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International 
Studies 

              7 

Humanities               7 
Math           *   6-7 
Sciences             * 6-7 
French             * 6-7 
Arts             * 6-7 
PE           *   6-7 
Computer Science               0-2 

* Students in their Junior and Senior years may elect to take Computer Science courses by dropping 
one of the following seven core classes: 

• Junior year: Math or PE 
• Senior year: Science, French, or Art 

The course planning workgroup considered many factors in determining this plan. First and foremost, 
the value of deep learning in the seven core areas has led to our students’ success and is a priority for 
our school program. We recognize that some computer science options are valuable and needed for 
interested students. To accommodate computer science and maintain the deep learning, students in 
Junior and Senior years may opt to drop one core class.  

Why just these classes? Here are just a few of the notes from our discussion.  

• International Studies cannot be dropped as US History and Government are state level 
requirements, and Senior Project is a core part of the International School program.  

• Humanities is required by the state all four years.  
• Math is required to be taken in the senior year by most colleges.  
• Science is needed for proficiency in the state level assessment taken in the junior year. 
• French and the Arts rely on building skill year to year, so gaps have a negative impact on 

student progress.  
• Physical Education has been found to be beneficial in addressing senior year stress.  


