
A Night with the NJ Devils

The Lawrence High School (LHS) Cardinals
defeated Princeton Day School (PDS) 5-4 in
sudden death overtime to become the 2021
Mercer County Field Hockey Champions -
the first county championship for the
Cardinals since 1983!
 

Senior Talia Schenck completed a pass to
freshman Caroline Rotteveel, who scored
the tie-breaking goal.
 

Congratulations to the team and coach
Megan Errico on this well-earned win!

LHS Field Hockey Wins
Mercer County
Tournament!

Please scan the above code with your
phone's camera to complete a brief

survey on how well you like The Link!

Mrs. Shanbhag, mother of Ben Franklin
Elementary School 3rd grader Reema Cyrus,
visited Mrs. Leventhal’s and Mrs. Smoots’
class to teach about Diwali and how to create
a Rangoli with colored sand.

Students learn the art of
Rangoli

Join the LMS/LHS PTO for a special night
out with the NJ Devils! Come to the Rock
on November 9 and watch the Devils take
on the Florida Panthers.
 
Discounted group tickets are $40 each -
the PTO receives 15% of each ticket sale.
We will all be seated together in the same
section and they will broadcast our
school’s name on the scoreboard.
Everyone that attends gets a special gift!
Purchase your tickets on the PTO website
at lmslhspto.com/fundraisers 

Slackwood Elementary School (SWS)
recently ended their Golden Heart Week.
Students gathered in an amazing heart-
shaped formation to cap off the week of
valuable character education. 

Golden Heart Week at SWS

Also this season, Talia Schenck made
history by being the first NJ field hockey
player to score 100 goals in a single season!
She's the third field hockey player in State
history to score 200 career goals and is one
of only eight players in the country to
accomplish that feat!
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LTPS Celebrates Black History Month
Last month, Lawrence Township Public Schools (LTPS) proudly celebrated 
Black History Month with a series of meaningful learning experiences that 
highlighted Black history, culture, and contributions across the district.

� anks to a generous grant from the Lawrence Township Education Founda-
tion (LTEF), students and sta�  at Lawrence High School experienced a powerful 
reenactment honoring the life and legacy of Phillis Wheatley, the � rst published 
African American woman poet. � rough dynamic storytelling and perfor-
mance, Wheatley’s words and experiences were brought vividly to life, o� ering 
students an engaging and memorable connection to history.

Wheatley’s poetry challenged 18th-century beliefs about race, intellect, and 
freedom at a time when such voices were rarely heard. � e reenactment allowed 
students to explore her impact in a way that was both educational and deeply 
moving, reinforcing the relevance of her work and the importance of diverse 
perspectives in American history.

High school students also participated in an engaging Intergenerational and 
Interracial Panel Discussion featuring a diverse group of students, faculty, and 
community stakeholders. � e panel created a true living classroom experience, 
moving beyond textbooks to real-world dialogue. Students heard � rsthand 
stories across generations, engaged in thoughtful conversations about Black his-
tory, and experienced the power of collaborative learning in action.

Schools districtwide engaged students in thoughtful lessons, discussions, poster 
making (pictured above), door decorating and other activities designed to celebrate 
Black history and amplify the stories and contributions of Black leaders, artists, and 
change-makers.

� e month concluded with a districtwide celebration on Saturday, February 
28, bringing the community together to re� ect on learning, honor history, and 
rea�  rm LTPS’s commitment to equity, inclusion, and meaningful education for 
all students.

Lawrence Township Public Schools Invites 
Community to Strategic Planning Sessions
� e Board of Education invites you to take part in a districtwide Strategic Planning 
initiative to help shape the future of Lawrence Township Public Schools. � is collabora-
tive process, facilitated by the New Jersey School Boards Association, will bring together 
neighbors, families, sta� , students, administrators, and community members to chart a 
clear path forward.

Together, we will examine our district’s strengths, consider the challenges ahead, and ex-
plore meaningful solutions and opportunities for growth. Your ideas, insights, and hopes 
are essential as we develop a shared vision that supports the success of every student and 
strengthens our community.

All interested residents are encouraged to participate in 
any or all of the meetings. Your voice matters, and we 
look forward to your involvement.

Dates: April 15, May 27, June 8, 2026
6:00 p.m. (sign-in at 5:45 p.m.)

Location: Lawrence High School Media Center 

 Lead  ●  Achieve  ●  Succeed 

 Lawrence Township Public Schools 
 Strategic Planning 

 The Board of Education invites you to participate in a Strategic Planning 
 initiative along with your neighbors, community members, friends, teachers, 
 students, and school district administrators to create a shared vision for the 

 future of the Lawrence Township Public Schools. 
 This process will be facilitated by the New Jersey School Boards Association. 

 We will be creating a shared vision for the district, discussing the strengths of 
 the district, the challenges that we face, and ways in which we can tackle those 

 challenges.  We are inviting staff members, parents, guardians, students, 
 community leaders and other interested members of the public to contribute 
 their thoughts, ideas and hopes – so that we can effectively plan for the future 

 of our students. 

 Participation in any or all three of our meetings will be greatly appreciated  . 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THESE IMPORTANT MEETINGS 

 Dates:  April 15, May 27, June 8, 2026 
 6:00 p.m. (sign-in at 5:45 p.m.) 

 Location: Lawrence High School Media Center 
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From Vision to Reality
On March 11, 2025, the Lawrence Township community made a power-
ful statement about its commitment to students, schools, and the future 
by approving a $98 million referendum. One year later, we pause to re� ect 
and remind the public why the referendum was needed, what it is making 
possible, and where we are headed over the next � ve plus years.

Why a Referendum?

� e referendum was driven by a clear, long-term goal: to meet our growing 
student needs, modernize educational practices, and align our district with 
the New Jersey Department of Education recommended grade-bands.

Beginning in the 2029–2030 school year, third grade will move to Law-
rence Intermediate School, and sixth grade will move to Lawrence Middle 
School. � is shi�  will transform Lawrence Intermediate School into an 
upper elementary school serving grades 3–5 and expand Lawrence Middle 
School into a true middle school model educating grades 6–8. � is model 
supports both academic growth and social-emotional development at criti-
cal stages of learning.

What the Referendum Is Funding

� e $98 million referendum supports a comprehensive set of construc-
tion and renovation projects, including a new classroom wing at Lawrence 
Middle School, an “all-school” gymnasium specially designed for commu-
nity use, an expanded cafeteria, a fully renovated auditorium, an outdoor 
learning courtyard, and a new turf athletic � eld replacing an aging grass 
� eld with poor drainage to safely support an additional grade level in 
school athletics.

Where We Are Now

Phase One of this work, the full and complete renovation of the Lawrence 
Middle School auditorium, is already fully underway. � is project repre-
sents a visible and exciting � rst step in bringing the referendum plan to life 
and will result in a modernized space that supports student performances, 
assemblies, and community events, starting as early as next school year.

What’s Still to Come

Over the next � ve years, construction, taking place in phases, will continue 
as the district prepares for the 2029–2030 school year transition. Each 
step will be carefully planned to minimize disruption while ensuring our 
schools are ready to meet the needs of future learners. Lawrence Town-
ship Public Schools will continue to hold Community Conversations and 
Information Sessions to keep the community informed and involved in all 
referendum projects every step of the way. 

� e referendum was a promise to our students today and to generations 
to come. One year later, that promise is becoming reality, thanks to a com-
munity that believes in investing in strong schools and a strong future for 
Lawrence Township.

Did you know? You can follow along with the Lawrence Middle School au-
ditorium renovation on our website. Each week, a new construction � eld 
report is posted with current photos of the project. We invite you to check 
it out and see the progress for yourself.

REFERENDUM UPDATE: ONE YEAR LATER

Community Conversa� on Highlights Grade-Level 
Restructuring and School Improvements
On February 18, families, community members, and stakeholders gathered in the Lawrence High 
School Library for a meaningful community conversation focused on the future of Lawrence Town-
ship Public Schools. � e evening centered on current and upcoming renovations and expansions 
at Lawrence Middle School (LMS), and how these projects will support districtwide grade-level 
restructuring in the future.

Representatives from Higley Construction and FVHD Architects shared detailed updates on 
work already underway, including the long-anticipated renovated LMS auditorium, and future 
signi� cant building upgrades including a new wing at LMS. � ey also discussed how the projects 
will improve tra�  c � ow, parking, accessibility, and learning environments for all students, includ-
ing those with special needs.

Families asked many thoughtful and insightful questions throughout the evening. Much of the 
discussion focused on how grade-level restructuring will a� ect current students, (e.g. what grades 
children will be in by the time construction is complete, and which schools they will attend once the 
new structure is in place). School and district administrators were able to address these questions 
directly, helping families better understand the long-term vision and timeline, with full implementa-
tion anticipated in the 2029-2030 school year. 

� e conversation re� ected years of careful planning, collaboration, and community support. With 
these projects, Lawrence Township Public Schools is moving into alignment with best practices 
and state recommendations, creating spaces and structures intentionally designed for how stu-
dents learn and grow at each stage.

� is work is about more than buildings. It’s about investing in a strong future for Lawrence schools 
and ensuring that our students have the environments they need to thrive for generations to come.
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Lawrence Township Public Schools & St. 
Baldrick’s: More Than a Fundraiser — A 
Tradi� on of Heart
For more than a decade, Lawrence Township Public Schools students and sta�  have 
stepped up — and shaved down — in the � ght against childhood cancer.
What began as a school-based e� ort has grown into a powerful community tradition. 
Each year, Lawrence students raise money for childhood cancer research through 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation events, with many participants courageously shaving their 
heads in solidarity with children undergoing treatment.
And the impact is extraordinary. From 2014 through 2025, Lawrence school-based 
teams have raised more than $800,000 for childhood cancer research. In addition, 
the Lawrence community’s partnership with the Amal� ’s St. Baldrick’s events has 
generated close to $2,450,000 over the years. � at brings the known total connected 
to Lawrence participation to more than $3.2 million raised to support lifesaving 
research.
� e numbers are impressive. But what makes this story remarkable is not just the 
money raised;  it is the message sent. Students as young as elementary schoolers stand 
in front of their peers, families, and teachers and choose to shave their heads. � ey do 
it to honor friends, family members, and children they may never meet. � ey do it to 
show that no one � ghts alone.
� ey learn empathy.  � ey learn courage.  � ey learn that their actions matter. Year 
a� er year, Lawrence students demonstrate that service is not something you wait to 
grow into; it is something you live.
St. Baldrick’s in Lawrence is not simply an event. It is a re� ection of who we are. It is 
students organizing teams.  It is sta�  members leading by example.  It is families do-
nating, cheering, and supporting.  It is a township that shows up. Lawrence Township 
Public Schools has long emphasized belonging, unity, and the importance of making 
a di� erence beyond our classrooms. � is tradition embodies that spirit.
More than a decade of participation.  More than $3 million raised. Countless shaved 
heads.  And immeasurable heart. � at is Lawrence.

Naviga� ng the Future: Lawrence High School 
Hosts AI Workshop for Families
Lawrence High School recently hosted an AI Parent Workshop, an evening dedicated 
to demystifying the role of Arti� cial Intelligence in today’s classrooms. As technology 
evolves, Lawrence Township Public Schools (LTPS) remains committed to ensuring 
that families are partners in the journey toward responsible and innovative learning.

� e workshop provided a deep dive into how AI tools can enhance instruction, pro-
mote critical thinking, and support student engagement. Rather than viewing AI as a 
shortcut, the district presented it as a sophisticated tool that, when used with intention, 
can amplify a student’s ability to analyze, create, and re� ne their work.

� e AI Use Scale: Task-Based Clarity

A central feature of the district’s strategy is the AI Use Scale, a framework that provides 
“Task-Based Clarity” to protect the space for critical thinking. � is model guides stu-
dents through di� erent levels of engagement, from “No AI Use”—where students rely 
solely on their own cognition—to using AI as a “Pre-Task” spark for brainstorming and 
inspiration,  “During Task” as an iterative partner to clarify thinking, or “Post-Task” to 
assist with polishing, quality checks, and self-assessment.

� is framework shi� s the fundamental question from “Did you use AI?” to a more 
meaningful inquiry: “How did you use AI to support your learning?” By positioning 
students as the primary decision-makers and teachers as designers of intentional learn-
ing experiences, LTPS is teaching students to be discerning users of technology rather 
than passive consumers.

Preparing for a New Professional Landscape

At Lawrence Township Public Schools, preparing students for college, careers, and the 
future workforce remains a top priority. In a world where AI pro� ciency is becoming 
a vital skill, LTPS is taking a proactive approach to instructional practice, ensuring 
that all exploration occurs within a secure environment backed by rigorous safety and 
privacy guidelines.

Opportunities like this workshop help keep our families informed and connected as we 
adapt to emerging technologies together.
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LHS Awarded Bronze Level AP Honor Roll 
Recogni� on
Lawrence High School has been named to the College Board’s AP School Honor Roll 
for the 2024–25 school year, earning Bronze-level recognition for its commitment to 
expanding access to Advanced Placement (AP) courses and supporting student success.

� e AP School Honor Roll celebrates schools that have demonstrated outstanding ef-
forts to welcome more students into AP coursework and help them succeed in college-
level learning. At Lawrence High School, students took 25 di� erent AP exams during 
the past school year, re� ecting the breadth of course o� erings and strong student 
participation.

During their high school experience, 41% of LHS seniors took at least one AP exam, 
with 32% earning a score of three or higher on at least one AP exam. Additionally, 6% 
of seniors took � ve or more AP exams, highlighting a high level of academic engage-
ment and perseverance.

Research consistently shows that students who take AP courses and exams are more 
likely to attend college and graduate on time. Students who earn college credit through 
AP are o� en able to accelerate their path to graduation and enter college with increased 
con� dence, while those who do not earn credit still bene� t from early exposure to 
rigorous, college-level expectations and help build a strong college-going culture.

Earning Bronze recognition re� ects a signi� cant, schoolwide e� ort. It takes the dedica-
tion of teachers who deliver engaging and challenging instruction, counselors who 
guide students toward opportunities, administrators who prioritize access and equity, 
and families who support their students. Most importantly, it re� ects the hard work and 
commitment of Lawrence High School students.

Sophomores Explore Future Pathways at 
Annual Career Day
Lawrence High School sophomores took an exciting step toward their futures during 
the annual LHS Career Day, hosted at Rider University. � e experience gave students 
a meaningful opportunity to explore a wide range of career paths aligned with their 
interests while also getting a taste of college life.

� roughout the day, students participated in engaging career sessions held in Rider 
classrooms, learning directly from professionals about real-world pathways, required 
skills, and next steps a� er high school. Students also enjoyed lunch in the University 
cafeteria, adding to the authentic college campus experience.

Career Day emphasized learning, re� ection, and thoughtful preparation for life a� er 
LHS, encouraging students to think critically about their goals and the many pos-
sibilities ahead. A sincere thank you to Rider University for their continued partner-
ship and hospitality, to keynote speaker Darren “Freedom” Green for his inspiring 
message, and to all of our presenters who helped motivate students to think big and 
plan for success.

Families Explore Learning at K-6 Curriculum 
Night 
Lawrence Township families gathered at Lawrence High School for our recent K–6 
Curriculum Night, an engaging evening focused on learning, resources, and partner-
ship.

Parents and caregivers explored curriculum displays that highlighted how reading, 
writing, math, science, and social studies are taught across our K–6 schools. Sta�  
members were available throughout the evening to answer questions and share prac-
tical strategies families can use to support learning at home.

Families also connected with representatives who shared information about at-home 
learning resources, including NJSLA assessment details, as well as Special Education 
services, K–6 counseling supports, Multilingual/ESL programs, Title 1 information, 
kindergarten registration, and enrichment and gi� ed services. � e event provided 
a comprehensive look at the academic experience from kindergarten through sixth 
grade and helped families better understand the supports available to their children.

� ank you to everyone who attended and engaged in thoughtful conversations with 
our educators. Strong school–family partnerships make all the di� erence, and we are 
grateful for our involved and supportive Lawrence community.


