with the
exception of French, has its speakers placed
so strategically throughout the world. No
other language has shown such a capacity for
extension and growth. No other language has
such a command of linguistic propaganda.
English is the language used in one half of
the world’s newspapers, two-thirds of the
world’s radio and TV stations, and three-
fourths of the world’s motion picture indus-

try. With English being so prominent in to-
day’s world, it is hard to see any other lan-
guage becoming universal.

That having been said, it must also be
admitted that there would be objections and
protests if English were to become the offi-
cial universal language. Every speaker of
every language insists that their language
is at least equal to the others. No one would
willingly abandon his or her language for
English or any other established language,
for that matter. If English were to become
the universal official language it would be
viewed as having over-powered other cul-
tures and languages. The English speakers
would be seen as superior to others, which
of course is not the case.

Another possibility for universal lan-
guage that would not cause an imbalance be-
tween the nations would be to create a new
language; an additional language in which
everyone in the world was fluent. This would
establish equality among the nations because
no established language would be more im-
portant than the others. But to establish a
completely new language is nearly impossi-
ble. It is doubtful, even, whether people would
be willing to learn a completely new tongue.

Whether a universal language is ad-
vantageous or not is still debatable. The pos-
sibility of a universal language is remote.
For now we must be respectful of other cul-
tures and languages.

SLAVERY IN THE PRESENT
Day

In today’s highly industrialized world
slavery plays a mostly hidden part. There are
many different forms of slavery: domestic
slavery, sexual slavery, bonded labourers,
serfs and exploited child workers.. Despite the
1948 United Nations Universal Declaration
of Human Rights which decreed that “no one
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shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery
and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all
their forms.” There are an estimated 200 mil-
lion slaves in the world today according to
Anti-Slavery International.

Child labour is mainly concentrated
in Asia and Latin America manifesting
itself in cramped, overcrowded, unhy-
gienic factories. Children as young as four
are made to work sixteen-hour days,
seven days a week, and only receive a few
cents for their labour. Children such as
these work in anything from carpet mak-
ing to sneaker stitching to toy construc-
tion. The handmade carpet industry is one
of the largest export industries in India
and it is believed that between two to
three hundred thousand children are in-
volved in this industry. Children are made
slaves in this and other industries in
many ways: they can inherit a debt from
their parents and become bonded slaves,
they can be kidnapped, or they can be
“sold” by their impoverished parents to
earn a little money.

Another trade involving the exploi-
tation of people, especially children, is the
sex trade, where children as young as

eight are sold into prostitution. This trade
flourishes in Southeast Asia and is ex-
tremely prevalent in Thailand. In Thai-
land several recent studies show that be-
tween 80 to 87 percent of Thai men have
had sex with a prostitute, many being
children. Hundreds of thousands of Asian
boys and girls have been put to work in
brothels, many of them sold by their par-
ents so as to make enough money to live.
Household slavery is another form of
slavery which is disturbingly common in
the world today. In some parts of the Car-
ibbean and western Africa children are
sold into domestic servitude. They are
sometimes known as ‘retarecs’. Although
ownership is not declared, the children
are kept under strict control, which is of-
ten enforced by violence. These children
do domestic tasks which, in the eyes of
the owner, “repays” them for the expense
of the child’s “upkeep.” Domestic slavery
is a currently approved way of dealing
with “extra” children. It is not only chil-
dren that get sold into household slavery,
however, as men and women have also
been known to be domestic slaves.
Slavery is an astounding issue to
have to deal with in
this day and age. We
are at the beginning
of the 21st century
and yet people con-
tinue to be held
against their will in
atrocious conditions,
labouring for barely
enough to feed them-
selves either making
products, or selling
their bodies or la-
bouring as peoples’
personal servants.
This should no
longer be a way of
life endured by mil-
lions of people.
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Tur EFFECTS OF AMERICAN
CuLTURE ON EGYPTIAN LIFE

Networks, satellites, and other cross-
boundary cultural tools are connecting hu-
mans all over the globe, threatening their long
cherished traditions and deeply rooted cul-
tures. In a shanty in one of Cairo’s slums the
satellite dish is a fixture just as it is on the
roof of a house in an American suburb. The
communications revolution is reaching all
corners of the globe, ignoring government cen-
sorship and old methods of checking incom-
ing information. In a world where media and
communication are led by the West, what will
be the future of the less developed countries?
Nowadays, the dreams and aspirations of a
villager in the smallest village in Africa are
no different from those of an inhabitant in the
inner city of a modern country.

TV shows are playing a leading role in
creating models and ideals that people all over
the world aspire to. Each evening in Cairo
families gather around TV sets avidly watch-
ing ‘The Bold and The Beautiful’ or marvel-
ling at the cast of ‘Baywatch’. They follow the
news on CNN, ABC, BBC and other big net-
works that primarily broadcast for viewers in
the West. At the time of the Egypt Air crash,
people in Egypt were following the news
minute by minute via western networks.

The Internet is now everywhere. People
have come to the conclusion that in order to
be part of the world presented to them in a
colourful and promising vision, they have to
use the tools of our time - the Internet. Slowly
but surely, networking via the Internet is tak-
ing place at all levels: in schools, hospitals,
factories, businesses and government depart-
ments. Recently Egyptians were discussing
the success of a fellow countryman, Dr. Ahmed
Zouil, who won the Noble Prize for chemistry.
They were wondering how a person who had

spent his early life in Egypt was able to get to
accomplish such unprecedented success in his
field. They started thinking about the tech-
nology and research approaches applied in the
West and how to bridge the gap between
Egypt’s limited scientific resources and the
advanced world of science in the West.

With the fall of the Soviet Union and the
end of the Cold War, people have come to re-
alize that the world has only one superpower,
the United States of America, which has the
capability to dominate all other nations
militarily, economically, politically and cultur-
ally. American culture is revered and ideal-
ized by societies around the world. The Ameri-
can way of life, extending from the democratic
political system to everyday pop culture, is
the hope of millions of people in all continents.
Unfortunately this invasion is coming from
one direction only, that of the rich and ad-
vanced societies. It is created by people who
have the upper hand in technology and com-
munications, control in the political process,
and have the economic and military power to
help those who are starting to build or rebuild
their lives. With such imbalance between the
two sides, the results will surely be the domi-
nation of the West and the erosion of the val-
ues and traditions of people who have kept
and nourished their unique cultures over
thousands of years.

Several months ago the government of
Egypt issued a new law asking people not to
name their shops and businesses using west-
ern names. Government officials decided to
take legal action against Egyptians who are
deserting their language, traditions, and cul-
tures in naming their businesses with foreign
names. This is a small but indicative exam-
ple of how influences coming from the West
go deeper and deeper into people’s lives. In
Egypt the government resorted to censorship
for decades in order to prevent the ‘harmful
effects’ of the West and to preserve the mor-
als and traditions of an Arab and Muslim
country. Now, realizing that there is no way
to stop the wave of western cultural domina-
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tion, the government is launching twelve sat-
ellite channels in order to reach out to its peo-
ple in and out of Egypt. In the meantime the
incoming flow of information, programs, and
influences via satellite dishes and Internet is
outside the government’s control.

Is this a lost battle? Does this mean
that people will lose their individuality, tra-
ditions, and ways of life to the character,
traditions and ways of life of the powerful
West? The issue is alarming and it can be
felt in everyday matters — in homes, offices,
classrooms and movie theatres. No longer
does the average Egyptian Arab speak with-
out flavouring his speech with elements of
American culture from the Internet, movie
stars, brand name clothing, and fast food
franchises. While there is a positive side to
cross-cultural interaction it can only be
achieved if the interaction is mutual and
balanced. Without this key factor, western
domination will propel global inequalities.
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CONCLUSION

The writers of the articles in this Working Paper delved into various issues regarding the rapid
spread of globalization and its resulting interdependence and inequality amongst nations.

After assessing the entire body of work, the editors of this paper became very aware of the increas-
ingly important role globalization plays in world economics and politics as well as in individual
lives. The benefits and harms of globalization have created new opportunities and improved the
standards of living for some while threatening the livelihood and welfare of others.

In a world where interdependence is unavoidable and inequality a growing problem, world leaders
and organizations must work together to create a relative balance amongst nations and individuals.
This viewpoint was affirmed by President Clinton at the Davos Forum, in Switzerland in late
January 2000.
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