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How do I know how
my child is doing in

school?  



You will leave with more confidence in
answering the question: 

How do I know how my child is
doing in school? 



OUR TIME TOGETHER TONIGHT

Welcome! Overview
Presentation

Learning More Closing



Tonight will focus on our comfort with the reports
themselves.

 Individuals at the stations can’t answer instructional
questions about your child, but can help with questions in

understanding what the report is communicating.







WHAT DRIVES
THE
INSTRUCTION
YOUR CHILD
RECEIVES?  



OUR ASSESSMENTS



Ongoing Work
Samples

End-of-Unit
Assessments

Progress Reports Star Universal
Screeners

MCAS 

What is the purpose of each of
these assessment points? 

Evidence of
learning in
progress

Checks for
understanding

of recently
taught skills

Summaries of
progress toward

grade-level
standards

A snapshot of skills
and growth

compared to peers

A statewide
measure of

performance
on grade-level

standards



Ongoing Work
Samples

End-of-Unit
Assessments

Progress Reports Star Universal
Screeners

MCAS 

Daily and
Weekly

Every 1-2
months per
subject area

Twice a year

How often do these occur? 

2 or 3 times
a year

At one time in
the year

(grades 3-5)



Strengthening our Social-Emotional
Learning (SEL) Data Points

NPS Connectedness
Survey

Student survey that is administered
starting in grade 3 in the Winter. 
The survey takes students about 15
minutes to complete.  

Responses are confidential, and so the
district can look at trends but does not

inform student-level instructional
decisions. 



Strengthening our Social-Emotional
Learning (SEL) Data Points

SAEBRS
Social, Academic, Emotional,

Behavioral Risk Screener  

mySAEBRS allows students in grades 2-12 to
self-assess their own social, academic, and
emotional skills within school. 
The self-assessment about 3-5 minutes to
complete.

Additional SEL data points occur in secondary,
including the SOS Signs of Suicide and

Wayfinder Waypoints. 



Turn and
Talk With a partner: 

What was new information that you
heard? 
What is something you are
wondering about? 



WHAT INFORMATION COMES
HOME? 

Progress Reports

2x a year

Star Assessment Reports

3x a year, grades 1-5
2x a year, Kindergarten

Early Literacy
Screening Letter

Up to 2x a year, for
students who meet

critera

MCAS Report
(receive when
students are in

grades 4-5)

1x a year



PROGRESS REPORTS

How is my student doing with the state standards for their grade level? 

Progress report items
are categories which

include many learning
standards and are

assigned a number 1-4
(or n/a).

Reports cards are
prepared by

educators and
shared with

caregivers in January
and June. 



This reporting system shows
student performance as

progress towards learning
standards for the grade

level, not in comparison to
performance of other

students.

PROGRESS REPORTS



MCAS REPORTS

How is my child doing compared to the grade-level standards in Massachusetts?

This assessment is summative, meaning it is designed to capture overall mastery of the state
standards as a whole for the previous school year. 



The report you
receive comes from
the Department of

Elementary and
Secondary Education

(DESE), and breaks
down your child’s
achievement by
category and by

question. 

MCAS REPORTS



MCAS REPORTS



STAR REPORTS

This assessment is formative, meaning this is to inform instruction at the classroom level and
measure impact of our instruction over time (growth!). 

Star Reports share the Literacy and Math scores from the Star Literacy and
Math assessments. 

How is my child doing academically compared to students across Massachusetts
(or the United States as a whole)?



Scaled Score:
calculated based
on the difficulty of
Star assessment

questions and the
number of correct
responses. Can be
used to compare

student
performance

across grade levels

Percentile Rank: a
norm-referenced

score that provides
a measure of a
student's ability

compared to other
students in the

same grade
nationally.

STAR REPORTS



Student Growth Percentile: 
compares a student's growth to that of

their academic grade-level peers
nationwide

Familiar Benchmark Categories: 
Same Terminology as the MCAS Report!

Not Meeting Expectations 🟥 
Partially Meeting Expectations 🟨

Meeting Expectations 🟦
Exceeding Expectations 🟩

STAR REPORTS

Are specific to grade-levels, and are based on
linking studies by Renaissance



What do the Red, Yellow, and Green colors mean at the bottom of the
report? 

Expected at the beginning
of the school year.

Expected by the second
half of the school year.

Expected by the end
of the school year.

STAR REPORTS



The letter shares the Star Assessment
score (also on the Star Report), along
with additional assessments required

by the state of Massachusetts. 

This letter notifies families that:
1. Your child will receive differentiated

or supplementary evidence-based
reading instruction.

2. Your child’s reading progress will
be closely monitored, adjusting

instruction as needed. 

EARLY LITERACY/DYSLEXIA
SCREENING LETTER



TIMELINE OF COMMUNICATIONS:
GRADES 1-5

JanuaryEnd of
September

October
(Grades 4-5)

June



TIMELINE OF COMMUNICATIONS:
KINDERGARTEN

MarchNovember JuneJanuary



Reflection
What do you want to learn more

about? 



LEARNING
MORE



WORKSHOP TIME



CLOSING



Let’s return for our question from
today: 

How do I know how my child is
doing in school? 




