
Fox Chapel Area High School 
8th Grade Parent Night

March 4, 2026
6:00-7:30 PM 



FCAHS PRINCIPALS

• Dr. Hower: Lead Principal

• Dr. Young: Program Principal A-L

• Dr. Smith: Program Principal M-Z



School Resource & Security Officers

• School Resource Officer: Joshua Dietz

• School Resource Officer: Stanley Bradish

• Security Officer: Joe Abbott

– Security Office – Across from cafeteria





Support Services Available at FCAHS
Student Assistance Program (SAP) Team-offers support to students with 
academic, social-emotional, at-risk, behavioral, or drug and alcohol issues

School Based Therapy - coordinated through counseling office

Instructional Support Team - offers academic support to students in 
regular education

Individual Education Plan - offers support to students in learning support

Gifted Individual Education Plan - offers support to students in QUEST

Social Worker – Ms. Jamie Heffler (412-967-2447)

Fox’s Burrow - offers food, hygiene, clothing support - Open Fridays or as 
needed through the counseling office

Zen Den -  available through the counseling office



Academic Supports Available at 
FCAHS

Support Time Place/Days

AM Support 7:00-7:25 Teacher classrooms
QRT - Quality 
Resource Time 7:30-7:55 Teacher classrooms

Back on Track 2:30-4:00 Library - Tues - Thurs
Math Help Center 7:00-7:50 AM 251

NHS Tutoring Individually 
scheduled QUEST Office

Extended Library 
Hours M-Th 7:00 am - 3:45 pm

Data Driven 
Scheduling Year-round Class specific



Fox Chapel Area High School Pride:

● Academic Rigor
● Student Accountability
● Self Advocacy 
● Student Responsibility
● Post Secondary Preparation

The FCA Way
Focused
Caring
Accountable



College in the High School

Students can earn college credits for successfully completing 
FCAHS courses. We continue to add CHS courses yearly. 
Registration is coordinated through individual course teachers. 





FCAHS COUNSELING CENTER

• STUDENTS KEEP THE SAME COUNSELOR FOR 4 YEARS.

• COUNSELORS ARE ASSIGNED BY STUDENT’S LAST NAME:

– A-C:  TIM MCLISTER 

– D-G:  JOHN BAXTER

– H-K:  DANA PAPALIA

– L-O:  TINA CRISSMAN

– P-S:  BEN O’CONNOR

– T-Z:  TARA DECOMO 

• SOCIAL WORKER

– JAMIE HEFFLER



Graduation Requirements

4.00 credits in English
4.00 credits in Social Studies
3.00 credits in Science
3.00 credits in Mathematics
1.50 credits in Physical Education 
1.00 credit in Health
  .50 credit in Career and Finance Essentials
9.00 credits in additional electives 
1.00 credit for passing Keystone Exams
27.00 Total credits

Additional Requirements for Graduation -
Graduation project and 12 hour service learning



- Keystone Exams are graduation requirements at the high
   school 

- Keystone Exams are “end of course” assessments

- Students must show proficiency on each of the following
   three exams prior to graduation:

- Algebra I
- Biology
- Literature (9th/10th grade)



Course Planning Worksheet 

Grade 9 Grade 10
English 9
US History
Math
Science
Health/P.E.
2.5-3 Elective credits

1.00 credit
1.00 credit
1.00 credit
1.00 credit
1.00 credit

English 10
World Civ III
Math
Science
Health/P.E.
2.5-3 Elective credits

1.00 credit
1.00 credit
1.00 credit
1.00 credit
1.00 credit

Grade 11 Grade 12
English 11
U.S. History III
Math (11/12)
Science (11/12)
P.E. Elective (11/12)
Career/Finan Ess.
3-3.5 Elective credits

1.00 credit
1.00 credit
1.00 credit
1.00 credit
.50 credit
.50 credit

English 12
Social Studies
Graduation Project
Proficiency Testing
Up to 6 Elective credits

1.00 credit
1.00 credit
0.00 credit
1.00 credit





9th Grade Course Selection Worksheet



Students will enter their course requests into 
Powerschool each Spring. The next few slides 
provide visual information on how and where 
to do this. Counselors will meet with students 

to assist in this process. 

Entering Course Requests



To bring up 
this screen 
click on 
class 
registration





English & U.S. History II Options

Course Prerequisite Other

English 9 Completion Of
Language Arts 8

English 9 Accelerated 90% in Language Arts 8 Teacher Recommendation

U.S. History II Completion Of 
Social Studies 8

U.S. History II 
Accelerated

90% in Social Studies 8 Teacher Recommendation



Mathematics Options
Course Prerequisite Other

Ele of Math/Integrated
Algebra I

Completion of
Math 8

Algebra
I/Math Lab

83% or higher in
Math 8

Teacher
Recommendation

Geometry
Accelerated

83% in Algebra I
Accelerated

Algebra II
Accelerated

83% in Algebra I Acc &
Geometry Acc

Computer 
Science AP

Elective

83% in 
Algebra II or 

Algebra II Acc

Principles of 
Computer Science AP

Elective

83% in
Algebra 



Science Options

Course Sci Prerequisite Math Prerequisite Other

Biology I 
Accelerated Sci 8 - 93%

Alg I or Alg I Acc– 
80% CDT Score

Biology/
Nature of Science

Sci 8 - 87% 
75% -Nature of 
Science in Fall

85% in 
Math 8

CDT Score

Integrated
Science Systems

Completion of
Sci 8

Completion of
Math 8

Completion of
CDT



Where to go from here ?
2 day - 3 day - 5 day

      Choosing Electives



World & Classical Languages

FRENCH

GERMAN

LATIN

SPANISH



Business Electives

● Introduction to Business
● Computer Bus App (5 or 3 Days)

English Electives

● Theater Arts (5 or 3 Days)



Technology Education Electives
Introduction to: 

■  Robotics (5 or 3)
■  Materials Processing (5 or 3) 
■  Engineering /CAD (5 or3)
■  Electronics (5 or 3)
■  Technology Systems (5 or 3)
■  Graphic Communication (5 or 3)



Art Electives
● Ceramics and Fibers (5 or 3)
● Jewelry and Glass (5 or 3)
● Drawing and Painting (5 or 3)
● Computer Art (5 or 3)
● Art History (2)

Media Electives
● Video Production (3)
● Video Journalism (2)
● On-Camera Performance(2)



Music Electives
● Symphonic Band
● Orchestra
● Piano Class (3)
● Music Technology (5 or 3)
● Men’s Choir (3)
● Treble Ensemble (5, 3, or 2) 
● History of Rock and Roll (2)
● World Music (3)
● Music Explorations (2)



Fox Chapel Area High School 
Sample Schedules - Grade 9

Period1 Period 2 Period 3 Period 4

1st Semester English 9 Intro to Tech Int Science Sys Spanish I

2nd Semester Algebra I Health-2/PE-3 Intro to Bus US History II

Sample Schedule – Integrated Science Systems

Sample Schedule - Acc Biology I

Period1 Period 2 Period 3 Period 4

1st Semester English 9 Acc Intro to Tech Acc Bio I - 5 Spanish II

2nd Semester Geometry Acc Health-2/PE-3 Acc Bio I -2
Comp Art -3

US History II



QRT - Quality Resource Time 
(formerly known as Home Base)

• Study time/homework
• Peer tutoring
• Study sessions with teachers
• Time to conference with teachers
• Club meetings
• Sports team meetings
• Class meetings
• AP review sessions
• Physical Education makeup



FCAHS Activities / Athletics
“Get Involved”

http://www.fcasdathletics.org/

Active Club List:

Clubs - Fox Chapel Area High School

http://www.fcasdathletics.org/
https://fcahs.fcasd.edu/activities/overview/clubs


Date Event

March 4 8th Grade Parent Night

March 6 Scheduling Assembly at DMS

March 23 and 24 Scheduling begins with HS Counselors

May 15 Signed parent letters due

May 22 Move Up Day for Students

April – June New student registration by appointment

August 19 Freshman Orientation (RiNG) Day

August 19 Class of 2030 Parent Transition Night at FCAHS

August 25 First day of school

8th Grade Scheduling & Transition Dates 



Questions? Email 
ask_fcahs@fcasd.edu
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