Greetings, Students, Families and Staff

We are excited to forge this new path together with you in the next school year at our new choice high
school. We're writing to share some updates with you and introduce ourselves as your new school
leadership team.

Welcome from Dr. LaKisha Clark

| wanted to take a moment to introduce myself as we begin the journey in this
new high school! My name is Dr. LaKisha Clark (she/her), and | will be the
Principal of the New Choice High School (soon to have an official name!) | am
in my third year here in Bend-La Pine Schools, after serving for 19 years in
Beaverton School District as a high school science teacher, activities director
and then building administrator. | believe deeply in building strong
relationships, having high expectations, and creating a positive and supportive
environment where every student feels known, challenged, and valued. When
| am not at work, | enjoy reading, music, and hiking with my spouse and two
dogs. I'm looking forward to partnering with you in the future we are building

together!

Welcome from Mr. Harju

3 Hey, Crew! My name is Zach Harju (he/him), and | am excited to join this new
X 4 school community and partner with you as we launch something truly special
4% next year. | have been part of Realms High School since it opened in 2018 -
% first as a math teacher and then as assistant principal. | love being part of
schools where students learn through meaningful work, build strong
connections, and can discover how they want to make a difference in the
world. Outside of school, much of my time is spent with my young son, and |
also love playing music and adventuring in the great outdoors. | am stoked
about what we are building together and can’t wait to get to know each of you
in the year ahead!

School Name Update

Our volunteer Naming Committee submitted the top three school names to the Bend-La Pine School

Board on February 10. The top three names are Central Bend High School, Deschutes High School,

Deschutes River High School. The Board will select a final name during their next meeting on March

10. We will update you once a final name has been chosen and the opportunities to give input on our
new school logo!



Course Guides Available
If you have not yet been able to view our school course guides, please use these links to access them:

e English Course Guide
e Spanish Course Guide

Forecasting

Forecasting for the 2026-27 school year will begin in March. Forecasting is an important part of
academic planning, helping students choose classes that support their interests, meet graduation
requirements and align with future goals. Please stay tuned for more information and take some time to
review the course guide to prepare for this important process.

Intent to Attend

If you are a current Realms HS or BTA student and you have not yet completed the Intent to Attend
form please take a moment to complete it. We hope that you are planning to be a part of this exciting
new venture, but we understand if you choose another educational path. Completing this form will help
us in our planning for next year, including assisting you with the transfer process if you intend to attend
another BLS high school.

Thank you for your time and for choosing to embark on this journey with us! We look forward to
meeting and connecting with each of you as we enter a new year of learning together.

Warmly,
Dr. LaKisha Clark, Principal

Zach Harju, Assistant Principal


https://bendk12orus.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/b9f12860-7619-470c-b571-6b51ee6558bd
https://bendk12orus.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/279d10c1-9c97-450d-84ea-d6239cb8dd81
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGQF-FGIeFO13rtMAqnhcSOyNs_B4MCyafIqcswJWp0WPE2w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=101637955510155823530
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGQF-FGIeFO13rtMAqnhcSOyNs_B4MCyafIqcswJWp0WPE2w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=101637955510155823530
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGQF-FGIeFO13rtMAqnhcSOyNs_B4MCyafIqcswJWp0WPE2w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=101637955510155823530
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGQF-FGIeFO13rtMAqnhcSOyNs_B4MCyafIqcswJWp0WPE2w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=101637955510155823530
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGQF-FGIeFO13rtMAqnhcSOyNs_B4MCyafIqcswJWp0WPE2w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=101637955510155823530
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGQF-FGIeFO13rtMAqnhcSOyNs_B4MCyafIqcswJWp0WPE2w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=101637955510155823530

