
 

We look forward to celebrating the Class of 2026 on Tuesday, June 9th! This communication contains important information for the 
Class of 2026 as they prepare for graduation. Please review the following information carefully. The University of Delaware has 
given us some important information you will need to know to make this an enjoyable and dignified event for everyone. 
 
GRADUATION PLANNING INFORMATION 
●​ Graduation is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9, 2026. Commencement will begin promptly at 11:00 am. Graduation will occur at 

the Bob Carpenter Center at the University of Delaware (631 S College Ave, Newark, Delaware, 19716). Directions to the Bob 
Carpenter Center are on the reverse side. 

 
●​ Graduation tickets, Commencement Caps and Gowns, and prepurchased yearbooks will be distributed to students during the 

Sincerely, Seniors events on May 27th and 28th. Parents and guardians should ask students for their tickets on May 27th or 
28th. UCFVA students can pick up tickets, caps and gowns, and prepurchased yearbooks during Sincerely, Senior events or 
contact the main office to make arrangements. 

 
●​ Every graduating student is allotted 10 tickets for the event. Graduation is a ticketed event and anyone attending must have a 

graduation ticket to enter the facility. Tickets will be distributed to students during the Sincerely, Seniors events on May 27th 
and 28th. Please do not lose your tickets, as replacements may not be available.  Families needing more than 10 tickets 
should check with other classmates to see if they have extra tickets they aren’t using. Please contact the UHS Main Office if 
you need additional help.  

 
●​ Handicapped-accessible seating is available. Individuals in a wheelchair, using crutches/walkers, or anyone with difficulty 

reaching the seating in the stands are welcome to request handicapped seating.  Please complete this form to request 
handicapped seating from your 10-ticket allotment.  A handicapped seating pass is not valid for entry by itself.  A U of D 
ticket must also be presented to enter the arena.  

 
●​ Students will be informed which side they will sit in the arena during the mandatory graduation rehearsal on Monday, June 

8th. Parents can find their seats in the arena closest to the side where their graduate is sitting. 
 

●​ Grad Images is our contracted photographer. They will be sharing information so you will have a chance to purchase 
professional pictures of your graduate during the ceremony. The U of D does not permit anyone other than the graduates and 
staff to enter the arena floor where graduates sit.  Pictures may be taken with your graduate after they have exited the arena.  

 
●​ Commencement Flowers will be at the U of D selling flowers for your graduate. Please click Commencement Flowers to 

access their website.  Commencement Flowers also accepts Pre-Orders.  
 
GRADUATION DAY DETAILS FOR SPECTATORS 
●​ The doors to the Bob Carpenter Center will not open prior to 10:00 a.m. As per the City of Newark, tailgating is prohibited in 

the University parking lots. Commencement will begin promptly at 11:00 am. The ceremony typically takes 75 minutes to 90 
minutes. 

 
●​ Individuals who requested handicapped seating tickets will have designated handicapped seating tickets.  U of D employees 

will be available for direction upon arrival for special seating. Individuals who need handicapped seating and do not have a 
handicapped designated ticket should speak with a U of D employee when entering the venue. 

 
●​ The University of Delaware will be performing bag checks for all guests. You may not bring in outside food/drink (one 

unopened bottle of water is permitted).  Prohibited items include noise makers, footballs/ beach balls, balloons, signs, or 
weapons.  

 
●​ All student obligations must be cleared by 3:00 p.m. on June 3rd. Check PowerSchool to see if your child has an outstanding 

obligation. Students with outstanding obligations can participate in commencement but will not be issued a diploma until 
obligations are reconciled. 

 
GRADUATION DAY DETAILS FOR UHS GRADUATES 
●​ ALL graduating seniors must arrive at the high school by 8:15 am on June 9th. Students must be in full graduation attire 

(cap, gown, tassel) when they arrive.   
 

●​ To maintain the integrity and decorum of the UHS Commencement Ceremony, all students are to dress in business casual 
attire (no sneakers or flip-flops). Students are not permitted to decorate graduation caps or gowns.  

 
●​ Seniors will travel to graduation together via school bus. They will ride home with their families.  
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Directions to the Bob Carpenter Center 
 
Located near the northern tip of Delaware, Newark is easily reached from three major metropolitan centers:  
Wilmington, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. 
 
From the North: 
I-95 South to Delaware Exit 1-B, Route 896 North.  Bob Carpenter Center is located on the right just after Routes 
4/896 intersection. 
 
From the South: 
I-95 North to Maryland Exit 109B, Route 279 North (also called Route 2).  Proceed on this road which becomes Elkton 
Road into Newark. Turn right at the intersection of Routes 2 (279) and Route 4.  Turn left at the intersection of Routes 
4/896.  The Bob Carpenter Center is located on the right. 
 
From Unionville High School: 
Turn left onto Rt. 82 South.  Follow through Kennett Square and stay on the main road for 5 miles to the T intersection.  
Turn right onto Kaolin Road.  This will become Rt. 7 as you cross into Delaware just past the Hartefeld Golf Course.  
Stay on Rt. 7 South and follow for 5 miles.  Turn right onto Route 72 (Paper Mill Road).  Continue for approximately 4 
miles and make a left at the traffic light on Possum Park Road (also Route 72 South).    Go approximately 1.5 miles to 
the traffic light and make a right onto Rt. 2.   Follow the signs for Rt. 72 South/Library Avenue.  
 
Go 4 miles to the traffic light at Route 2/4.  Make a right.  Immediately after the first traffic light (at the intersection for 
Robscott Manor) turn right into the Athletics Complex.  Parking lot will be on your left. 
 
(These directions will keep you out of the City of Newark and away from congestion and the main campus). 

 
 
 
 


