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Principal’s Message

January weather set some records for cold! I'm sure most of us are Volume 19, Issue 6
hoping the groundhog doesn't see his shadow. We've used three snow
days so far and of course have faced delays as well between the snow
and frigid weather. Please remember, students do go outside if the
“feels like" temperature is above 32 at their recess time. Second quar-
ter report cards will be sent home on Feb. 3rd (new date due to snow
closure). Please remember to sign and return the envelope. Grades 3-5 Inside this issue:
will also be available through Home Access (evening of 2/3). News rom the Nurse 2

Please see the yearbook sales information on page 4. Yearbooks are = Jearbook Sales
only available through presale. All orders must be placed online, by peetmeons fems
March 28th. Please save your order confirmation in case of questions _
later in the year. et e

We are approaching the time of year when state testing occurs. That | Counselors Clipboard 4
Third, fourth and fifth take the state MCAP (math and ELA) and fifth
also takes MISA (Science). Dates for MCAP are on page 3. Please use
this information to avoid scheduling absences for those dates. o .

Spring picture day is scheduled for Monday, 23rd. Class pictures will | Media
be taken on this day. Order information will come home just prior o ' .~ @
that date. Individuarpicfures will also be available by preorder only for | o oo
families that want individual pictures. Information will be sent home in | PreK Kindergarten
March.
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The Dino Dispatch News from the Nurse

February is Children’s National Dental Health Month and February 7"-14" is Congenital
° 0 Heart Defect Awareness Week.

This is the perfect month for all of us to make sure we are keeping up healthy habits like floss-
ing, brushing at least twice daily, and keeping our routine appointments with the dentist.

It is also a wonderful time to celebrate our friends and family members that have “mended
hearts”.

More information is coming about Hearing and Vision which will take place for our pre-K,
Kindergarten, 1%, and 4™ graders March 17"-19"".

Please send in a weather appropriate change of clothing to keep in your child’s locker in the
case of spills, rips, or accidents.

is for
Yearbook y
Order Instructions

Click Here—2025-2026 Yearbook order link

¢ Type or click Eldersburg Elementary.

¢ This takes you to our ordering page. Click on the yearbook ($24.00 base option— you can Mer-
sonalization for additional $3.00) to buy the yearbook.

¢ On that page, you will enter students first and last name. Use the drop down tab to pick their grade and teacher.
Then either leave personalization checked or unchecked it if not necessary——click add to cart.

¢ This takes you back to the order page.

¢ Click on cart icon to checkout / view cart and proceed from there with billing and payment information and click
Place order.

Miscellaneous Items

Scheduling Appointments @

When scheduling appointments for your child, please consider scheduling around lunchtime. Try
scheduling before or after lunch. It is difficult to retrieve your child from lunch in a timely manner as they are
often in the middle of eating. We realize it is not always possible, but please keep it in mind.

Pre K Lunch— 10:10-10:40

K Lunch-10:15-10:45 3rd Lunch-11:25-11:55
1st Lunch-10:25-10:55 4th Lunch— 11:55-12:25
2nd Lunch- 10:55-11:25 5th Lunch-12:25-12:55

Please remember to send any changes in dismissal to the office prior to 11:00 a.m. each day to eesattend-
ance(@carrollk12.org - not just your student’s teacher. Thank You!
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The Dino Dispatch

Maryland State Testing

Over the next couple of months, students in grades 3, 4, & 5 will partici- 2
pate in the MISA (Maryland Integrated Science Assessment) and the MCAP (Morylcn
prehensive Assessment Program). More information will come.

d Com—

The dates and times for testing are as follows:

Science MISA

Grade Dates Time

5 March 5 & 6 9:00-10:00

10:30-11:30

ELA MCAP

Grade Dates Time

3 April 20, 21, 24, 28 7:45— 9:45

4 April 20, 21, 24, 28 9:45-11:45

5 April 13, 14,16, 17 8:45-10:45
Math MCAP

Grade Dates Time

3 May 4, 5,7, 8 7:45-8:45

4 May 4, 5,7, 8 9:45-10:45

5 May 4, 5,7, 8 8:45-9:45
School Survey

Grade Dates Time

5 March 13 8:30-9:30

Presidential Academic Awards Criteria

The Presidential Academic Award is earned by 5th grade students only. It is awarded at the
end of the year at the promotion ceremony. The following is the criteria for earning the
Presidential Academic Awards:

e GPA of 3.50 or greater through all of 4th grade and the first half of 5th grade.

e GPA is calculated on marking period grades.

e 90% or better, average for- 4™ grade Jan & May, and 5" grade Jan Math benchmarks (for Math).

e 90% or better County Writing Assessments (for reading) — 4™ grade Fall and Spring, and 5" grade Fall.
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<4/ Counselor’s Clipboard: The Dino Dispatch

Fehruary, 2026 Newsletter

Hello EES Families ~ Here is a quick re-cap of my School Counseling lessons
from late December and January:

Kindergarten: Students learned about three parts of their amazing brains! They
learned about the hippocampus (memory saver), their prefrontal cortex (wise owl), and amygdala (guard dog).

First Grade: Students learned about the zones of regulation. They learned that when they identify their feelings
and zone (green, blue, yellow, red) adults can teach them strategies to manage them.

Second Grade: Students learned growth mindset. We read and discussed The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley
Spires. Students imagined and created a dog using a variety of supplies of their choosing.

Third Grade: Students learned about peaceful problem-solving through perspective taking. We read Duck! Rab-
bit! by Amy Krouse Rosenthal and created a drawing using a line and a dot.

Fourth Grade: We had the final part of our three-part series discussing healthy ways to handle stress using Be
the Boss of Your Body Self-Care for Kids by Timothy Culbert and Rebecca Kajander. Part three students learned
about training their brains and using their remote controls to change their channels. (Please ask your student for
more details about that.)

Fifth Grade: Students learned about One Word For Kids by Jon Gordon, Jimmy Page, and Dan Britton. They chose
their one word to focus on in 2026 and created bookmarks to serve as a visual reminder.

Looking ahead to the first week of May . . . The Children’s Mental Health Matters Campaign brings together non-
profits, schools, and other agencies with the following goals: raising public awareness of the importance of chil-

dren’s mental health and substance use, reducing stigma of mental health, and connecting children and families
with resources for prevention and support of mental health conditions.

As part of this campaign, there is an annual poster contest to raise awareness of the importance of children’s
mental health. Interested students can get more information from this link: 2026 Campaign Poster Contest - Chil-
dren's Mental Health Matters. The deadline to submit a poster is February 6th.

Children’s Mental Health Matters! jLa Salud Mental de los Nifios Importa Mucho!
May 4 - 10 « Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 4 a 10 de mayo « Semana de Conciencia de la Salud Mental de los Ninos

www.ChildrensMentalHealthMatters.org www.ChildrensMentalHealthMatters.org

The artwork for this poster was created by Kayden, a student in Maryland. Poster design copyright © 2025 by the umuwmmmmmwm unamuu Maryland.
‘Maryland Coalition of Families and the Mental Health Association of Maryland, all rights reserved. ©2025 por la de Marytand, todos

www.mdcoalition.org « www.mhamd.org www.mdcoalition.org « www.mhamd.org

Please contact me at lisamaher@carrollk12.org or 410.751.3520 if you have questions or concerns, need re-
sources, want to talk about your child, etc. Be well! Mrs. Lisa Maher
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Awesome Art: The Dino Dispatch

N
- -
Artwork | | | e
Welcome Winter! We hope you enjoy many winter themed artworks for grades -
PreK thru 5th when you are here visiting EES. =

Pre K students continue to learn about the elements of art line, shape, color
and texture. Students applied cutting skills as they created their shape snowman and added snow
with paint. They will soon be completing their texture snowflake and then create a fun texture heart
project.

Kindergarten students used the Element of Art: texture — as they created their texture paint prints and
used these to create a snowman project inspired by Eric Carle. Students will soon use our favorite
February shape: the heart shape, for a special project.

First grade students are completing their Mixed Media Snow Globe Collage and will soon begin a fun
creative heart design cut paper project.

Second grade students are being inspired by the artist: Piet Mondrian as they work on their Mondrian
Animal Project. Students will be learning about many artists this year.

Third grade students completed their amazing Native American Woven Bookmark. I hope you look
for it on display with their writing piece when you visit EES. Students will be discussing the Chi-
nese New Year in order to create a special Chinese New Year mini art project. Students will also
begin to create their beautiful silhouette project.

Fourth grade students finished their amazing symmetry animals and are now inspired by the artist: Ro-
mare Bearden, for their collage project.

Fifth grade students completed their contrast/complementary color cut designs which are hanging up
and are now working on their animal repousse on aluminum metal.

Special Project to decorate Mrs. Slagle’s big wall

I still need the 2" grade and 5" grade special snowflakes. Winter is here! Mrs. Slagle’s 2™ grade and 5"
grade students received a special snowflake to decorate (this can be a family project!) Please have these
decorated, cut out, and then returned to Mrs. Slagle when completed. The student’s name and class code
need to be written on the back of the snowflake too. Thank you to all who have already turned in their cre-
ative snowflakes!

In the spring, kindergarten and 3" grade will create a special spring project for this wall. Thank you to all
the I°" and 4" graders for the amazing and creative fall leaves!

Artfully Yours,
Mrs. Slagle
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P.E. News:

In February, students will participate in gymnastics and basketball. In gymnastics we will
focus on creative movement, rhythm, and developing routine movement patterns in the
upper grades. Students will also focus on flexibility as a component of fithess during this
unit as well. During basketball students will improve hand eye coordination and team dy-
namics as we work on dribbling, passing, and shooting. Week 2 of both units will focus on
some fun and engaging stations.

Mr. Thompson and Mrs. Everton

Media News: LT
February is an exciting month in the media center! Students will learn concepts of comput-
er science and participate in coding activities. February will also bring a mix of reading

books and researching for all students.

We are kicking off 2026 Dino Readers on Monday, February 2nd. Dino Readers is a school-
wide reading program. It is an optional program, but every family will get a copy of the
same book to read together at home. Every staff member gets a copy of the book,

too. We will have frivia questions on the morning news, an evening event at the public li-
brary, and fun things at school that go with the book. | like to say, “When the whole school
is reading the same book, there’s a lot to talk about!” | can’t wait to talk about this book
with the students!

Please look around for any overdue media books that your child may have. It's never too
late to return a media book! Thank you for your help in getting books returned so students
can find new books to read. If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Parsons, Sa-
rahParsons@carrollk12.org.
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Pre-K Reglstratlon
r fico tg\hpnc Schools

{ v Questions?
all 410-751-3613

2026-2027 ENRO[U‘IENT

A child who will turn 4 years of age on or before September 1, 2026 may be eligible
for enrollment into CCPS PreK Program

APPLY HERE

ﬂCOHPlEI’E APPLICATION ~
Al families who are interested in being considered must
complete a CCPS Pre-Kindergarten application & provide
necessary documentation.

anmoun:ur DETERMINED

Enroliment determined based on Federal Poverty Level
guidelines, foster care, and/or homeless status.

Should space be available, children who have an IEP

and/or Multi-language Learner status may be given
priority. Due to limited availability families are

encouraged to consider private Pre-K options as well.

Volume 19, Issue 6
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‘. = ¢Preguntas?
ame al 410-751-3613

@ Prgguntasy_
respuesta
sobre PreK

INSCRIPCIONES 2026 2027

Un nifio que cumpla 4 afios el o antes del 1de septiembre del 2026 puede ser
elegible para inscribirse en el programa de PreK de CCPS

QCOHPLEI’E LA APLICACION

Todas las familias que estan interesadas en ser consideradas
deben completar la aplicacion para Pre-Kindergarten de CCPS
& proporcionar los documentos necesarios.

annnmuclou PARA LA
INSCRIPCION

La inscripcion esta determinada por las qulas de Nivel de

Pobreza Federal, hogar substituto y/o estatus sin hogar.

Si hay espacio disponible, los niios que tienen un IEP

y / o son alumnos multilingiies pueden tener prioridad.
Debido a la disponibilidad limitada se anima a las
familias a considerar las opciones privadas de

Pre-Kinder.
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Kindergarten News

In February the kindergarteners will be celebrating the 100™ day of
school, this is always a fun and exciting day. Stay tuned for more in-

formation.

In ELA, students are working on identifying short vowel sounds, beginning, and
ending sounds, and blending sounds into words. Students will continue to make
predictions in text, recognize story structure (beginning, middle, end), and iden-
tify the main idea. You can support this learning at home by reading with your
child, discussing the story and reviewing sight words.

We have started our 3™ math unit. We will be exploring teen numbers to 20,
counting by ones to a hundred and counting by tens. Students continue to work
on story problems and determining when o add or subtract. Please continue to

First Grade News

Reading: During ELA we are working on reading fiction and non-fiction stories. After reading
fiction stories we are discussing the beginning middle and end of the story to help us retell,
cause and effect relationships, and we are learning how to make inferences and draw conclu-
sions. After reading non-fiction stories we are discussing the main idea and supporting details
as well as all the “text features” that help us better understand the information presented.

Math

During Unit 3, we will continue to learn about place value. We will continue to compare 2- and
3-digit numbers as well as add and subtract two digit numbers with and without regrouping.
Please continue to practice your addition and subtraction facts at home.

Reminders:

Students go outside when it is 32 degrees or above. Please make sure they have a winter coat,
gloves, hat, etc. so that they stay warm when outside.
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Second Grade News

Happy February, families!
The third quarter is off to a great start, and we’re excited for more learning and fun this month!

In reading, we are entering Unit 5. Students will read about famous and lesser-known inventors and
their important inventions. They will also explore an informational text explaining how current-day robot tech-
nology is helping students and adults with special needs. Throughout the unit, we will practice identifying the
main idea and key details, discussing the author’s purpose, and distinguishing between important and unim-
portant details. As part of this unit, students will also work on composing an opinion writing piece about
whether second graders should have access to devices. Students will collect information from various re-
sources to support their opinions.

In math, we are continuing Unit 4, which focuses on time, money, and measurement. Students will
learn how to measure using rulers, strengthen their understanding of telling time, and practice solving word
problems involving coins.

Additional Information:
Students recently came home with a personalized list of items that need to be replenished. Please help
replenish these materials so your child has everything they need to be successful at school.

Valentine lists will also be coming home with each child. If you choose to send in Valentines, please be
sure your child brings one for every student in the class. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to prac-
tice reading and writing their classmates’ names. Your child will be responsible for reading names when pass-
ing out Valentines.

Thank you for your continued support—we appreciate all you do to help make our classroom a great place to
learn!

Third Grade News

3" Grade

ELA — ELA - This month we will continue to focus our learning on reading to
understand a text. We will be using many different comprehension strategies
during the month including main idea/details, authorl|s point of view, and sum-
marizing and sequencing.

Math — We will be finishing with unit 4 which encompasses the properties and
strategies for multiplication and division. In unit 5, we will be returning to
fractions and moving on to fraction equivalencies. Please take the time to
practice multiplication and division facts with your child to gain their fluency.
Donlt forget to complete the weekly tune-up!

%o a9,
i

w
.o

This Photo by Unknown Author
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4th Grade News

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Fourth graders are hard at work in 2026! A few reminders as we begin our third quarter:
e Each fourth grader needs to have pencils, scissors and a glue stick daily.

e Donations of tissues for the classrooms are always appreciated. Thank you to everyone who has sent in boxes al-
ready — allergy season will be here soon!

¢ Dino Folders should be coming home each evening. Please set aside a time for your student to show you their folder
and any important papers that have been sent home. Flyers and papers that can stay home should be removed from
the folders.

e All students should be checking their grades on Home Access weekly.

VALENTINE’S DAY :

Students will have the opportunity to exchange Valentine’s on Friday, February 13™. We will be sending home a
class list that includes all students in your child’s homebase class. We ask that if you choose to participate, please
include everyone in the class. Also, due to allergies, please do not include any candy with your Valentine. Look for
class lists to come home near the beginning of February.

ELA:

During the month of February, students will be finishing unit 5 and beginning unit 6 of our Benchmark Advanced Pro-
gram. Unit 5 will focus on reading opinion texts as we work to discuss how we make decisions about developing new
technology. This unit will also focus on opinion writing as the students form an opinion and work to support it with facts
and details. Unit 6 focuses on confronting challenges as we discuss overcoming obstacles. Students will be reading vari-
ous genres including folktales, legends, and myths.

Important Date:

Students will be taking the MAP Reading Test on Tuesday, February 3". The students do not need to prepare for this
assessment aside from a good night’s sleep and healthy breakfast.

SCIENCE:

In February fourth grade students will begin studying waves. We will experiment with a variety of materials to illustrate
the transfer of energy in waves. Our experiments will also include light, sound, and other types of mechanical and elec-
tromagnetic waves. The focal point of this unit is different ways people communicate using many forms of energy, so
the students will also learn about the way that cell phones, television, and computers let us transfer and store infor-
mation. Some of the questions we are going to answer in this unit include:

*What are waves?

* What are some examples of waves?

* How do waves move?

e How do waves allow the transfer of energy and information?
SOCIAL STUDIES:

In Social Studies students will compare Maryland’s colonial experience with other colonies by examining motivations
for European settlement in North America, describing the factors that led to success and failure in Jamestown, Plym-
outh, St. Augustine, and St. Mary’s City and analyzing religious conflict among European settlers in Maryland and the
effectiveness of the Toleration Act. We will also investigate how the British North American colonies grew, diversified,
and became interdependent. During the inquiry, students will determine how geography influenced culture and econom-
ic development of the colonies.
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4th Grade News Cont.

MATH:

During the month of February, fourth graders will begin Unit 4. Students will add and subtract fractions and mixed
numbers and apply this understanding to properly analyze line plots. Students will also develop an understanding of
decimal fractions and decimals to the hundredths place using visual models such as area models, grids, and number
lines. This will help students understand that decimals can be used to name values less than one or values between
whole numbers. Students will practice reading and writing these values in several forms.

Dollars and cents provide real-world examples of decimal numbers. This is a great opportunity to have students read
values and practice writing them. Another activity is for students to count coins, write them as decimals numbers and
fractions, and talk about the value of tenths (dimes) and hundredths (pennies).

Please keep practicing multiplication and division facts as well as ensuring that students are completing their weekly
math homework.

Sth Grade News

ELA

We will continue working with the Benchmark Advanc
gy i mpact on society. The tWU@pxtAgfaomsuanitthe6 Wid$ dent it
We will complete an additional opinion writing pro
I n unit 6, we will write another narrative respons
At the beginning of the month, students will compl
students will compl ete the ELA benchmark assessmen
Mat h

I n February, we will dhenimobveoefmmgthetpwyeawuwr &ddition a
fractions.

We wi || be adding and subtracting fractions with a
ing a common denominator adds steps to the process
ency!

Dod forget to have your child practice his or her
home i f they have not yet been mastered. Having ba
guickly and accurately multiply and divide whole n
inators. Let Mrs. Stone or Mrs. Palmer know if you have any questions!

Science

We wi || continue the Survivor Unit while investiga
tions that plants and animals use to survive.
Social Stwudies

We will conticoaesesniof 2t he Civil War, fighting in

pation Proclamati on.
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Cafeteria News

January started with a bell cookie to ring in the New Year and a hot and delicious turkey rice soup on January 12th.

Every Thursday morning as a breakfast choice I have chocolate or vanilla iced donuts with or without sprinkles. The do-
nuts that do not sell are sold during lunch for $1 when the students come in to purchase extras.

February, we have a few new items.

February 6™ is Superbowl Lunch with pizza, nachos grande, and a sidekick.
February 9™ starts our week off with Cream of Broccoli Soup

February 12th, we will have beef and broccoli on the menu.

February 13" we will have Heart Shaped nuggets

February 17" we will offer President's Crackers for all lunches.

You can add money to your account by sending in cash or a check made out to Eldersburg Elementary School or you can
do online payments in myschoolbucks.com

February 2026 Eldersburg Elementary
Lunch
MOMDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
* Homestyle Chicken Tenders « Walking Taco = Chicken Nuggets wit Dinner = Macaroni and Cheese wil dmel
with Dinner Foll = Deep Dish Cheese Pis Fal Soft Pretzsl Rod g N
Chessaburger on a Roll Chicken Ceasar Salad Pretzel Biles & Cheese Com Dog Nuggsts \Q
Chicken Ceasar Grat and Go Combo Chiicken Ceasar Saiad Chiicken Ceasar Saiad F<)
Gral and GO Comoo Featured Sides 5ral and GO Comio Grab and G0 Comoo
[Featured Sides eaiured Sides Featured Sides
Fruit and Vegetabie Bar Crispy French Fries Green .
Freit and Vegetahie Bar Steamed Brocook Fruit and Vegetabie Bar Enree Chokes
Frat and Vegetaie Bar » Cheese Pizza
+ Pepperoni Pizza
+ Nathos Grande
» Chicken Ceasar Salad
Grab and Go Comibo
Featured Sides
» Steamed Brocook
+  Sidekicks Frozen Treat
Fruit and Vegetable Bar
» Ganic Cheesa Pizza = Besd Chill with Beans with - Grilkd Cheese Sanowich - Besfand Brocooli over Rice - Cheess Pizza
= Orange Chicken over Rice Combeead = Sweet and Sour Meatballs * Pepperoni Pzza
»  Crispy Chicken Satad = Popcom Chicken wilh Dinner  over Rice Wil Dinner Rl = Pizza Crunchers * Hear Nuggets with Pretzeis
Rol - Crispy Chicken Salad = Crispy Chicken Salad - Crispy Checken Salad
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CARROLL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS LEGAL NOTICES IN
PUBLICATIONS

EES Vision
Our vision is to work together to educate the whole child with high standards in a safe and

nurturing environment.

EES Mission

The mission of EES is to empower all our students to become Respectful, Responsible citizens who are Ready
to succeed in the global community.

A Working Together; Learning Forever"

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to Maryland State
Department of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or physical disabil-
ity, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities
for all persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive work and is free
from any form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs, and extracurricular
activities.

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of Human
Resources, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157, (410) 751-3070.

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT

Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or the provision of
services, programs or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for communication should contact the Commu-
nications Office at 410-751-3020 or publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North
Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, may use
Relay or 7-1-1. Please contact the school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommodation is
needed.

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director of Facilities Management, (410)
751-3177, or the Communications Officer, (410) 751-3020, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157.

The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) management plans for all buildings owned or leased by the Board of Education for
Carroll County are available for review at the individual Carroll County school locations and at the Office of Plant Operations, located at 191
Schaeffer Avenue, Westminster, Maryland, 21157.

Management plans are required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and depict the location, amount, condition, and response action
projected for any asbestos containing materials, if any are located in the school building.
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