
 

Great Falls Public Schools 
1100 Fourth Street South, Great Falls, Montana 

AGENDA 
Board of Trustees 

Special Meeting 
March 9, 2026  

 



 

 
 

 
Welcome to the Great Falls Public Schools  

Board of Trustees meeting! 
 
 

Is this your first meeting? 
 
If this is your first time attending a meeting, let us extend our special welcome! These meetings 
are designed to give everyone the opportunity to participate in seeing how the Great Falls 
Public Schools Trustees facilitate school business. 
 
 

What is the purpose of these meetings? 
 
The meetings of the Great Falls Public Schools Board of Trustees are open to the public, are 
recorded, and may be accessed on our website for up to one year.  These meetings are held to 
officially conduct the business of the school district, as governed by Montana law.  Trustees are 
responsible for key decisions, some of which include hiring employees, reviewing negotiated 
agreements, approving new curriculum or changes to existing curricula, facility usage requests, 
and paying of monthly expenses. 
 
 

How can I address the Trustees? 
 
If you would like to address the Board of Trustees on any matter, please fill out a “Request to 
Speak” card available from the Clerk of the Board at each meeting.  Return this card to the Clerk 
of the Board or the Board Chairperson. This will allow the Chairperson to recognize you at the 
appropriate time in the meeting and to guarantee you the opportunity to address the Board. 
There are federal and state laws that must be followed when addressing the Board to protect 
the privacy of individuals and to conduct business in an orderly manner.  Details can be found 
on the “Request to Speak” card.   
 
 

Again – thank you for participating in this democratic process – we 
appreciate your presence! 

 
 

– The Great Falls Public Schools Trustees 
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Page 
I. CALL TO ORDER  Chairperson 

Johnson  
 

II. ROLL CALL  Luke Diekhans   
     
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  Chairperson 

Johnson 
 

IV. ADOPT AGENDA  Chairperson 
Johnson 

 

V. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA  Chairperson 
Johnson  

 

 The Consent Agenda consists of routine business items related to the 
operation of the District. Any trustee may remove an item from the Consent 
Agenda for discussion. Items so removed will be discussed and acted upon 
separately under ACTION: OTHER 

 

     
VI. COMMUNICATION 

 
   

 A. Audience Communication    
     
VII. ACTION ITEM 

 
   

 A. Lincoln Elementary School Emergency Closure   Heather Hoyer  6 
     
VIII. ACTION: OTHER  Chairperson 

Johnson  
 

     
IX. REPORTS, DISCUSSION, AND POLICIES 

 
   

 A. Discussion, Committee Reports, and Comments  Chairperson 
Johnson  

 



UPCOMING EVENTS Chairperson 
Johnson 

Monday, March 9, 2026 5:30 p.m. Regular Meeting District Office Building 

ACTION TO ADJOURN Chairperson 
Johnson 
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Second        
Ayes        
Nays        
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GREAT FALLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MEETING DATE:  March 9, 2026 

CATEGORY:  Action 

AGENDA ITEM NUMBER: VII. A. 

CABINET MEMBER:  Heather Hoyer   
 
TOPIC 
 

 Emergency Closure of Lincoln Elementary School due to Partial Roof Loss in Severe Wind Event  
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
     Stewardship and Accountability  
 
BACKGROUND 
 

    On Sunday, March 8, 2026, at approximately 12:00 p.m., Great Falls Public Schools Administration was made 
aware of a portion of the roof on Lincoln Elementary School tearing off as the result of the severe wind event 
happening in Great Falls.  Obviously, the immediate concerns are for the safety of our students and staff.  School 
Board Policy 2221 School Emergencies and Closures, Montana Code Annotated 20-9-806 School Closure 
Declaration of Emergency and Montana Code Annotated 20-9-806 Authority to Close A School and Montana 
Code Annotated 20-1-301 School Fiscal Year all speak to the regulation of and guidance for schools in this 
situation. (See attached documents). 
 

DISCUSSION   
 

The GFPS administrative staff has reviewed Board Policy and Montana Codes Annotated on the statutory 
requirements regarding emergency school closures. For safety and security reasons, Lincoln Elementary School 
will be closed March 9th and March 10th, 2026 for students; staff will be on duty at an alternative location.  
Superintendent Hoyer and her staff will provide a plan to meet statutory requirements of student contact time and 
answer questions that the Board of Trustees may have regarding this incident. 
  

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
Unknown at this time.   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
   The District Board is requested to approve the emergency closure of Lincoln Elementary School on March 9th and 

March 10th, 2026.     
For more information about this item, please contact Superintendent Heather Hoyer at (406) 268-6001, or 
Executive Directors Lance Boyd at (406) 268-6008 and Jackie Mainwaring at (406) 268-6006.   

Return to Agenda 

6

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1721247384/gfpsk12mtus/hrgd3hwoo95tzlfdtmyw/7-17-24_GFPS_2024-20273-YearStrategicPlan.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1713955619/gfpsk12mtus/a9tlo0abzszr2mq0rksq/revisedschoolemergenciesandclosures.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0090/part_0080/section_0060/0200-0090-0080-0060.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0090/part_0080/section_0060/0200-0090-0080-0060.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0010/0200-0010-0030-0010.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0010/0200-0010-0030-0010.html
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