
    We have certainly had some snow and ice this winter. The one left its 
remains forever! What will March bring?  Please continue to have your 
child dress for changing temperatures.  We continue to go outside for 
recess daily as long as temps are above freezing. 

   Regular attendance is one of the most critical components for student 
success. The state expectation is 96% attendance. We realize how hard 
the decision can be to decide if your child is too sick for school. Certain-
ly fevers, and upset stomachs are clear indicators your child should stay 
home. Please monitor your child’s symptoms to make those important de-
cisions. We want your child here whenever possible. Doing make up work 
doesn’t replace the important instruction that occurs daily in class. 
Please send requests for excused absences due to travel to me as these 
should be approved in advance.  

        We are beginning our kindergarten registration process for the 
2025-2026 school year.  Kindergarten registration is the week of March 
9-13.  Page 3 has additional information on kindergarten registration. 

    Students at the elementary level are not permitted to use personal 
electronic devices. It is recommended they not bring them to school. If 
a child has a device at school it is to silenced and stored out of sight. 
This includes smart watches. Please review the policy on page 67 of the 
calendar handbook.  

    We have completed our administration of the CogAT test for 2nd 
graders. We will soon begin our state testing for grades 3-5.  Please see 
page 2 for specific testing dates.  We ask that you try to avoid appoint-
ments/events that would have your child miss school on testing days. 
Make up testing will require they miss classroom instruction. 

     We are beginning to get questions from families about end-of-year 
dates. Play day is May 21st. 5th grade promotion is the last full day of 
school which we won’t know until the Board of Education adjusts the cal-
endar after the threat of winter weather is over.  

     Cindy Bell, Principal 

Pr inc ipa l ’ s  Message  

March 2026 

9th—13th—Kindergarten Registration 

12th—PTA Game Night 

13th—2hr 45min Early Dismissal 

16th—Schools Closed for Students 

17th– PTA Meeting 7PM 

23rd—Spring Individual and Class Pictures 
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      April 2026 
 

2nd -7th—Schools/Offices Closed—

Spring Break 

8th—PTA Fun Run—during specials 

9th—2hr45min Early Dismissal 

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
E l d e r s b u r g  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l   

Cynthia A. Bell—Principal                                               Erica Airing—Assistant Principal 

1021 Johnsville Road 

Sykesville, MD 21784 

410-751-3520 

Fax 410-751-3553 

www.carrollk12.org/ees 

Tobacco/Vaping 
on School 
Grounds 

Please remember 
that no tobacco use 
or vaping is permit-
ted on school prop-
erty. This includes 
while in cars.  
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Over the next couple of months, students in grades 3, 4, & 5 will participate in the MISA 

(Maryland Integrated Science Assessment) and the MCAP (Maryland Comprehensive Assess-

ment Program). Students will need a pair of wired headphones or earbuds (no Bluetooth).  

 
The dates and times for testing are as follows: 

 
Science MISA 

 
ELA MCAP 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Math MCAP

 
School Survey 

 
 

Grade Dates Time 

5 March 5 & 6 9:00-10:00 

10:30-11:30 

Grade Dates Time 

3 May 4, 5, 7, 8 7:45-8:45 

4 May 4, 5, 7, 8 9:45-10:45 

5 May 4, 5, 7, 8 8:45-9:45 

Grade Dates Time 

5 March 13 8:30-9:30 

Grade Dates Time 

3 April 20, 21, 24, 28 7:45– 9:45 

4 April 20, 21, 24, 28 9:45-11:45 

5 April 13, 14, 16, 17 8:45-10:45 

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
 Maryland State Testing 

Presidential Academic Awards Criteria  

The Presidential Academic Award is earned by 5th grade students only. It is awarded at the 
end of the year at the promotion ceremony. The following is the criteria for earning the Pres-
idential Academic Awards: 

• GPA of 3.50 or greater through all of 4th grade and the first half of 5th grade. 

• GPA is calculated on marking period grades. 

• 90% or better, average for- 4th grade Jan & May, and 5th grade Jan Math benchmarks (for Math). 

• 90% or better County Writing Assessments (for reading) – 4th grade Fall and Spring, and 5th grade Fall. 
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Kindergarten registration will be the week of March 9th – March 13th and will be by appointment only. 
We appreciate your patience as we work together to get each child registered for the 2026-2027 
school year.  

To sign up for a registration appointment, please click the following link K Registration Appointments: 
Kindergarten Registration . 

Please keep in mind that you will need to bring the required documentation with you to your registra-
tion appointment: 

• Parent or Guardian registering the student must present their photo I.D. 

• Proof of birth (must be the ORIGINAL document not a copy) *** 

• Proof of residence *** 

• Immunizations 

       *** For acceptable examples of proof of birth and residence click - HERE 

 

Children entering Kindergarten should be 5 years of age on or before September 1.  If a parent or 
guardian requests a waiver for his/her child to enter Kindergarten early, the child must be 5 years old 
on or before October 1.  No request will be honored for early entrance for any child whose 
birthday is after October 1.  If you are interested in obtaining an Early Entrance Packet, it should be 
available in the office as of March 3rd. 

Early Entrance Packets will be available after March 3rd at our school.  

Pre-K Registration 

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-61123732-kindergarten#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-61123732-kindergarten#/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollk12.org%2Fstudent-services%2Fpolicy-and-procedure%23fs-panel-30429&data=05%7C02%7Cambeheg%40carrollk12.org%7C84392947006b40ea2b9108dc1c4a81c2%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7


EES Vision 

Our vision is to work together 
to educate the whole child 

with high standards in a safe 
and 

 nurturing environment.  

 

EES Mission 

The mission of EES is to em-
power all our students to be-
come Respectful, Responsible 

citizens who are Ready to 
succeed in the global commu-

nity.  

 

“Working Together; Learning 
Forever"  
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Yearbook Sales 

Spring Forward!! 
 

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins March 
8th. Please don’t for-
get to set your clocks 

an hour ahead. 
 

  Order Instructions 

Click Here—2025-2026 Yearbook order link  

 Type or click Eldersburg Elementary. 

 This takes you to our ordering page. Click on the yearbook ($24.00 

base option—you can add personalization for additional $3.00) to buy 

the yearbook.  

 On that page, you will enter students first and last name. Use the drop 

down tab to pick their grade and teacher. Then either leave personali-

zation checked or unchecked it if not necessary.—click add to cart. 

 This takes you back to the order page. 

 Click on cart icon to checkout / view cart and proceed from there with 

billing and payment information and click Place order. 

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
 

Read Across 
America 

https://shop.yearbookmarket.com/eldersburgelementary
https://shop.yearbookmarket.com/eldersburgelementary


Co u n se l o r ’ s  C l i pbo a r d:  T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
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Awesome Art 

Students are learning about various artists and continue to learn and apply the Elements of Art 
and Principles of Design as they create amazing artwork.  Ask your student what he/she is creating in the art classroom. 

Pre-K students have been focusing on and reviewing the Elements of Art: color, shape, texture, and line in various 
artworks.  Students are exploring color with many different mediums. 

Kindergarten students are being inspired by the artist Wassily Kandinsky as they use shape and color to create 
their Kandinsky Influenced Project. 

First grade students are creating a Mixed Medium Coral Reef Project focusing on the Element of Art: space.  They 
also are using color, line, shape, and texture. 

Second grade students are being inspired by the artist: Pablo Picasso as they create an Abstract Portrait.  Next, 
they will be inspired by the artist: Edvard Munch. 

Third grade students are working on their beautiful Silhouette Project and soon will be looking at the artist: Leo-
nardo DaVinci.  

Fourth grade students are inspired by the artist: Romare Bearden, as they complete their collage project.  Because 
February is  Black History Month, Romare Bearden is our feature African American collage artist for our inspi-
ration.  Students will soon begin their special clay project. 

Fifth grade students finished their creative Animal Repousse Project. They are now beginning a really fun self-
portrait project. 

Look for all these amazing projects in the hallways at EES and soon coming home to you! 

 

YAM Art Exhibit 

March is Youth Art Month.  The CCPS Youth Art Month Exhibit for elementary and middle school students will be 
held at the Carroll Arts Center, 91 West Main St., Westminster.  This 2026 exhibit will run from March 3 thru 
March 21.  Unfortunately, there is a very limited space for each school to display selected student artwork for this ex-
hibit –it is a challenge to select the artwork from so much awesome artists at EES!  Students will be notified by Mrs. 
Slagle with a letter if they have artwork that will be on display for this special art exhibit.  The community is al-
ways welcome to visit the Arts Center and enjoy the exhibits, events, and activities.  Please call or check the Carroll 
Arts Center website for hours and more information.  We hope you can go to the Carroll Arts Center in Westminster to 
check out the amazing Youth Art Month Exhibit. 

Spring is coming … look for some more awesome art springing up in the hallways soon! 

Mrs. Slagle  

Please take a moment to send in a season appropriate change 
of clothing for your child’s locker, to include underwear and socks.  This will help 
your child to feel their most comfortable in the case of a spill, rip, or other accident.  
Thank you to those of you who have returned borrowed clothes.  Please wash and send 
back anything your child still has.   

As we HOPEFULLY begin to move away from all the illness that we have been seeing in our community, we 
will be swiftly moving into the season of sniffles, sneezes, and weepy red eyes.  Please talk to your pediatri-
cian about their recommendations for seasonal allergies.  Make sure you are familiar with the possible side 
effects from OTC medication, especially if your child takes routine medication.  Don’t forget you can send lip 
balm, saline drops, water bottles, medication free cough drops, and nose friendly tissues to help keep your 
child comfortable.  

The Carroll County Health Department will be coming 3/17-3/19 for hearing and vision screens for Pre-K, K, 
1st, and 4th grades.  Please feel free to reach out with any questions. 

HAPPY ALMOST SPRING! 

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
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The month of March is an exciting time in PE! Students will start the gymnas-
tics unit and then move into movement exploration while the Whittle Equipment 
is at EES. The Whittle equipment is on of all students’ favorite unit. During this time, please 
make sure your child is wearing PE appropriate shoes. They will not be permitted to climb if 
they are not wearing appropriate footwear. Students will conclude the month by connecting 
back to gymnastics as we do stations. 

 

Play Day News: Play Day is May 21st from 8:00am-12:30PM. Parents and guardians are wel-
comed to join us for a day of exercise and fun as students demonstrate all they have learned 
throughout the year in PE. Play Day shirt orders have concluded. If you purchased a shirt for 
your child, they will be distributed towards the end of the month. 

Mr. Thompson 

P.E. News  

Media 

February was an INCREDIBLE month in the Media Center! Our to-

tal checkouts for the year topped 10,000 books! That is a lot of reading. We are 

hoping to have over 13,000 books checked out by the end of March.  

I hope you enjoyed our 2026 Dino Readers book, Clementine. As a reminder 

the book is yours to keep.  Often, kids like to reread favorite books and may go 

back to this one on your shelf.   

In March, students will be working on different research skills including note tak-

ing, supporting opinions with facts from databases, and giving credit with a ci-

tation. 

Please look around for any overdue media books that your child may have. 

Media books can be very tricky, hiding on your bookshelves, under beds and 

couches, in the car, or nooks around the house. It is never too late to return a 

media book! Thank you for your help in getting books returned so students 

have more books available to read.  

As always, if you have any questions, please contact Sarah Parsons, SarahPar-

sons@carrollk12.org.  Thank you for your partnership in encouraging our read-

ers! 

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
 

mailto:SarahParsons@carrollk12.org
mailto:SarahParsons@carrollk12.org
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F ir s t  Gr a d e  N ew s  

Reading 

As this quarter continues to move quickly, our readers are working hard to practice skills 

they have learned so far this year. In text, we are reading words with more than one syllable 

and words with different vowel patterns. They are focusing on breaking those words apart, 

working with syllables, and looking closely at vowel sounds all while continuing to use their 

reading strategies independently.  

  

Math  

During Unit 3, we will continue to learn about place value. We will compare 2- and 3-digit 

numbers as well as add and subtract two digit numbers with and without regrouping. We 

are also exploring and learning all the different ways to make ten.  Please continue to prac-

tice your addition and subtraction facts at home.  

 

Science 

As we continue the Out of This World unit, students will use observations of the sun, moon, 

and stars to describe patterns that can be predicted. 

In March, the kindergarten classes will continue to work on reading, writing, and 
manipulating short and long vowel words. We are expanding our writing, by includ-
ing multiple sentences and adding details. Please continue to practice sight words 
and read with your child at home.  

In Math, we are exploring numbers to 20 and working on problem solving skills. Please remem-
ber to practice plus and minus 0, plus and minus 1 and the difference of zero facts to 20 with 
your child.   

Continue to have your child dress appropriately for outside recess for the days we are fortu-
nate enough to go outside and enjoy the sunshine.  

Kindergarten News 

Please be aware that we need to have notice of transportation changes by 11:30 am. You can 
send changes to EESAttendance@carrollk12.org. Please include your child’s first and last 
name, their teacher’s name and include bus # and stop or the name of person picking up 
your child. If you send a note that day, remind your child to give it to their teacher that 
morning. We encourage you to use email as opposed to notes, as all office staff receive that 
email and we forward it to teachers.  

Transportation Changes  T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
 

mailto:EESAttendance@carrollk12.org


Time is flying—can you believe we’re already halfway through the third quar-
ter?! Learning is in full bloom in second grade! 

In ELA, we’re diving into Unit 6 of our Benchmark Advance curriculum. Students will ex-
plore folktales from diverse cultures, written by authors from those cultures. They will iden-
tify common themes or central messages found across these stories and build knowledge 
and understanding of different traditions and cultural perspectives. 

In Math, we are wrapping up Unit 3 with a focus on time, money, and measurement, includ-
ing completing the Unit 3 assessment. Next, we’ll move into Unit 4, where students will 
deepen their understanding of the base-ten numeration system and place-value concepts. 
They will practice counting in units of fives, tens, and hundreds, compare and order num-
bers, and represent multi-digit numbers in terms of hundreds, tens, and ones. Continued 
nightly practice of math facts at home will help reinforce these important skills. 

As the season changes, sniffles are becoming more common. If you’re able to donate extra 
tissues for the classroom, it would be greatly appreciated! 

 

Second  Grade  N ew s  

T h ird  Gra d e  N ew s  

In ELA students will continue to analyze fiction and nonfiction material to discuss 
theme, cause/effect, point of view, as well as narrative elements and non-fiction text features. 
In writing, we will continue to work on narrative, informational, and opinion writing through-
out the month.   

We will be finishing up our Social Studies unit on Regions of the United States this 
month and will create a book of our “travels”.  

In math, the students will be working through the second half of Unit 5 on equivalent 
fractions and comparing fractions. Please review homework questions with your child to en-
sure their understanding. Please send in the homework sheet if you have any questions so we 
can review with your child at school. After Unit 5, we will return to multiplication and divi-
sion. Please practice both multiplication and division facts with your child nightly.  

We will be taking a field trip to The Museum of Industry on March 20. Information will 
be coming home soon.   

“Working Together; Learning Forever"   
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T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
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F o ur t h  G r a de  Ne w s  

Happy March to our fourth-grade families!  

Many students are still lacking supplies, mainly pencils, glue sticks and scissors. We have especially been giving 
out pencils and glue sticks, and our supplies are running low at this point in the year. We are encouraging all 
students to be prepared for the week by making sure they have the necessary supplies.  

Allergy season is right around the corner! Thank you so much for the donations of tissues we have already received. 
If you have any to spare, we would appreciate anything you can send.  

Instrumental Music lessons continue for our fourth grade students. Please remind your children that they need to 
check the schedule and make a note of the class they will be missing. As a reminder, all work that is missed due 
to an instrumental lesson needs to be completed that evening. 

Just a reminder, students will be going on a field trip on Tuesday, March 17th to see a show at the PantherPlex in 
Hampstead, MD. 

ELA 

During the month of March, students will continue with the Benchmark Advanced Reading Program and will be finish-
ing unit 6 and beginning unit 7. The themes of these units will be Confronting Challenges where students will read leg-
ends, folktales, and myths to discuss how the characters are overcoming obstacles and relate that to our own lives. In 
Unit 7, students will be reading informational texts to discuss how railroads connected communities across the United 
States and how it helped these communities evolve. 

MATH 

We are wrapping up Unit 4 which focused on adding and subtracting fractions and decimal fractions and expanding our 
understanding of the place value system to include decimals to the hundredths place. We will begin Unit 5: Geometry. 
We will be learning and measuring different types of angles and lines, identifying quadrilaterals by their attributes, rec-
ognizing angles in a circle, and identifying lines of symmetry. This unit is vocab heavy so please review each night!  

 

SCIENCE 

We will be working on the Waves Unit in science. Students will be able to identify parts of a wave, explain how force 
impacts physical waves and sound waves, explain how waves transfer energy, and describe patterns of amplitude and 
wavelength. 

ELA  

• We have started unit 6 of benchmark – Up Against the Wild. In this unit, students will be writing 
a narrative essay in week 1, an informative essay in week 2, and an opinion essay in week 3.  

Math  

• In March, we will continue working through the 6th unit of the year – adding and subtracting fractions! 
We will work on finding the common denominator using factor charts. An example of a factor chart is 
posted in Schoology under unit 6 resources.  

• Basic fact knowledge continues to be a struggle for some students; encourage practice at home using flash-
cards or consider utilizing an online program to help your child memorize his or her basic multiplication 
and division facts.  

Science  

• We will be wrapping up our Survivor Unit in science.  

Social Studies  

• We are now in unit 3: Post Civil War America (1865-1930).  
• After we conclude unit 3, we will begin unit 4: The Challenges of the 20th Century (1900 

– today).  

F i f t h  G r a de  Ne w s  

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  



Is your child still hungry after they have eaten their lunch? Do they wish they could have 
more? They can! If they have money on their account, they can purchase either a second lunch 
(entree, milk, fruit, vegetable) or just an entree (piece of pizza, popcorn chicken, etc). How 
about just a side of fries? They can purchase a side of fries for $0.75. 

March 2nd – 6th – National School Breakfast Week 

FREE COOKIE 

On Wednesday, March 4th, I will be passing out Free Cookie coupons to every student who 
purchases breakfast that day. They can turn them in for a free cookie at snack time. 

Please share with your child our upcoming specialty menu items: 

On Wednesday, March 18th we will have Shamrock shaped nuggets or nacho grande. 

Wednesday, March 25th is Maryland Day! The Specials today are Mesquite chicken with bis-
cuit, deep dish pizza and Maryland Crab Soup!   

Thursday, March 26th - I can't believe it's already here - Opening Day! We will have popcorn 
chicken, hot dogs, popcorn, and mini-ice cream sandwiches to celebrate! 

To place money on your child's account you can visit www.myschoolbucks.com or send cash 
or a personal check made out to Eldersburg Elementary with your child's name on the memo 
line. Please feel free to contact me with any questions. Colleen Kelly - Eldersburg Elementary 
Cafeteria Manager cpkell2@carrollk12.org 

Cafeteria News 
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CARROLL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS LEGAL NOTICES IN  
PUBLICATIONS 

Our school is committed to establishing and promoting a safe, non-threatening environment for all students to learn.  The Bullying 
Reporting System or the Bullying, Harassment, or Intimidation Reporting Form should be used to report alleged incidents of bully-
ing, harassment, or intimidation that occurred during the current school year on school property, at a school-sponsored activity or 
event off school property, on a school bus, on the way to and/or from school, or through electronic communication on or off school 
property.  Please see the QR code and links below access the reporting system and for additional information. 

 

CCPS - Bullying Reporting System  

2022-2023CCPSBullyingReportingForm-PRINTABLEy.pdf  

Incident Reporting - Carroll County Public School District  

Final-FY23BullyingBrochure.pdf  

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
 

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 

The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to Maryland State 
Department of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or physical disabil-
ity, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.  

 

The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities 
for all persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive work and is free 
from any form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs, and extracurricular 
activities. 

 

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  Director of Human 
Resources, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157, (410) 751-3070. 

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT 

Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or the provision of 
services, programs or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for communication should contact the Commu-
nications Office at 410-751-3020 or publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North 
Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, may use 
Relay or 7-1-1. Please contact the school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommodation is 
needed. 

 

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director of Facilities Management, (410) 
751-3177, or the Communications Officer, (410) 751-3020, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157.  

The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) management plans for all buildings owned or leased by the Board of Education 
for Carroll County are available for review at the individual Carroll County school locations and at the Office of Plant Operations, located 
at 191 Schaeffer Avenue, Westminster, Maryland, 21157. 

Management plans are required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and depict the location, amount, condition, and response 
action projected for any asbestos containing materials, if any are located in the school building. 
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https://ext.carrollk12.org/brsext/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1661276684/carrollk12org/leje4dke7jgazpriconn/2022-2023CCPSBullyingReportingForm-PRINTABLEy.pdf
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