
Grade 6 Parent 
Orientation 
2026  

South Woods Middle School Presents: 



South Woods PTSA Welcomes You!
 Join our email blasts!

Send an email to:

SOUTHWOODSPTSA@GMAIL.COM

You will receive weekly email 
blasts and timely PTSA 
information.

Please include:

● Your name

● Your email address

● Name of student(s)

● Grade of student(s)

Membership is our single largest fundraiser. 
Proceeds go to programming for our students.

mailto:SOUTHWOODSPTSA@GMAIL.COM


Close your eyes and 
picture. . . 

What does 

middle school 

look like to 

you? 



2025-26 TRANSITION TEAM
Principal Michelle L. Burget
6th Grade Assistant Principal Theresa Berke
7th Grade Assistant Principal Elizabeth Burke
8th Grade Assistant Principal Dr. Jessica Tam

6th Grade Counselor Rebecca Carleo
Social Worker Jennifer Connolly
School Psychologist Dr. Taii Foster



Community Expectations

Syosset’s Mission:

“The mission of the Syosset Central School District is to 
prepare students to thrive in both the future we 

imagine and one which may evolve in ways yet to be 
envisioned.”

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1764872581/syossetk12nyus/hhej6qluv0bkhq2goish/DecemberUpdateSWMS2025-26SyossetCommunityExpectations1.pdf


NEXT UP:
The Real Experts! 

Peer Leader Co- Advisors 

Ms. Stephanie Russell
Ms. Jessica Raguzin
Ms. Tara DiBernardo

Ms. Jennifer Connolly
&

The South Woods Peer Leaders



Developmental Guidance 

➢ Ms. Carleo will be your child’s guidance counselor.
 
○ Counselors focus on academic success, 

social-emotional growth, and college/career 
readiness

○ Prepares schedules and coordinates 
transition

○ Gets to know each child
○ Integral part of teaching team

THINGS TO KNOW
➢ Incoming 6th grade = 256 students.
➢ Teachers (3-4) on each team share responsibility for teaching Math/Sci/ELA/SS 
➢ Teams are randomized by computer and reviewed and finalized by counselors
➢ The World Language you selected is a five year program through Grade 10. 
➢ Music choice remains the same for all three years of middle school. 

Advisory Connections 

➢ Our Advisory Program is designed to:
○ Foster relationships
○ Facilitate communication
○ Build positive school culture
○ Advisory meets every day 
○ Adult advisor(s); multigrade group 
○ Daily “check-ins”
○ Special monthly events planned by 

students and teachers  



GRADE 6 INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM

➢ History, geography, 

and culture of Eastern 

Hemisphere.

➢ Research, critical 

thinking skills, and 

evidence-based 

argumentation

➢ Current events

Social Studies

➢ Inquiry approach 
to science learning 

➢ Body Systems
➢ Forces and Motion
➢ Space Systems

Science

➢ Balanced approach 

to comprehension, 

literacy, and a love 

of literature.

➢ Vocabulary building, 

writing from 

sources, and the 

creative writing 

process

English/Reading

➢ Algebraic and 

statistical thinking, 

mathematical 

reasoning and 

problem-solving

➢ Number sense and 

operations, ratio 

and rate, division of 

fractions, rational 

numbers (including 

negatives)

Math 



EXPLORATIONS, EXTENSIONS, & SUPPORT
➢ Physical Education

➢ Computer Applications

➢ Music

➢ World Language

➢ Family and Consumer 

Science

➢ Health

➢ Technology

➢ Art

➢ Instructional Support

➢ Math/Reading Lab

➢ Project Beyond

➢ Local Theatre Excursion

➢ Arts Assemblies

➢ BOCES Outdoor 

Education

➢ MakerSpace

➢ LEGO Robotics

➢ Digital Citizenship 

Lessons

➢ Spirit Week

➢ Student Council Events

➢ Many, Many Clubs!!!



A TYPICAL SCHEDULE
RED DAYS WHITE DAYS

1 Social Studies (Team)

2 ELA/Reading (Team)

3 Skills.com ELA/Reading (Team)

Advisory

4 Computers 
(Project Beyond/Learning Labs)

Music/Chorus/Orchestra/Band

5 Lunch

6 Art 6 (Fall) /
Health 6 (Spring)

Technology (Fall))
Family and Consumer Science (Spring)

7 Mathematics (Team)

8 Science (Team)

9 Chinese/French/Italian/
Korean/Spanish

Physical Education

Warning Bell:  
8:01

Periods 1-9: 8:04-2:50
Advisory: 

10:16









COMING SOON!
● Optional Summer Orientation August date TBD

○ Tour the school

○ Meet classmates

○ Practice reading a sample schedule

● School supply lists:  June 2026

● Course Verifications: June 2026

● Student Schedules
○ Posted electronically before the first day of school

○ Distributed in print in school and reviewed on Opening Day

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1746037044/syossetk12nyus/pvroszbadkdcjrff29as/SouthWoodsMS2025-26-SchoolSuppliesForm.pdf


CONTACT US
South Woods Contact Information

Attendance Office 516-364-5632 
Health Office 516-364-5627 
Main Office 516-364-5621 
School Counseling Center 516-364-5638
Link: South Woods MS Webpage 

District Contact Information

Athletics 516-364-5749 
District Switchboard 516-364-5600 
Transportation 516-364-5840

https://swms.syossetschools.org/

