
As of September 2025, Ohio has implemented important updates to school
attendance laws. These changes aim to better support students and families, reduce
attendance barriers, and promote earlier intervention when students begin to miss
instructional time. This newsletter includes an overview of the updated attendance
laws.

Understanding Chronic Absence
A student is considered chronically absent if they miss 10% or more of the
required annual school hours, regardless of the reason. Identifying students who
miss 10% of school at any point in the year is an effective early indicator that the
students are headed off track academically. When attendance problems are
identified early, schools and parents can sooner work together to address barriers
to getting to school before absences accumulate. 
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Ohio Attendance Law Updates:
What Families Need to Know

Earlier Family Notifications
Schools must notify families once a student reaches 5% of missed school hours.
This helps families act early, well before chronic absenteeism develops.

Habitual Truancy & Court Involvement
The definition of habitual truancy remains based on unexcused absences only:

30+ consecutive hours 
42+ hours in a month 
72+ hours in a year 

Schools must file a juvenile court complaint only if the student is habitually truant
and not making satisfactory progress toward improving attendance. 

Ways Families Can Stay Ahead:
Track absences closely by remembering that all hours count.
Communicate early with your school if barriers arise.
Ask for support if needed. We can work with you to help identify attendance
barriers and work toward solutions.

Questions? Visit Attendance Laws FAQs.

Information sourced from Ohio Department of Education and Workforce.

Ohio no longer differentiates
between types of absences
when calculating chronic

absenteeism. Excused,
unexcused, medical, and

suspension-related absences
all count toward chronic

absenteeism. 

Chronic Absenteeism
Numbers

A student is chronically
absent if they miss 10% or

more of the school year
(about 18 days total, or just

2-3 days a month).
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Truancy 
Email: rosalyn.brubaker@

madriverschools.org
Phone: 937-259-6603 ext.

8404

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Supporting-Family-Engagement-and-Attendance/Ohio-Attendance-Laws-FAQs#FAQ5300

